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April 20, yar p- 


re — 


Sy 


Theodore R. Kunferman, Esq. 
34 East Slst Street 
New York 22, New York 


Dear Ted: 


Jack Greenberg sent you the material on the case in 
South Carolina. I am enclosing the material on the case in 
Florida. As you will note, the trial is set for May 2] and 
our local atturney made several moves in the case w thout 
consulting with us and we do not even know the grounds on 
which the portion of his answer asserting privileges as a 
defense was ordered stricken by the court. This, apparently, 
is the case which will need immediate attention. You will note 
from the rough draft memoranda which Bill Taylor has done the 
approach he ls suggesting that we take in this case. We would 
appreciate any pusges tons that you might have, and if you 
want any additicnal information on the case, let me suggest 
that if I am not in the office that you talk to Bill Taylor. 


I am also enclosing the complaint in the Alabama 
case. We are not certain of ihe kind of case this is. Ii 
appears to be one of malicious prosecution rather thana ` 
question of libel, Arthur Shores, our local witorney, filed 
a demurrer on his own behalf and a plea in abatement in behalf 
of the Association, He advises us that he can amend both of 
these pleadings or file other motions prior to the hearing 
which, in hls opinion, is some six months hence. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
Assistant Counsel 


RLC:plh 
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lige Roy 
Executivo Scerstary, NAACP 


20 est 


New Yopok 18, Naw York 
Desr isire 


I have enciosed copies s¢rom:’ vhe nay 6th issue of the Yampa Uorning 
Tribune * 
tides suate ia well illustrated. 


The questiou of race and segregation was one that was noi intro- 
duced in the political race for vovernor until retired National 
Guard General Suapter Le Lowry began to make an issue of tLe USe 
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Sourt's decision enuuing; racial segregation. As ting ppro- 
nad oiher court ceeisioag and coaaission regulations on 


transportation were handed down, "this man Lowry" added then to 


his cenpaixme He waa known to nave solicited the support of Lake oj 
County Gheriff Willis Ve McCall and other race baitere to aid hin —— 
in canpairninge The sipnificant thing about the whole political , 
gituuvion is that after the integration issue was introduced then J 
the other caupaignerg made it their business to "hop on ihe segra- d 


gation train." Even Collins, who here=to-fore stood fer gradualiam, | = 
took a stand in favor of continued segregatione | J i i 


Ag a result of the öuprene Court's refugal ia recensicgr the Virgil ee 


Hawkins 


west rlorida 


ways of 


legal and peaceful means, This Comiigsion is now atudying the De- j 
cision of the Court and the Florida atatutes inorder to Wace recon] 
mend:cions to the governor, It is also sugsested by the Avtorney 


General 


ins a heated iasue surrounding reapportionment of the @tate Senate 
(a Constitutio He ) 


when 


Governor should call it into special session again for the purpose 

of passing legislation which ould make it impoasible to era racial 
secrec.itionin Plorida, This is also siynificant in that the ques- 
tion of reapportionment which is required by-law will be set aside | —F 
for the purpose of allowing legislation to bs paseed in order to 


by pass. 





case, Collins. made ‘a’ vid for the Ypan~handle® ‘votes (iorth- — Ee 
3 ny setting up a commission of r.iired judges to study 2 
maintaining racial segr: pation in Florida by the use of 
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The stand tat. Lowry took while campaigning was amusing to experianced 
observers. lie was allowed to resign from the Board of Directors of the 


- Gulf Life Insurance Company wiere he served ag Chairman, is soon as the 


Negro. policyholders discovered that he had been connected . ith that come 
pany, they immediately begun to eicker cash in their policies or to drop 
their insur.nce., ‘hig conpany controlaéd the majority ef in:uruace po= 
licies issued to Negroes in this State. To date, it is estimated that 
they have lost nearly 6535 of the Negro business metropolitan areag 
and a jood amount in other Smaller areas. "The Central Life Insurance 
Co:pany has gained in business duriny the campaign," an executive sta- 
ted to wo, Another pertinant fact was the discovery that Loury was 
Supported by one Ed Ball, who has worked for the Dupont Interests in 
this ec ce vor u aunber of yearg, Ball acknowledged his suport of 


- Lowry in he Caupaign. 


The question of where the NAACP stood in the heat of the drive muy 

arise, sirot of all, it mivht be answered by saying that the candie 

date who vas considered Copa in the race had at one tine stood for 

a forn e” " radu. lism," Tn addition, he was criticized as having forme 
ed a coulition with the NAACP for the block vote of the Nero in Plo- 
rida, Uig Commuting oi the seatence of wal er Lee Ivin brought about 

a further cry of "NAACP Supposter" from his opronants, Secondly, Lowry's 
program Las cone more to arouse Nesroes ia bloric. Gusu ull oc the ige 
Sues placed verore them in the last ten yeurs (daclicin tLe deith of 
larry te Moure), CI£ we hud a rew more Lowrgs consvanbly hiiwerinz at 
the Se ro in Flocida insvead of the type of white who vélieves in hand} 
in; out & few privile es now and chen we could probably wove a little 
faster). “e c vlad never hd paid sor the publicity which toe LCP ree 
ceived (und wiick tiere weve no uiirect ab ackKS upon üke vruanization, 
only th vite ct to Gohucet Collings witu us) over ralio, press and TV, 
By ri usin, te become involved with the argulents, we vave the candie 
dutes noihing to attack us with. As a result, we have built up a cone 
Biderable quantity of pood will in white communities, - 


Th e result of this election will tell if the state of rioridau will fall 
in line wich Georgie, alabuma und Wississippi or if it will oppose race 
baiting -uå on atceapt to create Lawlessness, I shall send you a come 
pleve report on the results Wednesd@dayhwhen the votes have been counted, 


a“ 
— — 
wt ye yo gfe D E 
ie t. — -I 


git 
eam 


Very truly yours, 


Bob Saunders 
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BIBLE THOUGHT—Jesus saith unto her: 


parable chances to teach. 





at 





I that speak unto thee am He.—John 4:26.—Christ 
was‘not above teaching a great lesson to a single unimportant individual. 


We have many com- 





Thunder From the Polls 


HERE was thunder in Florida Tues- 


day that was heard around the nation. 

It was the voice of the state’ s voters, 
making history. 

They made history by giving Gover- 
nor LeRoy Collins the Democratic nomi- 
nation in the first primary. No candidate 
for Governor ever before won without 
a runoff. 


They made history again by nominat- 
ing as their Governor a man already 
holding the office. This never happened 
before, either—it was possible only he- 
cause Collins is serving the unexpired 
term of the late Dan McCarty. 

And they made history by demonstra- 
ting to the nation that at least one South- 
ern state is grown-up enough to meet the 
segregation problem with reason rather 
than emotion. 

The voice of the people gave a de- 
served ovation to LeRoy Collins, who in 
16 months has shown himself to be a 
leader of rare talents; the same voice 
delivered a crashing rebuke to the criers 
of race hatred. 

All in all, it was a great day—both for 
LeRoy Collins and for Florida. 

This election proved, once more, that 
the people are smarter than politicians 
give them credit for being. 

It proved, too, we think, that the day 
is gone when the gusty demagogue or 
the pie-in-the-sky promiser can rally this 
state behind him. 


4 + * 


` The thunder that rolled out. of the” 


polling places from Pensacola to Key 
West was unmistakable. 

Sumter Lowry, the retired National 
Guard general who campaigned solely 
on the race issue and whooped it up for 
“interposition” (by which he apparently _ 


meant.open defiance of the Federal Gov-. 


ernment) had boasted he would lead the 
ticket. He ended up about a quarter of a 
million votes behind Collins. In his home 
county of Hillsborough he got only 22 per 
cent of the vote and was beaten badly in 
his own precinct. 

Fuller Warren, the ex - Governor, 
started out with a bag full of candy to 
entice the voters, including the big pep- 
permint stick of $10,000 homestead tax 
. exemption, Then he virtually dropped © 
the whole bag in a frantic effort to out- 
shout Lowry on segregation. Warren 


` 


‘Our congratulations to the successful 


candidates jn the, Hillsborough County ` 


first? primagy:: also to the mpre than 
61,9003.-+-*s who, despite unfavorable 
~e tha nolle ta chaur thain 


County Primary Results 


vowed he would carry 51 counties; he 
actually carried four small ones and 
straggled in fourth. His home county of 


‘Dade gave him only 13,000 of its 150,000 


votes. 

Farris Bryant, the former House 
Speaker who had stood with Collins on 
most issues but found it expedient to 
accuse the Governor of multiple failures 
of leadership, discovered that only about 
100,000 voters thought he could do better. 

Besides rejecting the race-baiters in 
the Governor’s campaign, the people also 
repudiated them in the races for United 
States Senator and state Attorney Gen- 
eral. Senator George Smathers and At- 
torney General Richard Ervin, who have 
taken the approach of reason, crushed 
opponents who accused them of not 
fighting vigorously enough against inte- 


gration. 
l a ® + 


The election result should affect 


Florida’s future in several important 
ways. 

It will help avert any extreme action 
in the effort to preserve segregation. The 
people have shown they are content to 
have this sensitive problem handled as 
now, by the orderly processes of law. 

With 400,000 votes behind him and a 
four-year term ahead of him, Governor 
Collins is in a strong position to carry 
out his proposed governmental reforms. 
These include fair apportionment of 
legislative seats and constitutional re- 
vision. T : 

The decisive delea ‘of both Warre 
and Bryant, who had endorsed the plan 
to give each of the 67 counties a senator, 
virtually assures the death of this amend; 
ment in the November election. Governor 
Collins opposes it and rightly so. It 
would give the small, rural counties a 
stranglehold on all legislation forever- 
more. 

Lastly, the victory of the Collins ad- 
ministration assures prospective inves- 
tors that this state will continue to move 
forward under sound and progressive 


leadership. 


We congratulate LeRoy Collins on a 
personal triumph. We congratulate the 
people of Florida ` on their wisdom. And, 
especially, we congratulate the voters of 
.Hillshorqugh County, 56- per. cent of 
whom contributed their voices to this 
historic clap of thunder. 
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“Johnson 


Takes Lead | 


-In Texas 


. ‘Texas 


_ DALLAS, May 5.—(/)—Senate 
‘Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson 
tonight swept to an impressive 
Jead in his battle to capture the 
Democratic Party ma- 
chinery from Gov. Allan Shivers. 

A victory for Johnson has na- 


‘tional implications. He would be 


‘Texas’ “favorite son” candidate 
for president, and political ex- 
perts say the victory would bring 
him strong support for national 
party nominee for president. _ 

‘Incomplete and unofficial As- 
sociated Press’ reports shortly 
efore 11 P. M. indicated that 
‘Johnson leading with 651 votes 
in the state convention and 
Shivers 181. It requires 951 votes 


‘for a majority in the state con- 


vention. 

Scene of today’s battles were 
5000 precinct conventions which 
elected delegates to the county 
conventions meeting Tuesday. 
These county conclaves will elect 
delegates to the state conven- 


‘tion, which meets May 22. 


With a number of rump, or 
rival, conventions developing, 
‘there was the possibility that the 
\outcome of today’s crucial meet- 
Angs might not be finally known 
‘until it is decided which delega- 
tions will be recognized at county 


‘gonventions next Tuesday. 


Heated Campaign 
The precinct sessions today 


à climaxed several weeks of heated 


— 


— 


— — — mt 





campaigning between Governor 
Shivereand Johnson, U. S. Senate 
majority leader. Both want lead- 
ership of the Texas delegation to 
the national Democratic conven- 
tion. Johnson also has been pro- 
posed by House Speaker Sam 
Rayburn as a “favorite son” can- 
didate for the presidential nomi- 


The first substantial reports to- 
day came from the Texarkana 


' area in far northeast Texas. In re- 


ports from 27 of 43 conventions, 
Johnson got 60 of the delegation 
votes to the county convention 
while Shivers had 55. Both sides 


claimed seven votes in one pre- 
whanan Chivare fnreee halted. 


miam nd 








REPUBLICAN PERCENTAGE DOWN 


Big Vote Percentage Gain 
Shown By Democrats In 
Seven Primaries To Date 


WASHINGTON, May 5—t) 
— Nearly complete returns 
from the seven states that have 
held two-party presidential pri- 
maries so far this year showed 


‘today a drop in the total vote 


and a big percentage increase 
-by the Democrats compared 
with the 1952 primary vote. 

A tabulation by the Associ- 
ated Press showed a total two- 
party vote of 5,285,468 in the 
seven East and Midwest states, 
compared with 6,539,093 in the 
same primaries four years ago. 
All seven states were carried 
by President Eisenhower in the 
1952 general election. 

While the aggregate Republi- 


: can vote this year still topped 


the Democratic, the latter 

party pulled up greatly per- 

centagewise, boosting its share 

of the total from 26.9 in 1952 

to 45.1. The GOP percentage 

dropped from 73.1 to 54.9. 
The Totals — 

Republicans polled 2,899,263 
and the Democrats 2,386,205 
this year. In 1952 the respée- 
tive totals were 4,782,126 and 
1,756,967. , 

Republicans outpolled the 
Democrats in all but: Minne- 
sota and Massachusetts this 
year. Four years ago the GOP 
led all seven states.. 

Republican totals dropped in 
all seven states this year com- 
pared with 1952 and fell in 
percentage of the total vote in 
all except New Jersey. Demo- 
cratic totals dropped in New 
Hampshire, Illinois, New Jer- 
sey and Massachusetts and 
gained in percentage of the to- 
tal vote in all but New Jersey. 

Both parties have given dif- 
ferent interpretations of the 


state-by-state results. It is gen- 
erally agreed, however, that 
primary votes vary from year 
to year because some years 
there will be hot contests in 
one or both parties and in other 
years intra-party competition 
will be lacking. Issues, of 
course, figure in the change. 

For example, New Hamp- 
shire’s total vote of 99,430 this 
year was 36,729 less than the 
1952 presidential primary rec- 
ord. The drop was due largely 
to lack of any real GOP fight 
this year. Four years ago the 
1952 primary featured a siz- 
zling Eisenhower-Taft struggle. 

In Minnesota, for another 
example, the reversal of the 
1952 situation this year, with 
the Democratic vote more than 
doubling the Republican total, 
was attributed among other 
things to farm unrest, a wide 
open primary permitting cross- 
voting, and a hot Stevenson- 
Kefauver contest. There was 
no such Democratic competi- 
tion in 1952. 

A third example was in 
Massachusetts where the big 
drop in the 1956 vote was due 
to the almost complete lack of 
contests this year, whereas four 
years ago the Eisenhower-Taft 
battle attracted a heavy ballot 
turnout. r 

Following is a table of the 
vote in the seven states, com- 
pared with official totals for 


-the 1952 primaries; and totals 


and percentages cast by each 
party in both 1956 and 1952: 
(The New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania 1956 figures are unoffi- 
cial and incomplete. The Mas- 
sachusetts 1956 figures also are 
unofficial.) i 


State Year Republican Pct. Democrat Pct. 

N. H. ` 1956 65,479 65.9 * "33,951 34.1 
1952 96,507 70.7 39,652 

Minn. 1956 205,817 32.1 434,511 
1952 294,895 69.1 131,603 

Wis, 1956 455,832 57.9 330,665 42.1 
1952. TTR RIA TKR 241.525 927 
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Maryland 
Primary 


Set Monday © 


BALTIMORE, May 5— (P) — 
Marylanders will decide Monday 
whether to give President Eisen- 
hower and Sen. Estes Kefauver 
first claim on the presidential 
nominating. votes from this poli- 
tical weather-vane state. 

The only opposition for either 
is a faceless entry called “unin- 
structed delegation.” Neither 
write-in .voting nor crossing of 
party lines is allowed. 

Most interest in the campaign 
has been focused on the colorful 
senatorial primaries. _ 

_Millard E. Tydings, a veteran 
of 24 years in the Senate and 
chairman of its armed services 
committee before he was. bumped 
from, the seat by Republican 
John Marshall Butler six years 
ago, is out to get it back. 

Tangled With McCarthy 

Tydings, who tangled with Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy (R., Wis.)- over 
a Tydings subcommittee han- 
dling of a loyalty-in-government 
investigation, is one of five can- 
didates for the Democratic nomi- 
nation. 

Butler, whose surprise election 
resulted in a special Senate probe 
is running for renomination 
against two political newcomers. 
In 1950 he was backed by Mary- 
land elements friendly to Mc- 
Carthy. 

In the presidential primary, 
Democrats may vote either to 
give Kefauver their 18 nominat- 





ing votes on the first ballot or to 


let their delegates go to the con- 
vention uninstructed. 


Under the same circumstances 


29.0 |in 1952, Kefauver won by a near- 
67.9 ly 3-1 margin. He drew 137,885 
30.9 | votes. Republicans gave their de- 


legation to Gov. Theodore R. Mc- 
Keldin in a “favorite son” role. 
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305.80 
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:EPUBLICAN PERCENTAGE DOWN ` 


3ig Vote Percentage Gain : 


shown By Democrats In 
seven Primaries To Date 


WASHINGTON, May 5A») 

Nearly complete returns 
om the seven states that have 
ld two-party presidential pri- 
aries so far this year showed 


day a drop in the total vote 


da big percentage increase 
the Democrats compared 
th the 1952 primary. vote. 
A tabulation by the Associ- 
2d Press showed a total two- 
rty vote of 5,285,468 in the 
ven East and Midwest states, 
mpared with 6,539,093 in the 
me primaries four years ago. 
1 seven states were carried 
‘President Eisenhower in the 
52 general election. 
While the aggregate Republi- 


n vote this year still topped. 


e Democratic, the latter 
rty pulled up greatly per- 
ntagewise, boosting its share 
the total from 26.9 in 1952 
45.1. The GOP percentage 
‘opped from 73.1 to 54.9. 
The Totals — 
Republicans polled 2,899,263 
ıd the Democrats 2,386,205 
is year. In 1952 the respee- 
ve totals were 4,782,126 and 
756,867. 
Republicans outpolled the 
emocrats in all but: Minne- 
ta_and Massachusetts this 
ar. Four years ago the GOP 
d all seven states.. 
Republican totals dropped in 
l seven states this year com- 
ired with 1952 and fell in 
arcentage of the total vote in 
l except New Jersey. Demo- 
‘atic totals dropped in New 
ampshire, Illinois, New Jer- 
y and Massachusetts and 
ined in percentage of the to- 
1 vote in all but New Jersey. 
Both parties have given dif- 
rent interpretations of the 


Republican 


state-by-state results. It is gen- 
erally agreed, however, that 
primary votes vary from year 
to year because some years 
there will be hot contests in 
one or both parties and in other. 
years intra-party competition 
will be lacking. Issues, of 
course, figure in the change. 
For example, New Hamp- 


shire’s total vote of 99,430 this . 


year was 36,729 less than the 
1952 presidential primary rec- 
ord. The drop was due largely 
to lack of any real GOP fight 
this year. Four years ago the 
1952 primary featured a siz- 
zling Eisenhower-Taft struggle. 
In Minnesota, for another 
example, the reversal of the 
1952 situation this year, with 
the Democratic vote more than 
doubling the Republican total, 
was attributed among other 
things to farm unrest, a wide 
open primary permitting cross- 
voting, and a hot Stevenson- 
Kefauver contest. There was 
no such Democratic competi- 
tion in 1952. 
A third example was in 
Massachusetts where the big 
drop in the 1956 vote was due 
to the almost complete lack of 
contests this year, whereas four 
years ago the Eisenhower-Taft 
battle attracted a heavy ballot 
turnout. r ; 
Following is a table of the 
vote in the seven states, com- 
pared with official totals for 


-the 1952 primaries; and totals 


and percentages cast by each 
party in both 1956 and 1952: 
(The New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania 1956 figures are unoffi- 
cial and incomplete. The Mas- 
sachusetts 1956 figures also are 
unofficial.) i F 


Pct. Democrat Pet. 


tate Year 
. H. 7 ` ` 4956 65,479 65.9 ” 33,951 34.1 
1952 96,507 70.7 39,652 29.0 
‘inn. ‘ 1956 205,817 32.1 434,511 67.9 
1952 294,895 69.1 131,603 30.9 
"is, 1956 455,832 57.9 330,665 42.1 
1952 776,624 76.3 241,525 23.7 
L 1956 823,699 52.2 753,474 47.8 
.1952 — 1,397,356 61.0 894,991 39.0 
. J. (A) 1956 325,570 74.4 111,838 25.6 
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BALTIMORE, May 5— (?) — 


Marylanders will decide Monday 
whether to give President Eisen- 


hower and Sen. Estes Kefauver 
first claim on the presidential 


nominating. votes from this poli- 


tical weather-vane state. 

The only opposition for either 
is a faceless entry called “unin- 
structed delegation.” Neither 


write-in voting nor crossing of 


party lines is allowed. 


Most interest in the campaign 
has been focused on the colorful: 
senatorial primaries. | . 

Millard E. Tydings, a veteran 
of 24 years in the Senate and 
chairman of its armed services 
committee before he was. bumped 
from, the seat by Republican 
John Marshall Butler six years 
ago, is out to get it back. 

Tangled With McCarthy 


Tydings, who tangled with Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy (R., Wis.). over 
a Tydings subcommittee han- 
dling of a loyalty-in-government 
investigation, is one of five can- 
didates for the Democratic nomi- 
nation. 


Butler, whose surprise election 
resulted in a special Senate probe 
is running for renomination 
against two political newcomers. 
In 1950 he was backed by Mary- 
land elements friendly to Mc- 
Carthy. l 

In the presidential primary, 
Democrats may vote either to 
give Kefauver their 18 nominat- 


{ing votes on the first ballot or to 


t their delegates go to the con- 
Ntion uninstructed. 
Under the same circumstances 
1952, Kefauver won by a near- 
3-1 margin. He drew 137,885 
tes. Republicans gave their de- 
gation to Gov. Theodore R. Mc- 
eldin in a “favorite son” role. 
supported Eisenhower. 
Same Choiee 


Republicans have the same 
Haire on Eisenhower with their 
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Angs mient nol we smag sr- 
‘until it is decided which delega- 
tions will be recognized at county 
conventions next Tuesday. 
Heated Campaign 
The precinct sessions today 
: elimaxed several weeks of heated 
. campaigning between Governor 
Shivers and Johnson, U. S. Senate 
` majority leader. Both want lead- 
ership of the Texas delegation to 
the national Democratic conven- 
tion. Johnson also has been pro- 
posed by House Speaker Sam 
Rayburn as a “favorite son” can- 
didate for the presidential nomi- 


The first substantial reports to- 
. day came from the Texarkana 
area in far northeast Texas. In re- 
ports from 27 of 43 conventions, 


while Shivers had 55. Both sides 

claimed seven votes in one pre- 

cinct where Shivers forces bolted. 
Goes for Johnson 

The precinct of former U. S. 
Senator Tom Connally in Marlin, 
Texas, went for Johnson. Connally 
had publicly suported Johnson. 

In the East Texas city of Long- 
view one precinct with 57 of the 
132 votes to be cast by Gregg 
County next week was taken by 
Shivers’ supporters. The opposi- 
tion forces then walked out and 
held another convention to name 
their own 57 delegates. 

Included in the rump conven- 
tion at Longview were about 75 
of the estimated 100 Negroes at- 

tending. ° ; 
. GOP Holds Meetings 

Republicans also held their pre- 
einct conventions today but their 
sessions were expected to be 
mostly routine. Principal order of 
business was consideration of 
_ resolutions endorsing Eisenhower 
and Nixon, for reelection. ~. - 

tate Democratic party has 
been split since Silvers leg party 
officials and a big segment of the 
party in suporting Eisenhower in 
1952. The rest of the state Demo- 
cratic party rallied under the 
leadership of Rayburn and the 
National Democratic Committee. 


hepubircaus 


7 eubpuiscu “este j 
Democrats in all but Minne- 
sota and Massachusetts this 
year. Four years ago the GOP 


Jed all seven states. 


Republican totals dropped in 
all seven states this year com- 
pared with 1952 and fell in 
percentage of the total vote in 
all except New Jersey. Demo- 
cratic totals dropped in New 
Hampshire, Illinois, New Jer- 
and Massachusetts 
gained in percentage of the to- 
tal vote in all but New Jersey. 

Both parties have given dif- 
ferent interpretations of the 


sey 


State 
N. EL 


Minn. 


Wis. 
Til. 


N. J. (A) 
Mass. (B) 
Pa. (C) 
Totals 


Year 
` 1956 
1952 
1956 
1952 
1956 
1952 
1956 
1952 
1956 
1952 
1956 
1952 
1956 
1952 
1956 
1952 


“to the almost complete lack of 
contests this year, whereas four 
years ago the Eisenhower-Taft 


battle attracted a heavy ballot 
is a table of the 


and 


Republican 
65,479 
96,507 

205,817 
294,895 
455,832 
776,624 
823,699 

1,397,356 

325,570 
673,719 
§4,710 
371,120 
968,156 
1,171,905 
2,899,263 

_ 4,782,126 


turnout. 
Following 
vote in the seven states, com- 
fficial totals for 
-the 1952 primaries; and totals 
and percentages cast by each 
party in both 1956 and 1952: 
(The New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania 1956 figures are unoffi- 
cial and incomplete. The Mas- 
sachusetts 1956 figures also are 
unofficial.) i 


pared with o 


Pct. 
65.9 
70.7 
32.1 
69.1 
57.9 
76.3 
52.2 
61.0 
74.4 
72.8 
48.9 
84.3 
59.3 
90.1 
54.9 
73.1 


Democrat 
” 33,951 
39,652 
434,511 
131,603 
330,665 
241,525 
753,474 
894,991 
111,838 


251,097 | 


57,199 
69,321 
664,567 
128,778 
2,386,205 
1,756,967 


Pct. 
34.1 
29.0 
67.9 
30.9 
42.1 
23.7 
47.8 
39.0 
25.6 
27.2 
51.1 
15.7 
40.7 

9.9 
45.1 
26.9 


(A) New Jersey 1956 figures are unofficial and come from 


3992 of 4155 voting districts. 
(B) Massachusetts 1956 tota 
dential write-ins. Official figures expected t 


ls are unofficial based on presi- 
o be larger. 1952 


figures include only those expressing presidential preference, 
although actual vote turnout was larger, Republican 414,234, Dem- 
ocratic 123,739. > 


- (C) Pennsylvania 1 
represents all but 71 of 


Although the party percent- 
ages in the above table may 
not be any guide as to next 
November's elections, the, two- 
party percentages of the ‘total 
vote in the 1952 primaries com- 
pared with their percentages 
in the 1952 general election 
follow: s 


956 figures are incomplete. Republican 
8730 precincts, Democratic all but 75. 
— — — — — — — 


House Group Votes 
$40-Million For 
Army Facilities 


WASHINGTON, May 3.—-¢T~ 
The House Appropriations Com- 
mittee has approved a $40,000,- 
000 construction program for 
Army reserve training facilities 


40 per cent. 
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famous “LUXITE, by KAYSER” label, 





dling of a loyalty-in-government E 
investigation, is one of five can- 
didates for the Democratic nomi- 
nation. 

Butler, whose surprise election 
resulted in a special Senate probe 
is running for renomination 
against two political newcomers. 
In 1950 he was backed by Mary- 
land elements friendly to Mc- 
Carthy. 

In the presidential primary, 
Democrats may vote either to 
give Kefauver their 18 nominat- 
ing votes on the first ballot or to 
let their delegates go to the con- 
vention uninstructed. 


Under the same circumstances 
in 1952, Kefauver won by a near- 
ly 3-1 margin. He drew 137,885 
yotes. Republicans gave their de- 
legation to Gov. Theodore R. Mc- 
Keldin in a “favorite son” role. 
He supported Eisenhower. 


Same Choice 


Republicans have the same 
choice on Eisenhower with their 
24 convention votes. Beyond a 
few speeches by McKeldin, who 
nominated him in the 1952 na- 
tional convention, there has been 
little campaigning on Eisenhow- 
er’s behalf. 


Maryland, which since 1880 has, 
been. carried by every successful | 
presidential candidate except 
Harry Truman in 1948, geve 
Eisenhower 499.424 votes to 395,- 
337 votes Adlai Stevenson in the 
general election four years ago. 

Registered Democrats outnum- 
ber Republicans by 752,500 to 
316,916. In the absence of a head- 
on fight in either presidential 
primary, election officials pre- 
dicted a light turnout of about j§ 
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of lace tops a slender skirt which is finished with an inse! 
lace and permanently pleated flounce. White, in- 
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Other Contests . ; 
The only other contests involve} 
seven congressional seats, 15 


is gzeships and delegates to thed 
state € T We 

major parties. The conventions. 
to be called within 30 days afte:. 
the primary, will elect national 
convention delegates. 
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Johnson did not actively oppose i 60.9 |2 t J 
Shivers until Rayburn proposed — 590. D 39.1 |and National Guard armories. ——— w — 
egy ——— ace: Minn. R 69.1 ` R 53.3 The committee recommended | more, Democratic national tom: 

However Johnson has said that — D 30.9 A Hye that Congress give the Army just) mitteeman, and former Gov. W.| 

he suported Adlai Stevenson Wis. p ae R a7 |what it asked for buildings in Prenton TAU Jr., Tydings faced! 

against Eisenhower in 1952. m. R 61.0 .. R 54.8 |which to carry out an expanded m ea nee hen he entered 

Johnson thinks the 56-vote D 39.0 D 45.0 |beefing-up of Uncle Sam's stand-| George p Manohi — 

conve Gon TA — N. 3. R 728 ` R 56B |by forces. state racing coinmmlasion chairman 

Supeore (i uae 1 ays D272 . D 420 | The reserve training buildings|who created a sensation with his e 

— thinks the d ie vation Mass. R843 . R 54.2 |approved, on which the Federal|crusade against horse druggings (C) 

zhould be fr aie seleh te ni D357 D455 |Government would pay the entire|and race “fixes” in the 1940's 
DOr as it did in 1952 by refusing Pa. R 90.1 K 52.7 |cost, include these (number ofjhad campaigned for months be- in 
to support “Stevenson D 99 D 46.9 |men designed for and cost, in|fore Tydings announced. MAIL ORDERS WELCOME ee 

————— that order): | All of Maryland except two F aes — 
Bradenton Beach 7 Contrast In Generals | Fiorida — Crestview, 100, $75,-|7ural, counties has voting ae ae. g ne! 
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‘famous "LUXITE, by KAYSER" label. 


‘d all seven states. ned battle attracted a heavy ballot nation. ; 

Republican totals drop in | turnout. ° hos : F i * 

ll seven states this year com- Following is a table of the ited | h — e an (A) "CRADLE SNATCHER" of Nylon Tricot is frilly as a 
ared with 1952 and fell in | vote in the seven states, com- slasper dare be. Rows ef self color nylon ruching around 


À SR: : ning for renomination 
ercentage of the total vote in | pared with official totals for j" ny 

ll except New Jersey. Demo- |-the 1952 primaries; and totals Leas ago rae 
ratic totals dropped in New | and percentages cast by each In d elements friendly t P 
‘ampshire, Illinois, New Jer- | party in both 1956 and 1952: lan thy i —— 
sy and Massachusetts and | (The New Jersey and Pennsyl- |C ; 

ained in percentage of the to- | vania 1956 figures are unoffi- In the presidential primary, 
al vote in all but New Jersey. | cial and incomplete. The Mas- pemocrats may vote either to 
Both parties have given dif- | sachusetts 1956 figures also are give Kefauver their 18 nominat- 
srent interpretations of the | unofficial.) ding votes on the first ballot or to 


l , let their delegates go to the con- 
tate Year Republican Pct. Democrat Pct. ntion uninstructed. 
LH . ` 1956 65,479 65.9 “ 33,951 34.1 


seoop nock and the fancy pants. Slashed side on top; 
elastic lég. Blue spray, green foam, pink cloud in small, 
medium and large... 6.95 j * ie. a 


(B) PETTISKIRT of 40 denier Nylon Tricot in white, yellow 
eream and strawberry eream. So smooth under Summer 
sheaths. Exquisitely finished with double border of embrei- 
dery and sheer chiffon folds. Small, medium and large. .3.95 




































(C) SLIP OF 40 DENIER NYLON TRICOT. A lined bodice 


Under the same circumstances of lace tops a slender skirt which is finished with an insert of -- 





; 1952 96,507 70.7 39,652 29.0 1952, Kefauver won by a near- lace and permanently pleated flounce. White,- in- sizes 
dinn. 1956 205,817 32.1 434,511 67.9 3-1 margin. He drew 137,885 .32 to 40 ... 5.95 ; sa 
1952 294,895 69.1 131,603 30.9 |fotes. Republicans gave their de- 
Vis. 1956 455,832 57.9 330,665 42.1 |fPsation to Gov. Theodore R. Mc- 
1952 776,624 76.3 241525 23.7 |@eldin in a “favorite son” role. 
u. 1956 823,699 52.2 753,4714 47.8 |Ħe supported Eisenhower. 
.1952 1,397,356 61.0 894,991 39.0 |}. Same Choice 
T. J. (A) 1956 325,570 74.4 111,838 25.6 |. Republicans have the same 
1952 673.719 72.8 251,097 27.2 fehoice on Eisenhower with their 
Aass. (B) 1956 54,710 48.9 57199 511 Fes convention votes. Beyond a 
few speeches by McKeldin, who 
1952 371,120 84.3 69,321 15.7 KC- —— 
> . nominated him in the 1952 na- 
>a. (C) 1956 968,156 59.3 664,567 40.7 : 
tional convention, there has been 
1952 1,171,905 90.1 128,778 9.9 [little campaigning on Eisenhow- 
Totals 1956 2,899,263 84.9 2,386,205 45.1 [er's behalf. 
1952 . 4,782,126 73.1 1,756,967 26.9 | Maryland, which since 1880 has 


been carried by every successful į 
presidential candidate except 
Harry Truman in 1948, gave 
Eisenhower 499.424 votes to 395,- 
337 votes Adlai Stevenson in the 
general election four years ago. 

Registered Democrats outnum- 
ber Republicans by 752,500 to 
316,916. In the absence of a head- 
on fight in either presidential; 
primary, election officials pre- 
dicted a light turnout of about 
140 per cent. 


Other Contests ` ' 
The only other contests involve. 


(A) New Jersey 1956 figures are unofficial and come from 
3992 of 4155 voting districts. : 

(B) Massachusetts 1956 totals are unofficial based on presi- 
jential write-ins. Official figures expected to be larger. 1952 
figures include only those expressing presidential preference, 
although actual vote turnout was larger, Republican 414,234, Dem- 
ocratic 123,739. r : 

(C) Pennsylvania 1956 figures are incomplete. Republican 
represents all but 71 of 8730 precincts, Democratic all but 75. 


_ Although the party percent- 

ages in the above table may House Group Votes 
Sot be any guide as to next |$40-Million For 
November's elections, the. two- A F, slities 


party percentiges of ‘the “total : _|seven congressional seats, ' 15 
- | WASHINGTON, Way 5m >ijudgeships ang delegates to ihe 
vote in the 1952 primaries com- — state convatone oP tee V 


pared with their percentages Tbe House Appropriations Com- major parties. The conventio s. 


in the 1952 general election [mittee has approved a $40,000-/to be called w'thin 30 days after. 
000 construction program forjthe primary, will elect national | 
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follow: 
H. 70. g |Army reserve training facilities convention delegates. 
— D 200 R O0? land National Guard armories. `|„„DetPite_ support from Mayor 
Minn R691 FR 833 itt * .IThomas D'Alesandro of Balti- pail |; g ; : 
a D309 D441 The committee recommended| more, Democratic national com- cf : | 3 ; — F 
Wis R763 R610 that Congress give the Army just;mitteeman, and former Gov. W. cS y EG  ? — oS 
i D 237 D 38.7 |wbat it asked for buildings in|Preston Lane, Jr., Tydings faced. ` 
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D 390 D 45.0 |beefing-up of Uncle Sam's stand- ase: primary. l 
N. J. R 72.8 R368 |by forces. George P. Mahoney, former 
D 27.2 D 42.0 i TIR state racing commission chairman / 
Mass R 843 R 542 The reserve training buildings|who created a sensation with his . 
: D157 455 approved, on which the Federal/crusade against horse druggings (C) Sa - 
` D 45.5 |Government would pay the entire and race “fixes” in the 1940' ' : — 
Pa. R901 RB27 |cost include these (number of|had campaigned for month n s, (D) SLIP OF 40 DENIER NYLON TRICOT (E) MANDARIN PAJAMAS of nylon ; 
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BRADENTON BEACH, May 5.|from active service of Lt. Gen.|000; Wauchula, 100, $68,000; West 
—(By Staff .Writer)—A heated Floyd L. Parks’ after 38 years, Palm Beach, 200, $158,000. 


city council meeting here last in uniform. In 1930, according elt RENAE IE, 
The green turtle of the West 


night saw Mayor Robert Martini to a historian present, there were 
state he was “sorry” he had “ex- exactly 65 generals’in the entire Indies sometimes reach a weight | 


of charges of misfeasance and 
malfeasance in office made by 
the wife of the city clerk, Mrs. 
James Zerby, who heads the; * 
voters league. 

Charges of secret meftings of 
the council, and the purchase of 
a truck without asking for bids 
were diso made. 

Mrs. Zerby charged Martini 
with consistently overstepping Bes 
the authority of his office. She}; : ` — E 


charged he ordered the city at- j giy 
FOR MOTHERS 











































torney’ to file an answer to àa 
guit against the city without the ; 
matter first being discussed at| # 
a council meeting. — Young or Old — 
Attorney Frank Schaub in reply| $ t 
to a suit filed against the clos- No- Oron 
ing of: an alley by the council. | § j 
E. C. Camp filed the suit, andj 3 ’ 
last night also took Martini toj; l H n 
building law violation by Camp]; L. l 
which Martini conducted. į 4 
The charge that the mayor and — $. 
a conimittee had bought a truck]; À he 
without asking bids on it was : ; N — 
Garlork, who said he took the F l 
—— — — for the action. 98 
. The council voted a resolution = 
last might specifying that all ar- e 
purchased on open bidding. 
EN S AREA 
House Study Group ere i 
Sees Possibility Of — — — 
A 8 For Israel ° e, no-iron coron 
SHINGTON, May 5—/) xe in a lovely floral print 
~-A, possibility of last resort | % | — t- pS on grounds of cream, 
Jsrapl, to balance Czech ship- i ; ip- 
ments to Egypt, was advanced i blush and aqua. Zip 
today in the report of a special pered front, with con- 
-congressional study mission. 3 aze 
trasting piping on the 


The, answer was filed by City 
task for a trial over an alleged| : 
verified by Counciiman Eldon F. 
ticlesj costing more that $100 be | 
Full length cotton 
shipments of U. S. arms to 
The report called, however, 
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You'll never believe a cot- . 
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puffs. The lingerie top is 
permanently tucked and 
set in pre-shrunk elastic. 


Cups are held in. shape . 


with whisper-weight, pres- 
_sure-free flat wire that 
never presses. White or 


black. A cup 32:to 36. B 
and C cups, 32 to 38. 
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EDITORIALS 


Sunday, May 6, 1956 





BIBLE THOUGHT—My soul is weary of my life.—Job-10:1.—Many people pass through mo- 
ments of profound depression. The story of Job relates how a man rebounded from the depth 
of misery. It is God’s world and His sun will shine again. 





: High Man In Low Campaign 


NE of the saddest governorship cam- 
paigns Florida ever has witnessed is 
rushing toward a decision at the polls. 

It’s sad because, for the first time in 
the modern history of this state, men 
are trying to ride into the Governor's 
office on the witch’s-broom of race 
hatred. 

They already have done immeasure- 
able damage to the racial good-will 
which long existed in Florida and could 
continue to exist under responsible 
leadership. 

The devil’s dust of prejudice and fear 


they are scattering will poison this fair 


land for years to come. : 

And the Negro will not be the only 
victim. Race hate, like the fall-out of 
an atom bomb, strikes far beyond its 
original target area. l 

The mind which can be persuaded to 
despise a black skin turns easily, too, 
against, the “foreign” name or the un- 
orthodox religion. 

The demagogue whose trumpet today 
arouses the populace against the Negro 
tomorrow may cry out against the Jew, 
the Latin, the Catholic or any other 
minority. 

MHate's hot ashes, once loosed, fall 
upon the just and the unjust. alike. 

Look on the fringes of the governor- 
ship campaign today and what do you 





So let the people understand full well 
where this dark road leads. 


The saddest part of the whole cam- 
paign is that there is really no race issue 
at all. All major candidates for Governor 
favor segregated schools; none can do 
any more than the other to maintain 
them, for all are limited by the processes 
of law. . f 


The problem is real but the issue is 


false. 


In a campaign overshadowed, as this 
one, by a false issue, the true issues have 
been lost to view. Reapportionment, 
highways, taxes, school financing, con- 
Stitutional revisign—none has received 
the attention it deserved. — 


The candidate who has stuck to the 
real issues—and to the truth—throughout 
this campaign is Governor LeRoy Col- 
lins. He has told the people the facts; he 
has never resorted to distorting and mis- 
representing the records of his oppon- 
ents, although he himself has been 
slandered almost daily. 


Of the candidates who entered this 
campaign in February, LeRoy Collins is 
the only one to emerge a bigger man 
in May. 


A Florida which wants to turn back 


from swamps of hate and climb toward a 


brighter tomorrow will cast its vote for 
Calline Tnacdov 


— ——— eS 


— 





WRITER AND ACTOR 


l prefer acting that | see fn the 
theater to acting in the popular 
preacher's pulpit, in the Harley 
Street consulting room, in the law 
courts or the houses ef Parliament. 
The man who openly plays a charac- 
ter part for two hours a night, with 
a painted face in the spotlights, is 
more likely to remain in @ healthy 
state of. mind than the man who 
plays @ character part day end 
night, using every room he enters es 
his stage . . . Hot vanity is better 
than cold conceit. Egetism Is bad, 
but egoism is worse, and whereas 
actors are often egotists, 1 think 
authors are more often egoists, giant 
spiders spinning webs ef words ouf 
of themselves. Many writers live 
and work in a cold, self-centered 
and ungenerous spirit thet is far 
worse than the foolish vanity end 
bad temper of the theatrical folk.— 


. B. Priestly in Rain Upon Godshil! 


(Harper). 


SONG AND STORY 
RUDYARD KIPLING. By John 
Beecroft. Doubleday & Co., New 


York, $5.95. (May Selection of 
the Literary Guild.) i 

Doubleday has performed an 
outstanding service to readers 
everywhere in the publication of 
this comprehensive and complete 
selection of the stories and 
poems of the immortal English 
author; and the Literary Guild is 
due congratulations for making 
it the May selection for its sub- 
scribers. f 

The Doubleday-Beecroft-Guild 
Kipling is in two beautifully 
printed volumes, which include 
practically everything of perma- 
nent value that he wrote. For 
more than half a century Kipling 
has been beloved by all who read 
English books. 

These volumes contain his best- 
known titles. The first includes 
the complete novel, Kim, consid- 
ered to be his masterpiece; The 
Jungle Book, with its imperish- 
able Mowgli stories; Puck of 
Pook’s Hill, not so well-known; 
the charmful Just So Stories, still 
as eagerly read as they were a 
generation ago. 


— — ae 


BOOKS AND B 


BY E.D. LAMBRIGHT 





OOK 


like himself, want Kipling always 


readily at hand, for no home li- 


brary is complete without him. 
The edition is beautifully illus- 
trated by Richard M. Powers. 


FOR YOUNG READERS 

A set of four “Vision Books,” 
intended mainly for young Cath- 
olic readers, published by Far- 
rar, Strauss & Cudahy, New 
York, at $1.95 each: 


SAINT JOHN BOSCO AND 
THE CHILDREN’S SAINT 
DOMINIC SAVIO. By Catherine 
Beebe. The life story of John 
Bosco, the 19th century saint, 
beloved by boys all over the 
world, and his pupil, Dominic, 
who died at the age of 15, who 
was canonized in 1954. 

FATHER MARQUETTE AND 
THE GREAT RIVERS. By 
August Derleth. The explorations 
of the French missionary and 
Louis Joliet, who braved the 
dangers of savage tribes to find 
another “great river,” after 
visiting the outposts in Canada, 
seeking new lands for France 
and new souls for Christ. 

ST. FRANCIS OF THE SEVEN 
SEAS. By Albert J. Nevins. 
Francis Xavier, selected to do 
missionary work in India, who 
joined the followers of Ignatius 
Loyola, to found the Society of 
Jesus. 
` ST. THERESE AND THE 
ROSES. By Helen Walker 
Homan. The “Little Flower” and 
her four sisters, Marie, Pauline, 
Leonie and Therese. Growing up - 
meant growing closer to God. 
A classıc of delightful family 
life among five sisters, one of 
whom became a saint. 


BLURBS 

May is a month of Days— 
among those yet to come, Hos- 
pital Day 12th; Mother’s Day, 
13th; Armed Forces Day, 19th; I 
Am An American Day, 20th; 
Maritime Day, 22nd; Poetry Day, 
24th; Memorial Day, 30th : : 
From those you should be able 
to select one to your liking : : 
Most widely and deservedly ob- 


served, the Sunday in honor of 
mathare «© 6 Tm Fha T ant Gétianh 


~ Generals. 





“NOISIAIC dd 


Drew Pearson 





WASHINGTON.—The Jc 
have been bickering so muc 
budget that President Eise. 
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WRITER AND ACTOR 
I prefer acting that | see fn the 
theater to acting in the popular 
preacher's pulpit, in the Harley 


like himself, want Kipling always 

readily at hand, for no home li- 

brary is complete without him. 
The edition is beautifully illus- 














. a SE Se can Cade CULL UCU 
and virtually destroyed in Florida, creep- 
ing back into the open, like the return- 
ing jackal; growing bolder and bolder 
as it feeds on the meat of bigotry nightly 
tossed from the political platforms. 

It has become so bold in Jacksonville, 
the headquarters for one candidate for 
Governor, that Jacksonville ministers 
last week called for enforcement of state 
laws against mask-wearing and cross- 
burning in public. 

The Klan means hate, not only for 
the Negro but for the Jew and Catholic 
and foreign-born and anybody of differ- 
ing philosophy. The Klan means vio- 
lence—its record in Florida and through- 
out the South is stained with floggings 
and murders. 





A Lake County grand jury, acting 
under orders from Circuit Judge Truman 
G. Futch, last Feb. 24 began an inquiry 
into the State Pardon Board’s action in 
sparing the life of Walter Lee Irvin, a 
Negro convicted of rape. ms 

After an investigation extending over 
a period of 2% months, the jury 
concluded that the Pardon Board had a 
legal right to commute Irvin’s sentence 
to life imprisonment but recommended 
further investigation by the Legislature. 
(It did not indicate what it thought the 
-Legislature might accomplish.) 

The jury held that the prosecution 
produced sufficient evidence for Irvin’s 
conviction but conceded that both sides 
in the case “were negligent in failing 
to use all available scientific, clinical and 
medical means of investigation.” 

The jury made no charges of wrong- 
doing on the part of Governor Collins 
or other members of the Pardon Board. 
It alleged no bargain with the NAACP. 
It did not even hint that there might 
be a Communist in the woodpile. 

So the report must have been a sore 
_ disappointment to the enemies of Gover- 
nor Collins who have been using his 
humanitarian action in this case in an 
attempt to smear him for political 


purposes. - 
* æ + 


l In contests for other offices to be 
voted on Tuesday The Tribune has 
endorsed these candidates: 


U. S. Senator: 

George Smathers : 
Supreme Court: 

Group 1—Stephen C. O’Connell 

Group 3—T. Frank Hobson 
Secretary of State: 

R. A. (Bob) Gray ’ 
Attorney General: / 

Richard (Dick) Ervin 
Legislature: : 

Group 1—James S. Moody 

Group 2—Robert T. Mann 

Group 3—Sam M. Gibbons 
Sheriff: i 

Ed Blackburn, Jr. 
Constable: 

Dist: 1—Malcolm E. Beard 





_4. The Pardon Board::And The Judge 


members of the Pardon Board — all 
elected Cabinet officers — agreed with 
him. 

The Lake County grand jury said it 
shut out political considerations from its 
investigation and, so far as we can 
determine from its report, it seems to 
have done so. nae 4 ` 


But because the Irvin case has been 
and is being used so shamelessly for 
political purposes by Governor Collins’ 
opponents, the voters are entitled to 
examine the whole background of this 
most unusual investigation. 


No grand jury ever before, within our 
memory, was ordered by a circuit judge 
to inquire into the actions of a, Pardon 
Board. ' 

Judge Futch’s order came out of a 
clear blue sky, two months after the 
Pardon Board action. He based it on a 
secretly-circulated petition of 121 names. 

In his remarks to the grand jury on 
several occasions, Judge Futch went out 
of his way to criticize Governor Collins. 
At one point he suggested that “the 
Communist Party” had something to do 
with influencing the commutation. 

Lets go back for a moment to 
Dec. 27, 1952. 

On that date Judge Futch made a 
speeçh in Lake County in which he càlled 


` Stay in the United States was. 


Myself—an intimate story of his 


life, his trials and triumphs, his 
failures and successes, how and 
why he wrote. It begins with his 
birth in Bombay, where his father 
was head of the Bombay School 
of Art, his being sent home to 
England at the age of six, his 
enrollment in the United Serv- 
ices College in- North Devon, 
where he started writing, editing 
the college magazine and con- 
tributing verse to a local paper. 
After his education was com- 
pleted, he returned to India, 
working on the staff of two mag- 
azines, one of which sent him to 
London. It was then that he met 
Caroline Starr Balestier, sister of 
the American writer, Charles 
Wolcott Balestier, and married 
her several years later. They 
lived for awhile in Brattlebon.,” 
Vermont, returned to England. 


Kipling went to South Africa ‘to : 
` the woodpile” : — 
LgRoy,s wetch -+ but it hasn't 
cause 


report the Boer War, then sett] 
down in Sussex, wher, A 
mained the tést of his ffe” B 


saddened by the death of his 
daughter. 


Kipling is my favorite poet, ` 


rivaled in my affections only by 
Tennyson. I have committed most 
of his poems to memory, and, on 
a test, have recited them contin- 
uously for an hour, without repe- 
tition. 


The poems republished have 
been well selected, and range 
fram the devout Recessional to 
the somewhat ribald The Ladies, 
target of much criticism. 


These carefully chosen works 
will serve as an admirable intro- 
duction to those unacquainted 
with the great master of song 
and story, and will “renew the 
affection and delight of those 
readers who come happily back 
to well-remembered treasures.” 
As Mr. Beecroft says, the two 
volumes will please those who, 


“taken the last stite 







"games, 


h yet: :InA 
Man’s World Douglas Fairbairn. 
has as his hero a mess boy on 
a millionaire’s yacht, tied up on 
the Riviera—unusual adventure 
(Simon & Schuster) : Guild 
August selection, The Half-Crown 
House — by Helen Ashton — im- 
poverished English family- col- 
Jects half-crowns from visitors to 
their ancestral home : : Tecum- 
seh, famed Indian chief of the 
early 1800s, subject of a new 
book by Glenn Tucker (Bobbs- 
Merrill) : : He tried to form a 
confederacy of tribes to keep 
whites off their lands, was killed 
: : After Tuesday there’!] be only 
two gubernatorial candidates to 
listen to and the political atmos- 
phere should become clearer— 
and cleaner : : Facile Fuller's 
friends believe that one term— 
good or bad—deserves another :: 
Sumter spies something dark “in 
: Somebody stole 


him to lese any time in 
his race 
n the book news 
atest, The Girl He Left Behind, 
to be published by Viking 
and screened by the Warners: : 
Attention, card addicts—do you 
wish to play Oh Hell, Snip Snap 
Shore and Lame Brains? : : New 
described in The New 
Complete Hoyle, (Garden City 
Books): : Very thoughtful and 
press-agentry of Dial Press— 
sending me a Kefauver biog- 
raphy, in time for the May 29 
primary : : Just heard of a guy 
who was so stingy that when he 
took his girl to the beach on a 
hot sunny day, didn’t buy her a 
parasol—just told shady stories 
: : A practical politician is one 
who finds out which way the 
crowd is moving, then elbows his 
way to the front and yells for 
the winner : 
longer finds fault with her hus- 
band—a widow. : : VOTE! 





‘Robert Ruark 


It Was Sad Day When Prexy 
Of Kenya Hunters Retired 
| 


NAIROBI, Kenya—I do believe 
that I was witness the other day 
to one of the saddest sights a 
sentimental man might see when 
Philip Percival of Machakos 
stepped down as president of the 
Professional Hunters Association 
of Kenya. It was just as if a cen- 
tury had died. ; 

Old Phil had been prexy of the 
pros since 1934. He was the quin- 
tessential man. He is a jolly, 
rosy fellow who looks less like a 


Bell, the late Jim Corbett, the 
late Mike Cotter, and the present 
Pat Ayre, 
when Phil resigned. 5 
These were Titans of the trade 
—ten who loved the animals and 
put up with the clients but once 
in a while found it possible to 


'ennoble the clients merely by 


their association with animals and 
apace and themseives: 
: * 


PHILIP TRAINED Harry Selby, 





j Germany, what plans the 


: : Marion Hargrave is m 
again—his 


: A woman who no _ 


_ and Walter Reuther, 
' Workers. 


who stepped down * garded. For example, forme 





Chief of Staff, grumbling again 
Defense Wilson’s plan to increas 
at the expense of the Army. 

reached such a point that Wils 
plained to Eisenhower that th 
were not cooperating. 


Eisenhower, who used to ha 
to do with the Army, promptly 
Joint Chiefs to the White Hous 
pep talk and a lecture, urged ¢* 
gether as a team. 

“I want you to know,” Þe , 
door is always open if you ła e 


The President then brou. 
- of the medium-range guidec 
i. General Taylor, who once s 


Taylor did not seem too w 
in generalities. 


Then the President turn 
Twining, Air Force Chief 
duced a map of detailed } 
the medium-range guided m 
overseas in a carefully arrar 
the edge of the Iron Curta 


General Twining was so 
his explanation and out-talk 
tively that the President a; 
Force plan. 


Afterward, General Tayk 
Pentagon and cussed out his 
for not giving him a better 
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BRAZIL IS THE BEST : 
has in South America. Desp 
House did not bother to give 
of Brazil one of the many 
kept by the White House, Se 
the Pentagon to fly Cabinet 
and their wives to various p: 
and the world. 

‘ Instead, Vice Preside: 
chugged from Washington 1 
in Texas in a slowpoke DC-3 
Airlines. The trip took 10 he 
long as a flight to Brazil. 

Goulart, a big cattle ranc 
do Sul in Southern Brazil, i 
the King ranch, but stoppin; 
Bartle of Kansas City; will al: 
Graham, Truman’s physician 
and in Detroit will confer wit 
head 


-The vice president is h 
“Stewart Alsop 
REE EEE 


Defense Rec 


WASHINGTON—In this e 
the most cogent warnings : 


tary of the Air Force Trevor 
ten two articles in Look m 
denied facts to prove that thi 
both the air power and thi 
the Soviet Union. Hardly . 
much attention. 

Perhaps more attention 
paid if it had been known 
Gardner article on the missile 
fn the hove that it wonld he x 


SSRIDNOD JO AMWHAIT ‘NOISTAIC Jd TYOSNNWW FHL dO SNOLLOGTIOO HL Woda GHONdONdaa | 











the ‘only one to emerge a bigger man 
in May. 

A Florida which wants to turn back 
from swamps of hate and climb toward a 


brighter tomorrow will cast its vote for 
Collins Tuesday. 


Other Candidates 


In contests for other offices to be 
voted on Tuesday The Tribune has 
endorsed these candidates: 

U. S. Senator: 
George Smathers 
Supreme Court: 
Group 1—Stephen C. O'Connell 
Group 3—T. Frank Hobson 
Secretary of State: 
R. A. (Bob) Gray ’ 
Attorney General: / 
Richard (Dick) Ervin 
Legislature: ' 
Group 1—James S. Moody 
Group 2—Robert T. Mann 
Group 3—Sam M. Gibbons 
Sheriff: 

Ed Blackburn, Jr. 
Constable: 

Dist. 1—Maleolm E. Beard 
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members of the Pardon Board — all 
elected Cabinet officers — agreed with 
him. 

The Lake County grand jury said it 
shut out political considerations from its 
investigation and, so far as we can 
determine from its report, it seems to 
have done so. ty ~ 


But because the Irvin case has been 
and is being used so shamelessly for 
political purposes by Governor Collins’ 
opponents, the voters are entitled to 
examine the whole background of this 
most unusual investigation. 


No grand jury ever before, within our 
memory, was ordered by a circuit judge 
to inquire into the actions of a, Pardon 
Board. i 

Judge Futch’s order came out of a 
clear blue sky, two months after the 
Pardon Board action. He based it on a 
secretly-circulated petition of 121 names. 

In his remarks to the grand jury on 
several occasions, Judge Futch went out 


generation ago. 


` stay in the United States was. 


e complete novel, Kim, consid- 
ered to be his masterpiece; The 
Jungle Book, with its imperish- 
able Mowgli stories; Puck of 
Pook’s Hill, not so well-known; 
the charmful Just So Stories, still 
as eagerly read as they were a 


Am An American Day, 20th; 
Maritime Day, 22nd; Poetry Day, 
24th; Memorial Day, 30th :.: 
From those you should be able 
to select one to your liking : : 
Most widely and deservedly ob- 
served, the Sunday in honor of 
mothers : : In The Last Stitch, 
(Lippincott) Dr. W. L. Crosthwait 
tells of practising medicine 50 
years in Texas—and he hasn't 
taken the last stitch yet: : In A 
Man’s World Douglas Fairbairn 
has as his hero a mess boy on 
a millionaire’s yacht, tied up on 
the Riviera—unusual adventure 
(Simon & Schuster) _: Guild 
August selection, The Half-Crown 
House — by Helen Ashton — im- 
poverished. English family col- 
Jects half-crowns from visitors to 
their ancestral home : : Tecum- 
seh, famed Indian chief of the 
early 1800s, subject of a new 
book by Glenn Tucker (Bobbs- 
Merrill) : : He tried to form a 
confederacy of tribes to keep 
whites off their lands, was killed 
: : After Tuesday there’ll be only 
two gubernatorial candidates to 
listen to and the political atmos- 
phere should become clearer— 
and cleaner : : Facile Fuller's 
friends believe that one term— 
good or bad—deserves another : : 
Sumter spies something dark “in 
. the woodpile” : : Somebody stole 


The second volume contains 
the short stories, the poems, the 
autobiography — Something of 
Myself—an intimate story of his 
life, his trials and triumphs, his 
failures and successes, how and 
why he wrote. It begins with his 
birth in Bombay, where his father 
was head of the Bombay School 
of Art, his being sent home to 
England at the age of six, his 
enrollment in the United Serv- 
ices College in North Devon, 
where he started writing, editing 
the college magazine and con- 
tributing verse to a local paper. 
After his education was com- 
pleted, he returned to India, 
working on the staff of two mag- 
azines, one of which sent him to 
London. It was then that he met 
Caroline Starr Balestier, sister of 
the American writer, Charles 
Wolcott Balestier, and married 
her several years later. They 
lived for awhile in Brattlebor.,” 
Vermont, returned to England. 
Kipling went to South Africa to 
— * ead War, then sett! 

own in Sussex, whe he 
mained the tést of hie hte 
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saddened by the death of his } : 
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of his poems to memory, and, on Wish to play Oh Hell, Snip Snap 
a test, have recited them contin- . Sane — Parea : — 
ly f i - , 
— y or an hour, without repe Complete Hoy) e, (Garden City 
, ooks) : : Very thoughtful and 
The poems republished have A : 
been well selected, and range prersakeniry Or. Dial tess 


from the devout Recessional to Ey iene Soe the Wine ot 

the somewhat ribald The Ladies, primary : : Just heard of — 

target of much criticism. who was so stingy that when he 
These carefully chosen works 


took his girl to the beach on a 
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readers who come happily back 
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to well-remembered treasures.” yells for 


the winner : : A woman who no 
As Mr. Beecroft says. the two longer finds fault with her hus- 
volumes will please those who, 
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It Was Sad Day When Prexy 
Of Kenya Hunters Retired 


NAIROBI, Kenya—I do believe Bell, the late Jim Corbett, the 
that I was witness the other day ia 


n the book news again—his 





e Mike Cotter, and the present — 


WASHINGTON.—The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
have been bickering so much over the defense 
budget that President Eisenhower summoned 
them to the White House for the first time in 
two months. 


The battle was over cutting up the defense 
dollar, with Gen. Maxwell Taylor, the Army 
Chief of Staff, grumbling against Secretary of 
Defense Wilson's plan to increase the Air Force 
at the expense of the Army. The grumbling 
reached such a point that Wilson finally com- 
plained to Eisenhower that the Joint Chiefs 
were not cooperating. 

Eisenhower, who used to have quite a bit 
to do with the Army. promptly summoned the 
Joint Chiefs to the White House, gave them a 
pep talk and a lecture, urged them to pull to- 
gether as a team. 

“I want you to know,” he said, “that my 
door is always open if you have any problems.” 


The President then brought up the question 
of the medium-range guided missile, and asked 
General Taylor, who once served under Ike in 
Germany, what plans the Army had for it. 
Taylor did not seem too well prepared, spoke 
in generalities. 

Then the President turned to Gen. Nathan 
Twining, Air Force Chief of Staff, who pro- 
duced a map of detailed plans for installing 
the medium-range guided missile at U. S. bases 
overseas in a carefully arranged pattern around 
the edge of the Iron Curtain. f 


Roy's wetch -4 but it hasnt? | General Twining was so Jucid and clear in 


his explanation and out-talked Taylor so effec- 
tively that the President agreed with the Air 
Force plan. ` 
Afterward, General Taylor went back to the 
Pentagon and cussed out his Army subordinates 
for not giving him a better priefing. ⸗ 
* Gd 


BRAZIL IS THE BEST friend the U. S. A. 
has in South America. Despite that, the White 
House did not bother to give the vice president 
of Brazil one of the many private airplanes 
kept by the White House, Secretary Dulles and 
the Pentagon to fly Cabinet officers, brass hats 
and their wives to various parts of the U. S. A. 
and the world. 

‘ Instead, Vice President Joao ‘Goulart 
chugged from Washington to the King ranch 
in Texas in a slowpoke DC-3 supplied by Braniff 
Airlines. The trip took 10 hours—about half as 
long as a flight to Brazil. . 

Goulart, a big cattle rancher in Rio Grande 
do Sul in Southern Brazil, is not only visiting 


. the King ranch, but stopping off to see Mayor 


Bartle of Kansas City; will also visit Dr. Wallace 


- Graham, Truman’s physician in Kansas City; 


and in Detroit will confer with both Henry Ford 
and Walter Reuther, head of United Auto 
orkers. 
The vice president is head of the Labor 


“Stewart Alsop 


Party in Brazi] and was secretary of labor under 
the late President Vargas. Hé is an intimate 
friend of Oswaldo Aranha, ex-ambassador to 
the U. S. A. and ex-foreign minister of Brazil. 
In visiting various parts of_ the U. S. A. from 
Texas to Detroit, Goulart is following Aranha’s 
advice to get away from the folderol of Wash» 
ington. . . 
i x * * 
EX-SEN. HARRY CAIN, once a rootin'- 
tootin’ Republican pal of Joe McCarthy, deliva 
ered what may be his swan song over the week- 
end. He fired such a hot blast against the witch 
hunting tactics of the Eisenhowetf administra- 
tion that he will be reappointed to the Sub- 
versive Activities Control Board only over Herb 
Brownell’s dead body. 


Speaking in New York, the ex-Senator from 
Washington charged that Eisenhower preached 
high principles but didn’t carry them out; 
that his wartime command system whereby each 
subordinate reported back to him was not worke 


~ ing in our civilian form of government. 


The Eisenhower security system, Cain 
charged, has undermined the Bill of Rights and 
the fundamental freedoms guaranteed under 


the Constitution; also has helped Soviet Russia. 
* x% * 


CAIN HAS BEEN KICKING over the traces 
, against the Eisenhower security system_almost 


ever since he was appointed to the Subversive 
Activities Control Board which is charged with 
deciding which political groups, ranging from 
the Communist Party to the Ku Klux Klan are 
subversive. 


Cain had a change of heart shortly after he 
was appointed and let it be known that he'd 
come to realize how much McCarthyism had 
undermined our liberties. From that point on 
he proceeded to battle against most of the 
things McCarthy stood for. Yet & year or so 
before, when McCarthy’s war record for having 
resigned from the Marine Corps during the 
height of the Pacific campaign was under 
scrutiny, Cain was the only Senator to take 
the floor in McCarthy’s defense. 

* * * 


ATTORNEY GENERAL BROWNELL, under 
whom Cain operates, has been gunning for 
him ever since he deserted McCarthyism. 
Brownell made a statement against Cain in 
Seattle and is credited with inspiring the move 
to make Cain step aside because of alleged 
prejudice in the Washington pension union case. 
Cain’s colleagues, however, stood with him 100 
per cent. 


Brownell, who is strong for the principles 
of the American Legion, will have a surprise 
in store for him when he tries to block Cain’s 
reappointment to the board. For Cain was ap- 
pointed Jan. 31, 1956, as a member of the Lee 
gion’s counter-subversive committee. 


eea 


Defense Red Tape Snarls Our Missile Effort ` 


WASHINGTON—In this era of complacency, 
the most_ cogent warnings are, blithely disre- 


questions which the President asked the as- 
sembled moguls of his administration at Camp 
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he jury “held that the prosecution 
produced sufficient evidence for Irvin’s 
conviction but conceded that both, sides 
in the case “were negligent in failing 
to use all available scientific, clinical and 
medical means of investigation.” 

The jury made no charges of wrong- 
doing on the part of Governor Collins 
or other members of the Pardon Board. 
It alleged no bargain with the NAACP. 
It did not even hint that there might 
be a Communist in the woodpile. 

So the report must have been a sore 
disappointment to the enemies of Gover- 
nor Collins who have been using his 
humanitarian action in this case in an 
attempt to smear him for political 


purposes, - 


* * * 


Governor Collins . frankly said he 
recommended mercy for Irvin because, 
under the circumstances of the case, his 
conscience would not let him sign a death 
warrant for the Negro. l 

Among the circumstances were these: 

No confession was offered at the trial 
and Irvin consistently maintained his 
innocence, even when he was believed 
to be dying of gunshot wounds. 

The Lake County prosecutor, the late 
J. W. Hunter, stated that he had offered 
Irvin a life sentence to plead guilty but 
the Negro refused. 

No medical proof that the woman had 
been raped was produced at the trial and 
certain other points of physical corrobo- 
Tation were lacking. l 

These circumstances would not have 
troubled a Governor content to follow 
the easy course. The easiest course, and - 
the politically smart cqurse, would have 
been to let Irvin go to the electric chair. 
After all, white voters outnumber Negro 
voters in Florida by 9 to 1. 

But because Governor Collins believes 
that all men, of whatever color or station, 
are entitled to equal justice, he took the 
political risk of recommending a life 
sentence for Irvin. The four other 


N 


os witustat TiVvestipation. 

No grand jury ever before, within our 
memory, was ordered by a circuit judge 
to inquire into the actions of a, Pardon 
Board. i 

Judge Futch’s order came out of a 
clear blue sky, two months after the 
Pardon Board action. He based it on a 
secretly-circulated petition of 121 names. 

In his remarks to the grand jury on 
several occasions, Judge Futch went out 
of his way to criticize Governor Collins. 
At one point he suggested that “the 
Communist Party” had something to do 
with influencing the commutation. 

Let’s go back for a moment to 
Dec. 27, 1952. 

On that date Judge Futch made a 
speech in Lake County in which he called 
the scandal-spattered Fuller Warren 
administration “one of the finest the state 
ever had,” and added: “I supported 
Governor Warren and I am not ashamed 
to say so today and would do so again.” 

Five days after Judge Futch ordered 
the grand jury investigation, Warren 
announced he would run for Governor. 
again. 

While’ the investigation was in 
progress last month, Judge Futch made 
a campaign speech for Warren and in 
that speech attacked Governor Collins, 

Yet the code of ethics of the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, adopted by the 
Florida Supreme Court, forbids judges 
from publicly endorsing candidates. 


Here was a judge presiding over a 
grand jury investigation chiefly directed 
at one candidate for Governor while he 
was actively supporting an opposing 
candidate. Can a judge preserve the 
impartiality expected of him under such 
circumstances? We think not. 

A circuit judge is accountable to the 
Legislature. So if the Legislature investi- 
gates the Pardon Board action in the 
Irvin case, it ought to go the whole way 
and investigate the actions of Judge 


: Futch as well. 


readers who come happily back 
to well-remembered treasures.” 


As Mr. Beecroft says, the two 
volumes will please those who, 


‘Robert Ruark 





crowd is moving, then elbows his 
way to the front and yells for 
the winner : 
longer finds fault with her hus- 
band—a widow. : : VOTE! 


It Was Sad Day When Prexy 
Of Kenya Hunters Retired 


NAIROBI, Kenya—I do believe 
that I was witness the other day 
to one of the saddest sights a 
sentimental man might see when 
Philip Percival of Machakos 
stepped down as president of the 
Professional Hunters Association 
of Kenya. It was just as if a cen- 
tury had died. ; 

Old Phil had been prexy of the 
pros since 1934. He was the quin- 
tessential man. He is a jolly, 
rosy fellow who looks less like a 
movie idea of a pro than anybody 
I know. He wears tweed coats, 
smokes a pipe and likes his 
double whisky before dinner. 

He just conquered cancer of 
the throat and still complains that 
the X-ray treatment dehydrates 
him and makes him a little extra 
thirsty. I forgot to mention that 
he is past 70 years old, 


YOU POSSIBLY do not know 
that Percival is the white hunter 
on whom Papa Hemingway based 
most of hig African hunting char- 
acters and that he represents, to 
us who love the country, all that 
is and was good of the original 
settler here. I wish Papa could 
write this piece, actually, because 
I have not the tools to say pre- 
cisely what sort of man is Phil. 

I believe he is as tough a man 
as ever lived, while. being the 
gentlest and most self-deprecat- 
ing. As Hemingway wrote of 
him when he was out here a 
couple of years ago, when Phil 
dies he will die as well as any 
man ever died, as cheerfully, 
fearlessly and graciously. It seems 
to be a family trait. 

* o k + , 

HIS BROTHER, Blaney Per- 
cival, who passed on at about 80 
years of age, grinned cheerfully 
when the scythe swung nearer. 

“They always said whisky 
would kill me,” Blaney Percival 
said. “But I beat ‘em. It took 
cancer to do it.” And he cocked 
a snook at the wowsers. 

Philip Percival is a man of the 
same stripe as the late Karamoja 


Bell’ the :late Jim’ Corbett, the 
late Mike Cotter, and the present 
Pat Ayrd, who stepped down 
when Phil resigned. : 

These were Titans of the trade 
——men who loved the animals and 
put up with the clients but once 
in a while found it Possible to 
ennoble the clients merely by 
their association with animals and 
space and themselves, 

x k x 

PHILIP TRAINED Harry Selby, 
the best hunter I know. Harry 
started with him as a mechanic 
and enough lore rubbed off to 
make Harry a modern dean, al- 
though he is not yet 31. i 

Harry’s best story of Philip 
concerns the time their truck cast 
a shoe on the soft cotton soil of 
the Serengeti plains. Phil clapped 
his hands, ordered a chair and a 
gin, turned his back on the truck 
and said: 

“You fix it, Harry. I can’t bear 
to look at the bloody thing.” 

Philip, despite the ravages of 
time, gin, cancer, kidneys and 
Papa Hemingway, looks no worse 
than the day he almost got me 
divorced. Mama was arriving from 
Cairo and, Phil and I tarried too 
long aver lemonade at the Mu- 
thaiga Club, which did not pre- 
cisely Please the old girl. 

* k 


PHILIP WILL STILL go and 
shoot the necessary elephant, and 
when he heads for the long bar 
in the Stanley it is not vicarious 
curiosity which sends him there, 
But he’ quit the chair the other 
day. because, as he said: 

“I’ve had too many guns go off 
in my ears and I’m a bit deaf. I 
can’t hear what the young 
blighters are saying from the 
back of the room. Besides, 
Machakos is too far out of town.” 

I woyld say that there was 
more t one pair of wet eyes 
when Philip Percival, white 
hunter, Kenya settler and fine 
gentlemam, ‘stepped down from his 
mighty spat and headed for the 
bar for his noonday beer. 
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vestigation. 

No grand jury ever before, within our 
memory, was ordered by a circuit judge 
to inquire into the actions of a, Pardon 
Board. 

Judge Futch’s order came out of a 
clear blue sky, two months after the 
Pardon Board action. He based it on a 
secretly-circulated petition of 121 names. 

In his remarks to the grand jury on 
several occasions, Judge Futch went out 
of his way to criticize Governor Collins. 
At one point he suggested that “the 
Communist Party” had something to do 
with influencing the commutation. 

Let’s go back for a moment to 
Dec. 27, 1952. 

On that date Judge Futch made a 
speech in Lake County in which he called 
the scandal-spattered Fuller Warren 
administration “one of the finest the state 
ever had,” and added: “I supported 
Governor Warren and I am not ashamed 
to say so today and would do so again.” 

Five days after Judge Futch’ ordered 
the grand jury investigation, Warren 


announced he would run for Governor. 


again. 

While the investigation was in 
progress last month, Judge Futch made 
a campaign speech for Warren and in 
that speech attacked Governor Collins. 


Yet the code of ethics of the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, adopted by the 
Florida Supreme Court, forbids judges 
from publicly endorsing candidates. 

F * * * 


Here was a judge presiding over a 
grand jury investigation chiefly directed 
at one candidate for Governor while he 
was actively supporting an opposing 
candidate. Can a judge preserve the 
impartiality expected of him under such 
circumstances? We think not. 

A circuit judge is accountable to the 
Legislature. So if the Legislature investi- 
gates the Pardon Board action in the 
Irvin case, it ought to go the whale way 
and investigate the actions of Judge 
Futch as well. . 
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affection and delight of those 
readers who come happily back 
to well-remembered treasures.” 
As Mr. Beecroft says, the two 
volumes will please those who, 
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It Was Sad Day When Prexy 
Of Kenya Hunters Retired 


NAIROBI, Kenya—I do believe 
that I was witness the other day 
to one of the saddest sights a 
sentimental man might see when 
Philip Percival of Machakos 
stepped down as president of the 
Professional Hunters Association 
of Kenya. It was just as if a cen- 
tury had died. 


Old Phil had been prexy of the 


pros since 1934. He was the quin- 
tessential man. He is a jolly, 
rosy fellow who looks less like a 
movie idea of a pro than anybody 
I know. He wears tweed coats, 
smokes a pipe and likes his 
double whisky before dinner. 

He just conquered cancer of 
the throat and still complains that 
the X-ray treatment dehydrates 
him and makes him a little extra 
thirsty. I forgot to mention that 
he is past 70 years old: 


YOU POSSIBLY do not know 
that Percival is the white hunter 
on whom Papa Hemingway based 
most of hi§ African hunting char- 
acters and that he represents, to 
us who love the country, all that 
is and was good of the original 
settler here. I wish Papa could 
write this piece, actually, because 
I have not the tools to say pre- 
cisely what sort of man is Phil. 

I believe he is as tough a man 
as ever lived, while being the 
gentlest and most self-deprecat- 
ing. As Hemingway wrote of 
him when he was out here a 
couple of years ago, when Phil 


dies he will die as well as any. 


man ever died, as cheerfully, 
fearlessly and graciously. It seems 
to be a family trait. 
* k + , 

HIS BROTHER, Blaney Per- 
cival, who passed on at about 80 
years of age, grinned cheerfully 
when the scythe swung nearer. 

“They always said whisky 
would kill me,” Blaney Percival 
said. “But I beat ’em. It took 
cancer to do it.” And he cocked 
a snook at the wowsers. 

Philip Percival is a man of the 
game stripe as the late Karamoja 


Bell, the late Jim Corbett, the 
late Mike Cotter, and the present 
Pat Ayre, who stepped down 
when Phil resigned. ` 
These were Titans of the trade 
—men who loved the animals and 
put up with the clients but once 
in a while found it possible to 


‘ennoble the clients merely by 


their association with animals and 
space and themselves. 
k k k 


PHILIP TRAINED Harry Selby, 
the best hunter I know. Harry 
started with him as a mechanic 
and enough lore rubbed off to 
make Harry a modern dean, al- 
though he is not yet 31. 

Harry’s best story of Philip 
concerns the time their truck cast 
a shoe on the soft cotton soil of 
the Serengeti plains. Phil clapped 
his hands, ordered a chair and a 
gin, turned his back on the truck 
and paid: 

“You fix it, Harry. I can’t bear 
to look at the bloody thing.” 

Philip, despite the ravages of 
time,: gin, cancer, kidneys and 
Papa Hemingway, looks no worse 
than the day he almost got me 
divorced. Mama was arriving from 
Cairo and, Phil and I tarried too 
Jong over lemonade at the Mu- 
thaiga Club, which did not pre- 
cisely please ithe old girl. 
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PHILIP WILL STILL go and 
shoot the necessary elephant, and 
when he heads for the long bar 
in the Stanley it is not vicarious 
curiosity which sends him there. 
But he’ quit the chair the other 
day. because, as he said: 

“I’ve had too many guns go off 
in my ears and I’m a bit deaf. I 
can’t hear what the young 
blighters are saying from the 
back of the room. Besides, 
Machakos is too far out of town.” 

I would say that there was 
more t one pair of wet eyes 
when Pýilip Percival, white 
hunter, Kenya settler and fine 
gentleman, ‘stepped down from his 
mighty spat and headed for the 
bar for his noonday beer. 





the King ranch, but stopping off to gee Mayor 


Bartle of Kansas City; will also visit Dr. Wallace 
Graham, Truman’s physician in Kansas City; 
and in Detroit will confer with both Henry Ford 
and Walter Reuther, head of United Auto 
Workers. 

The vice president is head of the Labor 
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Brownell, who is strong for the principles 
of the American Legion, will have a surprise 
in store for him when he tries to block Cain's 
reappointment to the board. For Cain was ap- 
pointed Jan. 31, 1956, as a member of the Les» 
gion’s counter-subversive committee. 
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Defense Red Tape Snarls Our Missile Effort 


WASHINGTON —In this era of complacency, 
the most cogent warnings are blithely disre- 
garded. For example, former Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Air Force Trevor Gardner has writ- 
ten two articles in Look magazine citing un- 
denied facts to prove that this country is losing 
both the air power and the missiles race to 
the Soviet Union. Hardly anybody has paid 
much attention. 

Perhaps more attention would have been 
paid if it had been known that the second 
Gardner article on the missile race was written 
in the hope that it would be read by President 
Eisenhower, and that the President would recog- 
nize in it a special, hidden aneaning: 

* % 


THE STORY GOES BACK to last Novem- 
ber, when the President, at a meeting of the 
National Security Council at Camp David, again 
took up the reins of government after his heart 
attack. At the Camp David meeting, the Presi- 
dent was briefed on the major problems con- 
fronting his administration. Gardner, together 
with Deputy Secretary of Defense Reuben Rob- 
ertson and one or two others, was assigned to 
brief the President on the missile problem. 


The President was told how, in midSummer, , 


almost certain knowledge had come into the 
hands of the government that the Soviets were 
already testing medium range missiles. He was 
told how a decision had very recently been taken 
to start a new missile program to attempt to 
match the Soviet achievement in the medium 
range*field. And the cumbrous organization of 
the whole missile program was described to the 
President. 
k k 

AFTER HIS BRIEFING, the President asked 
certain angry questions. And this is why Gard- 
ner’s second article, Our Guided Missile Crisis, 
should have had a special significance to the 
President. Towards the end of the article, there 
appears the following paragraph, which Gard- 
ner italicized: 

“Why did it take from August to November 
to make a decision to proceed with the medium 
range missile? Why is the present organization 
so filled with committees? Why wasn’t one 
man put in charge of the entire program at an 
early stage? . . . Won't inter-service rivalries 
and the multiplicity of programs result in a 
slowdown of intercontinental ballistic missile 
progress?. Why isn’t the ICBM given a clear 
top priority over other missile programs?” 

These are, in paraphrase, precisely the same 





questions which’ the President asked the as- 
sembled moguls of his administration at Camp 
David after he had been briefed on the missiles 
crisis by Gardner and Robertson. The ques- 


. tions remain unanswered—a point which Gard- 


ner, when he wrote the article, undoubtedly 
hoped would strike the President. 
* * — 


THE PRESIDENT HAS, in fact, recognized 
from the first the huge significance of the evi- 


dence of Soviet success in the missile field.: 


After the evidence became available, and while 
the President was vacationing in Colorado be- 
fore his heart attack, Secretary of the Air Force 


Donald Quarles wrote a memorandum forthim | 


on the missile problem. 
The Quarles memorandum took the. line 


‘that the Soviet achievement was important, 


but not decisively important in view of the 
continuing superiority of the United States in 
the air-atomic field. The memorandum recom- 
mended progress in the missile field with! “all 
practicable” speed. 


The President revised the memorandum 
with his own hand, underlining the decisive 
importance of the Soviet achievement, chang- 
ing “all practicable” to “all possible” and as- 
signing top priority to missile development. 
Again, at the Camp David meeting, as the ques- 
tions paraphrased by Gardner suggest, the 
President made it abundantly clear that he was 
deeply disturbed by our relative lack of prog- 
ress in the missile field. He said that he ‘was 
determined to get someone to run the missiles 
program the way it ought to be run, even if he 


had to do the job himself. 
* * * 


YET THE PRESIDENT’S angry questtions 
still need answering and, as Gardner proves 


beyond question in his article, the missiles pro-. 


gram is still inadequate and badly organ ed, 
It is not really being run by anyone. Why? 


Gardner asks the same question in his are 
ticle: “How can all this happen. many citizens 
will ask, when the President himself is a great 
general? It happens because .. . the com- 
munications system he relies on simply isn’t 
working.” This is another way of saying that 
the built-in resistance in the vast bureaucracy 
of the defense establishment to the needed 
drastic charge in the organization of our. mis- 
sile effort has so far proved too strong for the 
President to buck—about as disturbing a can- 


clusion as it is possible to imagine. 
(Copyright, 1956, New York Herald Tribune, Ine.) 
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Other Editors Talk About: 


The Governor's Race 
kk & 
A Governor To Keep 


CLEARWATER SUN 
of the six Democratic candidates in the field, Gov. 


all. He has by all odds made Florida one of the best 
Governors in the state's history. In honest dealing in 


platform pledges, as an executive and as a man his 


cessors. 

Governor Collins is a warm and friendly. man. He 
is easy to approach, easy to talk to. He has given the 
office. of Governor the dignity it has not had during 
the regimes of Fuller Warren and Charjey Johns. He 


extremists in the race question. His efforts to put 
Florida on the map in the industrial North and to ad- 


real results. 
Governor Collins this year, as when he won elec- 
tion as Governor, conducted a clean, progressive, ag- 


claims as have two of his leading opponents... . 
y ‘We fail to see how anyone can seriously consider 
\ Sumter Lowry as a Governor of Florida. He is cam- 
paigning on a single issue—racial segregation, and it 
dominates his entire campaign and thinking. In short, 
ihe’ s a one-issue candidate, and represents the radical 
wing of the anti-integrationisis at that. His is not the 
“ool head we need in these troublesome times; 
. imply does not have the stature required for the man 
© lead Florida in the crucial years ahead. 


l 


ble legislator, and well liked and respected in his 
ection of the state. We feel that he probably would 

ake a good Governor, but:he does not measure up 
to LeRoy Collins as the executive of a great state. 


that's enough. 
We have a Governor now, in senses of the word. 
Let's keep him. 


Collins: The Logical Choice 


PLANT CITY COURIER 
In any election, voters should take a careful look 
at the qualifications of every candidate and then vote 
for the man best qualified for the post. But, many 
persons, of course, let emotion rather than reason be 
the determining factor in their choice of 4 candidate. 
In the Governor's race, the incumbent, LeRoy 


— — 





‘LeRoy Collins stands head and shoulders above them . 


office, in his legislative record measured against his © 


stature towers over those of his more recent prede- | 


has refused to be stampeded by the wild demands of . 


vertise our state as a tourist mecca have produced l 


gressive campaign. He has made no wild and desperate 


he. 


Farris Bryant is a different man entirely—a very 


Fuller Warren? We had Fuller for four years and ; 


Lette rs 


* 









Collins’ Rivals 
Hope The Voters 
Will Be Suckers 


TAMPA — The ‘guesser’ and 
‘promiser’ candidates for Gov- 
ernor, (and some minor offices) 
will be awfully sunk when they 
find their theories about defying 
the Supreme Court ruling on seg- 
regation are nonsense. 

Governor Collins is going about 


-arriving at a solution sensibly, 


Personally, I do not favor inte- 


gration. 


It is evident that only Congress 
can take action to set aside or 
hold in abeyance the court ruling, 
so Collins’ procedure is substan- 
tial, definite and assuring. The 
others offer nothing but criticism 
and hokum—in-hopes you and I 
will prove to be suckers. See it? 


I am a native “Cracker” and I 
am desirous of seeing this serious 
matter handled sanely and hon- 
orably and to the credit of Flor- 
ida citizenship. 


CHAS. BARDIN, SR. 


No Mars Warren — ' 


TAMPA — During June, 1955, 
while I was superintending in- 
stallation of part of the equip- 
ment for the concession build- 
ings on Sunshine Skyway, Alfred 
McKethan approached an em- 
ploye of the State Road Depart- 


' ment while the employe was on 


the job and asked him how he 


“was getting along, to which he 


replied that he was doing all 
right. Mr. McKethan then told 


him to do his job, keep his mouth ` 


shut and he, McKethan and Ful- 
Jer Warren would be back in of- 
fice beginning January 1957. 


Of course, almost everyone 
knows that Fuller made all his 
plans for this present campaign 
before he vacated the Governor’s 
chair. 


I just can’t see the voters of 


Florida returning Fuller to this 
most important job, as his activi- 


* * 


The 


Collins: For Florida's. Future 


MIAMI — This, letter is per- 
sonal and impassioned. 

Perhaps I need not remind most 
Floridians that, for 25 years, in 
‘books, magazines and newspapers 
—on radio networks and TV 
shows, I’ve shouted praises of 
Florida. In our local papers, too, 
I've often pointed out our blund- 
ers and thus helped to correct 
some of them. 

I am a transplanted Yankee— 
a merely “naturalized” Cracker. 

But nobody is prouder of our 
state and not many Floridians 


‘have a better knowledge of it; 


or of why we prosper here now, 
or of what brings people to Flor- 
ida to live or to take vacations. 
For myriads of Americans first 
got the Florida urge because of 
what I have written or said. 

I note this, not to blow my own 


horn, but to give weight to my ` 


support of LeRoy Collins for Gov- 


-ernor. His State Land Use and 
is exactly ` 


Control Commission © 
what we need and should keep 


‘to make sure that our all-too- 


easily destroyed natural resources 
—the very things that brought 
most of us here—will not be ex- 
ploited and ruined. 

His realization of the meaning 


of atomic power to F) 
dustrial future will be many times 
more important to us, ‘our chil- 
dren and our fortunes than was 
Henry Flagler's railroad to the 
old timers. : 

As you have seen, Collins’ sta- 
¿ture ‘as a man, his vision as a 
Governor, and-his practical abili- 
ties have brought him, in a brief 
time, such national attention as 
few state Governors are ever 
given. I know him. I feel his 
concept of Florida’s future is as 
wonderful — and attainable — as 
the concepts I had a quarter of 
a century ago, which discouraged 
men laughed at—and you and I 
have realized here. 

I wish I could talk to my co- 
Floridians man-hy-man and wo- 
man-py-woman,. because I think 
I could convince them all that 
we are lucky to have a chance to 
vote for such a remarkable man 
as LeRoy Collins for Governor. 


PHILIP WYLIE © 

Mr. Wylie is the distinguished, 

author who has written many 

articles about Florida and many 

fiction stories with a Florida 
setting.— Editor. 


Lowry's The Man For Governor 


TAMPA.—Sumter Lowry is the 
man we need for Governor. He is 


a true and loyal Southerner and 
a man of the highest caliber and 


one who is not afraid to speak 


out and to fight the serious and 
deplorable issue of segregation. 


Drive through the colored 


. Slums of our cities and then de- 


cide whether you would like to 


‘have your child go to a mixed 
school and use the same facilities. 


We can ill afford to demoralize 
our ‘children te elevate the 
colored race. Integration would 
ultimately destroy the white race 
or reduce it to a mongrel state. 
Governor Collins is a cheap 
politician who would sell out our 
children and state for the Negro 
vote and play, in the hands of the 


NIA AMD 


death sentence of Walter Lee 
Irvin (Negro rapist) to life im- 
prisonment. 

Don’t be fooled. Big industries 
are not seeking Mr. Collins’ ad- 
vice or waiting for him to invite 
them here, as he would like for 
us to believe. 

Governor Collins is flying 
around and calling himself a 
great salesman and no doubt he 


‘would make a better salesman: 


than a Governor. Sumter Lowry 
is a successful business man and 
has every reason to be as inter- 
ested in the progress of our state 
as Governor Collins. He is not 
an aspiring politician and has 
only an unselfish interest in mak- 
ing our state a safe and decent 
place for our children’ to live, 
work and play. 


rida’s in- 


Tribune 
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Collins’ Rivals 
Hope The Voters 
Will Be Suckers 


TAMPA — The ‘guesser’ and 
‘promiser’ candidates for Gov- 
ernor, (and some minor offices) 
will be awfully sunk when they 
find their theories about defying 
the Supreme Court ruling on seg- 


`. regation are nonsense. 


Governor Collins is going about 


-arriving at a solution sensibly. 


Personally, I do not favor inte- 
gration. 

It is evident that only Congress 
can take action to set aside or 
hold in abeyance the court ruling, 
so Collins’ procedure is substan- 
tial, definite and assuring. The 
others offer nothing but criticism 
and hokum—in hopes you and I 
will prove to be suckers. See it? 

I am a native “Cracker” and I 
am desirous of seeing this serious 
matter handled sanely and hon- 
orably and to the credit of Flor- 
ida citizenship. - . 


CHAS. BARDIN, SR. 


No More Warren 


TAMPA. — During June, 1955, 


while I was .superintending in- 
atallation of part of the equip- 
ment for the concession build- 
ings on Sunshine Skyway, Alfred 
McKethan approached an em- 
ploye of the State Road Depart- 


‘ment while the employe was on 


the job and asked him how he 
was getting along, to which he 
replied that he was doing all 
right. Mr. McKethan then told 


him to do his job, keep his mouth ` 


shut and he, McKethan and Ful- 
Jer Warren would be back in of- 
fice beginning January 1957. 


Of course, almost everyone 
knows that Fuller made all his 
plans for this present campaign 
before he vacated the Governor's 
chair. 

I just can’t see the voters of 
Florida returning Fuller to this 
most important job, as his activi- 


ties while he was Governor con- 
teinad en manv hees in his bon- 


Letters 


to 


* * * 


Collins: For Florida's Future 


MIAMI — This letter is per- 
sonal and impassioned. 

Perhaps J need not remind most 
Floridians that, for 25 years, in 
books, magazines and newspapers 
—on radio networks and TV 
shows, I’ve shouted praises of 
Florida. In our local papers, too, 
I’ve often pointed out our blund- 
ers and thus helped to correct 
some of them. 

I am a transplanted ¥Yankee— 
a merely “naturalized” Cracker. 

But nobody is prouder of our 
state and not many Floridians 
have a better knowledge of it; 
or of why we prosper here now, 
or of what brings people to Flor- 
ida to live or to take vacations. 


For myriads of Americans first 


got the Florida urge because of 
what I have written or said. 

I note this, not to blow my own 
horn, but to give weight to my 
support of LeRoy Collins for Gov- 
ernor. His State Land Use and 


Control Commission is exactly — 


what we need and should keep 


to make sure that our all-too- 


easily destroyed natural resources 
—the very things that brought 
most of us here—will not be ex- 
ploited and ruined. 

His realization of the meaning 


of atomic power to Florida's in- 
dustrial future wil) be many times 
more important to us, our chil- 
dren and our fortunes than was 
Henry Flagler’s railroad to the 
old timers. k : 

As you have seen, Collins’ sta- 
ture as a man, his vision as a 
Governor, and-his practical abili- 
ties have brought him, in a brief 
time, such national attention as 
few state Governors are ever 
given. I know him. I feel his 
concept of Florida's future is as 
wonderful — and attainable — as 
the concepts I had a quarter of 
a century ago, which discouraged 
men laughed at—and you and I 
have realized here. —* 

I wish I could talk to my €o- 
Floridians man-by-man and wo- 
man-py-woman,. because I think 
I could convince them all that 
we are lucky to have a chance to 
vote for such a remarkable man 


‘as LeRoy Collins for Governor. 


PHILIP WYLIE — 

Mr. Wylie is the distinguished 

author who has written many. 

articles about Florida and many 

fiction stories with a Florida 
setting.—Editor. 


Lowry's The Man For Governor 


TAMPA.—Sumter Lowry is the 
man we need for Governor. He is 


a true and loyal Southerner and 
a man of the highest caliber and 
one who is not afraid to speak 
out and to fight the serious and 
deplorable issue of segregation. 

Drive through the colored 
slums of our cities and then de- 
cide whether you would like to 


‘have your child go to a mixed 


school and use the same facilities. 


We can ill afford to demeralize 


our ‘children to elevate the 
colored race. Integration would 
ultimately destroy the white race 
or reduce it to a mongrel state. 
Governor Collins is a cheap 
politician who would sell out our 
children and state for the Negro 
vote and play in the hands of the 
NAACP. .He is a dangerous man 
to have in office after appointing 


a Naren ac accictant ctate attnr- 


death sentence of Walter Lee 
Irvin (Negro rapist) to life im- 
prisonment. 

Don’t be fooled. Big industries 
are not seeking Mr. Collins’ ad- 
vice or waiting for him to invite 
them here, as he would like for 
us to believe. : 

Governor Collins is flying 
around and calling himself a 
great salesman and no doubt he 


‘would make a better salesman: 


than a Governor. Sumter Lowry 
is a successful business man and 
has every reason to be as inter- 
ested in the progress of our state 
as Governcr Collins. He is not 
an aspiring politician and has 
only an unselfish interest in mak- 
ing our state a safe and decent 
place for our children to live, 
work and play. 

We need more men like Sumter 
Lowry in government, who has 
the ennrace ta ctand un and fight 





‘tion for Governor. 


The Tribune 
x * * x * x * 


Lowry Got There 
Fustest With 
The Mostest - 


DUNEDIN—Jt would seem that > 


Mr. Sumter Lowry has got there 
firstest with the mostest in this 
race for the Democratic nomina- 
Mr. Collins 
fought a brave fight to make hay 
with the reapportionment issue, 
but it seems that the segregation 
issue blew his haystack away and 
he was caught with his kite down. 


Politics, like warfare, today is 
a mobile operation and those 
leaders who depend on winning 
today’s battle with yesterday's 
weapons are most likely to wake 
up after the fight is over wonder- 
ing how the enemy maneuvered 
to bypass their positions and 
leave them impotent in isolation. 

As apolitical leader Mr. Col- 
lins would appear inept to say 
the least, but this campaign will 


-probably condition him to the 


point that he will at least know 
where to look for his opposition 
the next time he runs. _ 

Let no one deny the political 
acumen and courage of Mr. 
Lowry. He wil] make a fine rally- 


ing point for the fight to main- - 


tain segregation and states’ rights 
when he becomes our next Gov- 
ernor. TOBACCO BILL 


Bryant's Out 


NOKOMIS—Next to Governor 


, 


` Collins the only other candidate 


in the race who on his record is 


qualified in experience is Farris . 


Bryant. l 
The true test of any man is 
how he reacts and the decisions 
he makes in a crisis. Farris 
Bryant permanently disqualified 
himself as a candidate for Gover- 
nor for all of the people.of Flor- 
ida when at the last session of 


the Legislature he sold the future’ 


of, Florida down the river in a 
compromise with the North Flor- 
ida Pork Chop Gang. 


This crisis was presented to 


him when he had to make a de- - 


cision between the future wel- 
fare of the state and the support 
of the North Florida group in his 
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= Why Pick Alger's Bones? - 


TAMPA — Either your knowl- 
edge of the Alger Hiss dase far 
surpasses my own or we see 
things in a` completely different 
light for I find your editorial 

- April 28 concerning his visit to 
a Princeton University debating 
club to be a disgrace to the pro- 
fessed high standards of Amer- 
-ican newspapers. 

By necessity the newspaper 
business begets in its masters 
a pride dangerously approaching 
vanity. Unaccustomed to ‘the 
views of others you become mas- 
ters unto yourselves and, as 
petite Gods, seek to control the 
thoughis of your readers through 


editorials, news stories and com- 


ments written without regard to 
the moral or traditional back- 
ground of this nation. ' 
~ As I said above, 
of this sftuation may be more 
accurate than mine because of 


your ‘greater knowledge. I had - 
thought Mr. Hiss was convicted- 


of perjury before a Senate com- 
mittee in denying that he was or 
had been a member of the Com- 
munist Party. Membership in the 
party had not been a crime until 
something recently although any 
attempt to destroy the country 
through anything save demo- 
cratic process is morally wrong. 
Or should I say legally? i 
Any person under indictment 
for any crime has as his own per- 
sonal duty the necessity of taking 
the position that he is innocent 
of the charge. It is upon this 
premise that our courts are based 
` since it is for the state to prove 
the guilt and the accused is in- 
nocent until the state has proved, 
beyond the shadow of a doubt, 
that he is: not. 


X 


he was innocent of the perjury 
charge until the court found him 
guilty. I would also assume that 
he states that he is innocent of 
attempting to overthrow the gov- 
ernment, of any crime of espion- 
age. or anything of the ilk since 
these charges have not been 
proved in courts of Jaw. 

Tf any evidence exists to prove 
him guilty of these charges then 
they should be presented in a 


court of law—if they do exist. 


then you should crusade for the 
necessary legal and moral proof 
or be quiet. 

_ Far from so many others in 


a 


your view. 


‘In Mr. Hiss’s case I assume,’ 
without any proof, that he stated . 






HISS 


those who have used their cone f 


fessed crimes to gain notoriety 
or material reward, Mr. Hiss has 
constantly acted in good faith and 


df I may say it, in good tasté. 
‘His behavior throughout the trial 


period, the prison term, and 
now has been of such a nature as 
to shame those like you who 
must now pick the very meat 
from his bones. ` ais 
As for his invitation to speak 


. before a university group -there | 
is much to say in its behalf. As 


-a member of .the various Amet- 
ican-Russian conferences through- 
out the war he could offer a very 
interesting insight into that pe- 


.riod and present dealings with the 


Russians. Even as a man proven, 
at least, to be a member of the 
Communist Party, he could offer 
some vibrant insights into his 
own thoughts on the subject of 
Russia and the cold war. . 


THOMAS JEROME KAK;* 
Hiss was convicted of lying 


when he denied giving State De- -- 


partment secrets to a Commu st 
spy ring. The jury thus, in effect. 
held him guilty of espionage. He 
could not be prosecuted on that 
‘charge because of the statute of 
limitations. We see no more logic 
in a debating club inviting Hiss 
to talk about Geneva than in a 
banking class inviting a convicted 
embezzier to discuss the princie 


- -2 Buanan FF Aitor. : 
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This is by 
the four se 
LeRoy. Collin 
: for the next four years. 
When he ran in 1954 for the unexpired term of 
the late Dan McCarty, 
“Collins is progressive in the best Democratic tradi- 
tion. He has vision .and ability. It is our opinion that, 
he will restore to the office of Governor the dignity, 
the honesty, the human understanding and the forth- 
right and able leadership that are so sorely needed.” 
He has done all those things. 
hint of scandal in his administration, no political 
cronyism, no awardin 
Pals, no paying off of 


ruue Warren? We had Fuller for four years and 
that’s enough... . i 

- We have a Governor now, in all senses of the word, 
Let's keep him. - : 


Collins: The Logical Choice 


PLANT CITY COURIER 

In any election, voters should take a careful look 
at the qualifications of every candidate and then vote 
for the man best qualified for the post. But, many 
Persons, of course, let emotion rather than reason be 
the determining factor in their choice of á candidate. 

In the Governor's race, the incumbent, 
Collins, appears to be the best qualified 
of past record, performance in 

` and integrity. . 

Of the other three top contenders, one has been 
running on a strictly one-plank platform that appeals 
primarily to emotions rather than. reason, 

Another candidate, long noted for his emotion- 
stirring oratory, has based his campaign on promises 
such as higher homestead exemption without additional 
taxes, plus attacks on the incumbent. 

The third candidate, well qualified in many re- 
spects, has emphasized in his campaign in the last few 
weeks little more than attacks on Governor Collins and 
other candidates in the race. 

On the basis of reason rather than emotion and 
on- the basis of qualifications for the 
Collins appears to be the only. logical choice for 


LeRoy 
on the basis 
public office, ability 


office, LeRoy 


Collins Is Our Man 


CITRUS COUNTY CHRONICLE 


(Inverness) 


‘way of expressing our conviction that of 
ious contenders for the governorship 
s is the best qualified to lead the state 


this paper said: 


There has been no 


g of fat state contracts to favored 
political debts with the taxpayers’ 


We don’t have to go back many years to find oc- 
cupants of the Governor's mansion who did just that. 
` To the great majority 


surprising number of people outside the state—the 
honesty, the ability 


tion of LeRoy Collins have reinforced their faith in 
Popular government. : f 


What Scares Roy's Foes 


DAYTONA BEACH JOURNAL 
» «.» Each of Collins’ three opponents is attacking 


of Florida people—and to a 
and the progressive administra- 


‘ment while the employe was on 
the job and ‘asked him how he 
‘was getting along, to which he 
replied that he was doing all 
right. Mr. McKethan then told 


him to do his job, keep his mouth ' 


shut and he, McKethan and Ful- 
Jer Warren would be back in of- 
fice beginning January 1957. 


Of course, almost everyone 
knows that Fuller made all his 
plans for this present campaign 
before he vacated the Governor's 
chair. 


I just can’t see the voters of 
Florida returning Fuller to this 
most important job, as his activi- 
ties while he was Governor con- 
tained so many bees in his bon- 
net, 


I sincerely hope that the voters 
and LeRoy Collins will put so 
many more bees in his bonnet 
in the coming election that we 
will never have to suffer through 
another of his muddy campaigns. 

Another Campaign rumor 
hatched this week is for Lowry 
to give Fuller the first vacancy 
on the Supreme Court if Fuller 
is not elected Governor. 

EX-POLITICO., 


Prediction: Collins 


TAMPA—FEarly in 1948 I pre- 
dicted that Harry S. Truman 
would be renominated for Presi- 
dent and people smiled. Later I 
suggested that he would be re- 
elected and people were really 
amused. 


In the last eléction I named 
Mr. Eisenhower but that, of 
course, was comparatively easy. 


Now I am forecasting that Gov- 
ernor Collins in the coming elec- 
tion will register more votes 
than his three rivals combined. . 


In honoring Governor Collins 
the people will bring honor on 
themselves, 


PROPHET. 


Remember The Tax! 


TAMPA -— I note somebody 
called Fuller Warren “Cry Baby 
Warren.” I think “Fraidy Cat 
Warren” would be better. He was 
80 afraid when -Brailey Odham 
declared he would go all out-for 
LeRoy Collins that he wanted to 
take away Mr. Odham's right of 
free speech! 

„We have had “Remember the 
Alamo!” and “Remember the 
Maine!”. Now let voters next 
y “Remember the Sales 

ax!” o 


COLLINS FRIEND 
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. one who is not afraid to speak 
out and to fight the serious and 
deplorable issue of segregation. 


Drive through the colored 
slums of our cities and then de- 
cide whether you would like to 

` have your child go to a mixed 
school and use the same facilities, 


We can ill afford to demọralize ` 


our children to elevate’ the 
colored race. Integration would 
ultimately destroy the white race 
or reduce it to a mongrel state. 
Governor Collins is a cheap 
politician who would sell out our 
children and state for the Negro 
vote and play in the hands of the 
NAACP. He is a dangerous man 
to have in office after appointing 
a Negro as assistant state attor- 
ney at Miami and commuting the 


are not seeking Mr. Collins’ ad- 
vice or waiting for him to invite 
them here, as he would like for 
us to believe. 

Governor Collins is flying 
around and calling himself a 
great salesman and no doubt he 


‘would make a better salesman. 


than a Governor. Sumter Lowry 
is a successful business man and 
has every reason to be as inter- 
ested in the progress of our state 
as Governor Collins. He is not 
an aspiring politician and has 


only an unselfish interest in mak- : 


ing our state a safe and decent 
place for our children to live, 
work and play. , 

We need more men like Sumter 
Lowry in government, who has 
the courage to stand up and fight 
for our rights. L. M. S. 


‘Ray For Lowry! Elect Collins 


TAMPA—I’m afraid you folks 
at The Tribune don’t appreciate 
fully all that Sumter Lowry 
means to our beloved Sunshine 
State. You join the misguided 


reactionaries who cast aspersions — 


at this great political figure; who 
fail to understand his deep intel- 
lect and fortitude. 

Mr. Lowry has stated that he 
“does not advocate violence with 


regard to the segregation issue. . 


He merely says “. . , The only 
time we are going to have vio- 
lence is when this man Collins 
puts white children and colored 
children in the public schools to- 
gether.” One cannot help but ad- 
mire the intellectual honesty of 
Such a statement, and ‘the very 
high ~degree of couragk which 
underscores it. This na direct 
appeal to our noblest (Christian 
instincts. f nes 
You see, Mr. Lowry is forth- 
right enough to assume that Gov- 
ernor Collins will not hesitate 
to desegregate. Mr. Lowry there- 
fore is more than a crusading 
Politician, He is a clairvoyant, a 
brilliant prophet whose amazing 
insight reveals the secrets of the 
future, B 
As to what type or measure of 


„violence “we are going to have,” 


I cannot guess. But we may be 


sure it will be righteous, accom- ` 


panied perhaps by the singing 
of “Onward Christian Soldiers.” 
Yes, intelligent Floridians will 


Tobacco Juice: 


TAMPA—Your editorial, Ta- 
bacco Juice on the Floor (April 
26) is surely beneath a Paper of- 
any size. You are taking advan- 
tage of your position. f 


It is just gossip of the common 


march’ together, shoulder-to- 
shoulder, with Mr. Lowry leading 
the citizens’ army. In the spirit 
of true valor, fiery crosses will 
light the way. Because you are 


obviously blind to Mr. Lowry’s 
. merit, you will term this a 
“mob.” You will say that Mr. 


Lowry is inciting base emotions, 
shaping them: into barbaric ac- 
tions. l l 
. The little white and colored 
children may not understand 
what its all about, but Mr. 
Lowry will instruct them. He will 
indoctrinate their thoughts and 
feelings, just as he did when he 
used his 8-year-old daughter as 
‘an example before the multi- 
tudes, Flaiming that he would 
fight fgr her. (How it pains me 
to see Pou malign this great and 
noble @hampion!), 
As sidelight, Jet me reflect 
briefly”on the incident wherein 
Mr. Lowry’s campaign manager 
spit tobaceo juice on the floor of 
a TV studio. Here indeed was a 
Shining instance of ‘courageous 
defiance. Yet you belittled this 
_ tobacco-spitting titan of intellect. 
Have you no sense of shame? 
In conclusion let me submit 
that it is good to have Sumter 
Lowry on the political scene so 
that Florida can go on record as 
giving dirty palitics the heave-ho 
by voting for, and electing, 
LeRoy Collins! 
CARLTON BORTELL 


A Low Editorial 


was a pretty good man but with 
you and so much money behind 
‘him, I now wonder. Those debts 
‘will have to be paid Somehow. 


ESTHER CHRISTEN 


‘pointed out in your editorial 3 


‘has less than a year’s judici: 


Qualified in experience is Farris | 
Bryant. i ; 
The true test of any man is | 
how he reacts and the decisions 
he makes in a crisis. Farrig 
Bryant permanently disqualified 
himself as a candidate for Gover- 
nor for all of the people of F 
ida when at the last session « 
the Legislature he sold the fut 
of, Florida down the river ii 
compromise with the North F. 
ida Pork Chop Gang. 
Í. This crisis was presented 
thim when he had to make a 
cision between the future v * 
fare of the state and the supp 
of the North Florida group in 
race for Governor. When he. 
cided to come out for the 67-s 
ator program of the Pork C} 
Gang, which program he } ry 
been actively fighting; he decic 8 
that his personal political cari 2 
was more important than 1°” 


future welfare of Florida. z 
When a man places his p 

(33) 

O 
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sonal çareer and ambitions ahe 
of the general welfare of t 
State he is not qualified now 
at any time in the future to 
Governor, even though he has 
long satisfactory record in t 
Legislature and his personal li 
and background have been pol 
ically acceptable. 


SIC SEMPER TYRANNUS 


Facts On Douglas 


NAPLES—It could have bee 


2 
the State Supreme Court th. 
Zach H. Douglas, the candida 
opposing Stephen O'Connell (wt R 
experience to the best of m ø 
knowledge) is more than “a Jac} 
sonville lawyer who specializes i 
criminal practice and has had n 
judicial experience.” 


Douglas is also an outstandin 
attorney and civic worker. Doug 
las has also worked in goverr 
ment as a city attorney. He i 
also a native of Florida and als < 
attended the University of Flor 
ida. In addition Douglas ha 
served as vice president of th: 
Florida Bar and has had wel 
nigh on to 30 years’ experience 
in city, county, state and federa 
courtrooms. I think O'Connell ha- 
practiced approximately 15 years 

I know you, a reputable news 
paper, must believe as I that + 
primary function of a paper i. 
to present the full facts so tha 
we the people can make our ow! 
decision and make it intelligent- 
ly. I cannot believe you know 
4h ose, : 


ana t 


NOISIAIG 


O ANWHETT 


: 
: 





ponents... . 

‘keriously consider 
prida. He is cam- 
fgregation, and it 
hinking. In short, 
psents the radical 
t. His is not the 


esome times; he 




















entirely—a very 
respected in his 
e probably would 
ł not measure up 
ja great state. 

r four years and 


lenses of the word, 


ke a careful look 
te and then vote 
post. But, many 
r than reason be 


lic office, ability 


rs, one has been 
form that appeals 
son. 


aign on promises 
without additional 


ernor Collins and 


than emotion and 
the office, LeRoy 


convictiòn that of 
the governorship 
to lead the state 


d: 

t Democratic tradi- 
s our opinion that, 
'ernor the dignity, 
ing and the forth- 
so sorely needed.” 
here has been no 
tion, no political 
ontracts to favored 


for his emotion- 


ogical choice for | 


nexpired term of l 


— ome — — 


am desirous of seeing this serious 
matter handled sanely and hon- 
orably and to the credit of Flor- 
ida citizenship: . . 


CHAS. BARDIN, SR. 


No Mote Warren ' 


TAMPA — During June, 1955, 


while I was superintending in- 
stallation of part of the equip- 
ment for the concession build- 
ings on Sunshine Skyway, Alfred 
McKethan approached an em- 
ploye of the State Road Depart- 


‘ment while the employe was on 


the job and asked him how he 
was getting along, to which ‘he 


- replied that he was doing all 


right. Mr. McKethan then told 


him to do his job, keep his mouth ` 


shut and he, McKethan and Ful- 
Jer Warren would be back in of- 
fice beginning January 1957. 


Of course, almost everyone 
knows that Fuller made all his 
plans for this present campaign 
before he vacated the Governor’s 
chair. 


I just can’t see the voters of 
Florida returning Fuller to this 
most important job, as his activi- 
ties while he was Governor con- 
tained so many bees in his bon- 
net, 


I sincerely hope that the voters 
and LeRoy Collins will put so 
many more bees in his bonnet 
in the coming election that we 
will never have to suffer through 
another of his muddy campaigns. 


Another campaign rumor 
hatched this week is for Lowry 
to give Fuller the first vacancy 
on the Supreme Court if Fuller 
is not elected Governor. 

EX-POLITICO. 


— R N 
Prediction: Collins 
TAMPA—Early in 1948 I pre- 
dicted that Harry S. Truman 
would be renominated for Presi- 


dent and people smiled. Later I 
suggested that he would be re- 


elected and people were really 


amused. 

In the last election I named 
Mr. Eisenhower but that, of 
course, was comparatively easy. 

Now I am forecasting that Gov- 
ernor Collins in the coming elec- 
tion will register more votes 


than his three rivals combined. . 


In honoring Governor Collins 
the people will bring honor on 
themselves. 


PROPHET. 


Remember The Tax! 


whai we need and ‘shoulda Keep 
to make sure that our all-too- 
easily destroyed natural resources 
—the very things that brought 
Most of us here—will not be ex- 
ploited and ruined. 
His realization of the meaning 


Mr. Wylie is the distinguished. 
author who has written many, 
articles about Florida and many 
fiction stories with a Florida 
setting.—Editor. 


Lowry's The Man For Governor 


TAMPA.—Sumter Lowry is the 
man we need for Governor. He is 


a true and Joyal Southerner and 
a man of the highest caliber and 


one who is not afraid to speak 


out and to fight the serious and 
deplorable issue of segregation. 


Drive through the colored 


_slums of our cities and then de- 


cide whether you would like to 


‘have your child go to a mixed 
schoo] and use the same facilities. 


We can ill afford to demearalize 
our ‘children to elevate the 
colored race. Integration would 
ultimately destroy the white race 
or reduce it to a mongrel state. 
Governor Collins is a cheap 
politician who would sell out our 
children and state for the Negro 
vote and play in the hands of the 
NAACP. .He is a dangerous man 
to hav® in office after appointing 
a Negro as assistant state attor- 


ney at Miami and commuting the 


death sentence of Walter Lee 
Irvin (Negro rapist) to life im- 
prisonment. 

Don't be fooled. Big industries 
are not seeking Mr. Collins’ ad- 
vice or waiting for him to invite 
them here, as he would like for 
us to believe. ; 

Governor Collins is flying 
around and’ calling himself a 
great salesman and no doubt he 


‘would make a better salesman: 


than a Governor. Sumter Lowry 
is a successful business man and 
has every reason to be as inter- 
ested in the progress of our state 
as Governor Collins. He is not 
an aspiring politician and has 
only an unselfish interest in mak- 
ing our state a safe and decent 
place for our children to live, 
work and play. f 

We need more men like Sumter 
Lowry in government, who has 
the courage to stand up and fight 
for our rights. L. M. S. 


Ray For Lowry! Elect Collins 


TAMPA—I’m afraid you folks 
at Thé Tribune don’t appreciate 
fplly all that Sumter Lowry 
means to our beloved Sunshine 
State. You join the misguided 
reactionaries whb cast aspersions 
at this great political figure; who 
fail to understand his deep intel- 
lect and fortitude. 

Mr. Lowry has stated that he 
“does not advocate violence with 
regard to the segregation issue. 
He merely says “. . . The only 
time we are going to have vio- 
lence js when this man Collins 
puts white children and colored 
children in the public schools to- 
gether.” One cannot help but ad- 
mire the intellectual honesty of 
such @ statement, and ‘the very 
high ~@egree of courage which 
underscores it. This is a direct 
appeal to our noblest (Christian 
instincts. 

You see, Mr. Lowry is forth- 
right enough to assume that Gov- 
ernor Collins will not hesitate 
to desegregate. Mr. Lowry there- 
fore ig more than a crusading 
politician. He is a clairvoyant, a 
brilliant prophet whose amazing 
insight reveals the secrets of the 
future. f f 

As to what type or measure of 


__.. Mdoalenre “we are going to have.” 


. merit, .you will 


march’ together, . shoulder-to- 
shoulder, with Mr. Lowry leading 
the citizens’ army. In the spirit 


of true valor, fiery crosses will | 


light the way. Because you are 
obviously blind to Mr. Lowry’s 
term this a 
“mob.” You will say that Mr. 
Lowry is inciting base emotions, 
shaping them into barbaric ac- 
tions. | 

_ The little white and colored 
children may not understand 
what it’s all about, but Mr. 
Lowry will instruct them. He will 
indoctrinate their thoughts and 
feelings, just as he did when he 
„used his 8-year-old daughter as 
an example before the multi- 
tudes, Rlaiming that he would 
fight fgr her. (How it pains me 
to, see fou malign this great and 
noble qhampion!), 

As sidelight, let me reflect 
briefly”on the incident wherein 
Mr. Lowry’s campaign manager 
spit tobacco juice on the floor of 
a TV studio. Here indeed was a 
Shining instance of courageous 
defiance. Yet you belittled this 
_tobaceo-spitting titan of intellect. 
Have you no sense of shame? 

In conclusion let me submit 
that it is good to have Sumter 
Lowrv on the political scene so 


Bryant's Out 


point that he will at least know 
where to look for his opposition 
the next time he runs. | 

Let no one deny the political 
acumen and courage of Mr. 
Lowry. He will make a fine rally- 


ing point for the fight to main- - 


{ain segregation and states’ rights 


-when he becomes our next Gov- 


ernor. TOBACCO BILL 


r 


NOKOMIS—Next to Governor 
Collins the only other candidate 
in the race who on his record is 


qualified in experience is Farris . 


Bryant. 

The true test of any man is 
how he reacts and the decisions 
he makes in a crisis. Farris 
Bryant permanently disqualified 
himself as a candidate for Gover- 
nor for all of the people.of Flor- 
ida when at the last session of 
the Legislature he sold the future’ 
of, Florida down the river in a 
compromise with the North Flor- 
ida Pork Chop Gang. 


-This crisis was presented to 


him when he had to make a de- . 


cision between the future wel- 
fare of the state and the support 
of the North Florida group in his 
race for Governor. When he de- 
cided to come out for the 67-sen- 


ator program of the Pork Chop 


Gang, which program he had 
been actively fighting; he decided 
that his personal political career 
was more important than the 
future welfare of Florida. ` 
When a man places his per- 
sonal career and ambitions ahead 
of the general welfare of the 
state he is not qualified now or 


at any time in the future to be | 


Governor, even though he has a 
Jong satisfactory record in the 
Legislature and his personal life 
and background have been polit- 
ically acceptable. 


SIC SEMPER TYRANNUS 


Facts On Douglas 


NAPLES—lIt could have been 


: pointed out in your editorial re 
the State Supreme Court that 


Zach H. Douglas, the candidate 
opposing Stephen O'Connell (who 


. has less than a year’s judicial 


experience to the best of my 
knowledge) is more than “a Jack- 
sonville lawyer who specializes in 
criminal practice and has had no 
judicial experience.” f 


Douglas is also an outstanding 
attorney and civic worker. Doug- 
las has also worked in govern- 
ment as a city attorney. He is 
also a native of Florida and also 
attended the University of Flor- 


teu Nanalae hae 
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something recently although any 
attempt to destroy the country 
through anything save demo- 
cratic process is morally wrong. 
Or should I say legally? z 

Any person under indictment 
for any crime has as his own per- 
sona] duty the necessity of taking 
the position that he is innocent 


premise that our courts are based 
since it is for the state to prove 
the guilt and the accused is in- 
nocent until the state has proved, 
beyond the shadow of a doubt, 
that he is not. 

‘In Mr. Hiss’s. case I assume,’ 


without any proof, that he stated . 


he was innocent of the perjury 
charge until the court found him 
guilty. I would also assume that. 
he states that he is innocent of 
attempting to overthrow the gov- 
ernment, of any crime of espion- 
age, or anything of the ilk since 
these charges. have not been 
proved in courts of law. 

Tf any evidence exists to prove 
him guilty of these charges then 
they should be presented in a 


court of law—if they do exist. 


then you should crusade for the 
necessary legal and moral proof 
or be quiet. 

Far from so many others in 
this unhappy time, differing from 





if I may say it, in good tasté. 


‘His behavior throughout the trial 
the prison term, and’ 


period, : 
now has been of such a nature as 
to shame jhose like you who 
must now pick the very meat 


_ from his hones. 


As for his invitation to speak 


. before.-a university group -there 
of the charge. It is upon this 


is much to say in its behalf. As 
‘a member of the various Amert- 
ican-Russian conferences through- 
out:the war he could offer A very 
interesting insight into that pe- 


_riod and present dealings with the 


Russians. Even as a man proven, 
at least. to be a member of the 
Communist Party, he could offer 
some vibrant insights into his 
own thoughts on the subject of 
Russia and the cold war. 


THOMAS JEROME KAK.' 


Hiss was convicted of lying 
when he denied giving State .De- 
partment secrets to a Communist 
spy ring. The jury thus, in effect. 
held him guilty of espionage. He 
could not be prosecuted on that 
charge because of the statute of 
limitations. We see no more logic 
in a debating club inviting Hiss 
to talk about Geneva than in a 
banking class inviting a convicted 
embezzler to discuss the princie 
ples of. finance.—Editor. 


. They Can't Discredit Collins 


TAMPA—It is interesting to 
observe the path of argument 
being conducted by the candi- 
dates for Governor in the closing 


weeks of the campaign, particu- 


larly the tactics being employed 
by Sumter L. Lowry in the last 
few days. j 


In a recent pamphlet mailed . 
- to many registered voters, Lowry 


with his insinuations professed to 
make Governor Collins a friend 
of the NAACP and a “passenger 
on the Moscow train.” This is 
the pattern of a desperate can- 
didate who, not having legitimate, 
arguments, must resort to a cam- 


paign of branding an individual | 


as a fellow-traveler for the Com- 
munists. - 


No one can deny the fact that 


segregation has become a polit- 
ical issue. It must be faced with 
firm but cool heads, without in- 
citing the people to disorder and 
anarchy, the weapons and tactics 
employed by the Communist 


`~ Party for creating disunity and 
- hatred as manifested by some of 


the candidates. 
But segregation is not the only 


issue. There are other vital issues ~ 


being ignored by several of the 
candidates which will determine 
the growth of Florida politically 
and economically. Toward that 
goal Collins has ably: demon- 
stated his ability as a statesman 
and a salesman for the state. © 
Collins has brought to Florida 
‘respect, integrity and, more im- 
portant, has made many tourists 
aware of Florida's industrial po- 
tentialities: a means of publicity 
entirely different from the usual 
palm trees and bathing beauties 
which in the past appeared in 


many -magazines over the coune | 


ry. ; ; F 
Collins, with his campaign. {or 
more industries for Florida has 
put the state in the light of op- 
portunity and growth in the eyes 
of many people who up to now 


considered Florida as only a play T — 


ground state. It will indeed take 
more-than cheap politics to dise 


` credit the work of Governor Col- 


Jins. The record is there. To 
ignore it is ignorance, to mis- 
represent it by false accusations 


is foolish, and shaws lack of faith, 


in the intelligence of Florida's 
voters. JOE MALDONADO - 


Wrong Governor Could Ruin State 
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... Each of Collins’ three opponents is attacking 
the Governor and thereby confessing that he is the 
strongest. candidate. Farris Bryant, Fuller Warren and 

à Sumter Lowry are hoping to get into a second race 
with the Governor. 

The fury of their onslaughts reflects their fear that 
Collins stands a good chance of polling a majority of 
all the votes in the first primary pext Tuesday. In 
such an event there wouldn’t be a runoff and Collins 
would be assured of a full term. 

Voters should take note of these things when they 
read, listen to or hear about what this or that’ candi- 
date says about Collins. Just keep in mind these fellows 
are so scared Collins will butt them out of a runoff 
that they're growing desperate. ... 

Short-sighted professional office seekers are prone 
to underrate the intelligence of the voters. Otherwise 
they wouldn't waste their time and that of Florida 
voters by indulging in the puny and silly criticisms 
they're hurling at Collins and his record. The Gov- 
ernor's public service stands out in the glare of the 
full light for all to see. Those who have inspected it 
impartially and without a prejudiced eye are proud 
of Collins and the fine record he has written in’ the 
Legislature and the Governor’s office... . 








Fireball In The No. 1 Alley 
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ariy size, ot M e ati BEV als 
tage of your position. `’ 

It is just gossip of the common 
kind. Gossip has caused more 


heartaches and trouble than any- 


thing I know of. 

‘You say this trivia] thing illus- 
trates the level to which the cam- 
paign for Florida's highest office 
has sunk. Your tobacco juice 
editorial shows how far The Trib- 
une’s editorial writers have sunk. 

Maybe your readers should 
know the Tampa Tribune is 
owned by the Chicago Tribune. 
A lot of people I have talked to 
don’t know it. 

I always thought Mr. Collins 


woi'qave-tu ve pdiu sumenuuw, 
ESTHER CHRISTEN 4 


To answer Reader Christen: 

1. The statement that Sumter 
Lowry’s state campaign manager, 
Joe \Jenkins, spat tobacco juice 
on the floor of a TV studio at 
Miami is not gossip. A Tribune 
staff writer was there when it 
happened, : 

2. It is not surprising that a 
lot of the people “don’t know the 
Tampa Tribune is owned by the 
Chicago Tribune.” We don’t know 
it, either. This newspaper never 
has had any connection whatever 
with the Chitago Tribune. 


FEELEAT ion aysninst — 
ly. I cannot believe you know 
these facts concerning Zach 
Douglas. LYNNE D. HIXON 


Why ° Change? 


. LAKELAND — LeRoy ‘Collins 
has -done more to promote in- 
dustry and racial understanding 


than any Governor. Florida ever 
Aad: 


He is also an honorable family 
man gnd understands the prob- 
lems of our. young people, a very 
important attribute. Why change? 

MRS. F. E. REANEY 





News 


_ WINTER HAVEN.—Please ac- 
cept this preface to the following 
remarks: I am an avid reader of 
The Tribune, have always consid- 
ered yours the best paper avail- 
able in the Southeast, and have 
generally agreed with your edi- 
torial comments. 


I do sincerely believe, how- 
ever, that your paper reached its 
absolute low last week in the 
article on front page, headed by 
blaring words, and I quote: “State 
Auditor Raps Retired Prison 
Head, etc.” This is clearly a 
case of print anything that will 
sell papers. 


You have attacked and slan- 
dered a man, Mr. L. F. Chapman, 
now retired after some 25 years 
of excellent, honest and efficient 
service to this state, at the age 
of over 70 years young. There 
is no indication in the article that 
an attempt was made by your re- 
porter ta determine from. Mr. 
Chapman or the prison the rea- 
sons for his actions. 

At the very end of the article, 


where most people have quit - 


reading already, you do state that. 
the auditor complimented Mr. 
Chapman on the reducing of the 
cost per man, and the increase in 
profit shown by the canteen. 
There is no acknowledgment of 


the fact that the state prison at 


Raiford is designed, equipped 
and prepared to handle a load ca- 
pacity of 1600 prisoners, but for 
several years now there has been 


_ considerably more than 2000 pris- 


‘public 9 
‘reputatif n that he spent some 25 


Report Unfair To Retired Warden 


oners there, with the number now 
close to 2400 prisoners. 


In all fairness, could you not 
tell your readers that Mr. Chap- 
man was considered by other 
penal fheads throughout the na- 
tion a} a real warden’s warden, 
and trply one of the outstanding 
prison} superintendents in the 
countrg? Also, that he received 
recognfiion several years ago 
from 
for hisfmany innovations and was 
called fo Washington for consul- 
tation Pith heads of federal insti- 
tutions Could ypu not tell your 
readerg that despite the greatly 
overcri@vded conditions prevalent 
at Raitfrd, we have yet to expe- 










© rience §ny of the riots that are so 


commog at other penal institu- 


` tions t§roughout the country? 


Mayl the article you printed 
is the ay to sell papers, but it 
certain isn’t the way to win 


friends and enhance your own 
reputatgon as a fair, clean news- 
paper. f If that type article is 
considefed good reporting, then 
I am fhe worst judge in the 
world. [The only criticism that I 
have ever heard of The Tribune. 
is that §t is a scandal sheet, and 
this agticle leaves me little 
groundg on which to defend your 
reputatipn. 

The ral truth is that Mr. Chap- 
man stands head and shoulders 
above tþe vast majority of our 
prvants. and rather than 
p destroy and slander a 













trying 





pur Federal Government 
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_ CHAPMAN 
years building, you should en- 


fourage others to emulate his ac- 
tions as a public servant. 


‘Did you know that Mr. Chap- 


man has made hundreds of 
speeches before civic and church 


‘groups throughout the state and 


nation, striving to arouse in the 
lackadaisical public a desire to do 
something about the rising crime 


“rate, and most of all, to aN the 


` a prison administrator. 


youth of this country the leader- 
ship necessary to steer them on 
the proper road to a clean, moral 
life. Let me assure you that you 
have not influenced the people 
who know Mr. Chapman, and 
know the conditions at our state 
prisgn at Raiford. 
If Mr. Raker, 
wants to write a real article, with 
news value, and something con- 
structive rather than destructive, 
let him do a feature article on 
Mr. Chapman, covering’ his 25 
years’ experience as prison head, 
and with great emphasis being 
placed on his philosophy relative 
to prevention of crime and re- 
habilitation of criminals. You 
would then be doing the public a 
distinct service, and I firmly be- 
lieve, sell more papers in the 


Jong run. 
HAROLD GEORGE. 


We regret that Mr. George 
feels The Tribune news report 
was unfair. We are well aware 
of Mr. Chapman’s fine record as 
We com- 
mented on it editorially at. the 
time of his retirement. More- 
over, Tribune Staff Writer. Paul 
Wilder did a series of articles 
based on Mr. Chapman's experi- 
ence and ideas last November. 
We could not, however, ignore the 


official criticism contained in the, 


auditor’s report. And, incidental- 
ly, the news article on the audi- 
tor’s report mentioned the good 
findings in the second paragraph, 
not at the end.—Editor. 
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We have had ‘Remember the 
Alamo!” and “Remember the 


Maine!"". Now jet voters next 
Tuesday “Remember the Sales 
Tax” = 
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from publication. 
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_ WINTER HAVEN.—Please ac- 
cept this preface to the following 
remarks: I am an avid reader of 
The Tribune, have always consid- 
ered yours the best paper avail- 
able in the Southeast, and have 
generally agreed with your edi- 
torial comments. 
I do sincerely 


believe, how- 


‘ever, that your paper reached its 


absolute low last week in the 
article on front page, headed by 
blaring words, and I quote: “State 
Auditor Raps Retired Prison 
Head, etc.” This is clearly a 
case of print anything that will 
sell papers. 

You have attacked and slan- 
dered a man, Mr. L. F. Chapman, 
now retired after some 25 years 


of excellent, honest and efficient . 


service to this state, at the age 
of over 70 years young. There 
is no indication in the article that 
an attempt was made by your re- 
porter to determine from Mr. 
Chapman or the prison the rea- 
sons for his actions. 

At the very end of the article, 
where most people have quit 
reading already, you do state that 
the auditor complimented Mr. 
Chapman on the reducing of the 
cost per man, and the increase in 
profit shown by the canteen. 
There is no acknowledgment of 


the fact that the state prison at 


Raiford is designed, equipped 
and prepared to handle a Joad ca- 
pacity of 1600 prisoners, but for 
several years now there has been 


considerably more than 2000 pris- 





News 


TAMPA—Your editorial, To- 
hacco Juice on the Floor (April 
26) is surely beneath a paper of 
any size. You are taking advan- 
tage of your position. 


It is just gossip of the common 
kind. Gossip has caused more 
heartaches and trouble than any- 
thing I know of. 


‘You say this trivial thing illus- 


trates the level to which the cam- 
paign for Florida’s highest office 
has sunk. Your tobacco juice 
editorial shows how far The Trib- 
une’s editorial writers have sunk. 

Maybe your readers should 
know the Tampa Tribune is 
owned by the Chicago Tribune. 
A lot of people I have talked to 
don’t know it. 

I always thought Mr. Collins 


close to 2400 prisoners. 


In ail fairness, could you not 
tell your readers that Mr. Chap- 
man was considered by other 
penal fheads throughout the na- 
tion a} a real warden’s warden, 
and trply one of the outstanding 
prison} superintendents in the 
country? Also, that he received 
recognition several years ago 
from pur Federal Government 


for hisBmany innovations and was 
called Washington for consul- 
tation ith heads of federal insti- 
tutions™ Could you not tell your 
readerg™that despite the greatly 
overcra@@ded conditions prevalent 
at Raid. we have vet to expe- 
` rience . of the riots that are so 


commomgmat other penal institu- 


tions tPughout the country?. 
Maytagthe article you printed 
is the y to sell papers, but it 
certain isn't the way to win 
friends d enhance your own 
reputat as a fair, clean news- 
‘paper. that type article is 
conside good reporting. then 
I am worst judge in the 
world. he only criticism that I 
have e heard of The Tribune. 
is that MEPS a scandal sheet, and 


this aFle leaves me little 


 groundgg Which to defend your 
reputat 

Ther truth is that Mr. Chap- 
man st head and shoulders 
above 1 vast ‘majority of our 
public 4 ants. and rather than 
trying Bestroy and slander a 
-reputati at he spent some 25 


Report Unfair 


oners there, with the number now . . 





was a pretty good man but with 
you and so much money behind 


-him, I now wonder. Those debts 


wil] have to be paid Somehow. 
- ESTHER CHRISTEN 


To answer Reader Christen: 

1. The statement that Sumter 
Lowry’s state campaign manager, 
Joe \Jenkins, spat tobacco juice 
on the floor of a TV studio st 
Miami is not gossip. A Tribune 
sal writer was there when it 
happened. 

2: It is not surprising that a 
lot pf the people “don’t know the 
Tampa Tribune is owned by the 
Chicago Tribune.” We don’t know 
it, either. This newspaper never 
‘has had any connection whatever 
with the Chitago Tribune. 


CHAPMAN 
years building, you should en- 


rourage others to emulate his ac- 
tions as a public servant. 


Did you know that Mr. Chap- 


man has made hundreds of 
speeches before civic and church 


groups throughout the state and 


mation, striving to arouse in the 
Jackadaisical public a desire to do 


something about the rising crime 


rate, and most of all, to give the 


To Retired Warden 


` a prison administrator. 


primary function of a paper is 
to present the full facts so that 
we the people can make our own 

decision and make it intelligent- 
ly. I cannot believe you know 
these facts concerning Zach 
Douglas. LYNNE D. HIXON 


Why Change? 


LAKELAND — LeRoy Collins 
has done more to promote in- 
dustry and racial understanding 


than any Governor. Florida ever 


had. 

He is also an. honorable family 
man and understands the prob- 
lems of our young people, a very 
important attribute. Why change? 


MRS. F. E. REANEV 





youth of this country the leader- 
ship necessary to steer them on 
the proper road to a clean, moral 
life. Let me assure you that you 
have not influenced the people 
who know Mr. Chapman, and 
know the conditions at our state 
prisgn at Raiford. 
If Mr. Raker, 
wants to write a real article, with 
news value, and something con- 
structive rather than destructive, 
let him do a feature article on 
Mr. Chapman, covering’ his 25 
years’ experience as prison head, 
and with great emphasis being 
placed on his philosophy relative 
to prevention of crime and re- 
habilitation of criminals. You 


would then be doing the public a ` 
distinct service, and I firmly be- 


lieve, sell more papers in the 
long run. Bites aoe 
HAROLD GEORGE. 


We regret that Mr. George 
feels The Tribune news report 
was unfair. ‘We are well aware 
of Mr. Chapman’s fine record as 
We com- 
mented on it editorially at the 
time of his retirement. More- 
over, Tribune Staff Writer. Paul 
Wilder did a series of articles 


based on Mr. Chapman’s experi- 


ence and ideas last November. 


_ We could not, however, ignore the 


official criticism contained in the, 
auditor’s report. And, incidental- ` 
ly, the news article on the audi- 
tor’s report mentioned the good 
findings in the second paragraph, 
not at the end.—Editor. 


your reporter, - 


gation issue. ` 

I am copying a paragraph from 
a statement issued by Charley 
Johns, that was in The Tribune 
on Apri] 26... “Johns said that 
Warren vetoed a section of the 
1951 appropriation bill which 
would cut off funds from „any 
state school which integrated." 

Now if Lowry is elected Gov- 
ernor, he may try his best to 
have some law or laws passed to 
circumvent the government’s in- 
tegration law. If he should suc- 


ceed in passing some such law,,. 


what is to prevent Congress from 
passing a similar one to withhold 
all funds from any state that 
passes a Jaw or Jaws with the 
intent of preventing the work- 
ings of the segregation law? Con- 


segregation laws, just what would 
Mr. Lowry do? Would he or- 
ganize an army to march into 
Washington and demand his 
rights, or just plain crawfish? 
Or would he try to get Florida 
to secede? 

If the FHA funds were stopped 
for a month or two, all building 
operations would stop, and most 
of the builders would be broke. 

I think the people of Florida 
hould be very careful whom 
they choose for Governor. We 
‘appear to be sitting on a powder 
keg and the wrong sort of Gov- 
ernor could. easily set it off. 
There are ai lot of ways our pres- 
ent prosperity could .blow up 
overnight. So it behooves all of 
us to do a little straight thinking. 

N. J. MARSHALL. 


s * 


Don't. Stop Florida's: Progress! 


TAMPA—I have never written 
to The Tribune before but this 
time I- just can't: keep silent. 

A reader recently wrote to The 
Tribune in praise of Sumter 
Lowry, referring to him as “a 
fine Christian gentleman, etc.” ~ 


Now I have always been Jed to - 


believe that a Christian is a per- 
son: who not only believes in 


` Christ but obeys his teachings. - 
“By 


In John 13:25 we are told: 
this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples. if ye have love 
one to another.” 


Mr. Lowry has plainly ‘shown ` 


us that he has nothing but hatred 
in his heart for the Negroes. He 


- has also indicated he has nothing 
- but segregation in his head when 


he states “Segregation is the 
ONLY issue.” 


` LeRoy Collins has promised to 


Bryant's Best. 


TAMPA — The only candidate 
for Governor whose legislative 
record squares fully with his pub- 
lic statements during vote-get- 
ting time, is Farris Bryant. 

Governor Collins and Fuller 
Warren have failed us in many 
instances, for example—-Warren 
repeatedly promised you and me 
he would veto the sales tax, but 


‘he wound up advocating it. 


Governor Collins, as a little 


- county legislator and little-county 


Governor, promised two years. 
ago to do all in his power to give 
South Florida more voice -(fair 


reapportionment) in the Legis-. - 


. 


` people. 
-. there are many more issues in- 


do all he can to maintain segre- 
gation on a peaceful] basis, while 
striving for equal rights and edu- 
cational opportunities for colored 
However,’ ‘He realizes 


volved in governing the state. He 
will not drop everything to en- 
gage in senseless fights over this 
one issue. 

We are al] proud of Florida's 
progress. Why should we stop 
that progress for four years while 


. a hotheaded, confused Governor 


rants and raves in Tallahassee, 
‘doing nothing but. stirring ap 
strife and hate among the people 
of this state? ` 


Let's all make a special effort 
. to get to the polls. Tuesday and 


elect LeRoy Collins for another. 


four years. LIEULSN WHITE 


5% 


J 


For Governor ....- 


lature. What. did he do? ‘The 
same course he followed in the 
-Legislature since 1935 saw to ‘it 
that South Florida, where we pay 
over 75 ‘per cent of the state 


taxes, continues to be the minor» 


ity in the Legislature, 

Why shouid we elect a Gover: 
nor whose record is' made up of 
broken promises? The _ only 


chance we have to get fair re- 
apportionment in the Legislature 
is- with Farris Bryant as Govers 
..nor. At least his record up to date 
fails to disclose any performance 
contrary to election promises. -7 

RAYMOND SHELDON..- 
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300,000 Expected To Vote C 


(Continued from Page 1) Winton H..King, Tampa pt 


tacks upon his major opponents! Clations man, and William 


Stephenson, 'St. Petersburg, 
[and on the U. S. Supreme Court.| once held prominent position 


' The two other candidates,|the Fr i l 
:Peaslee Streets, Lake Park con-, — e a2) Bovenvelyad 


istable, and W. B. Price, Jackson-| On the Republican side, : 
jville used car salesman, havejpressional contests will be } 
done comparatively little cam-|in the Fourth District where } 
palgning. Dante B. Fascell, a Democra 

Collins’ rode to victory two/the incumbent, and in the S 
years ago on a tide of votes in|where Rep. Paul G. Roger: 
the Miami area. While his runoff}|Democrat, is the incumbent. 
opponent, Charley E. Johns, car-| Two Miami men are contes 
ried more counties, Collins came|for the Fourth District Re} 
through with a smashing 57,000jlican nomination. They are 


vote majority in Dade County|land Hyzer, a Miami attor 
(Miami) to more than offset|and James .E. May, a I 


: Johns’ lead. County civics teacher. 
~ IS MOTHER'S DAY 




























Dade Vote Courted In the Sixth District, the ( 


: didates are Charles P. W 
The big Dade County vote is Hol 
: A obe Sound real estate brc 
being courted heavily by the can- and Mrs. Dorothy A. Smith, ` 


didates during the closing days 
of the campaign. Approximately Seether o 
266,000 of the state’s 1,277,000 fn other statewide races 
registered Democratic voters re- hi id b ts f hith 
side in this county. WIC INCuUmMmDeEntS. Tapena 
U. S. Sen. George A. Smathers little-known opposition, Ster 
is being opposed by a political! c; — Bete te 
newcomer, Erle L, Griffis, a ate Supreme Court — 
MacClenny attorney who has con- oa ne ae Ja trti 
tended Smathers wasn’t doing all F tote a tice T Fi 
ihe could to prevent integration. Hobson yeLeran a he Tohe 
Smathers has done little or no Ma as Dade Count * en 
campaigning and Griffis has con-|} aati a Se nae y p State 
z centrated on handshaking efforts. —— Sache Bea S Edy 
LADY ELGIN = : > , Reps. James A. Haley of Sara-|q" H ay ba pr e Pat M 
DY ELGIN— |BULOVA—17 Jewels | sota and D. R. (Billy) Matthews|@,Hornsby, former state 


E ASY | 21 Jewels $9975 of Gainesville are the only Demo- tor’s department employe; At 


2* ꝛ eae congressmen with oppo- 
nuggu sition. ' 
TERMS s85” Famous Make COMPACTS | PARKER "21" PEN SET T Suncast T 
$1.00 WEEK Val P l T — young eA aa 
i ° : ues to $5 ° , J 9. arter o akeland, Le abie 
ee eee I $ Was $9.70 of Wauchula and David B. Hig- 
ginbottom of Babson Park. . 
Lone Opponent 

Matthews’ lone opponent is 47- 
year-old Guy Andrews, Starke 
real estate man. 

Florida’s lone Republican con- 
gressman, William C. (Bil) 
Cramer of St. Petersburg, has no 
GOP opposition. The Democratic 
nomination is being contested by 
Tom Johnson, Tampa attorney; 


ey / | fi Safe Is Safe 
i sed * FALMOUTH, Ky. — (P) — A 
heavy steel safe, taken from a 
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TAMPA SUNDAY TRIBUNE, Sunday, May 6, 1956 . 


300,000 Expected To Vote On Tuesday 


(Continued from Page 1) een H. King, ape pubiemey Genen ipere Ervin faces 
; k relations man, an illiam F.|State Rep. Prentice Pruitt of 
A kg PaA ae opponens Stephenson, 'St. Petersburg, who Monticello; and Railroad and. 
j on the V. 5. supreme “ourl lonce held prominent positions in;Public Utilities Commissioner ; 
: The two other  candidates,/the Franklin D. Roosevelt admin-| Alan S. Boyd, appointed to a va-'E e Aluminum Ware 
Peaslee Streets, Lake Park con- istration. cancy by Collins, is opposed byi e Ash Cins è Ash Trays 
;Stable, and W. B. Price, Jackaan:i On the Republican side, con-|Jim Blanton, St. Augustine trans- e Aspie Molds © Apple Corers 
| ville used car salesman, havejgressional contests will be held| portation firm official. © Angel Cake Pans 
done comparatively little cam-|in the Fourth District where Rep.| Candidates must obtain a elear @ And Plenty More! 
paigning. Dante B. Fascell, a Democrat is|majority next Tuesday in order 



































Collins’ rode to victory two|the incumbent, and in the Sixth|to win in the first primary. The FROM A TO Z 
years ago on a tide of votes in|where Rep. Paul G. Rogers, aitwo top candidates battle it out We have everythings needed fer 
the Miami area. While his runoff| Democrat, is the incumbent. in the runoff May 29 if there|M the Preparation and serving ot 
——— Charley genie car- i — T men pte —— isn’t a majority. foods. f 
ried more counties, Collins came|for the Fourth Distric ew. | —— — 
through with a smashing 57,000'lican nomination. They are Le- __ ADVERTISEMENT __ _ —_—_— LOUIy WOHL & SONS 
vote majority in Dade County|land Hyzer, a Miami attorney, On th Jim léth St. & bth Ave. © Ph. 4-3105 
(Miami) to more than offset}|and James E. May, a Dade e Oo ee — 
Johns’ lead. County civics teacher. 5 F AIR LIVESTOCK SELLS FAST 
Dade Vote Courted n the Sisih District, the GOP quare m In the Want Ads. Ph. 2-4911 
The big Dade County vote is candidates are Ares Ton HoT 


Hobe Sound real estate broker, YOUR HARDWARE HEADQUARTERS 


and Mrs. Dorothy A. Smith, Fort 
Lauderdale attorney. : INSTALL A WINDMASTER LOW COST 


Other Races i 
In other statewide races in 


which incumbents face hitherto 
‘$10 DOWN DELIVERS 


being courted heavily by the can- 
didates during the closing days 
of the campaign. Approximately 
266,000 of the state’s 1,277,000 
registered Democratic voters re- 
side in this county. 

U. S. Sen. George A. Smathers 
is being opposed by a political 
newcomer, Erle L. Griffis, a 
















little-known opposition, Stephen 
C. O’Connell, appointed to a 
State Supreme Court vacancy by 
Collins last year, is opposed by 








MacClenny attorney who has con- : $ HARDWARE 

tended Smathers wasn’t doing all — Se or eae OWNTOWN 10-YEAR GUARANTEE 
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A. Gray is opposed by Edward 8112 Nebraska Ph. 91-1091 U.L. APPROVED 
G. Hornsby, former state audi- 


tor’s department employe; Attor- Eee ee eee 
POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 


Reps. James A. Haley of Sara- 
sota and D. R. (Billy) Matthews 
of Gainesville are the only Demo- 
cratic congressmen with oppo- 
sition. : 

Attempting to unseat Haley are 
three young lawyers—Leonard C. 
Carter of Lakeland, Leff Mabie 
of Wauchula and David B. Hig- 
ginbottom of Babson Park. . 

l Lone Opponent l 

Matthews’ lone opponent is 47- 
year-old Guy Andrews, Starke 
real estate man. 

Florida’s lone Republican con- 
gressman, Wiliam C. (Bill) 
Cramer of St. Petersburg, has no 
GOP opposition. The Democratic 
nomination is being contested by 
Tom Johnson, Tampa attorney; 


Safe Is Safe 


FALMOUTH, Ky. — () — A. 
heavy steel safe, taken from a 
supermarket, was found un- 
opened — its valuables still in- 
tact — right in the middle of 


a .nearby rural road. It appar- 
antly fall ant af tha thiavac’ 
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after of Lakeland, Leff Mabie 

of Wauchula and David B. Hig- 

ginbottom of Babson Park. 
Lone Opponent 

Matthews’ lone opponent is 47- 
year-old Guy Andrews, Starke 
real estate man. 

Florida’s lone Republican con- 
gressman, William C. (Bill 
Cramer of St. Petersburg, has no 
GOP opposition. The Democratic 
nomination is being contested by 
{Tom Johnson, Tampa attorney; 
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of Wauchula and David B. Hig- 
ginbottom of Babson Park. 
Lone Opponent 

Matthews’ lone opponent is 47- 
year-old Guy Andrews, Starke 
real estate man. 

Florida’s lone Republican con- 
| gressman, Wiliam C. (Bil) 
Cramer of St. Petersburg, has no 
'GOP opposition. The Democratic 
| nomination is being contested by 
‘Tom Johnson, Tampa attorney; 
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REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


a June 4, 1956 


Mr. William A. Fordham ancy H 


Attorney At Law 
14042 Central Avenue 
Tampa 2, Florida 


Dear Bill; 


As you have probably read in the newspapers, it 
looks as if we are going to be under presure by the states 
to run us out of business in the South. Would you be kind 
enough to get us copies of the necessary registration forms 
for foreign corporations doing business in the State of 
Florida and send it to us ag soon as possible, 


L would suggest that you get these forms as 
surreptitiously as possible since if it is known that we 

are proceeding to get them, the state may make a fast move 
against us in court. This is what happened in Alabama. On 
the day after I called Gray, asking him to get the registra- 
tion forms, the Attorney General went into court and secured 
this temporary injunction against us. . 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 


RLCsplh 





July 18, 1956 





William A. Fordham, EBG o 
1404% Central Avenue 
Tampa 2, Florida 


Dear Bills 


I am enclosing herewith a certified 
photostatic copy of the NAACP Chartere Please 
register us as goon as possible py filing this 
with the payment of $30.00 feee I shall requisition 
the $30.00 to reimburse yous 


Sincerely yourss 


Rovert Le Carter 
General Counsel 
RLC sarw 
Encle 
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| Secrelary of Stale we 
Stale of Florida, 
R. A. GRAY Tallahassee 


SECRETARY OF STATE 


June 15, 1956 


Mr. Leroy Daniels 
14113 Pierce Street 
Tampa, Florida 


Dear Mr. Daniels: 

In reply to your letter of the fourteenth, 
I am sorry but we do not furnish forms for foreign non-profit 
corporations. All that is necessary to qualify is a 
certified copy of the charter with all amendments and 
check for $30.00. 


With kind regards, I am 


Respectfully yours, 


ecretary of Stare 
/mha 








REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


o- WILLIAM A. FORDHAM — 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR 
AT LAW 
ANDERSON BUILDING b 
140444 CENTRAL AVE. 
TAMPA 2, FLORIDA 


July 19, 1956 
REGISTERED 


474 JUL 5 


Af 


The Honorable Ke Ae Gra 
Secretary of State of Florida 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Dear ir; 

tncelosed you will find a certified 
photostatic cupy of the Charter of the 
National Association For The Advances 
went of Colored People, and a money ore 
der in the amount of thirty dollars 


(~30.00) for registration. 


Sincerely yours, 
Willian A. Fordham 


WAF/lgw 


Enc. 























PHONE’2-221 


4 Lo 
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Qraneisco f. Kodriguez 


os: : ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR ae 8 \ 
— AT LAW A \ EA 
KAN \ 703 HARRISON STREET = eee 
TAMPA 2, FLORIDA hee 


mm? 


August 6, 1956 


Mrs. Constance Baker Motley 
107 West 43rd Street 
New York 36, New York 


Dear Connie: 


As you know, the Legislature has voted $50,000.00 to 
investigate the NAACP, The investigators will be armed 
with subpoena powers, 


The ostensible purpose of the investigation is to 
determine whether the NAACP is advocating violence or dis- 
Obedience to the laws of the State of Florida. I do not 
know, whether or not we will be faced with the question of 
turning over the membership roll for them to inspect. 


We are calling an emergency meeting of the Board, 
Saturday,morning, August 11, 1956, in Miami, Please answer 
imuedilately if you have any suggestions, advice or pertinent 
data as to what instructions we should send back to the 
Branches. 


Ver, 


p 
IROA 
FA R/jjg 
ccs Roy Wilkens 


ccs Bob Carter 
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Lo j iana School Bosses 


“Told to Fire NAACP Teachers 


a i | | | | $ Story on Page 1, 2nd Sec. 
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t Taking Action to Outlaw NAACP! 


$ Story on Page 2 ; 
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Jackie Robinson 


— . EZ me 422) z 
o | POKED 70, Blasts N. Orleans : 
m — Sports Editor! 

» Story on Page 25 = 
2 
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Death Claims Wealthy 


_ Robert (King) Cole! 
» Story on Page 3 





Joe Louis 
And His 
— | Heart Attack 
| ` ' 4h'__Fayetteville, Ga., their ballots through a side window of the ò Story on Back Page ANING... gs 
| Voting Booth believes in all-out ancient courthouse during city elections. ; — NEXTWEEK! 
jimcrow. Negro voters (four of them) must This is Fayetteville's democratic (2) process. — l 





climb this specially built platform and stick —Lowe Photo. {Story on Page 2.) 
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‘We're in This to the Finish,’ Declare 
Tallahassee (Fla.) Bus Boycotters; . ` 
Over 100 Negroes Quizzed by City Cops 


By ALBERT J. DUNMORE 4 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Undismayed by continued 
olice intimidations and threats of preventive legis- 


ve. 4 gee — 


lation, the Inter-City Council, leaders of the bus 
boycott which stymied this city's public transporta- 
tion, has announced that "we are in it to the finish 
.... we'll keep walking." oe 

At a mass meeting in Flipper AME Church, Rev. C. K. 
Steele, president of the council and pastor of Bethel Bap- 
tist Church, was roundly applauded by an overfjow audi- 
ence when he announced: “We will not be frightened. 
We are in it to the finish, We supported the bus company 
for the convenience of others and until we get a fair 10- 
cent ride, no more ... no less ... the same that is given 
other citizens who are not Negroes ... we will keep on 
walking.” 


r 


This was the group’s answer 
to the City Commission and 
other lawmakers who have an- 
nounced that laws will be 


passed both on the city and’ 


state levels to check the bus 
boycott. : 

Already, a city ordinance 
which will forbid persons to 
“regularly or continuously” 
transport persons “not related 
by blood or marriage” has gone 
through its first reading before 
the City Commission. 

If the ordinance passes it will 
go into effect on Aug. 14. The 


. ordinance carries a $500 fine or 


60-day jail sentence. 


E 

“THE INTER-CIVIC Council, 
through its attorney, Therias 
Lindsey, has announced that 
they will contest this measure 
if it is passed. 

One city commissioner asked 
åf this anti-car pool ordinance 
would affect those state wart. 


In the meantime, Representa- 
tive Kenneth Ballinger of Leon 
County has announced that he 
will introduce an anti-car pool 
and anti-boycott measure in the 
State Legislature. — 

Observers feel that such a 
measure would have little op- 
portunity to pass. ` 


R 

IN THE MEANTIME, the city 
police department ħas begun to 
clamp down on the car-pool op- 
erators and have taķen into cus- 
tody more than 100 persons. 

Although the city claims that 
no arregts have been made, the 
Inter-Civic Council reports sev- 
eral instances that could be 
traced directly to the boycott. 

Police Chief Frank Stoute- 
mire said that the persons tak- 
en into custody were being in- 
vestigated as the department 
attempts to determine what ac- 
tion should be taken. . 

City Attorney James Messer 


8 





THE COURT HOUSE 
FAYETTEVILLE, GA. 


+ e + for Negroes, a special 


platform 


Casts His 
Vote Thru 
Window | 


FAYETTEVILLE, Ga.—iIn this 
little sawmill community, 22 miles 
from Atlanta, a lone Negro de- 
fied the Ku Klux Klan and voted 
for the first time in a renant nitu 








‘Fla:’Klan Rides « 
© 


High as NAACR J 
| Takes Beating, 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—While the NAACP wag 
placed under the microscope by the Florida State Legislae 
ture meeting in special session, no mention was made of 


the Ku Klux Klan which is gaining new life here in Florida, 


Last week-end the Klan held its second major meeting 
of the last two months, this time in Lakeland, where som 
3,000 hooded figures met in a screaming frenzy, shouting 
words of hate against Jews, Catholics and Negroes. 

The Klan met with virtual += 
police protection in spite of 
state measures which prohibit 
the burning of crosses or the 
wearing of masks in public 
places. i 


These laws were' sidstepped 
when the Klan paid a dairy 
farmer $1.00 for the use of the 
pasture land on which they met. 

M i 





THE KLAN, ITSELF, al- 
though not identifying its lead- 
er... who was described by 
Jim Fraser, admitted to be high 
up in the Klan hierarehy, as be- 
ing a man well known to every 
Floridian, has openly announc- 
ed its revival here in this state. 


At proclaims as its major pur- 
pose to oppose integration in 
any form or manner. _ 

Fraser, the brother of former 
Senator Ed Fraser, who was 
Senator Charley Johns’ cam- 
paign manager when the latter 
opposed the present Governor 
LeRoy Collins, announced that 
the Klan plans to hold a similar. 
meeting in Miami within the 
next month. 


REP. J. B. ORR 





«.- “they do not burn crosses” 
a . 
FRASER CLAIMS the Klan 
in Florida boasts a membership 


1 Man Stands 
— ea 10,000 men and Alone in Vote 


Governor Collins won- tre- 
mendous support in Dade Coun- 
ty during his campaign against 
Senator Charley Johns hv 
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. ordinance carries a $500 fine or 
60-day jail sentence. 


"THE INTER-CIVIC Council, 
through its attorney, Therias 
Lindsey, has announced that 
they will contest this measure 
if it is passed. 

One city commissioner asked 
4f this anti-car pool ordinance 
would affect those state work- 
ers who use the car pool sys- 
tem to go to work. The ques- 
tioner was informed that this 
was not applicable to them. 


- 
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Inter-Civic Council reports sev- 
eral instances that could be 
traced directly to the boycott. 

Police Chief Frank Stoute- 
mire said that the ‘persons tak- 
en into custody were being in- 
vestigated as the department 
attempts to determine what ac- 
tion should be taken. . 

City Attorney James Messer 
claims that the car pool is be- 
ing operated in violation of 
State laws governing “for hire” 
vehicles. The Inter-Civic Coun- 
cil points out that the cais are 
not for hire since nc charge is 
made the riders. 

These cars are offering rides 
to friends who don’t choose to 
ride the buses. 


B 

PERSONS TAKEN into cus- 
tody are questioned at length 
of their participation in the bus 
boycott, whether they attend 
meetings of the Inter-Civic 
Council, whether they contrib- 
ute to the council’s fund, wheth- 
er they receive gas from the 
car-pool funds, and whether 
they would ride the bus when 
the services are resumed. 

It is believed that these ques. 
tions are being asked to estab- 
lish the fact that cars operating 
in the car pool are actually “for 
hire” and that the funds con- 
tributed to the council is “pay- 
ment received for services ren 
dered.” - 

The Council has instructed its 
members that when taken into 
custody to refuse to answer anv 


ee other -than to — 





Mary Ellen Goode 


Buried in Penna. 


PITTSBURGH, Pa. — M` ” 


Mary Ellen Goode, a reside: 
of Homestead, Pa., for the pa: 


51 years, has been laid to rest. ` 
The deceased is survived by si) ` 
childreri: James of the Goodc . 


Real Estate Company; William, 
owner of the Goode ‘Druc 
Stores here; Malvin, radio news: 
caster; Mary Dee, local disc 
jockey; Walter Allen, automo- 
bile salesman, and Ruth, an as: 
sociate of the Goode Drug 
Stores. concern, with : their re- 


spective families. <. -rni 


WW PINU 


Window | 


FAYETTEVILLE, Ga.—In this 
little sawmill community, 22 miles 
from Atlanta, a lone Negro de- 
fied the Ku Klux Klan and voted 
for the first time in a recent city 
election. 


Four Negroes were registered. 


The man who voted is ex- 
Marine W. J. Anderson. 


He has lived in the community 
eight years, and is a building con- 
tractor. 


| 
ANDERSON told a Courier re- 
porter he had sought to vote in 
previous elections. In national 
and state elections he had always 
voted without hindrance. 


He was taken by surprise re- 
cently when presenting himself 
for his ballot. He had to mark it 
on the lawn of the court house 
and mount a specially consfructed 
platform to deposit it through a 
window. 

Anderson, who was finishing 
up a job in another community, 
said he voted in the early hours. 
He was one of the first. 

He said his wife, Mrs. W. J. 
Anderson, rushed to the Court 
Hotse during the early after- 
noon to find the voting booth 
closed. The lone voting place 
closed before 3 P. M. i 

A Courier reporter was told the 





their names and addresses and 
to produce their driving di- 
censes if so asked when ariy 
“ng cars. 

| i 

SOME $245 was —— 
o the council fund at the mec. 
ng. 

The Rev. Metz Rollins, . trea 
arer of the council and pastu 
of the local Presbyteri«. 
shurch, announced prior to th: 
vollection that there wa. 
32659.28 in the treasury. 

Prominent in the audience 
were a number of members oi 
the Florida A. and M. Univer 
sity faculty . . . many holders 
of top positions including sev- 
eral Ph. -D,s and: department 
heads. 


sawarni sas wasrane 
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FRASER CLAIMS the Klan 
in Florida boasts a membership 
of more than 10,000 men and 
women. * a 

Governor Collins won- tre- 
mendous support in Dade Coun- 
ty during his campaign against 
Senator Charley Johns by 
openly denouncing Johns as a 
former Klansman. 

Today, the Governor, anxious 
to push through his anti-inte- 
gration measures in the House, 
remains silent although public- 
ly attacking the NAACP. 

The NAACP prides itself on 
the fact that it has at no time 
promoted violence and has con- 


tinually urged its membership — 


to fight its battle through the 
courts of the tore 


AT NO TIME has its mem- 
bership ever attempted to hide 
itself behind masks. | ss 

In spite of this it is being 
held up as creating violence 
while the Klan with its hate- 
spewing doctrines based on ig- 
norance and disrespect for law 
and order grows almost with 
the blessings of the politicians 
in control. 


reason for the early closing was 

“light voting.” Less than 800 werc 

said to have cast ballots for a 

mayor and four council members. 
u 

THE TWO other registered vot 
ers were faced with the samc 
problem. They were listed as Jo- 
seph R. Stinchcomb, a bricklayer., 
nd George Jones. 

A motorcade of more. than 20 
ars with white-robed men carry- 
ng a flaming cross . paraded 
‘hrough the colored section the 
light before the election. It was 
‘eported also the men were with- 
‘ut masks or hoods. 





1 Man Stands 
Alone in Vote 
Against Bias 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Al- 
though pelted with threats against 
his family and ‘facing the “silent 
treatment” from fellow. -legisla- 
tors, State Rep. Jokin B. (Jack), 
Orr of Miami continued his one- 
man stand against new Florida 
Jaws which are designed to side- 


‘step the U. S. Supreme Court’s 


ruling against segregation. 

Orr had cast the lone dissent- 
ing vote against a proposal which 
would set up an interim commit- 


tee plus a $50,000 “kitty” to probe 


“subversive” groups and individ- 
uals. 

Everyone in the state _knows 
that the “subversive” target is the 
NAACP. , 


E 

ORR EXPLAINED his stand 
by pointing to his belief that seg- 

regation is ‘:morally wrong.” 
He told silent fellow-lawmak- 
ers during the special sessions 
being held in the capitol, “I be- 
lieve, moreover, that had we 


devoted as much energy, time — 


and talent to discovering means 

to live under the law, instead of 

defiance of it, we could have 
uiscovered a way.” 

The legislator told newsman 
later, “The big trouble with 
ine NAACP is that they have 
veen right. They seek action 
in the courts. They do not burn 
crosses.” 

At least one ddion evinced ad- 
miration for Orr’s stand. Rep. 
W. W. Herrell of Miami said, “I 
only wish I will have similar cour- 
age when called upon to make a 
decision on a matter of impor- 
e taner. to E a à 


Your Public Conduct i 


6 » Refusal to observe manners when you are — 
coarse per makes s you. more offensive because you know: 


better. = 
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- pistol to a civilian. Civil 


-© In 68th Session 
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_, Ordered to Fire 








1447, bearing the names of Leg- 
islators Garrett, Gravolet, Du- 
pont, Stinson and Napper, and 
Senators Rainach, Folse, Crothers 
and Davis, states in part: 
: 5 

“AN ACT to amend and re- 
enact Section 443 of Title 17 of 
the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 
1950, relative to removal of teach- 
ers, procedures, right to appeal, 
by adding thereto as causes for 


removal, membership in or con- 
APPEALS — Ex-Patrolman {tribution to groups, organizations, 


Henry Bennett, New Or- [movements or corporations pro- 
leans, appealed his dismis- }hibited ` from operating in the 
sal in May from the police [State of Louisiana, cr advocacy of 
department on charges integration of the races in the 
that he failed to act when [State’s school systems or higher 
his partner, ex-Patrolman educational institutions.” 


In detail, the act states “A per- 
Raymond Allen, loaned a |imanent teacher shall not be re- 


: gga moved from office except upon 
Service Commission took {written and signed charges of 


matter under advisement. wilful neglect of duty, or incom- 


wares 
x 
OTT see nimat mara reremen — 
ah akali 
. < A 








Scottish Rite 
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Mdusons Convene 


NEW ORLEANS — Approximately 1 500 delegates and 
oificers are attending the 68th biennial session of the United 


By JOHN E. ROUSSEAU 
BATON ROUGE — State Superintendent of Education 
< [Shelby M. Jackson mailed to presidents and members of 
school boards, principals, visiting teachers and supervisors 
throughout Louisiana copies of Act 249, the recently legis- 
lated law which provides that school board employes are 
to be fired for holding NAACP memberships or for advo- 
cating public school integration. f 
The act, formerly House Bit- 
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petency or dishonesty, or of be- 
ing a member of or of contribut- 
ing to any group, organization, 
movement or corporation that is 
by law or injunction prohibited |. 
from operating in the State of 
Louisiana, or of advocating or 
in any manner performing any 
act toward bringing about inte- 
gration of the races within the 
public school system or any pub- 
lic institution of high learning 
in the State of Louisiana, and 
then only if found guilty after a 
hearing by the school board of 
the parish or city, as the case 
may be, which hearing may be 
private or public, at the option 
of the teacher .. ." 

It concludes: “In case any part 
of this act shall be held to be 
unconstitutional, this shall not 
have the effect of invalidating 
any part of it that is constitu- 
tional, and the part or parts not 
affected by such ruling shall con- 
tinue in full force and effect.” 
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in 68th Session 


NEW ORLEANS — Approximately 1,500 delegates and 
officers are attending the 68th biennial session of the United 
Supreme Council of the Sovereign Grand Inspectors-General 
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Freemasonry, 
Southern and Western’ Masonic Jurisdiction, which opened 
Sunday in the Supreme Council headquarters, 411 Bienville 


St., and will end Saturday. 


123 lodges and Eastern Star chap- 
ters of Louisiana, A. R. Turner, 
Most Worshipful Grand Master. 


The activities opened Sunday 
with a parade from Third and 
LaSalle to the Municipal Audi- 
torium where a worship program 
was conducted with the Rev. A. 
Prince Fortner, pastor of Beulah 
Baptist Church, officiating. 

a 


OUTSTANDING officials at- 
tending include Hudson B. Tur- 
ner, Houston, Tex., Most Power- 
ful Sovereign Grand Command- 
er; Fléyd Clark, Irvington, Va., 
President-General Grand Masonic 
Congress; Z. A. Crawford, New 
York, Grand Master, General 
Grand Encampment of Knights 
Templar; Leonce Richardson, 
Cleveland, Ohio, General High 
Priest, Royal Arch Masons; E. 
M. Hunter, Houston, Tex., Im- 
perial Grand Potentate, Order of 
the Mystic Shrine, and W. J. 
Oates, Natchez, Miss., Supreme 
Royal Grand Patron, Order of 
Eastern Star. 


Also, Mrs, Cora C. Moore, 
Houston, Tex., Supreme Royal 
Grand Matron, Order of the East- 
ern Star; Mrs. Ioneze H. Jeffer- 
son, New York, Supreme Worthy 
Chief Counsellor, . Ladies of 
Knights Templar; Mrs. Ada M. 
Crawford, New York, Supreme 
Most Ancient Matron, Heroines 
of Jericho; Mrs. Eleanor Rich- 
ardson, Cleveland, Ohio, Supreme 
Most Excellent Rose, Rose of the 
Seven Seals, and Mrs. Laura 
Hemphill, Supreme Most Worthy 
Grand Matron, Daughters of the 
Sphinx. 

Other activities for the week 


—————_—_—_ — — — 
day, h i 
Hosts to the sessions are tne eee Tuesday, A Bigntseeine 


tour; Wednesday, moonlight ride; 
Thursday, Shriners’ Ball, and 
Friday, banquet and queen’s pag- 
eant. 


XU Deadline 
Wednesday : 


NEW ORLEANS—Wednesday| HONORED—A giant cole- 
is the deadline for new students| bration has been planned 
to apply for the fall term of Xav- for Wednesday, Aug. I, at 
ier University, it was announced] Lincoln Beach, New Or- 
this week. Applications received] leans, on the birthday oc- 
after that date will be processed casion of Orleans Levee 
for second semester entrance. Board, president, Louis 

— fourth and fifth in a series Roussell, above Through 
of placement tests for prospec- . . g 
tive freshmen are scheduled Aug. n aren Beach was 
25 and Sept. 10. founded, organized and de- 

Xavier’s summey session, with veloped into one of the 
an enrollment of 725 students,| finest playspots in the na- 
terminated Friday. tion. 





Fight Boycott 
Gains Support 


NEW ORLEANS — A boycott of the Joe Brown - Bud Smith 
lightweight championship fight here gained momentum last week 
when it was learned that several clubs and organizations adopt- 
ed a “silent boycott” in protest of the state’s new segregation 
sports law. The fight, originally scheduled for Aug. 10, has been 
reset for Aug. 24. Widespread talk of boycott has been prevalent 
among Negro sports fans since the law was signed. An air of 
“stay-at-home” prevails as they eye jim-crow seating arrange- 
ments in -addition to the new law which bans all ractal inter- 


gningling in sports, No one organization is behind the move- 


ment as it picks up support. 








SLAYS MATE — Mrs. Helen Steele, 25-year-old-expectant 
mother of five children, is shown waiting to be taken to the 
Fifth District Police Station, New Orleans, after allegedly 
stabbing her husband, Bob Steele, 30, in the heart with a 
steak knife. Mrs. Steele told police her husband struck her 
with a shoe and threatened her with a knife.—FLNS Photo. 








[Fireworks Planned! 


Beach to Observe 
Roussell’s Birthday 


NEW ORLEANS — Thousands are expected to trek to 
Lincoln Beach on Wednesday night, Aug. 1, for the annual 
birthday celebration of Louis J. Roussell. A gigantic dis- 
play of fireworks and entertainment will highlight the an- 


nual Roussell party, with Emile Bruneau, beach corporation 
president, acting as official host. vs 


‘Ernest J. Wright, executive di4- -> 


rector of the Peoples Defense 
League, will serve as chairman 
of birthday festivities. In laud- 


tist Church under the direction of 
Edwin B. Hogan, prominent or- 


ing the work of the Orleans ganist and choral master. A his- 


Board of Levee Commissioners, 
Mr. Wright said: “I have known 
Mr. Roussell to be of genuine in- 
terest in the community progress 
of our city and it was through his 
ingenuity that Lincoln Beach was 
a reality.” 

“Because of his unsefish inter- 
est in human beings, regardless 
of race, color or creed and be- 
cause of his unswerving convic- 
tions, he has been a stalwart 
champion for human rights,” he 
concluded. 

a 

THE PROGRAM for the eve- 
ning will include special music 
by the radio choir of Second Bap- 


| 


j3 


| 





tory and highlights of the beach 
will be presented by Miss Katie 
E. Wickham, prominent business- 
woman. 

Atty. Louis Berry of New Or- 
leans and Alexandria will make 
special remarks; Ernest Thomas, 
high Elk official in Louisiana, 
will present the honored guest 
with a gift on behalf of the citi- 
zens of New Orleans. 

Following the program, stars 
of Crescent City night club world 
will honor the builder of Lincoln 
Beach. They will include Wil- 
liam Houston, pianist and orches: 
tra leader; Carl Van Moon, sing: 
ing star, atid Pork Chops and Kid- 
ney Stew. © -~ : 
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SECOND PLACE—Winning second place honors in the "Miss a“ 
| New Orleans" bathing beauty contest at Lincoln Beach was — 


Gloria (Miss Courier) Nicks. Lincoln Beach Manager Wal- 
ter Wright looks on as Louis Roussel, Levee Board president, 
awards second place trophy to Miss Nicks.—Porter Photo. 


—— 
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THE WINNER—A hairline decision by judges who won the title in 1954. Louis Roussel pre- a 
: in the "Miss New Orleans" bathing beauty sents a bouquet. The winner, daughter of 
contest at Lincoln Beach, New Orleans, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Green, New Orleans, a 
awarded the coveted title and trophy to Ann received a one-week, all-expense trip to Mi- 
Ruth Green, an 18-year-old church usher. ami, Fla.—Porter Photo. 
She is shown being crowned by June Foster, 
RENREN T P — 
Church Organist . Z 
Accuses Cop - 
| R a e e G ;: i E oh : 2 Š 
ruta ity l MISS "THIRD PLACE"—Shapely Juanita Summers, 20, won z 
third place honors in the "Miss New Orleans" bathing beau- = 
By JOHN E. ROUSSEAU ty contest at Lincoln Beach, New Orleans.—Williams Photo. = 
. er rere —— — — — — — — 
Y angie = an Patrolman Robert Rus- | contacted the persons and they ~ 
sell, 27, o ena, and ucien Garrett, 19-year-old organ- j made statements to the PBI. CH ARITY 2 
ist for Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, 3427 Magnolia St.,| He sai i 'i is 
es : f : f aid that after following the * 
gave conflicting versions of an arrest which resulted in slight | officer to Prytania and Louisiana HOSPITAL 4 
injuries to both. Rassell, according to police reports, had! Ave., he was stopped again when | — — 2 = 
both little fingers broken “in a scuffle” with the youth. Gar- | the officer hailed a passing squad} NEW ORLEANS — Twenty-six 2 
rett told The Courier that Russell had beaten him without , car and borrowed a blackjack. ity Hospital — ba ae — wi 
provocation. ag _ “He struck me with the black- | ending July 20. Orleanians listed 
Garrett told The Courier, also,! _ Interviewed by The Courier,{jack,” Garrett said, “and then | were: 


that he has reported the matter Garrett said he was stopped at|returned it to the squad car, got! pagherei TSi RRi ts Seim Brow 
ito the Police Bureau of Investiga- : Amelia and Saratoga Sts. about on his motorbike and led the way j 56, 3300 Fourth: Edward, Anderson, 80, 
‘tion and the matter is being 12:45 A. M. July 24. to the police station on Ma azine Kiers; Devorah Banks, D montis, 1901 La~ 
probed. | “The officer asked me for mycin > Bazine ties Chars! Merle, Kee: Rae Te sont 

Russell reported he was en license,” Garrett said, “and as I 4 Mary Durel, 79, 2234 Mandeville; Elizabeth 


x A m Givens, 80, 4112 Holly Grove; Will Sam. 62, 
route toward headquarters at the Was getting it to show him he 


B ne officer beat Resend Sae ont Hee 
end of his tour early when he saw Struck me and told me to get out GARRETT said the officer beat | 72. Iii South Rampart o 
a car racing on St. Charles at Of the car. I obeyed, but he kept him again in the garage next to. — ee were Mary Hyde. 40, Mads 
Napoleon. He said he gave chase, beating me and calling me names, | the police station, pushed him in. perie Barnet; cen go. Prairieviles 
stopped the car and ordered the then he got on his motorbike and ; side the station and started beat- Evelyn ' Clark, 75, Baton Reeves: peptone 
=o driver to get out. He said that told me to follow. ing him again. Rew Ronds: Wiliam Grimstead, 83, Boga: 
© ‘Garrett, the driver, “got out fight-| “Before I could get in the car,| “Two officers in the station | W523, Wa" sandra: Bobs Lee Valentine, 
































T eo Qe he hopped off the motorbike, Stopped the motorcycle policeman | f apegią; Ngre” CS: Ostar kees P 
E „nonorable mention in the o B struck me with his gun and told from beating me and he began — 
Miss New Orleans" bath- FURTHER, reports said Rus- me if I tried to run he would kil crying,” Garrett said. “He told . $ 
Ing beauty contest at Lin- sell’s litle fingers on both hands me.” me if he had caught me in Al! Seeks Baptist Post 
. tw €oln Beach, New Orleans, - |Te broken in a scuffle with the a giers he would have killed me.” SAN ANTONIO, Tex. (ANP)— 


“+ pretty:?-Rocelyn Roberts vou at — achain and Caron-| GARRETT said while this was} The youth, a junior minister | Dr. P. S. Wilkinson has an- 
Aa is Swaves a cheery greeting to — Sts. Garrett was booked at happening an automobile with and organist for Pleasant Grove' nounced his decision to become 
thousands of apectators.— jine ON ae with speeding , several persons drove up and Baptist Church, was paroled fol- an active candidate for ‘the office 
Williams Photo. : over 70 miles per hour in a 35- stopped but the officer told them lowing efforts by the pastor, the of presidency of the National Bap- 
: s Photo. mile zone and resisting arrest. Ito move on. Garrett says he has Rev. P. Rayfield Brown III. Itist Convention of America. 
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‘Collins Lets | 
NAACP ( 
Probe Pass 


Measure Becomes 
Law Without His 
Signature; Johnson 
Cool To Governor’s 
Suggestion Group 
Investigate Klan 
















By TOM RAKER 
Tribune Staff Writer 

TALLAHASSEE, Aug. 21— 
Gov. LeRoy Collins today let a 
bill providing for a legislative 
committee to investigate the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People be- 
come law without his signature, 

A senate committeeman 
promptly declared the law is “not 
designed to get us together to 
raise hell, but to investigate 
soberly.” 

Senate committee member and 
likely chairman Dewey M. John- 
son of Quincy, who introduced 
the bill, told The Tribune he ex- 
pected to get the group together 
about Sept. 1, to commence op- 
erations. 

The law carries a $50,000 ex- 
pense appropriation. 

z Cool to Klan Suggestion 
It was apparent that Johnson 
intends to devote little time to a 
Collins suggestion that the com- 
mittee can also investigate the 
Ku Klux Klan under the author- 
ity granted by the legislature. 
l Johnson reiterated today what 
7 he said when introducing the bill 
| during the special session, that| 2338 
“it is aimed at the NAACP.” But] 2% 
he said he’d check the Klan if it 
becomes apparent that organiza- 
tion is breaking the law. on 

Other senate members are M 
Charley E. Johns of Starke, and 
John Rawls of Marianna. Senate 
President W. Turner Davis of 
Madison named them during the 
session, after the bill passed with 


only one dissenting vote. E 








David Names Four 

House Speaker Ted David of 
Hollywood today named Henry 
W. Land of Orange; J. B. Hop- 
kins of Escambia; A. J. Mussel- 
man of Broward, and W. C. Her- b 
rell of Dade from the lower ‘} ‘ 
chamber. 

Collins in a statement issued 
this morning pointed out that the S. 
committee will be shortlived | (4 
under terms of the law. Hoo 

He said he did not feel it his lica: 
duty to veto or approve the meas- ica: 
ure, which he said was one “for |tion 
legislative determination.” life’ 

Collins classed the $50,000 a3} stro 
“excessive” but expressed the 
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4 TAMPA MORNING TRIBUNE, Wednesday, August 22, 1958 





Gov. Collins Lets NAACP 


Probe Bill Become Law 


~ (Continued from Page 1) 


hope the committee will spend 
only a “small proportion of this.” 

He said he felt the committee 
would recognize its responsibility 
to the people of Florida “and not 
abuse the broad powers granted 
it 


not represented because Reps. 
James S. Moody of Plant City and 
Sam Gibbons of Tampa were al- 
ready overloaded with legislative 
chores. 


Both were considered, he said. 

David said his only recom- 
mendation would be that the 
committee do its investigating 
and recommending as a group, 
and that no member make indi- 
vidual investigations outside the 
main body. 
A — —— 





























































He indicated the governor's of- 
fice will refer “many inquiries I 
am receiving regarding the Ku 
Klux Klan for the scrutiny of the 
eomiittee also.” 


Doubts KKK Unlawful 

Johnson said he knows of noth- 
ing the KKK is doing tọ violate 
the law, although “I hold no brief 
for them.” ; 

Of the NAACP investigation 
he said, “the object of this thing 
‘Is not to get together and raise 
hell. It is to get facts and fig- 
ures on reported law violations 
&0 we can prepare legislation 
next session to put a halt to those 
violations.” 


Sees “Intimidation” 


Johnson declared it to be “my 
personal conviction” that the 
Tallahassee bus boycott was 
caused by the NAACP, and he 
said he has received information 
„leading him to believe “there is 
intimidation of Negroes” who 
might otherwise be riding the 
buses here.” 

Buses operated by Cities Tran- 
sit, Inc., have returned to their 
capital city run after a month- 
long layoff caused by the boycott. 

As for the law itself, Johnson 
declared, “I think members of 
the legislature knew what they 
were doing when they passed it.” 

The law directs the committee 
to investigate “all organizations 
whose principles or activities in- 
clude a course of conduct on the 
Part of any person or group 
which would constitute violence, 
or a violation of the laws of the 


— 


well being and orderly pursuit of 
their personal and business ac- 
tivities by a majority of the citi- 
zens of this state.” 
To Report to Session 

~ Committeemen will report to 
the 1957 session “to the end that 
corrective legislation may be 
adopted. if found necessary to 
correct any abuses against the 
peace and dignity of the state.” 

House Speaker David said he 
would let committeemen decide 
for themselves on a chairman. 
Johnson said Davis had told the 
senate members he would head 
the upper house delegation. 

David said he considered his 
appointments in the light of the 
leanings of the individuals, and 
that he sought out conservatives 
from large metropolitan areas for 
the job. 


David said Hillsborough was 
— — — ——2 
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ae Ce ital SEO) 
ay Ae, — 
VISNE ye ers 
— 2 y - 6 i 
Spexer Ted David of the Florida 


` +House ias made four sound appointments 
to thenew joint committee set up by the 
Legisature for the tacit purpose of in- 


vestigating the National Association for — 


the Advancement of Colored People. We 
-belieye Reps. Henry Land, of Orange 
County, Cliff Herrell, of Dade, J. B. Hop- 
kis, of Escambia, and Jack Musselman, 
©; Broward, to be men of restraint and 
good judgment. 

In that light, we are hopeful that 
these four will counterbalance dubious 
appointments from the Senate side and 
that the committee will pass into oblivion 
next Spring without doing a lot of harm. 

It’s possible, of course, that the com- 
-mittee could actually turn up something 
\useful as it fishes about. But the po- 
tential for evil in this bill, with its broad 
Janguage authorizing investigation of 
anything “inimicable to the majority,” 
outweighs the potential for good. 

Happily, the committee’s scheduled 
existence will end in April when the 
regular session of the Legislature begins. 

Governor Collins, in allowing the bill 
to become law without his signature, 
washed his hands of it by saying that 
it was a matter within the legislative 
province. We cannot agree fully with 
this contention, since the veto power ex- 


a 8 * 





What About The Klan? 


ists only to be used if the Governor sees . 
fit. 

But we do not criticise the Governor 
in his position, because of its practical 
background. When the special session on 
segregation was about to convene, Collins 
conferred with a group of senators who 
pledged their support to his moderate 
program for avoiding compulsory in- 
tegration in the schools. They also re- 
ported they had an investigating bill of 
their own. If Governor Collins had ob- 
jected, he would have raised the lid on a 
potential Pandora’s box of questionable 
measures like interposition and heaven 
knows what else. 

So the Governor got the NAACP bill 
along with his own program and he was 
probably lucky to get out that lightly. 

He indicates that he will refer to 
the committee complaints against the Ku 
Klux Klan, which may also be investi- 
gated. Senator Dewey Johnson, of 
Quincy, author of the bill and chairman- 
apparent of the investigation, seems re- 
luctant to hear this—he puts his stress 
on the NAACP—but he says the commit- 
tee is willing to look into reports of 
illegal activities by the Klan. 

. We will see if the committee goes 
after both extremes, or fires at the left 
wing only. ' i 

















EN TT EILEEN BO RR A POO OTOL TS OTT IED STIL ATE A ETI — — — AI CRED SOS EORTC —— — — 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 





<a — — — 
-z7 
-~ 
— 4 
a 
oe 
- > 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
\ 20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
ae LOngacre 3-6890 


tite 
4 


Please direct repiy to: 
A XQ 


G | Robert Saunders 22415 fUG27'56 


` 1404% Central Avenue 
— Tampa 2, Florida 


August 231d, 1956 
ait. oy Jillkins, 
wecutive 35eCe.lluiCP, ulke” 
20 .est 40th street, 
sew York 16, iew York. > 


Dene Lre Jillcins: ` 


+ollovin tne passasse of levislaution by the Slorids 5t- te Le isla- 
ture (sec news clippings subuitted durin; July), tbe “Lopid ot te 
Tanterence “oard of Directors and Rresuches seb in lioni on setweday 


n 
-u ust ll, to Ce vermine what setion should be tecen by. cke vonrecence 
ro no mdle all amerers. Includin, the ee passed by cne law 
naker to "Iuvestig- ‘te the Na.cP"™ and which vas allowed to become 

dew without the sivuxture of the governor EEA cue rollowin: 
businessws transucted: 

agoresented vere the followin» Branches: ‘aupa Jaci ‘ssonville, Lisi, 
viberiy Sity, ; Hoitcotead, ft. mauderdile, Vest balm Beach, senviveolae, 
ue oat U uine, Lere Tales, Dell clade, Sb. 2ecversuurs, 2s -yers una 
Soro o vin, Se HoU renre sentiled put seading ae movwlegdg ents vere 

He vniuk -prin 8, Ladison County, daro sobe county ad Bey ovary 


26 wes screed that the followin,, procedure for lesadhin: ronel nase 
ters in view of ‘he vending investi gion suoald ve followed. -a fe- 
Alntionsbip of eae a eg ia er ig set us bevvecn The T Llowins 
Bu ORnueys Lveprescntin,, the 2buve Conf wente and Siounen presidents. 
— EY A ieicola Cancine haun, eee Saclay ae rig a ees 

leme SEUVES aie Povisendani, ect todas — ag ——— 

$a a j å ‘ 

È 


a 
ov Sx. anci: presidents py the Jield seere LADY « Th) 
t each wevesident personally for Le purpos Lae 


e of rc. 
a. lists- uhe lists are tio be denosited vicu Uhke oloipisn 


* . u v 
© the al Sor ittee foc vhe Stuve, The Stvbe Contirence is to 


— 


DEJ ae wile. .ce at the rate of ten cents ner wile. 


a Gotrl of G6S.dollars was raised by the Branches to pne in the work 
whl vle es frou other Branches were received wbich will place une 
acavnt ubove one thowanad dollars whea received, 2. dkbecuczion ua 
Leld on tee possibilities of beginnain: n state vide ee Gest ned 
Sb eviin, ge, re oulon in one particular field and in witel: ech 
aie coula ooeuiLeipate., after con ideruble Poe tee Gh ee 

T that vue oroblem of intru-stute Urunsport .cion Skoal be ube 


LIC scd co elinin. be sere o tions It was Gecided tbatu the neuion 
suoula pe in in Liani, a check for five hunïred dollars ims onid to 
a “opneys Sruves sad Davis as a retsiner to begin the action. It is 


i 
expected that the suit (or other lezal acuis.) “will be SI eded sone- 
vio? in september, 


uhe stete Conference is ready for any inavestiyition und I an - roud 
to say thet every Branch wants to do some thins desplce vhe sanount of 





a a eC a ere emen aneraae— ———— a? 
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: aust 23, 1956 





A 
ae 
Pressure that is being pushed by the odrvozition, 
me OLE of these pressures are Ste iag Frou the incre sed activities 
ov che hu Eu isn. whey are luoliin, wectinss all over the it: te 
aa a eek CrULGL 11, members zat — ~.llies, fz trier ore to be 
Hele lean ~eptember in cvil- OE ETa at Lon OSS) D NILI: 
Slohoalh there n ve Geen no int re 4085 er vi lingo re orteä, * 
persons feel grot iz i- only a ma “cP oJ Sine beforo ba PF Ae ee ° 
0. ue OWS AOI Cos Wournias reve een TE pored in Sall «nnn 
nicies AML dug Sec kory or tue Giber.- city Breanch SO 00R Gea LO n2 
chon ihe marlin s C0" vere o-inses on Li: Tronu z te, IU is ia- 
Hove ab to sobe that the coniciee ui ich is s°sposé to invest) te 
tne wach Las "he rd of no sets of lawlessness committed by the lan" 
and toerefore will not investiz.te it. 
with reference to the project to zet cosether leaders of all major 
ory izations with iiegro ueuders, the success of its being executed 
„ili dede eud upon che acce ptrace py vhe “overaor of such a plan., I 
have been unable to contset Lre ceison voynter of the 30. becersburs 
wines becuase of the sovecisl session in wallal: sree J the sabi onl 
Dewsomicgie vonvention, wsovever, I do hope to conser with hin in che 
nexu week or tio. 
l 
Very truly yours, ; 
: / a i 
= (Sh Seve $ 
overt ue saunders i 
CC: Lre Gloster B. Surreat 
‘Lrcevor ol Branches, Hi acre 
. —— wanes ——— . 
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August 27, 1956 


Mr, kobert Saunders 
Field Secretary, NAACP 
14043 Central Avenue 
Tampa, Florida 


Dear Mr. Saunders; 


With reference to the Florida investigation of the NAACP, we 
must have inmediately copies of the bill signed by the Governor 
and as much other information as is presently available, 


The bill is necessary in order to determine the scope of the 
investigation and what advice should be given Branch officers 


who certainly will be visited by the investigators in the near 
future, 


Mr. Carter is goingavay for a few weeks rest after which we will 
hold a meeting with Florida branch officers. Let me hear from 
you at once. 


Sincerely yours, 


GLOSTER B, CURRENT 
Director of Branches 


GBC /mmh 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE . 
20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 27 
LOngacre 3-6890 plau VLE y 
Please direct repty to: 
4 Robert Saunders 


1404% Central Avenue 
Tampa 2, Florida 


August 29, 1956 — 
SOUT pe — 
Mr. Thurgood Marshall 0 ra 
Special Counsel, NAAC. io rhe 
20 West 40th Street = ~ ———— 


New York 18, New York \ 
Dear Thurgood: | 

I am enclosing for your information spet¢ial bills enacted 

by the special session of the Florida Legislature called to 
consider ways of preserving segregation in this State. Also 
included is the investigation bill wich makes no mention of 
the Association by hame but which according to its framer, is 
intended for the NAACP, ~~ 


— 


Very truly yours, 


Bob Saunders 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
LOngacre 3-6890 


* Please direct repty to: È a ae ra — 
Robert Saunders ek (de Abus JO 
à * A We 1404% Central Avenue eo ; 
She ( ; Tampa 2, Florida wig Sunt he ee he 
we —— 8 Sud i 5g 


August 29, 1956 


Mr. Roy Wilkins 
Executive Secretary, NAACP 
20 West 40th Street - 

S~ New York 18, New York 


s) 


N Dear Mre Wilkins: jo, 


_.» Submitted herewith are: copies`of all legislation passed 

~o during the special session of the Florida State Legislature 
and related to the subject of segregation. Included also 
is the legislation which became law without the Governors 
Signature, allowing for the investigation of organizations 
in this State. Although there is no reference to the NAACP 
in this bill, it is the intent (so says the framer) of the 
law making body to investigate the NAACP, 


k I have also included a copy of the State's Attorney General's 

LoS opinion on the Motor pool which is the basis upon which the 

current arrests are being made. Ten pérsons have been arrested 
<a and charged with not having a "for hire" license. Rev. Steele 
a — is amọung the ten and has been arrested twice on the same of- 

sees fense. Mr. Fordham has assigned Mr. Rodriguez to work with 

z . tae Attorney for the group here and he is of the opinion that 
3 ' the State should follow through with a suit testing the segre- 
a -, gation statutes in the State of Florida. 





AS > The group including the Tallahassee Branch have requested that 
| Seige Rs Mr. Marshall or his staff issue an opinion of the Attorney General 
7 opiniork as to the possibibity of its legality. If you think that 
~~ this is wise, will you please forward the copy to the legal staff 
— for that purpose. 


I have observed the buses operating here and it appears that Ne- 
groes are refusing to ride more then ever now. Rev. Steele and 
his staff say that the refent actions by law enforcement officials 
are designed to cover up the mistake made by the Chamber of Com- 
merce when they asked the bus company to resume operations under 
the impression that a majority of the Negroes would again ride. 
Since the buses resumed operation, it is estimated that less 

then six percent of the total Negro population have ridden, 

The buses that I mw had no Negroes on them and few whites. The 
Inter Civic Council is still holding packed meetings. Interest 
is very high and there are plans for raising funds to help in the 
filing of a suit. Rev. Steele complains of the amount of support 
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Mr, Roy Wilkins Tallahassee, Florida 
8429-56 


he has received from Florida. 


Trials for the persons arpested have been set for September 

6 with pleadings for the rest scheduled for September 4. Attor- 
ney Lindsay is trying to get the cases moved from the police court 
to a higher court on the grounds that the former doesnot have juris- 
diction since they are arresting on the grounds of a state statute 
and not a local ordinance. 


Concerning funds, Rev. Steele is wondering if some sort of arrange- 
ment could be made whereby the local group could appeal to the mags- 
es through speaking en:zagements, etc. 


The motor pool is still operating with about seventy-two carsSe 

One arrest was made this morning when a man was transporting his 
family. All have been released on bond pending trials. Operating 
funds are becoming depleted. I couldnot get the exact amount on 
hand because of the absence of the treasurer. 


Very truly yours, 


Bob Saunders 


ec: Mr. Current 
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CHAPTER 31498 
SENATE BILL NO. 38-XX 


AN ACT to provide for the creation and appointment of a com- 
mittee of the Legislature to make investigations of the activities 
in this State of organizations advocating violence or a course 
of conduct which would constitute a violation of the Laws of 
Florida; for the conduct of hearings and the subpoenaeing of 
witnesses; for a report of such committee to the 1957 Legislature; 
authorizing the employment of specialized assistance by the 
committee; making an appropriation for the expenses of the 
committee; and providing an effective date. 


Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 


Section 1. There is hereby created a special committee of the 
legislature to be composed of seven (7) members, three (3) of 
whom shall be appointed from the membership of the state senate 
by the president, and four (4) of whom shall be appointed from 
the membership of the state house of representatives by the speaker. 
The members of said committee shall serve as such until discharged 
by the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of 
representatives upon receipt of their report at the regular 1957 ses- 
sion of the legislature. 


Section 2. It shail be the duty of the committee to make as 
complete an investigation as time permits of all organizations 
whose principles or activities include a course of conduct on the 
part of any person or group which would constitute violence, or 
a violation of the laws of the state, or would be inimical to the 
well being and orderly pursuit of their personal and business ac- 
tivities by the majority of the citizens of this state. Such investi- 
gations shall be conducted with the purpose of reporting to this 
legislature of the activities of such organizations to the end that 
corrective legislation may be adopted if found necessary to correct 
any abuses against the peace and dignity of the state. 


Section 3. The committee is authorized to employ such experts, 
clerical and other assistance as may be required; to require by 
subpoena or otherwise the attendance of such witnesses and the 
production of such papers, bonds and documents, and to admin- 
ister such oaths to take such testimony and to make such expen- 
ditures within the limitation herein authorized as it may deem 
necessary in the performance of its duties. 
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Section 4. The committee shall report to the 1957 regular ses- 
sion of the legislature the results of its investigations, together 
with its recommendations, if any, for necessary legislation. There 
is hereby appropriated from the general revenue fund for expenses 
of the committee in conducting its investigation the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000) which shall be expended under the 
direction of the committee. 


Section 5. This act shall take effect immediately upon becoming 
a law. 


Became a law without the Governor’s approval. 


Filed in Office Secretary of State August 21, 1956. 
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CHAPTER 31389 
SENATE BILL NO. 10-XX 


AN ACT to confer additional emergency powers upon the Gov- 
ernor of Florida; to authorize and empower the Governor to 
promulgate and enforce rules and regulations to protect the 
public against violence, property damage and overt threat of 
violence; to authorize the State Military Forces and Law En- 
Forcement Agencies of State or County to enforce rules and 
regulations; to provide for posting rules and regulations and 
filing with the Secretary of State; providing an effective date; 
and providing an expiration date. 


Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 


Section 1. The Governor of Florida is hereby authorized and 
empowered to promulgate and enforce such emergency rules and 
regulations as are necessary to prevent, control, or quell violence, 
threatened or actual, during any emergency lawfully declared 
by him to exist. In order to protect the public welfare, persons 
and property of citizens against violence, public property damage, 
overt threats of violence, and to maintain peace, tranquillity and 
good order in the state, these rules and regulations may control 
public parks, public buildings, or any other public facility in 
Florida, and shall regulate the manner of use, the time of use, 
and persons using the facility during any emergency. These rules 
and regulations shall have the same force and effect as law during 
any emergency, and shall remain in effect during a period of time 
and in such manner, and shall affect such persons, public build- 
ings and public facilities as in the judgment of the Governor 
shall best provide a safeguard for protection of persons and prop- 
erty where danger, violence and threats exist, or are threatened 
among the citizens of Florida. 


Section 2. Whenever the Governor shall promulgate emergency 
rules and regulations, such rules and regulations shall be pub- 
lished and posted during the emergency in the area affected, and 
copies of the rules shall be filed with the Secretary of State for 
public record. 


Section 3. The Governor shall have emergency power to call 
upon the military forces of the state or any other law enforce- 
ment agency, state or county, to enforce the rules and regulations 
authorized by this law. 
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Section 4. The powers herein granted are supplemental to and | 
in aid of powers now vested in the Governor of the State of Flor- 
ida under the Constitution, statutory laws and police powers of 
said State. 


Section 5. It is declared to be the legislative intent that, if 
any section, subsection, sentence, clause or provision of this act 
is held invalid, the remainder of the act shall not be affected. 


Section 6. This Act shall take effect immediately upon its be- 
coming a law and shall continue in full force and effect until 
July 1, 1961. 


Approved by the Governor August 1, 1956. 
Filed in Office Secretary of the State August 1, 1956. 
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. CHAPTER 31380 
: SENATE BILL NO. 11-XX 


AN ACT relating to the management of the public schools at 
the local level; prescribing student admission policies with power 
to make appropriate rules and regulations and providing for 
the review of actions taken pursuant thereto; prescribing the 
duties of certain officials; authorizing the creation of advisory 
committees and study groups; authorizing employment of legal 
counsel; providing for surveys; authorizing redistricting of at- 

| tendance areas and reallocation of school bus transportation 

i routes; all pursuant to the police and welfare powers of the 

State; repealing Section 230.23 (6) g., Florida Statutes; providing 
effective date. 


WHEREAS, this Act is enacted under the police and public 
welfare powers of the State to promote the health, safety, good 
order and education of the people within the State of Florida. 

Now, therefore, 


Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 


Section 1. The county board of public instruction of the sev- 
eral counties are hereby authorized and directed to provide for 
the enrollment in a public school in the county of each child 
residing in such county who is qualified under the laws of this 
state for admission to a public school and who applies for en- 
rollment in or admission to a public school in such county. The 
authority of each such board in the matter of the enrollment of 
pupils in the public schools shall be full and complete. No pupil 
shall be enrolled in or admitted to attend any public school in which 
such child may not be enrolled pursuant to the rules, regulations 
and decisions of such board. 


Section 2. In the exercise of the authority conferred by Sec- 
tion 1 of this Act upon the county boards of public instruction 
each such board shall provide for the enrollment of pupils in 
the respective public schools located within such county so as 
to provide for the orderly and efficient administration of such 
public schools, the effective instruction of the pupils therein en- 
rolled, and the health, safety, education and general welfare of 
such pupils. In the exercise of such authority the board shall 
prescribe school attendance areas and school bus transportation 
routes and may adopt such reasonable rules and regulations as 
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in the opinion of the board shall best accomplish such purposes. 
The county boards of public instruction shall prescribe’ appropri 
ate rules and regulations to implement the provisions of this sub- 
section and other applicable laws of this state and to that end 
may use all means legitimate, necessary and proper to promote 
the health, safety, good order, education and welfare of the public 
schools and the pupils enrolling therein or seeking to enroll there. 
in. In the accomplishment of these objectives the rules and regu- 
lations to be prescribed by the Board may include, but be not 
limited to, provisions for the conduct of such uniform tests as 
may be deemed necessary or advisable in classifying the pupils 
according to intellectual ability and scholastic proficiency to the 
end that there will be established in each school within the 
county an environment of equality among pupils of like qualifi- 
cations and academic attainments. In the preparation and con- 
duct of such tests and in classifying the pupils for assignment to 
the schools which they will attend, the board shall take into ac- 
count such sociological, psychological and like intangible social 
scientific factors as will prevent, as nearly as practicable, any 
condition of socio-economic class consciousness among the pupils 
attending any given school in order that each pupil may be af- 
forded an opportunity for a normal adjustment to his environ- 
ment and receive the highest standard of instruction within his 
ability to understand and assimulate. In designating the school 
to which pupils may be assigned there shall be taken into consid- 

eration the available facilities and teaching capacity of the sev- 
eral schools within the county, the effect of the admission of new 
students upon established academic programs, the suitability of 
established curriculum to the students enrolled or to be enrolled 
in a given school, the scholastic appitude, intelligence, mental en- 
ergy or ability of the pupil applying for admission and the psy- 
chological, moral, ethical and cultural background and qualifica- 
tions of the pupil applying for admission as compared with other 
pupils previously assigned to the school in which admission is 
sought. It is the intention of the legislature to hereby delegate 
to the local school boards all necessary and proper administrative 
authority to prescribe such rules and regulations and to make 
such decisions and determinations as may be requisite for such 
purposes. 





Section 3. a. The parent or guardian of any child, or the per- 
son standing in loco parentis to any child who shall apply to the 
appropriate public school official for the enrollment of any such 
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child in any public school within the county in which such child 
resides, and whose application for such enrollment shall be de- 
nied may, pursuant to rules and regulations established by the 
county boards of public instruction, apply to such board for en- 
rollment in such school and shall be entitled to a prompt and fair 
hearing by such board in accordance with the rules and regula- 
tions established by such board. The majority of such board 
| shall be a quorum for the purpose of holding such hearing and 
: passing upon such application and the decision of the majority 


is entitled to be enrolled in such school or if the board shall find 
that the enrollment of such child in such school will be for the 
best interest of such child and will not interfere with the proper 
administration of the school or with the proper instruction of the 
pupils there enrolled and will not endanger the health or safety 
of the pupils there enrolled, the board shall direct that such child 
be enrolled in and admitted to such school. If the board finds 
that the child is not entitled to be enrolled in such school or 
that his enrollment in such school would not be for the best in- 
terest of the child or that his enrollment would seriously interfere 
with the proper administration of such school or with the proper 
instruction of the pupils there enrolled or that the child’s admis- 
sion to such school would endanger the health or safety of the 
children there enrolled, the board shall deny the petition for en- 
roliment and direct the enrollment of the child in such other 
school in the county as shall be determined by the board to be 
best adapted or qualified to serve the best interests of the child 
and of the public school system. 


b. If a parent or guardian of any child whose application for 

enrollment has been denied, or the person standing in loco par- 

| entis to any such child, shall be dissatisfied with the decision of 
| any county board with respect to the school in which such child 
| shall be enrolled, such parent or guardian, or such person stand- 
| ing in loco parentis to such child, may seek a review of such 
| decision by making and filing with the State Board of Educa- 
| tion within thirty (30) days after the rendition of such decision, 
| an application for review thereof, and as soon as practicable, but 
not later than thirty (30) days after receiving such application, 
the State Board of Education shall cause the county school board, 
whose decision is sought to be reviewed, to transmit to it the 
transcript of the evidence in such case before them, and within 
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said thirty (30) day period of time affirm, reverse or modify 
said decision or remand the matter to the county board for fur 
ther proceedings, provided, however, that the State Board of Ed- 
ucation may, in its discretion, take or direct to be taken any 
additional evidence or testimony and may consider such addi- 
tional testimony in connection with the original transcript, and 
shall affirm, reverse or modify the decision of the board of pub- 
lic instruction or remand the matter to the county board for 
further proceedings, and in all such proceedings, the county su- 
perintendent of public instruction and the board of public instruc- 
tion of said county shall be notified and shall be considered as © 
party to the review. 


In addition to the matters and things set forth herein to be 
| considered by the county board of public instruction in the as. 
signment of such pupil to a school, the State Board of Education 
may take into consideration any matter and thing which in its 
judgment and discretion relates to the welfare, safety, well-being, 
peace and tranquility of the community or area affected, and tak. 
! ing all such matters into consideration, shall render its deci. 
| sion, either reversing the action or actions theretofore taken as 
: provided above or modifying the decision or decisions previously 
taken, or remand the matter to the county board of public in- 

struction for further proceedings. 


c. Any parent or guardian of any child or the person stand- 
ing in loco parentis to any child, or a majority of the board -’ 
public instruction of any county affected by the decision of the 
State Board of Education, and who is dissatisfied therewith, mav 
appeal such decision as a matter of right to the Circuit Court of 
Leon County, Florida, within thirty (30) days after the rendition 
of the said decision by the Board. The appeal shall be heard by 
the Circuit Court upon the record certified by the Board, which 
shall include a copy of the transcript of evidence, and such doc: 
ments and exhibits as may have been filed before the Board, a- 
either party may request. The Circuit Court may affirm, revers> 
modify or remand the cause to the Board for further proceed. 
ings. An appeal from the decision of the Board to the Circuit 


Court shall be taken by filing a written notice with the Board | 
Said notice of appeal shall be served personally, or by mailin« i 
a true copy thereof by registered mail within five (5) days after l 
the same is filed to the attorney of record for the interested par- 


ties. The notice shall fix the return date of the appeal. The ap- 
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peal shall be returnable before the Circuit Court of Leon County 
to a date not less than thirty (30) days and not more than sixty 
(60) days from the date the decision appealed from is filed in 
the office of the Board. Except where it is inconsistent here- 
with, the statutes and ‘rules governing appeals in chancery shall 
govern appeals provided for herein. In all such appeals the Board 
shall be the sole party respondent, and the Attorney General of 
the State of Florida shall be given notice of such appeal and 
shall take such action therein as he shall be directed by the 
Board. 


d. In any proceeding brought pursuant to the provisions of 
this section the Attorney General of the State of Florida is au- 
thorized upon request to furnish representation to the County 
School Board, and to represent the State Board of Education o" 
the State of Florida, as the case may be, and upon request shall 
furnish such services as may be necessary to properly present 
and defend the action of the public bodies and officials charged 
with the responsibility of administering the provisions of this 
chapter. 


e. Reviews by the State Board of Education of the State of 
Florida of any decisions rendered by the County School Boards 
in the state shall be considered and construed as a step in the 
local proceeding. 


Section 4. The county school boards of the public schools of 
Florida are authorized and empowered to conduct surveys within 
their respective counties to determine the attitudes and feelings 
of the citizens of their respective communities with the subse- 
quent purpose of formulating plans to maintain, preserve and im- 
prove the public school system of Florida. 


Section 5. The county school boards are authorized and em- 
powered to create and appoint citizens committees and study 
groups from their localities to assist in the aforementioned sur- 
veys and plans. ; 


Section 6. The county school boards shall be authorized to 
employ special counsel to assist the county school board’s attor- 
ney in representing the board in any litigation involving rules 
and regulations and rulings and decisions of the board under 
the provisions of this act. 


Section 7. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase 
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or word of this Act is for any reason held or declared to be 
unconstitutional, invalid, inoperative, ineffective, inapplicable, or 
void, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not be construed 
to affect the portions of the Act not so held to be unconstitutional, 
void, invalid or ineffective, or affect the application of this Act 
to other circumstances not so held to be invalid, it being hereby 
declared to be the express legislative intent that any such un- 
constitutional, illegal, invalid, ineffective, inapplicable or void, por- 
tion or portions of this act did not induce its passage, and that 
without the inclusion of any such unconstitutional, illegal, invalid, 
ineffective or void portions of this act, the legislature would have 
enacted the valid and constitutional portions thereof. 


Section 8. Section 230.23(6) (g), Florida Statutes, is hereby 
repealed. 


Section 9. This act shall take effect immediately upon becom- 
ing a law. 


Approved by the Governor July 26, 1956. 
Filed in Office Secretary of the State July 27, 1956. 
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CHAPTER 31390 
SENATE BILL NO. 13-XX 


AN ACT in aid of existing powers and to confer additional pow- 
ers upon the Governor of the State of Florida; to authorize and 
empower the Governor of the State of Florida to protect the 
public against violence, property damage and overt threats of 
violence; to issue his proclamation and order; to order and 
direct any person, corporation, association, or group of persons, 
to prevent or refrain from causing damage to life, limb or 
property, or a breach of the peace; to authorize and direct the 
State Militia, the sheriffs, or the State Highway Patrol, 
or any state or county official of the State of Florida to main- 
tain peace and good order, to provide for the enforcement of 
the Governor’s proclamation relating to the same by all the 
courts of the State of Florida, providing for the time limit with- 
in which this Act shall be effective. 


WHEREAS, the State of Florida, through its constituted officials 
under the Constitution, statutory law and police power of the 
State, may control violence (threatened or actual against persons 
or property); and, whereas, the State has the dominant interest 
in and is the natural guardian of the public against violence and 
is empowered under the general sovereign authority of the State 
to prevent violence and overt threats of violence; 


THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 
THE STATE OF FLORIDA: 


Section 1. The Governor of the State of Florida is hereby au- 
thorized and empowered to take such measures and to do all and 
every act and thing which he may deem necessary in order to 
prevent overt threats of violence or violence, to the person or 
property of citizens of the State and to maintain peace, tranquillity 
and good order in the State, and in any political subdivision there- 
of, and in any area of the State of Florida designated by him. 


Section 2. The Governor of the State of Florida when, in his 
opinion, the facts warrant, shall, by proclamation, declare that, 
because of unlawful assemblage, violence, overt threats of violence, 
or otherwise, a danger exists to the person or property of any. 
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to said threats and danger, exists. In all such cases when the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Florida shall issue his proclamation as herein 
provided he shall be and is hereby further authorized and empow- 
ered, to cope with said threats and danger, to order and direct 
any individual person, corporation, association or group of persons 
to do any act which would in his opinion prevent danger to life, 
limb or property, prevent a breach of the peace or he may order 
such individual person, corporation, association or group of persons 
to refrain from doing any act or thing which would, in his opin- 
ion, endanger life, limb, or property, or cause, OF tend to cause, a 
breach of the peace, or endanger the peace and good order of so- 
ciety, and shall have full power by appropriate means to enforce 
such order or proclamation. 


Section 3. The Governor of the State of Florida, upon the is- 
suance of a proclamation as provided for in Section 2 hereof shall 
forthwith file the same in the office of the Secretary of State for 
recording, which proclamation shall be effective upon issuance and 
remain in full force and effect until revoked by the Governor, and 
he is hereby authorized and empowered to take and exercise any, 
either or all of the following actions, powers and perogatives: 


(a) Call out the military forces of the State (State Militia) 
and order and direct said forces to take such action as in his 
judgment may be necessary to avert the threatened danger and to 
maintain peace and good order in the particular circumstances. 


(b) Order any sheriff or sheriffs of this State, pursuant to a 
proclamation as herein provided, to exercise fully the powers grant- 
ed them, and each of them, under paragraph 7 of Section 30.15, 
Florida Statutes 1955, (suppress tumults, riots and unlawful as- 
semblies in their counties with force and strong hand when 


necessary) and to do all things necessary to maintain peace and 
good order. 


(c) Order and direct the State Highway Patrol, and each and 
every officer thereof, to do and perform such acts and services 
as he may direct and in his judgment necessary in the circum- 
stances to maintain peace and good order. 


(d) Authorize, order or direct any State, county or city of- 
ficial to enforce the provisions of such proclamation in each and 
every and all of the courts in the State of Florida by injunction, 
mandamus, or other appropriate legal action. 
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Section 4. The Governor of the State of Florida is hereby au- 
thorized and empowered to intervene in any situation where there 
exists violence, overt threats of violence to persons or property 
and take complete control thereof to prevent violence, or to quell 


Section 5. The powers herein granted are supplemental to and 
in aid of powers now vested in the Governor of the State of Flor- 


Section 6. This Act Shall take effect immediately upon its be- 
coming a law and shall continue in full force and effect until July 1, 
61. 


Approved by the Governor Aug. 1, 1956. 
Filed in Office Secretary of the State Aug. 1, 1956. 








CHAPTER 31391 
SENATE BILL NO. 12-XX 


AN ACT relating to public school personnel, amending Subsec- 
tion (2) of Section 231.36, Florida Statutes, as enacted by Section 
1, Chapter 29890, Acts of 1955, authorizing the County Board 
of Public Instruction to choose school personnel from all avail- 
able personnel and certificated teachers when said Board is re- 
quired to or does consolidate its school program at any school 
center and to dismiss any teacher or teachers not needed without 
regard to any previous contractural relationship; providing that 
the decision of said Board shall be final and providing an 
effective date. 


Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 
Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 231.36, Florida Statutes, 
being section 1 of chapter 29890, acts 1955, is amended to read: 


231.36 Contracts with instructional staff and with professional 
administrative assistants.— 


(2) Should the county board of public instruction have to choose 
from among its personnel who are on continuing contracts as to 
which should be retained, among the criteria to be considered 
shall be educational qualifications, efficiency, compatibility, char- 
acter, and capacity to meet the educational needs of the commu- 
nity. Whenever a county board is required to or does consolidate 
its school program at any given school center by bringing together 
pupils theretofore assigned to separated schools, the county board 
may determine on the basis of the foregoing criteria from its own 
personnel, and any other certificated teachers, which teachers 
shall be employed for service at this school center, and any teacher 
no longer needed may be dismissed. The decision of the board 
shall not be controlled by any previous contractural relationship. 
In the evaluation of these factors the decision of the county board 
of public instruction shall be final. 


Section 2. It is declared to be the legislative intent that if any 
section, subsection, sentence, clause, or provision of this act is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act shall not be affected. 


Section 3. This act shall become effective immediately upon 
becoming a law. 


Approved by the Governor August 1, 1956. 
Filed in Office Secretary of the State August 1, 1956. 
1 


a ts aan secrete 
REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 











— — e m 


COA — — nn — — — ae 
REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 





SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 17-XX 


A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION denouncing the usurpation of 
; power by the Supreme Court of the United States and demand- 
| ing the preservation of our inherent rights. 





WHEREAS, in the life of a democratic nation when it becomes 
necessary for the people to take notice of and enter a solemn 
protest against any usurpation of power by those who have been 
entrusted with high public office, and to demand, as of right, 
that public officers remain subservient to the people and that 
they desist from assuming powers which have not, by the peo- 
ple, been placed in their hands, the opinions of their fellow men 
require that the people set forth in clear and unmistakable lan. 
guage the causes which impel them to such action. 


To the end that the declarations now about to be made may 
be thoroughly understood, and the motives which impel them 
may be fully appreciated, we first pronounce the following prin- 
ciples, each of which we hold to be an integral part of our 
American System of Government: 


= 


All political power is inherent in the people and all govern- 
| ment derives all its powers from the consent of the governed. 

| —2— 

| When the people form a government by the adoption of a writ- 
ten constitution the words of that constitution are but the instru- 
mentalities by which ideas, principles and plans present in the 


minds of those who adopt the constitution are recorded for 
' accuracy and for preservation to posterity. 


— 

Those who are temporarily invested with power over their fel- 
low countrymen, by being chosen to occupy public offices pro- 
vided for in a constitution, are charged with a solemn responsibility 
to exercise only such powers as, under such constitution, have 
been entrusted to them. 

| —— 

A division of the powers of government into three departments, 
executive, legislative and judicial is expressed or implied in every 
constitution of the American union, including the constitution of 
the United States. 





— 5 — 

The constitution of the United States is a grant of powers to 
the central federal government, and all powers not delegated to 
the federal government by the constitution, nor prohibited by 
it to the states, are reserved to the states, or to the people. 


— §— 

The judicial powers delegated to the federal government are 
vested by the constitution in the federal judiciary and include 
the power to interpret, construe and apply the constitution of 
the United States. 

— 7— 

The power to interpret, construe and apply the constitution is 
limited to an ascertainment of the ideas, principles and thoughts 
that were in the minds of those who drafted and adopted the 
constitution, including amendments thereto, and the application 
of those ideas, principles and thoughts to particular factual situ. 
ations from time to time presented to the courts. The application 
of constitutional principles may differ with changing conditions, 
but the principles themselves are unchanging and unchangeable 
except by the people and then only by the method provided in 
the constitution. — 

A judicial construction of the constitution enunciated by the 
supreme court of the United States and understood and acquiesced 
in by the executive department, the congress and the people 
over a long period of time becomes as much a part of the fun- 
damental law of the land as that which has been written in 
the constitution itself, and is binding equally upon the people, 
the states of the union, and the supreme court of the United 
States. 

— 9 — 

The constitution of the United States may be amended only in 
the manner provided in that constitution. In the course of his- 
tory since the adoption of the constitution the people have twenty- 
one times found it expedient to amend the constitution, and when 
that unanimity of public opinion which justifies a change in the 
constitution has developed among the people they have found no 
difficulty in effecting the changes they found desirable. 


= —10— 
The assumption by any public official, or group of public of- 
ficials, of power to change the meaning of the constitution of 


2 


the United States, other than by the method provided by article 
V of the constitution, is an abuse of public trust and a tyrannical 
usurpation of power; and 


WHEREAS, under the constitution of the United States when“ 


evidences of the assumption of tyrannical powers appear in the 


executive or in the congress the people may, by means of the bal- : 


lot, protect and preserve their liberties by the repudiation of 
those in office. But when the federal judiciary, which is insulated 
from the heat of political differences by the life tenure of i 

membership, enters upon a course of action inimicable to the 
rights of the people, this method of reform is unavailable. Ur 
der such circumstances those restraints which characterize men 
capable of self-government require that by orderly and peace- 
able means the inherent and unalienable rights and powers of the 
people shall be utilized to restore those rights of which they 
have unjustly and unlawfully been deprived. 


We call to the attention of all thinking Americans the follow- 
ing unwarranted and unauthorized acts of invasion of the powers 
reserved to the states and to the people: 


(1) By decisions rendered May 17, 1954, in Brown vs. Board 
of Education of Topeka, Harry Briggs, Jr., et. al., vs. R. W. El- 
liott, et al., Dorothy E. Davis, et. al., vs. County School Board of 
Prince Edward County, Virginia, Frances B. Gebhart, et al., vs. 
Ethel Louise Belton, et al., 347 US 483, 98 L. Ed. 873, the supreme 
court of the United States denied to the sovereign states of the 
American union the power to regulate public education by the 
use of practices first declared constitutional by the state of Mas- 
sachusetts, adopted by the congress, approved by the executive, 
affirmed and reaffirmed by the supreme court of the United States 
and practiced by states for more than a century. 


It has based these decisions upon matters of fact as to which 
the parties affected were not given an opportunity to offer evi- 
dence or cross examine the witnesses against them. 


It has cited as authority for the assumed and asserted facts 
the unsworn writings of men, one of whom was the hireling of 
an active participant in the litigation. Others were affiliated with 
organizations declared by the attorney general of the United States 
to be subversive, and one of whom, in the same writing which 
the court cited as authority for its decision stated that the con- 
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Stitution of the United States is “impractical and unsuited to 
modern conditions”. 


In reaching its conclusion the supreme court has disregarded 
its former pronouncements and attempted to justify such action 
by the expedient of imputing ignorance of psychology to men 
whose knowledge of the law and understanding of the constitu. 
tion could not be impugned, and has expressly predicated its 
determination of the rights of the people of the several sovereign 
states of the American union upon the psychological conclusions 
of Kotinsky, Brameld and Myrdal, and their ilk, rather than 
the legal conclusions of Taft, Holmes, Van Devanter, Brandeis 
and their contemporaries upon the bench. 


In reaching its conclusion the court, professing itself to be 
unable to ascertain the intent of those who adopted the four- 
teenth amendment to the constitution, arbitrarily chose to re- 
pudiate the solemn declaration of its meaning rendered under 
the sanctity of their oath of office by the justices of the supreme 
court of the United States at a time when all of its members 
were contemporaries of those who proposed, discussed, debated 
submitted and adopted the amendment. í 


However, much as citizens of other states may approve and 
applaud these decisions, they dare not embrace the theory upon 
which they are based nor the fallacies therein contained lest they 
themselves by the application of the same theory and fallacies 
bring destruction to their institutions and to their liberties. 


(2) In a decision rendered May 21, 1956, in Railway Em- 
ployees Department, American Federation of Labor, International 
Association of Machinists, et al., vs. Robert L. Hanson, et al., 
US , 100 L. Ed. (advance) p. 633, the supreme court of 
the United States held that a union shop agreement negotiated 
between certain railroads and certain organizations of employees 
of such railroads which had been authorized by an act of the 
congress superseded the right-to-work provisions of the constitu- 
tion of the state of Nebraska and the state statutes enacted 
pursuant thereto. ` . 








The effect of this decision, made in a case instituted by free 
American citizens to enforce their rights under the constitution 
of the United States, was to deny these American citizens the 
right to work at their chosen trade unless they became members 
of and contributed to the funds of organizations to which they 
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did not wish to belong and to which they did not wish to contribute a 


of their substance. 


The effect of this decision was to advise these free Americah 
citizens that their right to be immune from any deprivation of 
liberty or property without due process of law, supposedly guar- 
anteed to them by their federal constitution, did not extend to 
their right to work, supposedly guaranteed by the constitution 
of their state, as against the demands of a nonofficial labor organ- 
ization that they pay to it money to be expended in the negotiation 
of labor contracts, the terms of which these citizens might or 
might not seek or desire. 


The effect of this decision is to vest in the congress the power 
to prohibit, permit, or require, closed shops, union shops or open 
shops or to outlaw unions in each and every industry in Amer- 
ica whose activities come within the present expanded concept 
of interstate commerce. 


The effect of this decision is to abrogate, with respect to all 
employment in interstate business, the constitutions and laws of 
those seventeen sovereign American states which have sought to 
protect the rights of their citizens to a free and open labor mar- 
ket, making union membership optional with each worker, pro- 
tecting him on the one hand from an employer who might desire 
the destruction of the union, and on the other hand from the 
union which might desire to exploit him or advocate policies 
which he did not endorse. 


(3) By a decision rendered January 16, 1956, Dantan George 
Rea vs. United States of America, US , 100 L. Ed. (ad- 
vance) p. 213, the supreme court of the United States held that it 
was within the power of the federal courts to enjoin an officer 
of the executive department of the federal government from tes- 
tifying in the courts of the state of New Mexico in a criminal 
prosecution of one charged with a violation of a statute of that 
state prohibiting the possession of marihuana. 








In so doing the court assumed power to direct the activities 
of executive officers of the federal government to the extent of 
forbidding them from testifying voluntarily, or under the proc- 
ess of a state court, as to matters within their knowledge in a 
case in which no question of privilege or national security was 


involved. 


Prod 























In so doing the court assumed power to control the adminis- 
tration of local justice in state courts by the indirect method of 
forbidding witnesses to testify in such state courts while giving 
lip service to the letter of the rule which denies to the federal 
courts any power to control the acts or proceedings of state 
courts. 


In so doing the court assumed power to fix the rules of evi. 
dence which should control the administration of justice in state 
courts. 


In so doing the supreme court refused to follow the law as es- 
tablished by former decisions of that court, which were followed 
and adhered to for many years. 


(4) By a decision rendered April 2, 1956, in Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania vs. Steve Nelson US——, 100 L. Ed. (ad- 
vance) p. 415, the supreme court of the United States has declared 
that, so long as the present federal law providing punishment 
for sedition exists, the sovereign state of Pennsylvania and those 
forty-one of her sister states who have enacted laws against se- 
dition, are without power to enforce their statutes enacted for 
the purpose of preserving the lives and safety of their citizens 
from those who would by force and violence overthrow the gov- 
ernment of the United States, the states themselves, or any of 
their political subdivisions. 





This decision was rendered in the case of an acknowledged mem- 
ber of the communist party who had been duly convicted in the 
constitutional trial courts of Pennsylvania of violating the sedi- 
tion laws of that commonwealth. 


In reaching the conclusion announced, the supreme court re- 
fused to follow the previously accepted construction and inter- 
pretation of the constitution of the United States as stated in 
unmistakable language in prior decisions of that court. 


In reaching the announced conclusion, the court decried, and 
seemed to find obnoxious the fact that under the Pennsylvania 
law a private citizen could set in motion the legal processes by 
which those charged with conspiracy against the government of 
the commonwealth of Pennsylvania could be brought to trial and, 
if found guilty, be punished by due course of Pennsylvania law. 


In reaching the announced conclusion the court dismissed with 
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a casual comment in a footnote to its decision the solemn decla- 
ration of the congress that “Nothing in this title shall be held 
to take away or impair the jurisdiction of the courts of the several 
states under the laws thereof.” — 


In reaching the announced conclusion the court did not limit; 
the impact of its judgment to statutes involving sedition against 
the government of the United States, but expressly pointed out 
that a state has no power to enact laws for its own protection, 
but must rely upon the federal authorities for the suppression 
of sedition against the state itself or its political subdivisions. 


(5) In a decision rendered April 23, 1956, in Judson Griffin, 
et al. vs. People of the state of Illinois, US ——, 100 L. Ed. | 
(advance) p. 483, the supreme court of the United States held that ; 
the due process and equal protection clauses of the constitution | 
of the United States rendered illegal the imprisonment of one 
charged with armed robbery and duly convicted in the trial court 
of Illinois, unless the state of Illinois provided the defendant, 
free of charge, with a transcript of the proceedings to be used 
in an appeal of his conviction. 





The basis of this decision was that, since the law of Illinois 
authorized appeals in criminal cases, and the particular defend- 
ant in question was insolvent, the fourteenth amendment required 
the state to pay the costs of his appeal. 


The effect of this decision is to place upon each of the states 
the duty of guaranteeing the financial ability of every citizen to 
exercise constitutional rights. 


(6) By a decision rendered April 9, 1956, in Harry Slochower 
vs. Board of Higher Education of the city of New York, — US —, 
100 L. Ed. (advance) p. 449, the supreme court of the United 
States held that the city of New York had violated the consti- 
tution of the United States by the summary discharge of a pub- 
lic employee who had refused to answer questions relative to 
his communistic activities and claimed the benefit of the fifth 
amendment to the constitution in so doing. 


In so holding the court held invalid a charter provision of the 
city of New York designed to provide for the removal, as quickly 
as possible, of those public employees who were deemed by the 
people of that great city to be unfit to be entrusted with any 
part in the administration of the public affairs of the city. 
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In so holding the court revoked the prompt removal from a 
state school of a teacher whose influence was deemed by the 
school authorities to be inimicable to the best interests of the 
students in such school. 


In so holding the court construed the due process clause of 
the constitution to give to the federal courts the power to exam- 
ine into minute details of all administrative state action and to 
apply arbitrarily to such state action the personal concepts of 
the justices of the supreme court rather than fixed principles of 
constitutional law; and 


WHEREAS, these, and other decisions of the supreme court 
of the United States, can lead the student of law, of govern- 
ment, or of history to but one unavoidable conclusion: 


As presently constituted, the supreme court of the United States 
has embraced the philosophy that the constitution of the United 
States is not a declaration of fixed or definite principles, unchang- 
ing in their meaning, although varying in their application to 
different factual situations. On the contrary, recent decisions are 
obviously the result of a theory that changing conditions and var'- 
ations in social and economic practices justify the court in chang- 
ing, by judicial fiat, the meaning of the constitution in order that 


it may serve what the members of the court deem to be the best . 


interests of the people. 


Unless the application of this concept of the powers of the su- 
preme court of the United States in regard to the rights of the 
people, the powers of the different departments of government, 
and the separate and distinct powers of the states and of the 
federal government be stopped, the inevitable result will be to 
end the American system of constitutional government, and to 
substitute therefor government by a judicial oligarchy under which 
the states, and the executive and legislative departments of the 
federal government may exercise only such powers as the fed- 
eral judiciary deems fit to permit them to exercise; and NOW, 
THEREFORE, 


BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 
FLORIDA, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CON- 
CURRING: 


Section 1. That we the PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF FLOR. 
IDA, speaking by and through our duly elected representatives in 
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the senate and the house of representatives of the state of Florida, 
do hereby solemnly declare: 7 


(1) That the supreme court of the United States of America 
as presently constituted knowingly, wilfully, and over the most 
respectful protest of litigants before the court, including many of 
the sovereign states of the union, has determined to, and has 
entered upon a policy of substituting the personal and individ- 
ual ideas of the members of the court as to what the constitu- 
tion of the United States should be for the letter of the constitution 
as it was written by our forefathers, the meaning of the constitu. 
tion as it was understood by those who drafted it and voted for 
its adoption, and the intent of the constitution as it has been de- 
clared by the highest court of the nation over many years and in 
many able decisions. 


(2) That the personal, social, economic and political ideas of 
the members of the supreme court of the United States do not 
constitute the proper criterion for the admeasurement of states 
rights or the powers of the several departments of the federal 
government or the rights of individual citizens. 


(3) That acts of the federal judiciary in willfully asserting a 
meaning of the constitution unsupported by the written docu- 
ment, the history of the times in which it was adopted, the con- 
struction placed upon it by contemporary courts and the mean- 
ing ascribed to it by the people for generations constitutes usurpa- 
tion of power which, if condoned by the people and allowed to 
continue, will destroy the American system of government. 


Section 2. That, if wise and beneficent men may make changes 
in the constitution that are beneficial in the light of changing 
conditions, others may, with equal propriety make changes which 
will destroy the rights of the people. It was to guard against 
conferring the power upon public officials to make mistakes that 
the people reserved unto themselves the power to amend the 
constitution when changing conditions demand a change in the 
basic law. 


That while disobedience to constituted authority is the mother 
of anarchy, it is the history of free men that they will not su- 
pinely permit government to become the master of the people, 
and will never yield unrestrained authority to any group of public 
officers. 
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Section 3. That it is the duty of every public official sworn 
to support the constitution of the United States, and of every 
citizen who would maintain the principles of government under 
which this nation has grown to its present greatness, regardless 
of their views as to the abstract justice of the result of any of 
the acts of usurpation herein enumerated to insist, and we do 
hereby insist and demand that the supreme court of the United 
States recede from its arbitrary assertion of power to change the 
fundamental law of the land to meet the personal views of its 
members as to the present needs of the people, leaving to the 
people themselves the responsibility of determining when, and 
to what extent, their constitution should be amended. 


Section 4. That, and to this end we respectfully and earnestly 
urge the executive officers of the nation, the congress of the 
United States, the governor and the attorney general of each of 
our sister states, and the bar of America, the traditional defender 
of constitutional government, and all who love and revere the 
constitution of the United States, to join us in this declaration, 
and to do everything within the scope of their personal and of- 
ficial authority to initiate and effect an amendment to article X 
of the constitution of the United States defining the powers re- 
served to the respective sovereign states, enumerating and de- 
fining the powers so reserved to include, among others, the power 
to regulate the fields of activity mentioned in this report. 


Section 5. That copies of this resolution be sent to the chief 
executive officers of each state in the union, the members of 
congress of the United States, the attorney general of each sis- 
ter state, the American Bar Association and to any other persons 
designated by the members of the legislature. 


Approved by the Governor August 1, 1956. 
Filed in Office Secretary of State August 1, 1956. 
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i npa Huda 


August 29, 1956 


Mre francisco A, iiodriguez 
Attomey at Law 

703 Harrison Street 

Tanga 2, Florida 


Dear Rods 


I have your letter of August 22. I 
was in Miami and had an occasion to discuss 
thie matter with Graves, It apoears to ma 
that at least something of a preliminary nature 
has been decided upon and I have been locking 
forward to his sending me certain papers in 
connection thorewith. At any rate, 1 shall ine 
formu Bob of your desire to see him as soon as 
he returns to the office which shall be within 
the next few cdayse 


Very truly yours, 


Jack Greenberg 
Assistant Counsel 
JG s8arw 


n 
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Francisco A. Kodriguez 


ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR 
hs Nee ee AT LAW 


: 703 HARRISON STREET 
A TAMPA 2, FLORIDA 


— / 
J A 
⸗ 
August 22, 1956 a (/ 


“fps RESES E Ta 
E R A a 


Nre Jack Greenberg 
107 West 43rd Street 
New York 36, New York 


Dear Jack: 


The measure setting up a committee to investizate the 
NAACP became a law Monday, August 20, 1956. I have al- 
ready taken what I consider preliminary measures to pro- 
tect the vulnerble individuals and to render whatever 
meager advice that I have on the subjecte As a matter of 
fact, I have just returned from a visit to Branches 
through out the State which covered 1045 wiles, and I plan 
to confer with more Branches this weck. I consider any 
gesture that I might make quite inadequate since I am con- 
versant with the legal niceties that are involved in 
committee investigations. 


Pill Fordham and I talked to day and we would like, if 
it is humanly possible to have Bob Carter or someone from 
the National Office to come down imnediately and advise us 
as to what is the best course to follow. The investigacion 
gets under way September 1, 1956, therefore, we have very 
little time in which to gird ourselves for the onslaught, 
whose ultimate purpose is the outlawing of the NAACP, 


As ever, 


⸗ 


eg 
Rod 7 


F 
FAR/jjg 


ccs Bill Fordham 
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Lon NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 


20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. ~ í 
LOngacre 3-6890 gA 


Please direct repiy to: 


Robert Saunders 
“14044 Central Avesgez ' 


Tampa 2, Florida? “ 2 28 41 SEP B4 '56 


Aug 31, 1956 





Mr. Gloster B . Current 

Diregtor of Branches, NAAGP 

20 West 40th Street 

N ew York 18, New York sessmeimer us 


sawn Corn “ 
TTT —XEX whey 
$ Pd a RE 
è Pos “et X 
wen a ‘Kye 


Dear Gloster: — A — 


As per youn request via telephone, full texts of the 
Bills enacted and made law in Florida by the last special 
session have been mailed to Mr. Wilkins and Mr. Mgrshall. 
Cppies were mailed on @Mugustr29, 1956 from Tallahassee. 


A copy was also given to Mr. Rodriguez, our counsel for 
Florida, : 


y truly yours, 


Bob Saunders 


cc: Mr. William A. Fordham 


P.S. The KKK is using the postal service as a means to recruit 
members, can anything be done about this? 
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4 APPLICATION 29841 SEPHASS 
‘Knights of the 


Ku KLUX KLAN 


Open to all White Americans Who believe in SEGREGATION 
Send to: POST OFFICE BOX 708, PINELLAS PARK, FLORIDA 
Reinstatement Three Dollars NEW MEMBERS TEN DOLLARS 
If membership is not possible, a donation will be appreciated. = A l : 





Three Dollars must be sent with each Application. 
If accepted you will be notified; If rejected money will be refunded. = 


——— eephone 


INNES n Ch State 


Distribution by GRAND DRAGON, State of Florida i 
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ee NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
l 20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
LOngacre 3-6890 5 


— Please direct repiy to: ke o a J J S EP 4 3 5 b 


Robert Saunders 


n fa 
È \ M 2 Tampa 2, — 


€ LW 705 Ee Harrison St, 


J 
Won 
‘vey 
` Pai 
3* 
⁊ 


September 12, 1956 . 


PSF 
i, ff ba 


Poy ae 

Mre Roy Wilkins i Tki } f 
Executive Secretary, NAACP | ae 
20 W St 40th Street — eel nit TO 
New York 18, New Yorke J— 

eae yo “a TK, 

— aa So 

Dear Sir: a ; \ SNU 


The Legislative Committee met for the firsttime yesterday 
to formerly organize for the purpose of "investigating the 
activities of the ASSOCIATION". in Florida, I have sent co- 
pies of the legislative onactments which were passed and 
which have become law to you which I feel fully explains the 
purpose of the group. . 


I am also sending a copy of this morning's Tampa Morning Tri- 

bune which carries a story on the meetings. It appears that 

there is saae dissention over which body will rule the so- 

call investigation. The group of representatives appointed 

from the Florida House are said to be liberals while the othe r 
Group from the Senate are known to be against any type of move 

to end segregation. This latter group are also from the Northern- 
most section of the States, 


I also received a telephone call from a Law Firm called Fowler-' 
White -GillensYancey and Humkey. The Secretary called at 8:25 
this morning asking if I could tell where they could obtain 
copies of the Charter and Constitution of the NAACP. I refers 
6d them to you for such information, 


A case against the West Palm Beach School Board was filed yes- 
terday for Attorney William M Holland who was refused pormis- 
Slon to register his child in a school for whites, The peti- 
tion cites that the School Board did willfully refuse to g rant 
admission to Holland's child and asks the court to declare the 
new Tlorida Student registration law "Unconstitutional." ‘The 
State Conference ig aiding Holland in this matter and the West 


ee yours, 


aids ot u ROD, Saunders 
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October 19, 1956 


David G. Hanlon, Esquire 

Fowler, white, Gillen, Yancy & Humkey 
Citizens Building : 
Tampa, Florida 


Dear Mr. Hanlon: 


I am sorry to huave beer so long in replying to 
your request of September lz. Your letter was referred 
to me as I was about to leave on an extended absence 
from uy office, and 1 am only now gettlue buck to it. 


Ine constitution of the Naaop has beea out of print 
for several years, and we are presently engaged in 
arranging for a new printing whicn will incorporate cer- 
tain amendments adopted since the last publication. I 
Shall be very glad to send you a copy when tue new print- 
ing takes place. In the meantime, if there are specific 
questions, I would be very happy to attempt to answer 
them for you. 


I enclose a recent pamphlet which incorporates much 
of importance regarding our ains, objectives sid nethods. 


Very ‘truly yours, 


JAM:erb vohn a. Morsell 
Enclosure Assistant to the Secretary 
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Ask for _ 
Inquiry 


Tallahassee Called 
Ripe Field for Quiz 


TALLAHASSEE — (UP) — 
The legislative NAACP com- 
mittee hired an attorney and 
chief investigator Thursday 
and turned over to them re- 
quests for an immediate investi- 
gation to determine if “outside 
elements” stirred up the bus 
boycott here by Negroes pro- 
testing segregated Seating. 

The committee hired Mark 
Hawes, Tampa, former assistant 
State attorney general, as chief 
counsel at $15,000 a year, and 
John Cye Cheasty, former secret 
strvice agent from New York, / 
as investigator at $12,000. _ R l 

Hawes, Cheasty ahd any avail- li, 
blè- member of “the committee : 


were atthorized to go, to’ Texas 
ae with the attorney gen- 


> Lee eres 


tae 





FaP there on methods and’ pro- j 
a6 Of that state's investigation ; f 


of the NAACP. 


Hawes, 31, currently is prose- 
cutor for the city in trial of 


Kma ai 


daa 
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a pe Las investigator at $12,000. 
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and turned over to them re- 
quests for an immediate investi- 
gation to determine if “outside 
elements” stirred up the bus 
boycott here by Negroes pro- 
testing segregated seating. 
The committee hired Mark 
Hawes, Tampa, former assistant 
State attorney general, as chief 
counsel at $15,000 a year, and 
John Cye Cheasty, former secret 
s€rvice agent from New York, 


abé’ member ‘of ‘the committee 
‘were ‘ahthorized to 36. to' Texas 
to''confer ‘with’ the’ attorney gen- 
eraP'there ‘on methods and’ pro- 
gress ‘of that’ state's 'investigntian. 
.of the NAACP. apap 


/ 
“Hawes, Cheasty and-any, avail- Ni ’ 





Hawes, 31, currently is prose» 
cutor for the city in trial of 
21 Negroes and the Jnter Civie 
Council on charges of operat 
ing an illegal car pool to boy: 
cott city buses. He will take 
up his committee assignment, 
Oct. 22. Cheasty’s employment 
is effective immediately. 


The joint House-Senate com- 

mittee created to investigate the 

x NAACP and report to the 1957 
legislature received a request 
Thursday from the Florida min- 
isters of World Baptist Fellow- 
ship to investigate whether the 
NAACP is behind the local bey- 
cott. The City Commission made 
a similar request. 

The minister fellowship, head. ` 
ed by the Rev. W. E. Hall, pastor 
of Pine Level Baptist Church 
near Starke, wired the committee 
that “Tallahassee is a most stra- 
tegic place for your committee 

'|to begin its work.” 


“Since the city has expressed 
its desire to have your com. 
mittee investigate the outside 
boycott, we urge you to use 
your committee to open up the — 
element involved in the bus ` 
boycott, we urge you to usé 
your committee to open up the- 
facts in this affair and to prove. 
yourselves worthy of the high 
responsibility placed upon 
you,” said the wire signed by . 
Hall. 


. we e — e w m= æ 


' “It has „been charged the 
NAACP is the organization stir-- 
ring up this trouble. Your com- 
mittee can reveal the facts and 
we sincerely hope you will do 
it.” Hall served as state Senate 
chaplain when Charley Johns 
was Senate president. Johns is ẹ 
a menber of the investigating - 
committee, 

Hawes, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Florida and law part- 
ner of Tampa criminal attorney . 
Pat Whitaker, was recommended 
by Atty. Gen. Richard Ervin. 
He will be made a special as- 
sistant attorney general during 
his committee assignment. 


Cheasty, 49, is an attorney. A. S> 
with 26 years investigative ex- 
perienca as a secret service 

` agent, special agent for the In- 
ternal Revenue Service, Navy 
counter-intelligence, assistant’ 
counsel to the New York Crime 
Commission and as a private 
attorney. : 


ASR G 


The committee, which holds 

its next meeting here Nov. 13, 
adopted an iron-clad rule that ’ 
no statements may be given the . 
press except by Rep. Henry Land, 
Orlando chairman. The committee . 
cautioned Hawes and Cheasty 
against making any public state- 
ments. 

Mrs. Lamar Bledsoe, chief 
clerk of the House, will serve 
as chief clerk for the committee. 
Members besides Land and Johns 
are Sens. Dewey Johnson, Quincy 
and John Rawls, Marianna, and 
Reps. A. J. Musselman Jr., Pom- 
pano Beach, Cliff Herrell, Miami, 
and J. B, Hopkins, Pensacola. 
E. 
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Segregationist 
$100 Check 


The Hillsborough County Fed- 
eration for Constitutional Gov- 
ernment reported yesterday that 
a check for $100 had been sent to 
the Tennessee Federation to help 
finance the defense of John Kas- 
per, under sentence for contempt 
of court in the Tennessee integra- 
tion disturbances. 


In a letter addressed to Dudley 


‘Gale at Nashville, Tenn., Sumter 


L. Lowry, Jr., chairman, said: — 

“The federation is happy to 
contribute in a small way to the 
defense of this courageous white 
man who was sentenced to a 
year’s imprisonment for daring to 
exercise the right of free speech 
at Clinton, Ten. 

“We are not surprised that Kas- 
per was arbitrarily sentenced in 
Communist fashion, without bene- 
fit of a jury trial. Much of the 
Federal Government is already in 
the hands of Communists who 
propose to undermine the South 
by means of race-poisoning and 


mongrelization. They cannot suc-|: 


ceed in this without first restrict- 
ing freedom of speech. 

“Undoubtedly it will take a 
long and bitter struggle before 
we can reestablish, in the law, 
the principle that white people 
are entitled to remain white; to 
reproduce their own kind; and to 
pass on their heritage, uncor- 
‘rupted, to posterity. However, our 
people have endured and over- 
‘come oppression many times be- 
fore and will do so again.” 

Lowry said the Hillsborough 
‘federation has some 550 members 
and listed its directors as Herbert 
S. Phillips, R. V. Patterson, L. A. 
Grayson Touva E. Turner, Harry 
B. Terrei!, Ruth Bowdoin, Grady 
Albritton, Coy Bowdain,and dame 
se 





Head NAACP Probe Group 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ing and the six members pres- 
ent left the room. Senator 
Rawls had Johns’ proxy. 

In five minutes they were 


back and one of them told 


newsmen he and another mem- 
ber refused to attend a private 
meeting. 

So the fight over the chair- 
manship was fought in the 
open. 

David denied reports that 
Rep. Jack Orr of Dade County, 
a member of the NAACP, or 
Gov. LeRoy Collins, had con- 
ferred with him on the house 
members’ choices. 


David urged the committee 
to be particularly carefu! not 
to permit use of its powers to 
“smear some innocent person.’ 

That led Johnson and Land 
to point out the committee 
might be forced to hold some 
secret meetings so witnesses 
could talk without fear pf ex- 
posure. 

Hopkins asked, “Can we 
offer immunity from prosecu- 
tion if some people will come 


_ in and spill their guts?” l 
: Johnson said not, but that 
‘ the committee could assure 
' that no publicity would be 
. given testimony. He said other- 


wise, “much of the information 
we need won't be forthcom- 


ing.” 
Barrage of Questions 

The committee ran into a 
barrage of questions and pro- 
tests from newsmen on the 
subject of secret meetings and 

.release of information. 

One reporter warned the 
committee the establishment of 
such meetings would simply 
spur newsmen to “dig away at” 
sources on and near the body 
to learn what happened in the 
secret sessions. 

Land, Johnson and other 
committeemen agree they 
would not hold secret meetings 
unless necessary for the protec- 
_tion of witnesses. 

Land also indicated the in- 
vestigative body might sell out 
and operate under rules set up 
by former State Rep. James A. 
Haley's “little Kefauver” com- 
mittee, and by rules “of the 
Kefauver committee itself. i 

Asks Member Gag 

Johnson called for an “iron- 
clad rule that” no member of 
the committee be authorized to 


release information. “on any. 


person investigated or the re- 
sults of that investigation, with- 
‘out approval of a majority of 
—* committee.” 











asked if the committee were 
entitled to claim actual ex- 
penses rather than the state 
per diem during its operations, 
Johnson and Land said they 
felt this to be the case, but 
that Land would check with 
the attorney general. 


Land will also get an opin- 
ion from the attorney general 
on subpoena powers, and will 
check to learn whether the 
state can provide a full-time 
lawyer to work for the com- 


_ mittee. 


Committeemen indicated 
they expect eventually to have 
to employ a permanent lawyer 
for the body. 


` To Hire Investigators 


Committeemen agreed to 
convene on or prior to Oct. 5 
at Tallahassee to choose a per- 
manent investigator, preferably 
with FBI and legal background, 
decide on a secretary and head- 
quarters and set up plans for 
legal counsel. 


They will also begin hearing 


.and sorting information from 


Florida sources relative to or- 
ganizations allegedly aimed at 
disrupting state government, 
overthrowing the state consti- 
tution or threatening the public 
peace. 

Organization of the commit- 
tee saw Johnson named unani- 
mously to the vice chairman's 
job, but there was little reason 
to hope for harmony on the dis- 
-sension-ridden seven - member 
` committee. 


May Avoid Conflict 


Some senate members have 
indicated the belief that the 
house majority group will try 
to avoid any conflict in investi- 
gating groups inside Florida. 

The three senate members 
are from small North Florida 
counties known to be heavily 
and loudly in favor of cutting 
down on activities of the 
NAACP. 

David at the time of the ap- 
pointments of the four house 
members said all four, from 
large metropolitan areas pri- 
marily in South Florida — ex- 
cept for Hopkins from Pensa- 
cola—were named to “balance” 
the committee. 

David today recommended 
use of Tallahassee as a perma- 
nent headquarters and sug- 


. gested Mrs. Lamar Bledsoe, 


chief house clerk, as secretary 
until Nov. 6. 

But Johnson disagreed, and 
urged that Mrs. Bledsoe be 
used only on a temporary basis, 
with arrangements to be made 
later for —— of a perma- 
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October 19, 1956 


David G. Hanlon, Esquire 

Fowler, white, Gillen, Yancy & Humkey 
Citizens Building 

Tampa, Florida 


Dear Mr. Hanlon: 


I am sorry to huve beer so long in replying to 
your request of September lz. Your letter was referred 
to me as I was about to leave on an extended absence 
from uy office, and 1 am only now gettluy back to it. 


Tne constitution of the NAACP nas beea our of print 
for several yeurs, and we are presently engaged in 
arranging for à new printing wnicn will incorporate cer- 
tain amendments adopted since the last publication. I 
shull be very glad to send you a copy when tue new print- 
ing takes place. In the meantime, if there are specific 
questions, I would be very happy to attempt to answer 
them for you. 


I enclose a recent pamphlet which incorporates much 
of importance regarding our aims, objectives aid metnods. 


Very truly yours, 


JAMserb vohn a. Morsell 
Enclosure Assistant to the Secretary 
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FOWLER, WHITE,GILLEN, YANCEY AND HUMKEY 


CITIZENS BUILDING 


ee a < TAMPA, FLORIDA 
MORRIS WHITE 
WILLIAM A. GILLEN 
HERVEY YANGEY 
WALTER B.HUMKEY 
JOHN J. TRENAM 
WILHELMINA HAWKINS 
HENRY BURNETT 
MICHAEL L. KINNEY 
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MIAMI OFFICE 





BISCAYNE BUILDING 


September 12, 1956 MIAMI, FLORIDA 


RICHARD F. RALPH 
JAMES O. DAVIS, JR. 
JAMES E. THOMPSON 
GRANVILLE M. ALLEY, UR, 
MARGARET E. DEATON 
DAVIO G, HANLON 
LESLIE 0. SCHARF 
ALTON R. PITTMAN 


National Headquarters , NAACP 
20 W. 40th Street 

New York City, N.Y 
Attention: Mr. Roy Wilkins 
Dear Mr. Wilkins: 


Please send us as soon as possible the Constitution 
for the NAACP. 


Thanking you in advance HOE your prompt cooperation in 
this matter, we are 


Very truly yours 
` FOWLER ,WHITE , GILLEN , YANCEY a HUMKEY 


BAI 


IRA G. nilon 


DGH/ jh 
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National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 


a . OCTOBER 26 - 2 
ke i 17i Annual CESSION sarasota, — 


Florida State Conference of Branches 


WILLIAM A, FORDHAM, President 
F. MALCOLM CUNNINGHAM, Vice President rma, 
REV. W. J. JOHNSON, Vice President FR. THEO. R. GIBSON, Treasurer 
H. H. DIXON, Vice President F. A. RODRIGUEZ, Legal Counsel 
REV. LUCIOUS BURCH, Vice President R. W. SAUNDERS, Field Secretary 


MRS. RUTH PERRY. Secretary O t b 29 1956 
s ctober ; 


- 26185 0CT22'56 


. 
— 


ir. Koy „ilkins, 

lixecutive  wecretary, NAACP 
20 we 40th street 

New York, Wew York 

Dear hir. .wilkins: 


Inclosed you will find artical from the Tampa 
Daily Times daily newspaper, dated October 19, 1956, 


— 
(St we saunders, 


Field Secretary, NAACP 


RWS:hk 


incl. 


Ut ran 
AA j yet 
av 


Theme: “FREE BY °63” 
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Tampa Lawyer | 
Hired in Probe 
. Of NAACP 


Tampa attorney Mark R. 
Hawes, presently serving as spe- 
cial city prosecutor in the Talla- 
hassee car pool cases, has been 
named chief attorney for Flori- 
da’s legislative committee inves- 
tigating the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People. 


Hawes, associated in law prac- 
tice here with Whitaker Brothers 
firm, was hired by the committee 
yesterday at a $1250 a month 
lsalary to handle the committee’s 
‘legal work in checking the 
{NAACP and other organizations, 

Native of Leon 

A native of Tallahassee, 31- 
year-old Hawes came to Tampa 
two and one half years ago after 
serving as an assistant attorney 
in the capital city. He is a grad- 
uate of University of Florida law 
school. 

The committee also hired John 
C. Cheasty, New York City at- 
torney with 26 years experience 
in investigating work, to be its 
chief investigator. He will be 
paid $1000 a month. 

Cheasty went to work today, 
but Hawes won’t get started until 
Monday after he has wound up 
his job as prosecutor in the car 
pool cases. 

First assignment for Cheasty 
and Hawes will be an investiga- 
tion into activities of groups in- 
volved in the _ five-month-old}' 
Tallahassee bus boycott. 

The City of Tallahassee has 
asked the committee to look into 
the activities of groups there 
which are in violation of state 
law. The city’s request made 
no reference to any specific or- 
ganization or to the Negro bus 
boycott. 

The car pool cases which 
Hawes is handling are an out- 
growth of the boycott called in 
protest against segregated seat- 
ing arrangements. Negroes oper- 
ating the car pool during the 
boycott have been charged with 
operating an illegal transporta- 

_tion system. 
Ervin Aide i 


Rep. Henry W. Land of Or- 
lando, chairman of the legisla-; 
tive committee, announced that 
Hawes would be on the staff of 
Attorney General Richard Ervin 
as a special assistant. . 
“Hawes, Cheasty and member? 
of the committee will go to 
Tyler, Tex., soon to confer with 
the Texas attorney general who 
is currently there. 
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"NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. ` 
LOngacre 3-6890 


Please direct repsy to: 
Robert Saunders 


l ù. 
Vea ; 
AN : Tampa 2, Florida y p? 


705 E. Harrison 





November 14, 1956 


Mre Roy Wilkins i 
Executive Secretary, NAACP 
20 West 40th Street ' 
New York 18, New York 


Dear Mr, Wilkins: 


905.7 NUVLD 3 


I am submitting for your observation, clippings from several 
Florida newspapers concerning the recent decision of the U., 
S. Supreme Court's decision banning racial segregation on 
intra-State: transportation and a report on the meeting held 
November 13, 1956 in Tallahassee, Florida by the Committee 
sèt up by the Florida Legislature to investigate "NAACP." 


The original intent of the legislation and the wording of 
its contents which became law was to “investigate those or- 
ganizations which tend to violate. Florida Laws," However, 
my observation of the procedure in this state is that there 
8 a strong inclination towards court action Similar to that 
ilag Xas, seeking an injunction of the Association in this 


This is mađe evident by the fact that the investigators and 

the attorney in charge have left for Texas to confer with the 
Attorney General of that State. This is the second trip. It 

is also evident because there has been no report of anyone be- 
ing called up to give reports to the group. The only report of 
information havéng been given comes from the newspapers and from 


an informant who tells us that "the smell of money is bringing 
forth a few liars," | 


I received a long distance telephone called today fron a Mr. 
Harold Constant of Ocean Ridge, just a little ways from Delray 


Breabh. He wanted to know "What control did the NAACP have over 

Negroes in Delray Beach." His inquiry came as results of a re- | 
cent referendum on the last ballot which would allow the city | 
of Delray Beach to purchase an additional 200 feet of beach 
frontage in Ocean Redge. This added to the 100 feet that has 

already been procured would serve as a "Negro Beach." Resi- 

dents of Ocean Ridge (all white) are opposed since "this is a 

problem for Delray which is being shifted on other communities," 

Mrs. Catherine Strong who is supposed to control the Negroes and 

who is vice-mayor of Delray Beach had favored the referendum. 

Some Negro leaders had told the voters to mark an"¥ in the "Yes" 

box. However, when the total ballots were counted from the Ne- 


ere ae the vote was 249 against and 24 for the "Negro 
each, 
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` The whites in this area cannot understand what has happened be- 


cause Negroes were supposed to have divorced or rejected the 
NAACP in their fight for a Beach. The ballot will contain the 
Same question again on November 20, when they vote for council- 
men for Delray Beach. 


The speaker wishes to convey to citizens of Delray Beach 
(Negroes) that they should againsstrike this issue down. With 
out a doubt, it will be stricken unless. the higher authorities 
intervene once more by sending some "outstanding Negro" into 
Delray to persuade the folk how to vote. I do not think that 
they will send the same one again though (Jake Gaither from 
Florida A & M). 


The situation in Sarasota is quiet, Théd Jessie Woods case 
is progressing with Woods still being "detained for his own pro- 
tection," 


A confidential source has given the following information 
On Woods. He is mentally retarded and has been known to be un- 
controllable when drinking. The state will have to prosecute 


Sons his age. They donot want any publicity bečause it might re- 
veal the true nature of the man and in the event they faili to get 
a prosecution, Florida might be in an enbarassing position. The 
Source (which is reliable) states that woods was drinking on that 
afternoon, He is alleged to have told officers at Raiford that 
he did say "hello Baby" to the white women. No one is allowed 

to see. him except his close relatives and he does not have the 
advice of counsel as yet. 


Very truly yours, 


Robert Saunders 
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William A, Fordham, Esq. 
1404) Central Avenue 
Tampa 2, Florida 


Dear Bills 
Would you please forward to us immediately the 


certificate of registration, receipt or whatever you have 


showing registration of the N.A.A.C.P. in the State of 
Florida. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 


RLCsplh 
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July 23, 1956 


Memorandum 


TO: . Mre McClain 
FROM: Robert L. Carter 

Please draw check against the NAACP in the amount of 
$30.00 for Robert Saunders to reimburse him for registration 


fee to register in the State of Florida. 
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Dear Mr. Johnson: 


We were greatly astonishad to read in JET for 
November 29 the leading gtory cutitled, "NAACP Strips Fla. 
Files Before Senate Probe," 


The NAACP has not "stripped" ita files in Florida. 
The JET account is completely in error. The JET account in 
fact accuses the HAACP of committin; a crime, since to tamper 
With papers, records ano files in the face of an official in- 
vestifation is & runishable crime. We are advised that the JET 
account may be libelous in thet it may have damaged the NAACP 
in the eyes of the courts and law enforcesent officials through 
which the Assootétion “ust work in carrying forward its program, 
In this sense, the JET account coulis do irreparable harm to the 
general crusade of Negro American Citizens seeking to win and 
enjoy their citizenship rights. 


We are asking that a retraction of this statement 
which, so far as the account gocs, 18 based upon nothing more 
than the phrase, "JET learns," be carried in the next issue. 


The great injustice to the NAACP and the right 
for freedom is contained in the above headline and Statement, 
but an esually inaccurate essertion included in the story is, 
"NAACP office workers and other paid personnel are quietly look- 
ing around for other jobs ‘just in case! Florica solons seek 
to ban thew from stzete activity." We have in Florida only one 
paid employe, a field secretary essirned to that state end when 
I heard from him a few days ago he wes very much on the job. 


. The details of the South-wide attack upon the NAACP 
Seem not to be generally known among our people. However, the 
National Catholic welfare board aad the American Jawd sh vongress, 
among others, have recognize: the Seriousness of the Southern 
moves and have spoken officially against it. ‘The AJC has made 
a detailed aralysis of the seven laws passed recently by the 
Virginia Generel Assembly, all aimed at the NAACP. The Young 
Democratic Club of Harris County, Texas, has passed a resolution 
condemning the attack by the State of Texas upon the NAACP and 
offering its cooperation in resistin, the moves of the Texas 
attorney general, 


We believe this to be the most important story of 
the day in the race reletions struggle. It sweeps all the way 
from Virginia to Texas and involves court actions, legislative 
enactments, and harrussmeats by state bureaus and officials in 
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South Carolina, !lorida, Georgia, and Louisiana, in addition 
to Texes and Virginia. Worth Carolina hes put in its little 
bit. Many of the new laws we believe to be unconstitutional 
anc already in two states (Virginia and Louisiana) they are 
hampering the exercise of rights by white people. 


This is the tix story in the desegregation fight. 
It was hinted at by a racent feature in the Christian SclLence 
Monitor, We would like to talk it over with you ana Ar. Clayton 
and such other aembers of your staff as mirht be interested. 
Mr. isenry Lee Moon, our Director of Public Relations, will be 
on a short visit in the Middle west soon and would like to stop 
in Chicago for & talk with you et your convenience. If you 
Will indicate what dey next week woulli be suitable for you, I 
will ask him to erranje his schedule avcordingly. 


With best wishes, 


Very sincerely yours, 


Roy Wilkins, 
Executive Secretary. 


Mr. John H. Johnson, Publisher 
Johnson Publications 

1820 5. Michigan Avenue 
Chicago 16, Ill. 


rw/imdj 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
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dirges repiy 1o: 30161 DEC13'56 


Robert Saunders 


LLAR Ert 


Tampa 2, Florida 
705 #ġst Harrison 





December 10, 1956 


Mre Gloster B. Current 
Director of Branches, NAACP 
20 West 40th Street 

New York 18, New York 


ENCAR 
eee a 

pe N ys mieja rales « # i lm aay 2 

aul? side Sa A ` 

> — r 

8 


Dear Gloster: ——— ce 
ee : —— 
vse aL \ — A 
I called this morning to notify you ofthe first subpoenas to be 
issued by the legislative committee. The two young co-eds at F2orida 
A & M have been told to appear before the groupe 


With reference to the State Board Meeting Saturday, we had repre-= 
sentation from Pensacola, Tampa, West Palm Beach and of course all of 
the Board members in and around the Dade County Area. Discussions were 
held on finances, Branch status and the legal program for the state in 
cluding the present crisis--the investigation. Father Gibson, I fear, 
is confused as always on the issue of Branch status. He claims that 
when he receives the state's share of the pro-rata tax, he only gets 
returns from about twenty or less Branches. He debates the fact that 
my statement concerning 41 Branches having submitted memberships is 
correcte Conccrning the status of Branches, he wants to withdraw char- 
ters from Branches like Perrine(which is his pet peave). I explained 
to him that in February when we conducted our membership drive, the 
Branch had active officers and that they had submitted 54 members to 
the national since January 1. "He was told that when a Branch does- 
not submit 50 members during the year, it is pleeed on ine-active sta- 
tus. At the end of a certain period if that Branch does not function, 
then and only then could the Charter Be lifted and only by the National 
Board of Directors. I think that it should be explained that there can 
be no manual lifting of charters by any field person, officer or State 
Conference. The group voted to try to get all of the Branches in Flo- 
rida active and then to recommend to you those Branches which cannot 
be reactivated after a period of time. This vote came after the dis- 
cussion brought on by Father. Gibson. 


It was recommended that the state should be broken into areas 
for the purpose of having legal representation for Branch officers and 
members called before the legislative committee. This has been done. 
But as a means of follow-up and in keeping with the recommendations, 
lawyers working with the NAACP are being notified and Branches told 
who there area representative will be. Rodrigues is in agreement with 
this set-up. 


Relative to the moving of the office to Miami, this question was 
voted down. There was only one dissenting opinion. 
‘ — — ran . 


i 
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The following attorneys have agreed 
the Board or Branch Legal Chairmen: 


Lawyer 
Attorney Charles Wilson 
307 Ne Dévilliers 
Pensacola, Florida 


Attorney E. D.Jackson 
408 Broad Street 
Masonic Temple Bldg 
Jacksonville, Florida 


Attorney G. B. Graves 
808 NW 2nd Avenue 
Miami, Florida 


Attorney F. M.Cunninghanm 
500 Rosemary Avenue 
West Palm Beach, Florida 


Attorney F. A. Rodriguez 


(Note: Paul C.Perkins, 
State Legal Committee. 


Miami has stated his desire 
However, until direct confirmation is received 


December 10, 


to wokk and are either members 


A „6a and Branhhes 
Pensacola, DeFuniak Springs, 
Gulf Port, Jackson County, 
and Bay County 


Jacksonville, St. Augustine 
Daytona Beach 
Live Oak, Madison, Jefferson 


- County 


Miami, Homestead, Liberty City 
Perrine, Key West, Hallandale 
Ft. Lauderdale and Pompano 


West Palm Beach, Belle Glade, 
Belray Beach, Ete Pierce 


All branches not listed above. 


from him no Branches have been assigned. 
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to work with the 


Letters are being sent to all Branches notifying them that they 
are to get in contact with the area lawyer and this office immediately 


upon being subpoenaed. 


Other business peatisactddwwase the adoption of a budget for mainten-~ 
ance of the office the continuation of efforts to seek an end to racial 


segregation in this state. 


Date will be announced by the State president. 


Nezt board meeting will be held in Pensacola. 


Rev. Reddick and I are working on Next years. program and itinerary. 
I think that one innovation to the program has been the approval of tra- 
vel expenses for the State President by the Board. Rev. Reddick has in- 
dicated that he intends to visit as many Branches as he can to help in 
the work of membership and fund raisinge 


ccs: Mrse Ruby Hurley 


Very truly yours, 
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Florida State Conference of Branches 8 JAN a7 ae 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 


À 3 
Ae: 
ee 705 E. Harrison Street TAMPA 2, FLORIDA > 


Phone 2-8619 


l i ji 
d ( NY) Please Direct Reply To: 


Bob Saunders 





January 3, 1957 





Mr. Henry Lee Moon 

Director of Public Relations, NAACP 

20 West 40th Street 

New York 18, New York 

Dear Henry: 

You Will find attached to this letter a news clipping showing 
the reaction to the case in Miami. Please note the reaction 


| by the Tampa City Attorney and the Attorney General of the State. 





$a Seo. 


B ob Saunders 


a2 E “FREE BY °63” 
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NAACP 
Probe Pass 


Measure Becomes 
Law Without His 
Signature; Johnson 
Cool To Governor’s 
Suggestion Group 
Investigate Klan 


By TOM RAKER 
Tribune Staff Writer 


TALLAHASSEE, Aug. 21 — 
Gov. LeRoy Collins today let a 
bill providing for a legislative 
committee to investigate the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People be- 
come law without his signature. | 

A senate committeeman 
promptly declared the law is “not 
designed to get us together to 


raise hell, but to investigate 
soberly.” 





pected to get the group together 
about Sept. 1, to commence Op-|. 
erations. 
The law carries a $50,000 ex- 
pense appropriation. 


Cool to Klan Suggestion 


It was apparent that Johnson 
intends to devote little time to a 


ity granted by the legislature. 

Johnson reiterated today what 
he said when introducing the bill 
during the specifi session, that 


Other senate members are 
Charley E. Johns of Starke, and} 
John Rawls of Marianna. Senate 
President W. Turner Davis of 
Madison named them during the 
session, after the bill passed with) 
only one dissenting vote. 

David Names Four 

House Speaker Ted David of 


man of Broward, and W. C. Her-| 
rell of Dade from the lower|' 
chamber. 

Collins in a statement issued 
this morning pointed out that the 
committee will be shortlived | ( 
under terms of the law. 

He said he did not feel it his } 
duty to veto or approve the meas- 
ure, which he said was one “for 7 
legislative determination.” - i 

Collins classed the $50,000 as 
“excessive” but expressed the 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 1) 
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&'.. TAMPA MORNING TRIBUNE, Wednesday, August 22, 1956 
Oe 


. Gov. Collins Lets NAACP 
Probe Bill Become Law 


“(Continued from Page 1) 


hope the committee will spend 

only a “small proportion of this.” 
He said he felt the committee 

would recognize its responsibility 

to the people of Florida “and not 

abuse the broad powers granted 
, 
















not represented because Reps. 
James S. Moody of Plant City and 
Sam Gibbons of Tampa were al- 
ready overloaded with legislative 
chores, 

Both were considered, he said. 

David said his only recom 
mendation would be that the 
committee do its investigating’ 
and recommending as a group, 
and that no member make indi 
vidual investigations outside th 
main body. 


ee eee - 





He indicated the governor’s of- 
fice will refer “many inquiries I 
- am receiving regarding the Ku 
Klux Klan for the serutiny of the 
committee also.” 
- Doubts KKK Unlawful 

Johnson said he knows of noth- 
ing the KKK is doing to violate 
-the law, although “I hold no brief 
for them.” 

Of the NAACP investigation 
he said, “the object of this thing 
is not to get together and raise 
hell. It is to get facts and fig- 
ures on reported law violations 
so we can prepare legislation 
next session to put a halt to those 
violations.” é 


Sees “Intimidation” 


Johnson declared it to be “my 
personal conviction” that the 
Tallahassee bus boycott was 
caused by the NAACP, and he 
said he has received information 
leading him to believe “there is 
intimidation of Negroes” who 
might otherwise be riding the 
buses here.” 

Buses operated by Cities Tran- 
sit, Ine, have returned to their 
capital city run after a month- 
long layoff caused by the boycott. |` 

As for the law itself, Johnson 
declared, “I think members of 
the legislature knew what they 
were doing when they passed it.” 

— The law directs the committee 


, 


Ead \ to investigate “all organizations 








i 


ue 
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Ws 
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whose principles or activities in- 
€lude a course of conduct on the 
part of any person or group 
Which would constitute violence, 
or a violation of the laws of the 
state, or would be inimical to the 
well being and orderly pursuit of 
their personal and ‘business ac- 
tivities by a majority of the_citi- 
\ zens of this state.” 
Mec? To Report to Session 
Committeemen will report to 
the 1957 session “to the end that 
corrective legislation may be 
adopted if found necessary to 
correct any abuses against the 
peace and dignity of the state.” 
House Speaker David said he 
would let committeemen decide 
for themselves on a chairman. 
Johnson said Davis had told the 
senate members he would head |. 
the upper house delegation. 
David said he considered his 
appointments in the light of the] 
Jeanings of the individuals, and 
that he sought out conservatives 
from large metropolitan areas for 
the job. . 
Named For “Balance” 
David said the three South 
Florida members were named to 
“balance the committee.” All 
three senators are from North 
Florida. 
David said Hillsborough was} 


- — — — 
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Mr. W. A. Fordham 
Attorney at Law 
1404} Central Avenue 
Tampa, Florida 


Tear Bill: 





As you know the NAACP has registered as 
a foreign corporation in your state. However, many 
states require annual registration, some on specified 
dates such as January lst to June lst, some on the ~ 
anniversary of tne original registration. We do not 
want to be in default for not PPR Rare ce aree at 
the proper time, if necessary. 





Would you immediately check to determine 
whether we must reregister and if so, when.- Reply 
to me by Special Delivery so that we may take care 
of this important matter. 


Sincerely, 


Robert L. Carter 
— General Counsel 
RLC: arw 
JG: arw 
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Report of Florida Legislative Investigation February 4, 19517 
y TO -s Mre Rey Wilkins, Executive Secretary, NAACP A l 
: 3 ! 4 A - J ef $ WG 3 
AFRON 3 Robert W. Saunders, Field Secretary, NAACP M C tt á X: iE i : 
EREET The following is a report ef the first days hearing en the Legisla- l 
tive investigation being condunted in Tallahassee, Florida, This report is z 
. , divided inte the following parts: i 
li (1) Persons called to appear before Committee: 
W . (2) Samples of testimony given and questions asked by Counsel 
— for State 
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(3) Conclusien 
PERSONS CALIED TO APPEAR 3 
eet) 10 APPEAR: 


Dr. Gilbert L, Porter, Executive Secretary, Florida Stale Teachers: Association 

Attorney William A, Fordham, Board Member and former President Flae State Conerence 
NAACP 

Edwaré De Davis, Insurance Executive and former President Fla. Conference also 
chairman of steering conmittee supposedly for "University of Florida Case," 

Dre Me Ce Williams, connected with Inter Civic Council 

Mre Edwin Norwood, Treasurer, Tallahassee Branch NAACP and connected with Inter 

Civic Ceuncil 

Rev. Metz Rollins, Prespyterialinister and Treasurer of Inter Civic Council 

Dr. Ge Te Wigging, former President FSTA and Principal Pensacola High Scheoke 

Dr. George W. Gore, President Flas A& M University 

Aliver Re Maxey, for plaintiff in University of Florida Case 

Benjamin Fe Fenjamin F. Finley (Positien unknown ) 

Le D. Speek, student arrested and now in litigation in Federal, Court te contest 
Segregated seating on Buses, 

Johnny Herndon, Student whe rode bus and in Same positien as Le D, Speed 

S. T. Curtis, former secretary, FSTA and school principal 

JON .. Folson, Florida State University Student 

Joe Spagna ai * " " 

Virgil Hawkins, Plaintiff University of Florida Case 

Johe "lliott, Student, out of tom on speaking engagement for ICC. 

Miss: Bad = 

Mrse Galdys Harrington, Secretary ICC 

James E. Kennedy, Student (drafted into armed forces) 

Dre Se S Lewis (Uniknewm). 








SAMPLES OF TESTIMONY 


(a) Witnesses called were Virgil Hawkins, Edward D. Davis, William &. Fordham and 
Attorney Horace Hill, a 


(b) Hawkins took the chair and requested counsele Horace Hill served in this 


Capacitye He remained there for almost an hour and a half, Sanples ef 
questions asked; 


(q)When did you first file application to University 
(A) 1949 
(q) Did you talk with anyene cencerning your filing 
(a) Y es I talk with many people including Edesrd D. Davis 
(a) Did you pay any attorney's fees to Alex Akerman 
(Objection—~such question is privileged) 
Objection over ruled 











OO —— — — — — — — 
REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


— e e Ai n : a.. 


Pæo 2 


p (Q), Did steering committee represent any organization? 
a k . 
(A). No, Steering didnot represent any organizatione 


(Q) Did NAACP agree to pay attorneys in this case--did they agree te apy Horace 
Hill any money? 

(A) NAACP has never agreed to pay moneys 

(Q) Has progressive voters league paid any money? 

(@) I don't think se 

ta) Did steering committee every discuss with you the process of raising money? 

A) We talked about it?e : 

(Q) Do you know how much Court Costhas been involved in your case? 

(A) I've been brought alonge f 

(Q) Have you paid those expenses personally? 

(A) What I coulde 

(Q) Have you paid any 

(A) I don't know 

(4) How much 

(A) 150 dollars or so. 

(q) Have you ever had any agreement with NAACP to pay cost? 

(A) I have never had any agreement with NAACP 

(Q) Was Steering Comittee an NAACP Committee? 

(A) Ne, NAACP only made contributions along with other organizatiors e 

(Q) Has NAACP as far as you know paid any cost? 

(A) I don't knowe 

(Q) Has NAACP everypaid any meney to you? 

(A) Noe i 

(Q) Do you know Robert R. Carter? 

(A) I don't kuer hime 

(Q) Have you ever had any counsel other than Horace Hill? 

(A) I Don't mowe 

(Q) If Robert Re Carter ever ropresented you then you donot know anything about 

it? 

(A) Objection—privileged 
Over ruled 

(Q) Do you know Robert Carter ? 

(A) Not as I know of? 

| es Have you ever received any money from NAACP Legal Defense Fund? 

| A) Ne 

| ' (Q) De you know Thurgood Marshall? 

(A) Yes, by reading about hime , 

9 Has Florida Legal Defense Fund aver paid you any money? 

A Noe 





Testimongyfrom Edward D. Davis 


(Q) Did you receive any funds from NAACP during the early days of the Unive Ofe 
Fla. Case? 

(A) A few dollars from Harry Te Meore e 

(Q) What was his office? 

(A) Executive Secretary, Fla. State Conf. of Branches 

(2) Did committee solicit aid frem NAACP 

(A) Noe Mre Akerman said that he would solicit aid and counsel from Mr. Marshalle 


This testimony went on for some time all bordering en source ef money fer this cases 


Mr. Davis also told of his tenure in office and how long he has been a member of 
NAACP e 
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Attorney Fordham's testimony centered around the same questionse He was aiso asked 
about NA:CP Policy and the operation of Branchese Mrs Fordham was alseasked to 
tell how plaintiffs are brought or solicitad. Fordham stated that NAACP does net 
solicit Plaintiffse But he did mention the filling in of retainers. 


The comuitiee delved on the f act that plaintiffs had turned dam out of state 
schol:#ships and tried te pin down the fact that "there was an agreement that 


if they took er became plaintiffs, they would not accept such scholarships." 
This was deniede 


Of interest to this observer is the fact that commmications frem National Office 
to Horace Hill, bills fer Attorney and expense fees including phestatic copies ef 
cancelled checks, commmnications to the Attomey General of Florida from Bob Car- 
ter and various other material related to this case was presented as evidencee à 
total of twenty-five or more pieces of evidence were submitted. When Haws stated 
to Attorney Hill that "didn't these letiers come from your files——were'nt they 
in your office? Hill's answer was that he didn't know because he had not given any 
one any permission toscarch his files therefore Haws gnould kno as much about the 
aitienticity of the photestatic copies as he dide* The source of these natipials 
has been question unless they were released by Nationale 


I think that it is interestiw to note that four of the committee members are frog 
counties where Negroes do net vetee Four from the House ef representatives dre 
from more liberal countiese 


The state offered evidence from Texase It appears that an exhaustive study was madd 
of the Texas Case and they apparently following the same procedure heree 


CONCLUSION 


Other persons are being caaled and this representive's name was brought up ;several 
times. It is expected that this hearing may be on for several daySe Newspaper 
clippings are being forwardede 
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REPORT ON FLORIDA LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE § 2 February 5, 1957 i 
TO... “erg Roy Wilkins, Executive Secretary, NAACR 
“` -. Mre Glester Be Current, Director of Branches, NAACP 
Mr. H enry Lee Moen, Public Helations Director, NAACP 
Mr. Thurgood Marshall and Mre Robert Le Carter, Legal Department NAACP 


l: The following is the second report en activities at the hearing now 
being conducted by the $50,000 legislative committee set up by the Florida 
State Legislature to investi;ate "organizations which through their program 
tend to incite violance or whose operations are not to the best interest of the 
majority of Florida's citizcns." (However, Senator Johnson from Gadsgen County 
stated that the full intent was to investigate the NAACP. He introduced the bill 


into the Legislative session and it became law without the signature of Governor 
Leroy Collins)e 


SYNOPSIS 


In Monday's session the following persons appeared: Virgil Hawkins, Horace Hill , 
William Fordham, Edward D. Davis. Testimony taken before the committee had to do 
with the Hawkins case and his trying to open the University of Florida. The com- 
„mittee continued to stick to the question of finances and the possibility of a 
contract existing between the plaintiffs and the NAACP in which the NAACP would 
make remunerations for use of plaintiffs as guinea pigs in such an actione How- 
ever, the committee has not been able to prove thise Plaintiffs, although testi- 
mony has varied and conflicted, have continued to refute this line of interriga- 
tione Substantially no ground was gained to show that NAACP funds were used in 
this case with only one exception. Several checks make payable to Horace Hill 
and drawn on an “ear marked" checking account established by Edward D. Davis and 
Attorney William Ae Fordham and consBting of contributions received as a result 
of solicitations made by Mr. Davis for the University of Florida case ə ‘he 
counsel for the committee also submitted a check drawn en this account for $150 
and made payable to Virgil Hawkins. It was established that the check was a loan 
made to Hawkins and which was to be repaid in sixty daySe The checkwas issued 
some time during June or Jġýly of the past yeare 


TESTIMONY AND WITNESSES CALLED FOR TODAYS HEARING 


Witnesses Called to tastify were; Virgil Hawkins; Oliver Maxie; Edward D. Davis; 
Shirley Wayne Cubtis; Dre Ge Te Wiggins; Edwin F. Norwood; Joh Ce Folson; Georga 
E. Spagna; John Ne Boardman, Johnn Ae Herndon, Leonard D. Speed and Hareld Owens 
(the latter was not present. It is believed that he has been drafted). 


The hearing opened promptly at 9: 30 A.Me with the Chairman Hepresentative Land 
from Orlando calling for order. First to be ealled was Virgil Hawkins. Hawkins 
was questioned about previous bestimony in which he stated that he had made pay- 
ments te Attorney Horace Hill and Alex Akeruane Conflicting testinony had been 
given previously by Oliver Mamie and Edward D. Yavis that the Steering Committee 
had undertaken to raise money to pay court and attorney's expensese Hawkins then 
said in today's hearing that he "had not made direct payments from his pocket but 
that (Hawkins) had made payments to the Steering Committee which in turn had made 
payients to the AvtorneySe Counsel Mark Haws for the State introduced testimony 
which he called exhibit 1, a letter written Alex Akerman by the steering committee 
asking for information. He also read a letter to Attorney General Richard Ervin 
from the late Harry Te Moore in which Mr. Moore stated that "NAACP atterneys would 
again take the case of Hawkins to the Courts and calling fer some sort of amicable 
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settlement in which the State could save much litigation expense and the Negro 
citizens of Florida could leng remember him (Ervin) for his actione" ‘the inter~ 
: Pagation continued with the counsel delving into the finances of Hawkins s his 
private: bank account, the amount of his salary, other sources of income, the 
amount of money his wife made, who she worked for (she is a teacher in Alachua 
County) who did he owe and other related questions, 


Of interest is the answer viven to one question in which Hawkins stated after be- 
ing asked "What did he (Hawkins) mean by debtors began to pressure him after the 

publicity of the University of Florida @ase?" Hawkins answered that "Soon after 
the case broke in 1956, that all of his debtors began to pub pressure en him for 

their moneye "I wish I knew why they did it," he said. "But they even wanted to 
take my automobile." 


The next witness was OLIVER MAZEY, formerly a plaintiff in the case, He is now a 
teacher. He revealed that he first made applicatien to the University of Flerida in 
1942e He made application in 1949 along with some members of a "Business and Pro~ 
fessional Mens Club in Ocala, Florida. He said that on one eccasion they had met 

in Fessendon Acadamy to discuss the case and that members of the "Steering Committee" 
were present but that he could not reniember who they were. He stated that he had 
known Alex Akerman before he went to the Navy and that he had gone te his office te 
Talkwith him. But the payment of money for the case was under taken by the 28 teer- 
ing Committee," Following the testinony by Oliver, he was excused for the rest of 
tne hearing. Oliver is now 42 years olde 


EDWARD D. DAVIS was next to be called to the committee roome He told practically 
the same story as yesterday. However, he added that he did not see why such a 
statement as that which appeared in the newspaper today und which was made by At= 
torney William A. Fordham was madee "As far as I can see," Davis said, "The NAACP 
has nothing to hidee In all of my years of membership and as an officer, I have al- 
ways felt that the Association operated above the board and within strict legal Ines, 
I believe that the NAACP is succumbing to the hysteria created by the Legislature in 
in special session last August ." Mr. Davis stated that he had the complete file on 
the University of Flerida Case and that the Committee was welcomed to inspect ite He 
was commended by Representative Helm for his cooperativenesse 


SHIRLEY WAYNE CURTIS, age 55, Principal of Pinellas County High School. in Cl arwater 
Florida was next called te the sommittee. He stated that he had been teaching in Pie 
nellas County Since 1944- Interrigation of Curtis was around the Flerida State Tea= 
chers Association and its organizational structures Counsel Haws then asked about 
the duties of the Executive Secretary, the signing of checks » the Board of Directors 
and meetings attended by Curtise He asked if any contributions had been made to the 
NAACP during Kis (Curtis's) regime as"part~time" executive secretarye Curtis answered 
that he did not know. 
Q Was the question ef financing the University Case ever brought before the Board 
of directors of the Florida State Teachers Association? 


A Noe The question was never brought before the Board of Directors 
Q: Has that Asm ciation (FSTA) ever given any money to the NAACP? 


A: As I recall, they have given an annual contribution of about $25.00 peryear to 
the National Office and nothing to the State. | 


Q: Did the "Steering Committee" make an appeal for funds for the Hawkins Case? 


A: They made an appeal but there was not any agreement about supporting this case. 
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, $ 
Q:^ As far as you know, the Florida State Teachers Association has not put a d 
inte the University of Florida Case. = : 


A: As far as I knw, noe 
Q: Who sould have the cancelled checks for the FSTAe 
A: Either Ben De Griffin in Tampa or Se Meridith Moseley in Ft. Lauderdale. 


Haws then read a letter from Horace Hill to Robert L. Carter in which Hill asked for 
the Status of the University of Florida Case because he was sure that the Board of 
Directors of the FSTA would want to know. Date of this letter was March 9, 1953. 

He also read another letter from Hill to Garter dated August 6, 1954 in which he told 
that the FSTA had withdrawn all support from the University of Flerida casee 


DR. GARRETT Te WIGGINS was next called to testify before the Committee. He was asked 
atout his length of teaching experience and his educational backgroud. He also was 
asked to tell how long he had been teaching in Floridae He revealed that he was : 
"PRES IDENT OF THE WASHINGTON JUNIOR COLLEGE COLLEGE OF PENSACOLA, ONEY ONE OF ITS KIND 
IN THE STATE." This brought smiles from the Committee, He stated that he was pesi- 
dent of the FSTA from 1952 to 1953. 


Q: Did the qestion ever come before the FSTA to finance the legal fight of Virgil 
Hawkins and the others ? 


fs I am under oath and Iwant to tell the truth. If I had knowm that you were going 
to ask that I would have tried to bring some recordse 


Q: Was an appeal ever made before you or your Board of Directors? 


A: When I took office, there was the committee. Jn the organziation, charitable bo- 
dies send in requests for help. ‘here was a special committee e i do remember 
signing a check to that body or some other borye For example, we don't ask 
what a check or body is going to do with the money. There were checks signed and 
ene was to this’ committee (here it becomes comfusing which committee he meand)e y 


Q: Do you remember whether you signed more then one check to this Comittee? — 


A: If you had told me those things would have been brought up, I'd brought my records 
or what records I could have founde 


This line of questioning continued for some time with Dr. Wiggins continuing to insis$ 
that he new nothing of the Financing of the Casée 


ing 
(PuRSONAL OPINION: ‘The questing/of the next witness could be considered intimidation 
and an example of what can be expected when members of Inter Civic Council are called 
or other faculty members). 
' ra NORWOOD, Faculty mémber of Florida Agzieulture and Mechanical University was 
NOIE: Both Dr. Wiggins and Mr. Curtis stated that they "had never been members of ~ 
the NAACP, did not hold cards now and if the Committee did not believe them 
they could search the membership roles of the NAACP," 
WIGGINS, Garrett T.:--Was instructor at Florida A & M College, later was appointed 
as Instructor at Texas Southern University in Houston. Was hired in Florida 
As princip&a& of Washington Sr. iligh and to head the so called "Jr. College." 
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called before the comuitteee It was established that he has resided in Tallahassee 
for his life time, He has been an instmuctor at the Fla. A & M for seven years and 
he is a member of the FSTA»e he wad asked if he knew several instructors at the Univ- 
ézeity including Dr. Me G. biles, Jr. Eumette Bashful. Names of all instructors who 
had attended Inter Civic Council Meetings were called and he was asked if he had ever 
seen any of them at the meetingsSe 


Q: Has Dre Gore ever held fuculty meetings in which he told you that he didnot approve 
or disapprove fuculty participation in mectings and the doing of these things, giv= 
‘ ing or contributing to the support of the Inter Civic Council and picking up people 


in your private car for the purpose of keeping them from riding on buses in Talla- 
hassee? 


A: Not that I know of. 

Q: Do you think that Dr. Gore approved of your action? 
A: I can't say that he did. 

Q:, Do you think that he disapproved? 


interuption by Senator Johnson: "ur. Chairman, I would like to remind this witness 

I might seem a little repititious here, that he is under oath and that he is testifying 
before a committee of the State of Florida and that he is an employee of the State of 
Floridas I think that he should answer these questions e 


Q: Do you think that you could divorce yourself from the University and its function- 
ing by being seen taking part in such a boycott: 


A: I Doe 


Q: . What was the substance of what Dre Gore told his faculty atout not participating 
in the boycotts . 


A: He said that he didn't think that faculty members should become involved where it 
would affect the Universitye 


‘This line of questioning continued for some time with the comittee and Ex Governor 
Charlie Johns often whispering to euch othere 


The following were excused because Counsel (Francisco Rodriguez was not available 
and would not arrive until Wednesday morning): 

Jon Ce Folson-25,Student, Florida State University (White) 

George E. Spagna, St. Petersburg Student at Fla. State Univ rskpye 

J. Ne Broadman,24, student who was expelled from Fla. State University 

John Ae Herndon, 114 Lincoln St. Tallahassee, Student Fla. A& M Universyty 
Leonard D. Speed, 24, Steudent, Fla. A & M University 

Harold Owens was not presente 


The hearing was adjourned until 10:00 A.M. Wednesday, February ó, 1957 in the Capital 


Submitted by, 7 A 
pert We Saunders 


Field Secretary 
N .A-A-C oF o 
RWS 
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705 E. Harrison Street TAMPA 2, FLORIDA 


Phone 2-8619 
Please Direct Reply To: 


R.V. Saunders 


3377FEB11'57 


February 7, 1957 





Mr oy Wilkins 

Executive Secretary, NAACP 
j 20 West 40th Street 

New York 18, New York 


Dear Sir: 


Thought you would be interested in recent clippings 
while investigating committee is carrying on their 
State Proobe of NAACP officials in Tallahassee. 


Inclosed are clippings of current events from the 
Tampa Morning Tribune of the trial so far this week. 


Yours truly, 


— p — 7 
— — J — 
u I ae ` 
⸗ Hazel Kennon, 
Secretary to Mr. R. We Saunders 


inclosuresg: y 3 | 
. Ne 


“FREE BY °63” 
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FLORIDA STATE COMMITTEE 
OPENS ANTI-NAACP PROBE February 7, 1957 


' TALLAHASSEE, Fla., Feb. 7.--More than a score of witnesses were summoned 


before the Florida State Joint legislative Committee which opened its long heralded 
investigation of the NAACP here this week. The committee was authorized by the state 


Legislature last year with a $50,000 budget to investigate "organizations. ..whose 


operations are not to the best interest of the majority of Florida's citizens." 


During the opening sessions of the hearing, the committee was foiled in 
its attempts to pin a charge of barratry on the NAACP.: In a vain effort to prove 
that the Association solicited plaintiffs for desegregation cases, Committee Counsel 


Mark Haws closely questioned Virgil Hawkins who had sued for admission to the Uni- 
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Press Releases-—Feb, 7 ‘Se 


versity of Florida, 

Horace Hill, William Fordham and Edward D. Davis and others associated 
with the effort to lower the color bar at the university were also questioned by 
committee members aha counsel. Mr. Davis, a former president of the Florida State 
Conference of NAACP Branches, testified that "the NAACP has nothing to hide. I have 


always felt that the Association operated above board and within strict legal lines." 


He offered to make available to the Committee the complete file in the University of 
Florida case. 
The committee also called certain officers and members of the Florida 


State Teachers Association, local NAACP members and officers, and members of the 


faculty of the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical College, as well as white 


Students who challenged bus segregation. 
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Cuass oF SERVICE SYMBOLS 


DL = Day Letter 


WESTERN UNION f= 


TELEGRAM aol raa 


™ Letter Telegram 
W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 
The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARDTIME at point of destination 


WUBO46 29 NL COLLECT: 


=TALLAHASSEE FLO FEB 8: s SEJ 
=ROY WILKINS= 


This is a fast message 
unless its deferred char- 
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 









ELEVEN HOURS RECORDINGS INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE HEARINGS 


(MAILED YOU THIS MORNING COD NUMBER 7207 PER ARRANGE MENT 
WITH ROBERT SAUNDERS. AMOUNT MILLED COVERS ALL FEES AND 


COSTS OF TAPE STOCK: | B Zp : 


=GEORGE THURSTON NEWE=905A.. 





THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 











—— 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CQN 


4 


— — — — 








3957 FEB13'57 
Florida State Conference of Branches 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 


A) ` 


EE 705 E. Harrison Street TAMPA 2, FLORIDA 


—E 

Phone 2-8619 7 
Please Direct Reply To: 

RoW. Saunders 





February 11, 1957 


| Mr. Roy Wilkins 

| Executive Secretary, NAACP 
20 West 40th Street 

New York 18, New York 


| Dear Sir: 
| 





| I have fowarded to Mr. Moon pictures taken at the 
7 hearing in Tallahassee. We will continue to keep you 
abreast on what is happening in this State. 


I went with officials of the Tampa Branch and Dr. 
| A. Leon Lowry, a leading Minister here, to meet with 
| the publisher of the Tampa Morning Tribune to discuss 


desegregation in this City. Full reports will be 
submitted liter. 


Very truly yours, 


ak — e? cece. * 


Bob Saunders, 
Field Secrefary, NAACP 


— 


RWS:hk 


“FREE BY °63” 

















(? 


~# 10--L. to R. Henry Owens, Leonard D. Speed and Johnny Herndon, 





— — — 
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oS 3966 FEB13'57 
CRISIS he 


HENRY L, MOOR 
Pictures from Tallajassee Scene: 


# l---Atty. William A. Fordham, former Florida State Conference WaACP 
President is shown testifying before florida Legislature Interim 
Com ittee in Tallahassee, Florida. Shown are Sgt. Strickland of 
the Investigative staff, Ralph Hawes, Counsel for the Committee and 
Chairman Land, member of committee fonm Orlando, #lorida, 


#2 
Rev. K. S. DuPont, vice president of the Inter Civic Council, leaders 


of the Bus Protest in Tallahassee, Florida. Rev, Dupønt is candidate 


for City Council. ute is opposing a segreszationist. Only iwo Candidates 
are on ‘licket,. 


#% 3 Three of the persons who are taking part in the leadership in Flo- 
Pida's “wight for Freedom." L.e to Re Rev. K. ue Dupont, Dr. Gilbert 
L.e Porter, wxecutive vecretary, Florida State Teachers associavion and 
nev. metz Rollins, treasurer, Inter Civic Council. 


#4 Lb. to Re Dre ile de Williams, secretary inter Civic Vouncil, Rev. 
Netze Rollins and vr. G. nenzie steele, presiaent of the IGC discuss a 
point outside of lorida State Capital builaing, 


#2 henry Owens, student from Hlorida a & uw 
in defiance of wallahassee Seating ordinance, 
"we went signt Seeing." . 


University who rode buses 
daxd Owens to Vomuitiee 


# 6 atty. Prancisco te nOArIgZuUeZ, winter legal Gounsel and one of two 
lawyers presently involved in legal fight to end racial segregation 

on way to Judge Dozier DeVane's Court for hearing on injunction. Order 
to prohibit trial of three youth's (one white) by Vity ot ‘allahassee 
was denied, Judge gave talk on Ubristianity and ordered hearing on 
constitutionality or City's seating law for following week, 


# 7 weonurd D. peed, rla., a & M Student is Snown outside of father's 
Store. store's windows were Stoned by unknown persons, speed also 
rode buses and is yresently being tried in City Vourt. ne is also plain- 
tifr in federal tourt action to outlaw segregated seating in vallahassee, 


2% 8 In vrayer before going to Jadge vowier DeVane's Court. 
led by Dr. C. Kenzie Steele, 


# 9 Three students from Florida A & M who rode buses; Henry Owens, 
Leonard D. Speed and Johnny Herndon. Speed and Herndon are in Federal 


Court as plaintiffs against City of Tallahassee along with one white 


student from Florida_State University. Herndon lost job soon after he 
ogi ied Tallahassee law. 
AL to 


R Johnny Herndon, Loenard D., ~peed and Henry Owens, 


Prayer is 


_# 11~~--United States Post Office where Judge Dozier D. DeVane holds 


Court and where ultimate end of Tallahassee Bus protest may be 
decided, 
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Florida State Conference of Branches 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 


gt 
TAMPA 2, FLORIDA — — 


705 E. Harrison Street 





Phone 2-8619 


on Please Direct Reply To: pm FEB 2557 





ReWe Saunders 


Y Rari * 


February 12, 1957 


Mre Roy Wilkins 

Executive Secretary, NAACP 
20 West 40th Street 

New York 18, New York 

Dear Sir: 


J— »lease find clippings on latest — 
on our Legislative prwobe in Talahassee. 


Will send all details and clippings on same. 


Yours very truly, 


Hazel Kennon, 
Secretary to Mr. Saunders 


inclosure: 


“FREE BY °63” 
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Florida State Conference of Branches 
Natiouat-Association for the Advancement of Colored People 


Paar) 


\ TAMPA 2, FLORIDA PE Ler 
—— Z — 
\ Phone 2-8619 Hr 
X Please Direct Reply To: 


( Rewe Saunders 438y FEB21'57 





A February 20, 1957 


Mr. Roy Wilkins 

Executive Secret ry, NAACP 
20 West 40th Street 

New York 18, New Yark 


Dear Sir: | 


Clippings inctosed on Legislative 


Committee investi- 
cation hearing in Tallahassee, 


Florida for your information. 


lazel Kennon, — 


r gue 


_¥ £. Pe LETT 
A * ZA — eug.. IE Ja . 
wT 


Secretary to Mr. Saunders, 
Fiela Secretary, NAACP 


inclosures:2 


“FREE “BY °63” 
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A SYMBOLS 
4 DL = Day Letter 
NL=Night Letter 
1201 Inte * tional 

ELEGRAM LTeinemalonal 
W. P. MARSHALL, Paaetomnt 

NDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of des~=ation 
———————————— RE OF les 


(55 7 


— ae 
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g tap, an BE SURE 


| wNA 136 19 COLLECT=JM TALLAHASSEE FLO 25 157PME= 
| ROY WILKINS= a 

























‘TWO HOURS RODR IGUEZ TESTIMONY BEFORE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


ON NAANP ACTIVITIES AND ORGANIZATION IN FLORIDA c-0-p 
7255 MAILED TODAY= 


THURDSTON - 












NAANP C=0—D 7255 


THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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Cuass oF SERVICE SYMBOLS 
DL = Day Letter 
NL = Night Letter 
T ELE G RAM 1201 | irele 


W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIOENT 
The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 





Thi- ‘+ “: fast message 
uniess deferred char- 
„acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 









COPY OF TELEGRAM SENT TO: THURGOOD MARSHALL FEBRUARY 25, 1957 


NEED ALL MIAMI NAACP RECORDS MAILED TO YOU IMMEDIATELY FOR FLORIDA 


INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE. REPLY BY RETURN WIRE. 


ATTY. G. E. GRAVES, JRe ` 


t 


THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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=) WESTERN UN'ON = 


TELEGRAM mE 


$ W. P. MARSHALL, PAKLSIOENT 
The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD T- 












"eNA 574 PD= MIAMI FLO 25 936PME= 


PM 10 
‘THURGOOD L MARSHALL= WAC P Hoida Aik 


107 WEST 43 ST= 








NEED ALL MIAMI NUACP RECORDS MAILED TO YOU IMMEDIATELY 
FOR FLORIDA INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE REPLY BY RETURN , 


WIRE= 
G E GRAVES JR: f 
JAS — 


THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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February 26, 1957 
AIRMAIL SPECIAL 


A * 
Mr. William A. Fordham 
Attorney ‘At Law 
14044 Central Avenue 
Tampa 2, Florida 


Dear Bills 
Bob Saunders has sent to me a pink form entitled 
Corporation Report to the Secretary of State of Florida. 7 


I had assumed that you were the agent in the State of 
Florida and just want to make sure before I send the form 
back. It must be signed by the Florida agent too. 


Would you please reply immediately. l 
— 
Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 


RLC: plh 
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Feb. 26, 1957 
.. Revised draft of statement for the Associated Press 
kt is not clear from the newspaper reports just what kind 
$e records were requested of Mr. — by the investigating 
committee. 

Normally, the National Office receives membership lists 
from branches because only the National Office issues member- 
Ship cards. Other records received include legal papers perti- 
nent to cases in which we are involved; annual and occasional 
reports on branch activities; and correspondence with the 
branches. 

The National Office will cheerfully make available to the 
investigating committee upon request any of these records 


concerning Florida except the membership lists 


HLM: mw 
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Cy, 


Draft of statement for the Associated Press 


Rae ane 


‘ It is not clear froa the newspaper reports just what kind 


or ragoras vere requested of Mr, Graves. 

Normally, we receive in the New York office nenbership 
Lists from branches because only the National Office issues 
— cards. We siso receive pertinent legal papers if 
we ar: engaged in any Litigation, Branches also send to the 
Netional office occasional reports on activities and usually 
an annual summary, Naturslly, we have & file of correspondence 


with branches. 


The National Office will cheerfully mako availeble to the 


*8 


— Retk k 


h 


Legislative Committeu upon request any of the records in the 
above-zentioned categories except the names and addresses of 


our menbera.s. 


rw/mas 
2/26/57 
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Feb. 26, 1957 


From A sP Py 


The State Legislative Committee hopes to get its hands on 
Al x Ca 
records of the NAACP Miami branch, 


The Committee was told yesterday that all records of Southeast 
Florida branches "from Palm Beach to Key West" were mailed to 
national headquarters in New York a few days after the committee 
was created. | 

G.E. Graves, Jr., attorney for the NAACP in Miami, said he 
collected the records and mailed them to New York under orders 
from Thurgood Marshall, chief counsel for the national group» 

"He didn't ask, he demanded that I do it," Graves aid in 
reply to a question from committee counsel Mark R. Hawes of 
Tampa. 

Graves agreed to telegraph national headquarters asking that 
the records be returned but he said he did not know whether the 


"holder" would accede to his request. 


mn panto 
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8 Florida State Conference of Branches 


National Association for the Advancement of — 


x 


A a 705 E. Harrison Street TAMPA 2, FLORIDA 
— wf, = Bid Ty ag g Te 
| — 501 MARL '57 
Please Direct Reply To: 2 
— R.W. Saunders 


February 27, 1957 


eh 


4 
Mr. Roy Wil<ins : r? ih 


As E 
Executive Secretary, NAACP o / 
20 West 40th Street 
New York 13, New York 


Dear Sir: 


Please find Clippings taken from today's morning Tribune 
for your interest, 


Sincerely 


eT —— 
2? — —— Pad —— — 
R.W. Saunders 


RWS shk 
enclosures 


“FREE BY °63” 
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Florida State Conference of Branches 
— Faas for the Advancement of Colored People 


TAMPA 2, FLORIDA lr 
~ )- 


> 1h | oe) oe 
RW ay sho? 5 Rowe saunders whey dew 


705 E. Harrison Street 





a a AW Phone 2-8619 
( Please Direct Reply To: 


February 27, 1957 


Mr. Roy wilkins 

uxecutive Secretary, NAACP 
20 West 40th Street 

New York 18, New York 


Dear sir: 


Clippings are inclosed for your information taken 
from Miami Herald , Sunday Feb. 24th and Manday 25th. 


sa a) 
A Z f í — 


R.W. Saunders 


RWS ba hk 
enclosures: 


“FREE BY ’63” 
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| Alorida State Conference of Branches 
4 National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 


TAMPA 2, FLORIDA qat 


v e 


705 E. Horrison Street 





ao ae To: l 4 9 0 b F E B 2 8 57 


Rew. Saunders 


< 


/ 


— < P 
February 27. 3957 — 


Mr. Roy wilkins 

vxecutive secretary, NAACP 
20 West 40th street 

New York 18, New York 


Dear Sir: nw 
. A 
Please find enclosed herewith, clippings from 


Tampa Morning Tribune of news interest in Florida 
and latest happenings in our Florida Legislative 


proobee 
Very. tryfy Yours, 
É. —* ——2— clte — — 
Rew. saunders 
RYS: nk 


énclosures: 2 


“FREE BY ’63” 
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NATIONAL ASSOGIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF._OLORED PEOPLE 
20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 


— LOngacre 3-6890 


— Please direct reply to: a. F 5 9 
—— Robert Saunders — 


705 E. Harrison Street 
~ Tampa 2, Florida 


ATR MAIL SPECIAL. Abe — 
—— —— — 
February 27 


1957 


Mr. Robert L, Carter 
General Counsel, NAACP 
20 West 40th Street 
New York 18, New York 


Dear Bob: 


Bill Fordham has given me your conmunication of February 
26 concerning the agent for the State of Florida and the form 
which I forwarded to you from the Secretary of State's Office, 


Therefore, it remains for the Association to designate such 
a person, — Fordham's name Appeared on the Original application 
merely as the person who Submitted the registration form and the 
fees for such registration. He is no longer president of the 
State Conferen@e and Only serves in the capacity as a member of 
the State Board. — ae 


If I an designated as such agent, I shall be available to 
sign the form upon its completion and return to this office, 


i 
*¢ 


Very truly yours, 


A 


a — — 
Bob Saunders 
Field Secretary l 
NAACP ! 


P.S. The Legislative Committee which has conducted an investiga- 
tion here has turned its Signts on the WCC and the KKK, They 
indicated before adgourning the hearings on the NAACP that 
they would extend an invitation to the National Office to 
have National Officers testify before the committee, 


CC: William A. Fordham 
14044 Central Avenue 
Tampa, Florida 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
LOngacra 3-6890 X 


Please direct reply to: i 
Robert Saunders 


105 E. Harrison Street 
a zi ~ Tampa 2, Florida 


„February 27, 1957 
STRICTLY” CONFIDENTIAL 





— 0 , “ —— ——— ——— — — 


Mre Roy Wilkins os 
Executive Secretary, NAACP 
20 West 40th Street aig 
New York 18, New York 


Dear Sirs: 


In my monthly report to Mr. Curent, I stated that the Legisla- 
tive Committee which is investigating the activities of the Asa 
sociation in Florida had not mentioned making an investigation 
of the Ku Klux Klan or the White Cdtigens Councils in this State, 


However, at this time, I wish to state that although my statement 
in the report was absolutely correct, the committee just last af- 
ternoon, voted to investigate the activities of the Klan and the 
Seaboærd White Citizens Council which happens to be controlled by 
John Kasper and which imported Pred Hockett into Miami to create 
violence, The motion for the investigation was made by a repre- 
sentatige from Dade County(Miami), It was impossible to by pass 
this situation after the event in Miami last Saturday night in 
which Hockett and three other men were Caught red handed attempt- 
ing to place a cross soaked in kerosene on the lawn of Frank Le- 
gree, Negroresident of 1455 NW 55th Street, | 


The committee indicates that it will extend an invis&tion to you 
and other National Officials of the NAACP to appear and testify 

at a future hearing. Just when this hearing will be I cannot say. 
It appears that much pressure and sentiment against the long drawn 
out NAACP investigation wag brought to bare expecially after the 
Miami inċident. Credit must be given to the Tampa Morning Tribune, 
Miami Herald and some other papers (including the St. Petersburg 
Times) which ran editorials on the red herring hunt against the 
Association and the inadvertent attempt of the committee to bypass 
the organizations mentioned in the above paragraphe Representative 
Henry Land, Orlando, stated that the purpose of the investigation 
was not to "outlaw the NAACP but to discover if it had violuted 
any of Florida's laws." I can truthfully say, that the majority 
of opinion from learned sources believe that nothing was proved 
except that some witnesses were nervous or tried to hide there own 
misgivingsSe 


The committee has distracted much from persons like Dr. G., T., Wiggins 
who was described as an individual who differs with the NAACP concern- 
ing the manner in which more progresse He is president of the Pensas 
cola Junior College for Negroes (Uncl#: Tom). A Sam Curtis, princi- 
ple of Clearwater (Pinellas) High School and an individual who was 
responsible for our Brangh folding in that city, also testified be- 











fore the Committee. He stated that during his administration as 
executive secretary of the Florida State Teachers Association, 
no. ioney passed from tht organization to the NAACP or to the 
University of Florida cases Both of these men denied member- 
ship in the Association and said that they had never been mem- 


_ ~erse Wiggins was formerly président of the Teachers group and 


before returning to Florida was employed at the Texas Southern 
Universitye 


Called to testify in Miami were Dr. A.Joseph Reddick, State Con- 
ference president; Rev. Father Tehodove Re Gibson, Miami Branch 
presidenb and State Conference Treasurer; Mrs. Ruth Perry; secre- 
tary of the Miami Branch and also of the St..te Conference; Atty. 
G. E. Graves, at orney for the Miami school eases and bus suits; 
His associate Atty. Edwin Davis; Dr. CG. W Hawkins, past pressdédat 
of the Miami Branch; Richard M. Powell, plaintiff in the school 
suit and official of the Liberty Branch; Lee B. Wright, President 
of the Liberty City Branch; Dr. J. O. Boown, plaintiff and many 

of the signers of the original echool petition. Also called today 
were three employees of the Miami Herald and Fred Hockett, mentioned 
in an earlier pragraph.e 


Concerning the statement made by Atty. GE. Graves, earlier in the 
year, or to be correct, on August 11, the State Board met in Miami 

to discuss the recent sessions of the FPloride Legislative body and 
the laws that it had passede Sensing that an investigation was im- 
minant, the group decided that they would send faue attorneys, Rodri- 
guez, Graves, Davis and Cunningham to eafh Branch in the State for 
the purpose of inspecting mecords and gathering membership fuplicates 
this was done and the forms were placed in various locations out of 
reach of any investigative force. Whether they were sent to New York 
or are in Florida is a military secret. Graves was asked by the Com- 
mittee ifhe had the records to which he replied tht he did note He 
stated that the records had been sant to New York on orders of Thur- 
good Marshall who is special counsel for NAACP. Graves told me that 
as uttorney of record, and since the litigants in the school cases 
were also called as witnesses before the committee, and since the 
cases were still in litigation, he could not be made to give records 
up to the committeee This,he said, was confidential information be- 
tween attorney and plaintiff. Added to this is the fact that the 
Attorney General immediately filed for a rehearing of the Virgil 
Hawkins case (University of Florida) stating that fron “evidance 
gotten by the legislative committee, Hawkins was only an agent of 
the NAACP and never really meant to attend the University of Flos 
rida" (The Florida Court refused to accept additional testimony on 
this issue today). We are of the opinion that the committee is onl} 
using the obtaining of records for the purpose of gaining additiona. 
data to be used in future court tests and especially in the cases 
that are now be fore the courtse In other words, Graves used Thur- 
good as an excuse for stating his real reason for with holding the 
recordse 


I might add, thet since the committee is supposed to make its repor 
to the Legislative body én April, such information as it is getting 
and which is being heard before public hearings is being weighed ca 
fully before witnesses are called to appeare Meetings are held ana 
witnesses are briefed on how to answer. Every witness is given or 
offered counsel by the State Cofiference of Branchese However, we 
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still are running into the problem of some of the people becoming 
conflsed. 


ae The next meeting of the Committee is scheduled for Tampa. We are 
` „preparing the Branches in this area now for this session. We con- 

” template that they will ask questions on "why petitions were signed," 
and if they follow the line that was indic ted in Miami, they will 
try to prove that persons who signed petitions here did not know 
what they were signing. I thihk that they didnot uncover anything 
in either Tallahassee or Miamie 


The work of the committee is not hampering efforts by Branches to 
begin desegregation. The Tampa Branch has started a program to 
develope intér group communication on the subject and is sending 
out well constructed letters feeling out the pulse of white pro- 
fessicnals and ministerse Several replies have been received and 
ministers (white) are beginning to speak oute However, we are 
receiving almost a million dollars worth of publicity, complete 
with television coverage, radio news casts and thousands of lines 
in newspapers at the cost of the tax payer. This is something 
that has really begun to pay off with interest in the Association 
being developed among white as well as Negroesy 


Very truly yours, 


Cl Sede 


cc: Mr. Gloster Be Carrent 
Director of Branches 


Mr. Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 
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TAMPA TRIBUNE DEPLORES TALK 
OF BANNING NAACP IN FLORIDA February 28, 1987 


TAMPA, Fla., Feb.: 28.--The NAACP should not be outlawed in Florida, the 
Tampa Morning Tribune has declared editorially, 

The NAACP in Florida currently is being investigated by a state legis- 
lative committee, and the Tribune editorial points out that "in the aftermath of the 
first sessions, we hear talk again of 'outlawing' the NAACP." 

"This is a patently repressive proposal of dubious constitutionality, and 
the Legislature should discard any such idea," the newspaper asserts.: "It does violence 
to the democratic concept that people may band together for any lawful purpose, whether 
offensive to majority customs or not," 

“The NAACP, unlike the Communist Party, is not trying to overthrow the 
Republic.: Despite its aberrations, and its employment of methods which sometimes 
Severely damage racial relations, the Organization has a right to exist and speak 
out for its objectives." 


The editorial appeared in the?ribune edition of Feb, 9. 
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John Rawls 
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W. C. Hërrell 

J. B. Hopkins FLORIDA LEGISLATIVE INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE 

A. J. Musselman, Jr. Tallahasse 





February 28, 1957 


Messrs. Wilkins, Marshall and Carter 

National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People 

20 West 40 Street 

New York 18, New York 


Gentlemen: 


This investigating Committee which was set up by an act of a Special 
Session of the Florida Legislature in July, 1956, has been conducting 
an inquiry into the activities of your organization in the State of 
Florida. 


This Committee held hearings at the State Capitol in Tallahassee 
February 4-7th, and February 18-19th. Hearings were conducted in 
Miami beginning February 25th. <A number of officials and former 
, officials of your various State Branches testified to the effect 


that virtually all of the Branch records of the NAACP have been re- 
moved from the State of Florida at the d lirection of National Head- 
Quarters. C- ; 


At the hearings in Miami, the Committee suggested that you be asked 
to appear voluntarily before it and bring with you the records of 

our Florida Branches which rave been removed. We offer you the 
opportunity to appear before our Committee at the State Capitol in 
Tallahassee at 10:00 a.m. March ll, 1957, and to bring with you the 
above.ucntioned.peecerds. You will be paid “Wileage and per diem as 
prescribed by Florida State Law. We are fully aware of the fact that 
this request has no legal status, but we believe that if your organi- 
zation is desirous of acting in good faith, your appearance would 
demonstrate this beyond doubt. 


Contrary to what has been reported at various times by the press, this 
Committee was not set up solely to investigate the NAACP or any other 
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Messrs. Wilkins, Mershall and Carter Re February 28, 1957 


22— 


one organization. The act reads as follows: 

l "It shall be the duty of the committee to make as 
Commnlete an investigation as time permits of all 
organizations whose principles or activities include 
a course of conduct on the part of any person or 
group which would constitute violence, or a violation 
of the laws of the State, or would be inimical to 
the well being and orderly pursuit of their personal 
and business activities by the majority of the citizens 
of this state. Such investigations shall be conducted 
with the purpose of reporting to this legislature of 
the activities of such organizations to the end that 
Corrective legislation may be edopted if found necessary 
to correct any abuses against the peace and dignity 
of the state." 


At the hearing in Miami on February 26, # resolution was unanimously 
adopted, specifically condemning acts of violence by any group, either 
white or colored. & copy of this resolution is enclosed. You might 
also be interested to know that this Committee has interrogated Fred 
B. Hockett, one of the white citizens who has made threats of violence 
in the Miami area. 


Your prompt reply will be appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


/s/ Henry W. Land 
Henry W. Land Chairman 


HWL: mw Florida Legislative Investigation 
Special Delivery Committee 
Airméil 


Copied:eeg 
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* RESULUT JN OF THE LEGISLATIVE INVE: -GATING 
COMMITTEE OF THE FLORIDA STATE LEGISLATURE 


WHEREAS, it hes come to the attention of the Legis- 


. lative Investigating Committee of the Florida State Legis- 
‘lature thet residents of other states are coming to Florida 


to agitate and foment racial dissension, and 
WHEREAS, it has been announced that one of the 
leaders of such a movement is a convict, FREDERICK JOHN 


KASPER, and 


WHEREAS, said FREDERICK JOHN KASPER has been known 


' as one of the causes of the terror and destruction of civil 


rights in Clinton, Tennessee, and 

WHEREAS, evidence of "fire and dynamite" has been 
disclosed in the Miami area, and 

WHEREAS, threats of violence and bloodshed have been 
made affecting the lives and property of all our citizens, 
both white and colored; NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATIVE INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE OF 
THE FLORIDA STATE LEGISLATURE: 

That the use of the violence, cross burning, coercion, 
fecr, — violence and threats as tools of solving problems by 
person or persons, group or groups be condemned and that the 
peace and tranquility of our Florida Citizens be preserved at 


ell costs. 
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‘New Legislation caked” 


‘As NAACP Hearings End 


TALLAHASSEE, (UP) — The 
legislative committee inves- 
tigating the Florida NAACP end- 
ed its hearings here yesterday 
and announced it has sufficient 
information to slow-down paid ra- 
cial agitation and suppress ‘‘ad- 
vocates of overthrowing estab- 
lished laws and customs.” 




















in a better understanding the 
problem as well ‘as a slowing 
down of paid agitation. so that 


Segregation’s, struggle re- 
mained in the news yesterday 
as a national Negro figure pre- 
dicted trouble 13 the adminis- 
tration’s Civil Rights bill ig. 
not passed in this session of 
Congress. Here in Florida At- 
torney General Ervin cited 
new evidence in the Virgil 
Hawking case and petitioned 
the Supreme Court that it be 
reported.. Both stories on 
Page 1. 












most entirely —— by ap- 
propriate legislative action.” 

The committee was created by 
the 1956 Legislature to investigate 
any group whose aims are to stir 
up violations of law, but the bill 
was admittedly almed principally | ` 
at the NAACP. The committee 


The committee indicated it will 

sponsor legislation in April to 
strengthen laws against stirring 
up of court litigation or racial said. its purpose “bere was to 
‘violence. It disclosed through show the NAACP and Inter-Civic 
Vice Chairman Dewev Johnson of] ings to date, valuable information| Council violated lay by promoting 
Quincy that the committee “prob-|/has been obtained that will result — 
ably” will also investigate the f — 
Ku Klux Klan and White Citizens 
Councils to see “how far they 
have gone” in promoting violence 
or law violations. 





cae) 
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MORE HEARINGS SET 


The committee has tentatively 
scheduled more hearings Feb.-25 
in Miami. The Tallahassee phase] p 
of the investigation was brought] @ 
to an abrupt halt after Francisco 
Rodriguez, Tampa Negro attoy- 
ney for the state NAACP, volun- 
tarily testified the NAACY spon- 
sored petitions demanding an end 
to segregated schools and stood 
ready to lend legal assistance to 
force desegregation through court 
action. 






All witnesses summoned to ap- 
pear here were released except 
for Robert Saunders, field secre- 
tary for the NAACP, and former}. 
State NAACP President Edward 
D. Davis of Ocala who were told 
to be on call for future hearings. 


` 


— 


Attorney Mark Hawes of Tam- 
pa said Rodriguez’ candid testi- 
mony made .it unnecessary to 
question officers of the local Ne- 
gro Inter-Civic Council who had 
been scheduled to appear yester- 
day to answer questions about 
their part in stirring up the drive 
to desegregate ‘buses here. 


_ Senator Johnson said after the r 
7 hearing at ag a result of hear- | ' 


— ⸗ 





ies 
*. 


[atarin naiinis a anit Dineen è 
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‘MAIN OF 
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ot aranea peatigator-around 
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` and to Ocala to find 


to a hill of beans. 


wachi Harkin 
' of his hedging statements but in the 


- ‘members had hoped 


- statement that the records had been 


- porter state 


<- name, 


` the committee 
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The NAACP Probe 


The Florida legislative committee 


money 
IDA SENTINEL. 

























was given $50,000 to investigate the 
NAACP and it was quite liberal 


with it. 


Aside from paying an at- 
‘torney $1250 a i 


month and. an in- 
-$1000 per month, 
two planes to give 
rip to Tampa 
some records 
won't amount 


— 


it also charted 
one witness a free t 


which, in our opinion, 


How much more. ‘was wasted in 
sommoning around 30 witnesses, in 
sending investigators to banks to 
secure photostatic copies of checks, 
-and in hauling the committee mem- 
bers around, is as yet unknown to 
the public. But we feel the taxpay- 
ers have been taken for a ride. 

The hearing may have hurt Vir- 
because of hia evasive: . 



















and con 


Horace Hill, his attorney, “because 






main it didn’t reveal the NAACP 
to be an outlaw gang, as some 
to find. 

The. testimony ` of William A: 
Fordham, past president of the 
NAACH, was forthright, and his 












sent out of the state was primarily © 


to protect members in rural sections 
from economic reprisals. 










The testimony of Edward D. Dav- 
is, a formef resident of the i 

AACP. and Gilbert Fo t ecre- . 
tary of the ‘3 Gilbert Forse S —* à 
but didn’ 





t reveal them, one re⸗ 
d, as being against me 
objectives of the NAACP, and op- 
posed to the Inter-Civic League of 
Tallahassee. — J 
We felt sorry for the young Florie - 
da A. & M. freshman, who got 50 . 
frightened that he forgot his own , 
and gave unsubstantuated 
testimony that no other witngs§. . 
knew anything about, | 
What puzzled us is the failure of | 
to call: Robert Saun- | 
secretary of the NAACP, and 
cisco ‘Rodriquez, attorney for. 
the NAACP, the two ‘men best 
qualified to talk about the NAACP | 
_in Florida. Both men were present , 
Pilad ta be heard. Hither 


i 
ders, 


` FLORIDA SENTINE 


. faster and more pleasantly by tak- 
ing things easy 
~ manner. 


-leader ~ 


-sense and song j 


n st hni N 


or 






and whites together immediately at 
all costs and those who believe the |: 
Negro will gain his place in society | l 







in an individual | 


“The latter course seemed to bẹ. 
the approach advocated by such 
witnesses as Dr. Gilbert Porter, sec- 
retary of the. Florida teachers; Ed- 
ward D. Davis, ex-president of the 
NAACP, and Dr. G. T. Wiggins, 
president, of. the..Junior . College -at~ 
Pensacola. . : - 


“After a week of the hearings, ob- 
servers came away with the thought 
that the Negroes would achieve 
their goal more rapidly if they be- 
gan following men like Porter, Dav- 
is and Wiggnis ingtead of the Inter- 
Civic League and the NAACP.” — 

We don't think this label fits 
Porter and Davis, whom we know 
well, and possibly not Dr. Wiggins, 
whom we know only as a college 
professor. so 






“Mr. Hardee overlooks one big de- 
tail: The Negro long ago stopped | 
letting other people select his lead- | 
ers. If the white people want to 
damn a Negro and kill his useful- | 
ness, let them praise him as. a ‘safe. 


a, 





This is the old Colonial approach, 
ysed by France, and England for | 
so many generations, of dividing the 
native people and ruling them. 3 


We don’t think Porter and Davis 
want to be classiifed as against the ` 
objectives of the NAACP, or the 
Inter-Civic League, or favor any 
plan which would disobey the law 
of the land which plainly declares 
that Negroes have the right to ride | 
a bus anywhere‘ they.please and to 
attend any school of their choice. 
These rights $ "Negroes of goad é 


















We think the legislature would be 
unwise to consider outlawing the 
NAACP, even: though. this” might . 
soften some of: the frustration’ and ' 
alarm which ggems to afflict some: | 
white citizens,‘ It is not a subver- 
sive organization trying to over- | 
throw the U.S. government, like 
the Communist party,- but acts in 
lawful ways to secure for Negro 
citizens the rights guaraneted to all. : 
citizens by the U. S. Constitution. 


— oe ee 





is am. TE TN rea 


























* .* ` of his hedging statements but in the 
; rain it didn’t reveal the NAACP 
to be an outlaw gang, as some 

; '" "members had hoped to find. 

! The. testimony of Wiliam A. 
, a Fordham, past president of the 
NAAC, was forthright, and his 

~ statement that the records had been 
sent out of the state was primarily 
to protect members in rural sections 
from economic reprisals, 


l The testimony of Edward D. Dav- | citizens by the U.S. Constitution. i 
——— — is, a former president of the ifa. s. a. Te, eee a e se ab ee 
— A ACP, jand Gilbert Porter, secre- . 7 a 
— ‘Me, gs 


— Hunk the legislature would be 
wise to consider outlawing th 
NAACP, even though this might 
soften some of the frustration and T 
alarm which seems to afflict some: | 
white citizens. It iş not a subver- |: 
Sive organization trying to over- 
throw the U. S. government, like 
the Communist party,- but acts in 
lawful ways to secure for Negro 
citizens the rights guaraneted to all. - 
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; to a hill of beans, We don’t think Porter and Davis : 
l How much more. was wasted in re to be classiifed as against the ` 
sommoning around 30 witnesses, in —— — the NAACP, or the 
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tary of the Learner, oe a O. 
but didn’t reveal them, as one re- : 
- porter stated, as being against the : 
objectives of the NAACP, and op- 
posed to the Inter-Civic League of 
Tallahassee. —* 
We felt sorry for the young Flori- 
da A. & M. freshman, who got so 
frightened that he forgot his own 
name, and gave unsubstantuated 
testimony that no other witags 
knew anything about. 
_ What puzzled us is the failure of 
‘the committee to call: Robert Saun- 
ders, secretary of the NAACP, and . 
x .:,.. Francisco ‘Rodriquez, attorney for. 
a ; “© the NAACP, the two ‘men best | 
Ce anata gee OP SS qualified to talk about the NAACP 
ý . . in Florida. Both men were present | 
>. 0 7 È and ‘asked to be heard. Either | 
—— could have settled in ten minutes 
i j all the questions which’ the com-- 
ae iy - mittee wanted to know. ` "^ 





oo i 
We suspect that Mr. Mark Hawes, 
„committee counsel, may not have | 
.. cared to tangle with Rodriquez 
: again, for in his tilt with the young | 
‘ lawyer at the bus trial Mr. Hawes . 
found a‘ sharp-witted and eloquent- 
tongued barrister who knew. his 
', way around, — l ; ee l 
- "We think one white reporter at 
tre scene, Mr. Jim Hardee of. the |. 
Orlando Sentinel; reached the | 
vrong conclusion 'whep he said: | 
“Testimony seemed to divide ‘the | 
_ Negro leaders into two categories— | 
E l ,. those determined to force Negros . 
cof e { A oo a x : 
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INTERPRETATION 





What Did NAA 


By BOB DELANEY 
(Times Bureau) 


TALLAHASSEE — The: joint 
legislative committee set up last 
year to investigate organizations 













whose programs : 





the shadow of a 
doubt, that- the 
NAACP is try- W 
ing to advance ji 
colored people. 
That was one DELANEY 





ake A wd 
- danie whaki) . 


B 





SN 8 BR RRO 
SNE: 
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. | NAACP sponsored and was inji 
`j control of the court action through 


|NAACP, and who told at least 






. seat assignment law continues. Latest action came Friday 
when U.S, Judge Dozier Devane refused to interfere with a 
‘Municipal Court trial‘ of two Negro university students 
charged with violating that law. 













£ the few things on which there complained about Hawes’ tactics, 


days of probing into the NAACP would caution Hawes about it. 
and the Tallahassee Inter-Civic There were also times when the 
Council, which has sparked the|@uestioning went so far afield as 
bus boycott and other integration |t^ Þe downright ludicrous. 
activity here since last May. SENATORS UPSET 


Senate members of the commit- 
e, all of whom come from North 















The committee piled up a great lje 
in an effort to show ‘that thelnonulations, (but where few reg- 
ster and vote) were quite upset 
over the lack of segregated seat- 
ing in the audience and Negroes 


. 


which Virgil Hawkins, Daytona 
Beach, has tried to enter the Uni- 
versity of Florida. Law School 
since 1949, o >o wl 

- But they didn’t question Fran- 
cisco Rodriguez of Tampa, who 
is attorney for the Florida}; 


Capitol Building, - 


a Negro reporter and photograph- 
he press end of the committee 


one corhrhittee. member that he Charley Johns of Starke) was all 





was no disagreement -after. four|Chairman Henry Land said ‘he’ 


mass of evidence. and testimony | Florida counties with large Negro} ii 


using the white rest rooms ip the}. 


* 


They were also disturbed when| 
er sat with white reporters at]. 
table, and one of them (Sen.| 
:| would þe glad fo testify and could | oy ordering him moved had oth. |- 


Sunday, Feb. 10, 1957 z3t. Petersburg Times 9-A 


CP Probers Prove? 


The dispute in, Tallahassee over that city’s new bus | 


he wane Me 


clear up practically all of theler reporters not talked him out! | 
at Rap gee eee i 


questions they spent the weekjor. 





Incidentally, the four House 
STUDENT CONFUSED members of the committee come 


Hawkins and his attorney, Hor-|from some of the most populous 
ace Hill of Daytona Beach, were|Counties in the State (Escambia, 


|probably the poorest witnesses Orange, Broward and Dade) where 


heard, with the possible excep-|P0litics don't. demand quite the 


“Ition’ of Harold Owens,’ a’ Florida | belligerent: attitude: toward the 





A & M freshman who apparently |NAACP and Negroes, in general, 


he made to haye—Hill disbarred 


fused that he didn’t know his own | the: enate ‘committee members. 
name, —— VWVVIA. ATTENDED `“ 
What caused Hawkins and Hill 2 Wi 
to give such contradictory and|tended, Negroes dominating the 
confusing testimony, and to re-| audience, but also by a represen- 
sort to what the committee called | tative of the Governor's Bi-Racial 





devasion and hedging,” was not Commissiop, an investigator from 
“immediately ‘apparent, 


the Governor's office, two repre- 
fram. the..state attor- 

Committee members pointedly|/ney's office, the Tallahassee’ po- 
warned all three of the penalty {lice chief and several of his em- 
for not telling the truth while|ployes, and by a member of the 
under oath, and lawyef members |executive committee of the local 
hinted strongly that ‘an effort. will White Gitizens Councl. 





oat teid 







i ivi The.committee has an appropri- 
pecause of some of his pia ation of $50,000 for: its investiga- 
In the case of Owens, even|tions, 9; 6 < .: l 
though the committee was sof <- i — 
aware of his confusion that they|, No figures. were: available on 
called’ a recess so his attorney|0w much was spent last week 
could try to get him straightened | but as of Jan. 31, the committee 
out, they were quick to accept a|had spent about $14,000, and the 


“|part of his testimony which was|hearjngs will resume Feb. 18. 


‘fof the witnesses during the wee} 


damaging to the Inter-Civic Coun-| a ithough' the committee was set 
cil. . _ Jup to investigate any and all or- 
_ HIS TESTIMONY =| 8anizations, sponsors of the bill 

P f : made it clear they were aiming 
His testimony, unsubstantiated | at the NAACP and the Tallahas- 


by any other witness, was to the] see Inter-Civic Council, and there’ 


effect that an officer of the’ coun- has’ been no indication that they 
cil had promised him that ho plan to Jook into the Ku Klux Klan 
would be given legal aid and alloy any other organizations. 

his expenses paid, if he was ar- — 

rested for testing the new bus| Senator Johnson, vice chairman, 
seat assignment Jaw, and that the 
same officer gave him and the 





would ‘say only, We haven't 


The hearing were well at‘ 


evided the question Thursday and]. 4 


five’ others involved a doljar|looked’ into “any. other. organiza- | 


apiece for bus fare. tions today.” 


Mark Hawes of Tampa, chief One Negro leader summed it 
counsel for the committee at g/up this way, “The Legislature is 
salary of $1,250 a month, cam@|going to do whatever it wants to 
dangerously close’ tostrodding of |do about the NAACP in April any- 
the constitutional rights of somje|way, so it seems a totally un- 
necessary squandering of: $50,000 
of the. taxpayers’ money. 









and at one point, when reporter! 
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inte Apoart W. Saunders 
705 East Harrison Street 
Tampa 2, Florida 


Dear Bob: 


I am planning to go to Miami this Sunday. I will 
use the time there to make certain that our appeals are 
perfected in our cases involving the legislative hearings 
and to at least obtain a rough draft of the brief which I 
will file in those cases, I expect to be staying at the 
Sir John Hotel. So, if you want to get in touch with me, 
you can reacn we there, and if I am not there, through 
Father Gibson or Graves. 


i am interested in the legislative background which 
led to the establishment of the investigating committee. Any 
newspaper reports or statements by members of the legislature 
or Governor or any other official documents of any kind which 
would throw some light on the purposes and the reasons for 
the committee's establishment would be helpful. If you have 
any such information as that available, please get it to me 
during this period. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 
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ATRIA II 
Mrs. Walter Perry 


1664 Meridian Avenue 
ilami Beach, Florida 


Dear Ruth; 


I am Planning to return to Miami on Sunday and Spend 
a few days down there which will be devoted to perfecting our 
appeals in these cases and to doing some work on the brief which 


One urea that I am Particularly interested in exploring 
involves the backcround and history of the establishment of the 
investigating committee, Are there any sources, debates, official 
documents, newspaper stories, ete., which reveal (either by 
official Statements by members of the legislature and speeches 
or statements of the Governor, etc.,) the purposes and reasons 
for the legislation establishiny the investigating committee? 

I am hoping that there is something of thar Nature which would 

Give us the basis of an argunent that the purpose of the committee 

is to destroy the effectiveness of the NAÁ C.P. as an organization, 
and i am hopeful that with your library “esources you might know 
where to direct me, if any material is available at all, 


As I believe I told you when I was down there, one 

thing that we have gained is a reprieve, and we probably will] 
know what the Supreme Court has decided about the case which I 
wrote to you about the last time--the right of a city to discharge 
an employee who asserts constitutional rights before a court or 

na — tisa — I doubt, no matter how fast this thing 
is done, that court action on your appearances before the committee 
will come up before June. 


We learned that the City Attorney had bought copies of 
the record in your case, which information you have, I am sure. 
by this time, but I would suspect that this was merely a routine 


At any rate, I would like to get our brief together 
and filed some time during the week of April 14, This might mean 





, Mrs.,Walter Perry 
that 


June. 
case long before then. 





See you soon. 


| 
| 


rrr eS banas . 
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ihe court might hear argument some time in May or early 
The Supreme Court, I hope, will have decided the other 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 
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Mrs. Walter Perry 
1664 Meridian Avenue 
Miani Beech, Florida 


Dear Ruth: 


Just a note to thank you for your letter of April 7, 
I toc was diseppcinted in not getting back to Miami to see you 
anc Walter again. 


I would appreciate it if you wculd keen those news- 
paper clippings that are pertinent, The brief had not been 
filed when you wrote, in fact, l sent a draft of the brief 
down to Graves about a week later, but I decided nei to in- 
clude any of that materizl in this brief, Ön my next trip 
to Miami, I will co over this materiai that you have to see 
Whit thore is in it tha. we may find use for on a subsequent 
occasicn, 


I possibly wili get dewn to Miami in June and 1°11 
look forward to seeing you and Walter then. 


With kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 
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National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
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orrice or THE SEGRE Vice-President 
1664 MERIDIAN AVENUE, MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 


April 7, 1958 


Mr. Robert L. Carter, General Counsel 
NAACP 

20 W. 40th St. 

New York 18, N.Y, 


Dear Bob: 


I was pleased to hear from you the other day. Yes, 
I knew about our “ity Attorney buying copies of the 
record in my case. 1 heard this from Jack Orr who went 
to talk with him some time aso, and the City Attorney 
told Jack at that time that he was going to buy a copy. 
But as you say, I feel this was a matter of routine (I 
hope!). 


To bring you up to date, at the last Library Board 
meeting, the matter of Ruth Perry vs. the library, City 
of Miami Beach and all maintainers of the status quo was 
not brought up at all. I heard from a Board member a 
few days before the meeting, and she told me that she 
was going to try to see that it was not brought up. 
Thank goodness there are three members on the Board 
who think as we do, and all three, I am happy to say, 
are more than Board Members, they appear to be my 
staunch supporters and friends, For which I am very 
thankful. A 4th member (out of the 7) may be swayed our 
| way, ina pinch, I think. At least right now all seems 
to be quiet, and I do not believe anything will happen 
at all unless there was a possibility of my appearing 
before the Judge to be tried for contempt. If this 
possibility occurs, then we will have to do some fine 
and fancy groundwork. However, until that time, I am 
gathering my strength for future fights. 








I was glad you did not have to make the trip down 
here unnecessarily, however, I must say (in a personal 
way that Walter and I were sorry you did not come. We 
had looked forward to seeing you, and hope that it will 
not be too long before we meet again, Let us hope that 
in the future we can meet some time without the dire 
thought of trying to keep this white renegade out of 
jail! 








bo 
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National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 


MIAMI BRANCH 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
1664 MERIDIAN AVENUE, MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 


0 


I had looked over my files and pulled out all the 
newspaper cl ippings that might be pertinent, but I 
Suess you will not need them now, will you, since 
Mr, Graves has already filed the brief. I have tried 
to keep newspaper clippings on as much material as I 
have roon to Store; and some of them go back to 1954, 
Several Clippings were very good, telling of the 
background of the committee, a statenent by the 1st 
Chairman of the Committee, Mr, Land, several Statements 
by Collins, etc, llowever perhaps they will be useful 
Some other time, There is no doubt in my mind that 
by newspaper Clippings alone, it could be Proved that 
the Committee was formed for no §00d, was up to no 
good, and still is the same, 


Well, I must not take up the time of my Counsel, 
because I expect you to sit at your desk up there and 
devise more and devious ways for us to Pursue down here 
in the lion's den, 


Let me hear from you when you have a Spare moment, 
I will report anything out of the Ordinary, Walter joins 
in best Tegards to you, 


P.S. Oh, by the way, I found out Something interesting 
the other day. One of the Library Board menbers who has 
been very inimical to me and my case, I understand owns 
Slum Property in Miami in the Negro district. There has 
been a series of articles running in the Miami lerald 
about the Slums, and her name was mentioned as one of 
the owners, I dicin't even think of this Possibility, 
but it explains things, doesn't it? Is my face redder 
than usual, because I delivered quite a Scathing xnetxgex 
Teport on slum Conditions in my Column a few,weeks ago! 
If I'm not hung for one thing, I Surely willy for another, 
I'm afraid you are going to be kept busy wit me, 








REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


— — — — — — —— - e= eame — . — — ‘ 


x April 25, 1958 


Mir. kobhert Saunders 
705 East Harrison Street 
Tampa 2, Florida 


Dear Bob: 


Thanks very much for sending me the newspaper 
clippings. I am sure they will prove very helpful, 





4 have received a letter from a Mr. Sanders 
Reed and Mr. Nathaniel Cannon authorizing the NAACP to 
take whatever steps are necessary to end desegregation in 
the schools in Tampa, The fact is, I suppose you sent me 
this information, 


We will see what we can do about it. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
LOngacre 3-6890 


Please direct reply to: 


Robert Saunders 8 6 U Y G r R 1 Ô ; 5 5 
705 E. Harrison Street 
Tampa 2, Florida 





April 9, 1958 


Mre Robert Le Carter 
General Counsel, NAACP 
20 West 40th Street 
New Y ork 18, New York 


Déar Bobs: 


Under separate cover, I have forwarded to you news 
clippings on the subject matter requested by yous How- 
ever, I want to state that I also have sent to the National 
Office additional clippings on what actually happened in the 
sessions of the state legislative body. These clippangs were 
forwarded to Gloster and to Roy and should be in their files. 


Included in the clippings is ond whice quotes a Prentiss 
Pruitt of Jefferson County. Pruitt is no Imger in the state 
legislature. In 1956-57 he was listed in the House of Repre- 
sentatives Journal as the "lobbyist for a group sponsored by 
Mark Hawes." The title was "For legislation in the best in- 
terest of the People of Floridas" I have this some where in 
my fiez but I cannot locate the journal. However, during the 
1957 session, when all of the bills against the NAACP seemed 
doomed, Mark Hawes requested permission to appear in their de- 
fensee The permission was denied because he was registered as 
a lobbyiste ; 


The newly proposed constitution for the state which was 
approved by the special session which met in the Fall of 1957, 
also contains the following section: i 


Article X; Section 8: White and Colored-=»Separate Schools. 


White and Colored Children shall not be taught in the 
same school, but impartial provision shall be made for 
bothe 


This Constitution comes up for popular approval in the Fall of 1958. 


Please let me know if there is other information that you 


mgy desiree 
—E 
aunders 
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` 63RD YEAR—No. 283 | 
Special 
Legislature 
| Adjourns 


One New Race 
Bill, Proposed 
New Constitution 
Approved In 
10-Day Session 


By MARTIN WALDRON 
Tribune Staff Writer 
TALLAHASSEE, Oct. 9.— 

The Florida Legislature ad- 

journed tonight after being em- 
| broiled in a racial stew for 10 
ways. 7 
¿Although it appeared for a 
tite they might legislate 
schools completely out of busi- 
ness, the legislators went home 
with only one new bill—ane 
which would close schools auto- 
matically if federal troops 
moved in. 

This was the bill introduced 
yesterday by Rep. Jim Moody 
of Hillsborough County and 
subsequently adopted. i 

One member of the state 
senate, Harvie J. Belser of 
Bonifay, resigned today in pro- 
test against what he called 
“sutlessness” on the part of 
legislative leaders and Gov, Le- 
Roy Collins.’ ` .--—— - 

Belser said the legislature 
had passed up many opportuni- 
ties to keep Southern traditions 
alive. He predicted pupil as- 
signment laws would be thrown 
out by the courts and Florida 
would end up with integrated 
schools. 

Constitution Approved 

The special session of the 
legislature adjourned at 8:45 
o’clock after rushing through 
a final version of the proposed 
new constitution, which will be 
submitted to the voters of Flor- 
ida in the 1958 general election 
for final approval. 

When adjournment came, the 
senate had several race bills 
affecting public schools on its 
calendar, but supporters did not 
even try to get them adopted; TALLAHASSEE, Oct. 9. (By 
tonight. Staff Writer)— Contrary to the 

Instead, senators spent th€lend, Sen. Harvie J. Belser of 
last few minutes singing Negro| | one Bonifay resigned 
spirituals. lfrom the senate 

Sen. Tom Adams of Orange} i this afternoon in 
Park, one of the staunchest of a white-heat huff. 
the last resort advocates, ex- His sudden 
pressed disappointment that the leaving came in 
legislature adjourned without ‘the midst of a 
adopting stronger measures, ‘committee debate 
——— integration. 

“We must rely now upon the i 
Governor. He has authority to ; sa aie 
close a school if an emergency had just voted 
arises, but the question is: will gainst grafting 
he? : he bill to pro- 

In the Moody bill we have Belser vide for public 
goly if paoia to put on the|.chools to be closed onto a bill 
arn door after the horse has lowing parents to withdraw 


escaped. It will close a school 
when federal troops appear. But —— from integrated 


federal troops will not appear 
until there’ has been violence. The vote was 7-4. 

“I wanted something that} And Belser, seized with a 
could check violence before it|sudden overwhelming rage, said 


(Continued on Page 10, Col. 3) |he no longer would be part of 
tha laciclotiura hanauce it wasn’t 













I 


Bonifay Lawmaker 
Leaves Committee; 


Heads For Home 
















Belser Quits Senate; Says 
Legislature Lacks ‘Guts’ 
To Fight For Segregation 








50 BUSINESS 
FIRMS MAKE 

UNITED FUND 
HONOR ROLL 


United Fund officials yes- 
terday listed 50 Tampa busi- 
ness firms which have already 
been certified for the United 
Fund Hour-A-Month Honor 
Roll. n — 

in order to qualify for the 
Honor Roll, 70 per cent of a 
firm’s employes must donate 
a minimum of one hour each 
month to United Fund. 


More than 300 Tampa firms 
are using the convenient, pay- 
roll deduction, hour-a-month 
plan which employes have 
approved as the easy way to 
contribute their fair share to 
the 1958 United Fund cam- 
paign. 

All 50 firms on the Honor 
Roll were certified for the 
list on the first official day 
of the drive, Monday. 

The first 50, listed in order 
that they reported: 

WTVT 








— 





An a 
bdieli wuuiu Cavoc aciluuls autu- 
matically if federal troops 
moved in. 

This was the bill introduced 
yesterday by Rep. Jim Moody 
of Hillsborough County and 
subsequently adopted. i 

One member of the state 
senate, Harvie J. Belser of 
Bonifay, resigned today in pro- 
‘test against what he called 
“‘gutlessness” on ‘the part of 
legislative leaders and Gov. Lẹ- 
Roy Collins. . | -> 

Belser said the legislature 
had passed up~many opportuni- 
ties to keep Southern traditions 
alive. He predicted pupil as- 
signment laws would be thrown 


*.,Qut by the courts and Florida 


“would end up with integrated 
schools. 

` Constitution Approved 

The special session of the 
legislature adjourned at 8:45 
o’clock after rushing through 
a final version of the proposed 
new constitution, which will be 
submitted to the voters of Flor- 
ida in the 1958 general election 
for final approval. 

When adjournment came, the 
Senate had several race bills 
affecting public schools on its 
calendar, but supporters did not 
even try to get them adopted 
tonight. 

Instead, senators spent the 
last few minutes singing Negro 
spirituals. 

Sen. Tom Adams of Orange 
Park, one of the staunchest of 
the last resort advocates, ex- 
pressed disappointment that the 
legislature adjourned without 
adopting stronger measures 
against integration. 

“We must rely now upon the 
Governor. He has authority to 
close a school if an emergency 
arises, but the question is: will 
he?” 

“In the Moody bill we have 
only a padlock to put on the 
barn door after the horse has 
escaped. It will close a school 
when federal troops appear. But 
federal troops will not appear 
until there’ has been violence. 

“I wanted something 
could check violence before it 


(Continued on Page 10, Col. 3) 
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Quits Senate; Says 


Legislature Lacks ‘Guts’ 
To Fight For Segregation 


Bonifay Lawmaker 
Leaves Committee; 


Heads For Home 


TALLAHASSEE, Oct. 9. (By 
Staff Writer)— Contrary to the 
end, Sen. Harvie J. Belser of 
a Bonifay resigned 
mirom the senate 
this afternoon in 
Ja White-heat huff. 
@ His sudden 
eaving came in 
he midst of a 
committee debate 
over a last resort 
school bill. 

The committee 
had just voted 
gainst grafting 
the bill to pro- 
Belser vide for public 
schools to be closed onto a bill 
allowing parents to withdraw 
children from integrated 
schools. 

The vote was 7-4. 

And Belser, seized with a 
sudden overwhelming rage, said 
he no longer would be part of 
the legislature because it wasn’t 












—— 


standing ‘up for Southern cus-|. 


toms and traditions. | 
“The responsible people don’t 
have the guts to stand up and 
fight for our traditions and that 
goes for the chief executive 
downstairs,” he said. 


“We have had an opportunity 
to try to do something to pre- 
serve our customs,” he told the 
committee. “I find I am on the 
minority side in the legislature. 
I do not care to be any part 
of it. f 

Reference To Collins 


“All I have heard the last 
few days is that the Governor 
will not approve this bill, or 
he will not approve that bill. 

“I don’t care what the chief 
executive downstairs wants.” 

Belser said he had enjoyed 
associating with other senators 
in his brief term. 

“But I cannot go home and 
tell my people we have con- 
scientiously represented them 
when we have passed up the op- 
portunities we have.” 

He rose to his feet, glared at 
a crowd packed around the cor- 
ner where thẹ committee was! 
meeting and started to stalk 
away. 

Sen. Charley E. Johns, who. 
was in the crowd, pushed for- 
ward, and shook his finger at 
Belser. ; 

“I hope that this is in the hea! 


(Continued on Page 10; Col. 1) 
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50 BUSINESS 
FIRMS MAKE | 
UNITED FUND 

HONOR ROLL 


United Fund officials yes- 
terday listed 50 Tampa busi- 
ness firms which have already 
been certified for the United 
Fund Hour-A-Month Honor 
Roll. nee 

ìn order to qualify for the 
Honor Roll, 70 per cent of a 
firm’s employes must donate 
a minimum of one hour each 
month to United Fund. 


More than 300 Tampa firms 
are using the convenient, pay- 
roll deduction, hour-a-month 
plan which employes have 
approved as the easy way to 
contribute their fair share to 
the 1958 United Fund cam- 

aign. : 

All 50 firms on the Honor 
Roll were certified for the 
list on the first official day 
of the drive, Monday. 

The first 50, listed in order 
that they reported: 

WTVT 


Louis Benito Advertising 

Tampa Coal Company 

Tampa Girl Scouts 

Gulf Fertilizer Company 

United Fund Staff 

Exchange National Bank 

R. E. McCarthy & Associates 

Martin Outdoor Advertising . 
Company 1 

Real Estate Title Company 

Acme Finance Company 

Scott Finance Company 

Mutual Finance Company 

B. Marion Reed Company 

Gandy Liquors, Incorporated 

D. G. Daniels, Incorporated 

Phenix Supply Company 

Catholic Charities Bureau 

Florida Grower Press 

Henry Quednau, Incorpor- 
ated 

Joyner Concrete & Septic 
Tank Company. l 

MacDonald Printing Com- 
pany 

Boys Club of Tampa 

G. Ferlita & Sons 

Peninsula State Bank 

Russell S. Bogue & Company 


(Continued on Page 7-B, Col. 4) 
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! 20-A TAMPA, MORNING TRIBUNE, Thursday, October 10, 1957 


Belser Quits Senate; Says 
|Legislature Lacks ‘Guts’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 
of debate,” Johits said. “I want 


‘lyou tq: reconsider. Your people 


,meed you here to heip those of 
us who feel like you do.” 

“No sir, no sir,” said Belser. 

He shoved through the crowd 
‘and made his way to the corri- 
dor, his brown suit fairly 
twitching as he walked. 

At a refreshment stand near 
the senate, he stopped for a cup 
of coffee. When a reporter 
offered to buy it for him, he 
Snapped: “No comment. No 
comment.” 

He paid for the coffee, took 
a sip of it, and said, “I can’t 
stay here anymore where 
people don’t seem to want to try 
to do anything for the people.” 

Takes Coffee Along 

He took his coffee and left. 

Back in the committee, 
astariled members of the edu- 
cation committee pondered for 
@ moment. 

Then Sen. William Gautier of 
New Smyrna said he would 
move that the committee recon- 





— 


sider the refusal to graft the 
last resort bill onto the parent 
option plan. 

The vote was 5-5. 

A tie vote in committee 
means the motion fails, 

Senator Johns, not a member 
of the committee, asked for a 
few minutes indulgence. He said 
he would try to get Belser to 
return and cast a vote or give 
his proxy. 

Johns searched and searched 
and couldn’t find him. 


He called Belser’s hotel and 
was told Belser had checked out 
and was gone. 

That’s Irony” , 

“That’s irony for you,” said 
Sen. L. K. Edwards of Irvine, 
chairman of the committee. “If 
he hadn’t left like that, his mo- 
tion would have passed.” 

The senate already had 
passed the last resort bill, but 
supporters had been unable to 
get the two-thirds vote needed 
to get it in the house. 

If it had been grafted onto 
the parent option plan as an 
amendment, it would have taken 
only a simple majority in the 
house to get it in since the 
house already had passed the 
parent option plan. 

Johns called the highway 
patrol and asked that it stop 
Belser and try to get him ‘to 
return to Tallahassee. 

A patrol car stopped him in 
Quincy, and relayed Johns’ re- 
quest, but Belser told the patrol- 
man he was “fed up” and con- 
tinued on his way. 

The Governor’s office said 
Belser had not submitted a 
formal resignation. 


| 


“|while. maintaining’ a “publie} 


i| transfer their children to 
‘|schools where there was no dis- 
"| order. 





Jing, Senator Carlton chided 
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Special Session Of State 
Legislature Adjourns 


(Continued from Page 1) 


started. We don’t want anyone 
hurt. We can only wait and hope 
now that nothing happens,” he 
said. 

Two key backers of the lasti 
resort bill in the house, Reps.: 
J. Emory Cross of Alachua and 
William Chappell of Marion, 
predicted some form of the bill: 
will be enacted by the legisla-' 
ture, if the push to integrate 
continues. 

Sen. Randolph Hodges of Ce- 
dar Key made a concerted ef- 
fort during the day to gct a 
glorified last resort bill amend- 
ed into Moody's federal troops 
bill. f 

He agreed to let his last re- 
sort amendment go to a special 
education committee, for inclu- 
sion in a parent option plan 
which was pending before the 
senate. . 

The senate committee refused 
to graft the amendment, and 
Belser resigned. 

Sen. Doyle Carlton of Wau- 
chula, led the fight against in- 
cluding the glorified last resort 
in the federal troops bill. 

Carlton said it would mean 
the death of the troops bill since 
Gov. LeRoy Collins certainly 
would veto it. 

The glorified last resort 
would provide that public 
schools could be closed to es- 
cape integration, and could be 
leased to private corporations. 
-It is almost certain that all 
last resort bills would be held 
unconstitutional. 

Amended Again 

The present constitution pro- 
vides that the state must keep 
a public school system, and the 
proposed new constitution was 
amended today back to where 
it also would require it. 

But the new constitution 
would allow the state legisla- 
ture to appropriate money to 
private, non-church schools 












































school system. 

The federal troops bill, 
passed and sent to the gov- 
ernor, would provide that a 
school automatically was closed 
in the event federal troops or 
the federalized National Guard 
was ordered to a school to re- 
store peace or enforce inte- 
gration. 

It would provide that parents 
could request school boards to 


In senate debate this morn- 


hose who voted for the inter- 


This resolution said the U. S. 


| Supreme Court's school integra- : 

‘tion decision was meaningless 

i| so far as Florida wag concerned. | 
td 


mh ONCE 0: 


“What happened?” Carlton 


asked. “I thought it solved all 
‘our problems. Didn't we tell 


the Ú. S. Supreme Court that 
its decision was null and void 


cerned?”. 


position resolution in the), 
{| Spring. 


so far as Florida was con- 


The ee T 


`~ 


ordered tnere, would be a good 
law and probably all that was 
needed. 

“With this, we could extricate 
ourselves from such a position 
as now exists in Arkansas,” he 
said. 

“The last resort bill simply 
should be a last resort bill. 
When you give the people of our 
counties a vehicle or an arm 
whereby they can go and circu- 
late petitions you are giving 
them an instrument whereby 
they can commit educational 
suicide.” 

Says Ptople ‘Reckless’ 

He said people “are reckless 
and careless” in signing peti- 
tions, and ventured to say he 
could get names on a petition 
to burn the state capitol or to 
lynch the most virtuous woman 
in the state. 

Sen. Harry Stratton, of Calla- 


han, who said he yielded to no 


one in the senate jn his position 


as an advocate of segregation, 


said he did not think the last 
resort bill should be grafted on 
to the federal troops bill. 

He said Collins had vetoed 
one last resort bill, and had 
said he would veto this one if 
passed. 

“We are butting our heads 
against a wall,” he said. 

What was the use, he argued, 
in killing Moody’s bill with cer- 
tainty by tacking on the last 
resort. 

In the end, Hodges was swayed 


by the arguments to the extent 


he could see the handwriting 
on the wall. 
Withdraws Request 


He withdrew his request to} 


amend Moody’s bill, and it 


sailed through the senate, 36-1, 
with only Frank Houghton, St. 
Petersburg Republican, voting 


against it. 

Hodges said he would agree 
to send his amendment to the 
education committee for pos- 


sible grafting on the parent op- 


tion plan or a jurors mercy bill. 


This paved the way for Sen- 


ator Belser’s dramatic resigna- 
tion later in the day. 


` 


He said it must not have been 





as effective as its sponsors had 
said it would be. “Else we 
wouldn’t be here with this last | 
resort bill,” he said. 

. Senator Hodges asked if Gov- 
ernor Collins hadn’t written a 
| letter disowning the resolution 
when he mailed it to the other 
47 governors, Supreme Court 
FE Ee — 
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ovuuuis watie there Was no dis- 
'| order. 


In senate debate this morn- 
Jing, Senator Carlton chided 
those who voted for the inter- 
position resolution in the 
Spring. 

This resolution said the U. S. 
Supreme Court's school integra- 
tion decision was meaningless 
so far as Florida was concerned. 
~-—lSelved--_.. -Probloms’ . 

“What happened?” Carlton 
‘asked. “I thought it solved all 
Jour problems. Didn’t we tell 
ithe U. S. Supreme Court that ; 
its decision was null and void 
so far as Florida was con- 
l| cerned?”. À i 

He said it must not have been 
as effective as its sponsors had 
said it would be. “Else we 
wouldn't be here with this last 
resort bill,” he said. 

Senator Hodges asked if Gov- 
ernor Collins hadn’t written a 
letter disowning the resolution 
when he mailed it to the other 
47 governors, Supreme Court 


Other Legislative 


News On Pages 
5A And 7D 


‘|judges, members of Congress 
and so on as directed by the 
legislature. i ; 
‘Glad He Did’ ` 
“Yes,” said Carlton, “and I'm 
glad he did.” 

Hodges said this act by the 
Governor may have helped re- 
duce its effectiveness. 


Carlton said he was sure if 
had. He reminded senators that 
he had warned at the time that 
the interposition resolution 
might backfire, that it might be- 
come the very means for break- 
ing down segregation in Florida 
schools, 


“What happened along these 
lines?” he asked. Then he an- 
swered himself. 


“A Negro parent in Palm 
Beach County took the resolu- 
tion into federal court within 10 
days of its passage and tried to 
get his child entered into white 
schools, citing the resolution as 
proof that Florida was not try- 
ing to obey the U. S. Supreme 
Court’s decision to desegregate 
schools.” — 

Tries to Stop Debate 


Sen. Fred O. Dickinson, of 
‚Palm Beach, who voted for the 
, interposition resolution, tried to 

shut off debate at this point, 
contending Carlton was not talk- 
ing on the question before the 
senate, which was whether to 
admit Hodges’ last resort bill 
as an amendment to Moody’s 
federal troops bill. f 


Carlton then began to speak 
on personal privilege, wanting 
to finish his remarks. 


“Federal..Judge Choate had 
this to say about that marvelous 
legal document that was going 
to solve all our problems,” Carl- 
ton went on. He said: “I believe 
that the interposition resolution 
as passed by the Florida Legis-| 
lature is unconstitutional and it} 
bears the brand of politics, and 
has no place in this court.” 


“And he went on to say all 
the people of Florida hadn't ap- 
; proved it, that the Governor of 

Florida had registered his pro- 
test.” 





— 
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Warns of Pitfalls 

With this history in mind, 
Carlton said, Florida might well 
watch out for pitfalls which 
might be created by hastily-con- 
ceived and ill-advised laws. 

Carlton said Moody’s federal 
troops bill providing for the 
closing of a school if troops are 
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= Revised 


Florida House 
Approves Its 
Combination With 
‘Parent Option’ 


TALLAHASSEE, Oct. 7. (By 
Staff Writer) — The house to- 
night roared its approval of the 
introduction of a bill which 
would allow public schools -to 
be leased to private corpora- 
lions to escape integration, 
© The bill combines selected 
features from the “last resort” 
school bill and the “parent 
option” plan proposed by Polk 
Rep. Ben Will Griffin, Jr. 

A steam-roller, which had 
built up since noon, flattened 
the small opposition to the in- 
troduction of the bill, and when 
a voice vole was taken on the 
introduction, at least 75 repre- 
sentatives voted for it. 

Committee Hearing 

The bill, sponsored by Rep. 
Gordon Frederick of Seminole 
County, will go before the 
house public education commit- 
tee at 9 A.M. tomorrow for a 
public hearing. 

At the same time, the com- 
millee will take up the senate 
version of the last resort school 
bill and the parent option plan, 
the introduction of which was 
approved a short while earlier 
tonight, 

In explaining his bill tonight, 
Frederick said it was milder in 
many ways than the so-called 
last resort bill which the house 
has twice refused to admit, 

For one thing, he said a vote 
to close a school could only fol- 
low a petition by 25 per cent of 
the voters, ‘he last resort bill 
required only 15 per cent of the 
voters to sign a petition. , 

It makes other changes, such, 
as protecting the tenure of 
teachers thrown out of work be-i 
cause of schools being closed, | 
Could Be Leased 

If the public approves such 
closing, the school can be leased 
to a private corporation for 
from one to fiye. years.. .--— 

Parents would have an option 
on whether to seud children to 
a public school in the area or to 
the privately - operated ‘public 
facility. 

Schools would not be the only 
thing affected, . 

_ Other public facilities, includ- 
ing hospitals and swimming 
pools, also could be handled in 
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Rep. Bob Mann of Hillsbor- 


ough s 
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destroy the st 


system. 
“l object to the transfer of 


schools to private operation, 


he said. 

Rep. W. C. Herrell of Dade 
denounced the “parent option” 
plan as “one quick stroke to 
destroy poards of education. 

“We now compel our children 
to go to school and become edu- 
cated,” he said, “If you stup, 
the children pulled out wi 
probably pe the very ones who 
need educating worse.” 

Mrs. Beth Johnson, making 
her first speech on th 
floor since her recent election 
as Orange County representa- 
tive, urged the house to admit}. 
the bill as a compromise. 

Report Pressure 

Many of the legislators re- 
turning from a weekend in their 
home counties reported they 
were under sharp pressure from 
constituents who wanted them 
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ing repeated in Florida. 
Supporters of th 3 
their weight behind 
the new bill, and Rep. Welborn 
iel of Lake County said it 


Rep. J. Emory (Red) Cross of 
‘ Alachua walked the pill around 
the house this afternoon, piek- 
ing up support for it. 
Cross, leader of the last re- 
sort school pill forces, said he 
would not make another attempt 
to get his pill introduced. 
Me said he likes this version 
better. 
, The senate has approved the 
last resort pill, but it probably 
would accept the Frederick ver- 


sion. 
f d C. Petersen of 


Pinellas, ä Republican, intro- 
duced a memorial to Congress| 
urging that a constitutional 
amendment be submitted which 
would permit integration on a 
national or state option pasis. 
“It is imperative that this 
issue be resolved in a peaceful 
manner within our constitu- 
tional framew 
ened resistance, r 
shed be prevented, 


rial said. 
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State PTA ‘Meet May Get 
Into Segregation Fight 


ORLANDO, Nov. 4. (®)— The spired by White Citizens Coun- 


an — at a —— a cils to reverse PTA resolutions 

ongress of Parents - 

ers oneni here tomorrow night, | Passed in 1955 and 1236; urging| 
There is a possibility it will|the state to move “realistically; ' 
erupt into a battle over inte- 
gration before it ends Thurs- 
day night. 

Seyeral delegates have said 

they expect a floor fight in- 








in the integration of schools and 


implementing of the law of the 
land.” 

Segregations also were re- 
ported planning an effort to put 
through a resolution supporting 
separation of the races. 

Convention Platform 

The convention platform, con- 
taining resolutions, will be read 
Wednesday morning and again 
Thursday morning. It will come 
up for adoption after the sec-} v 
ond reading. 4 


Mrs. Ralph Hobbs of Cataulag® 
Ga., vice president of Region 
of the National PTA, will spea; 
at the opening convention ses 
sion tomorrow night. 

The platform plank on inte 
gration consists of one sentence 
asking for “intelligent coopera. 
tion with schools and other gov- 
ernmental authorities in each 
community toward a just solu- 
‘|tion of the complex problem of 
segregation, in the public 
schools.” 

Dr. Henry C. Fox, chairman 
of the platform committee, said 
the plank is in line with the 
PTA general policy of non- 
interference with school admin- 
istrative matters. 


“We take the position that we 
are ready and willing to cooper- 
ate if asked. We don't attempt 
to say what stands should be 
taken,” said Fox, principal of 
Little River Elementary School 
at Miami. 

Send Letters 

White supremacy groups have 
‘Indicated they will try for a 
“plank ‘In ‘favor’ of “maintaining 
segregation. White Citizens! 
Councils groups throughout the 
State have been sending mime- 
ographed letters to PTA 
branches in nearly every city 
urging a solid segregation plat- 
form. 

About 30 parent-teacher 
groups of the 899 in the state 
have made suggestions about 
revising the platform along that 
Hine, Fox said. 

Other proposed planks for 
this year’s convention urge ade- 
quate local funds for public 
schools, development of pro- 
grams suited to abilities of all 
pupils, opposition to unwhole- 
some literature and support of 
the United Nations. 


Oslo Paper Says 
Russia To Send 
Up 125 Rockets 


OSLO, Nov. 4, (”)—Dagbladet 
said today that the Russians 
plan to send up 25 space rockets 
from Franz Josef Land in the 
Arctic, 70 from the central 
region of the Soviet Union, and 
30 from the Soviet Antarctic 
station MIRNY during the In- 
ternational Geophysical Year. 

The paper gave the Russian 
monthly the Soviet Union as the 
source of its information. 

The report said the rockets 
will not carry satellites, but will 
either release parachute-borne 
instruments or just zoom 
through the outer atmosphere 
sending signals as they go. 

The Russian monthly also said . 
the first Russian rockets carry- 
ing living creatures were fired 
six years ago. 

“Each rocket yet launched has 
carried two dogs,” the nos 





said. 
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PT Rejects: 





By HELEN FOREMAN 
Tribune Staff Writer 


ORLANDO, Nov. 6—Argu- 
ment-weary delegates to the 
Florida ‘Congress of Parents 
| and ‘Teachers today defeated an 
| effort to put the organization 
| lon record in favor of segrega- 
tion in public schools. 


The vote, 494 to 445, was the 
first of two necessary to adopt 
the controversial “Item 2” of 
the group’s platform for 1957- 
58 action. A second tally of del- 
egates’ opinions will be taken 
tomorrow morning. 


“Item 2,” as it stands now 
and with all of today’s attempts 
to make it pro-segregation fail- 
ing, avoids even the mention of 
Segregation or integration. It 
‘lealls instead for “cooperation, 

when requested, with school 
and other local officials work- 
ing toward intelligent solutions 
of the problems which face the 
schools.” 

Fight No Surprise 

The floor fight over the racial 
question had been expected 
prior to the convening of this 
34th annual meeting, from del- 
egations urged on by White Cit- 
izens Councils. 

The battlelines formed on two 
Sides: those who wanted a 
Stronger stand for segregation, 
and those who wanted the Con- 
| gress to continue a middle-of- 
: the-road policy without trying 
7 to direct administrative pol- 
icies, l 


Feeling on both sides was ev- 
ident in voting on both “per- 


| ; (Continued on Page 7-B, Col, 3) 
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PTA Rejects Proposal For Stand On Segregation 
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manent” and “957-58” platform morning meeting. Guy, Marianna, who said, “The |tion was effected there. 
planks A small flurry, spearheaded|U. N. is trying to force integra-| Delegates against the plat- 
g by Otis Guy, Marianna, and tion of us. form Item 2 were alternated on 


Dr. Henry,C. Fox, chairman | Dele : th : i 
—* gate Kowolski, Orlando,! The motion to delete support|the public address system with 
Jof. the panom A asking for more study of the|of the the United Naona wee delegates for it. The delegates 
opened this sec — 9 ra — platform, and a change in adop-| voted down by the assembly anq | Wanting to keep Item 2 as writ- 
ing’s program about 11 oc ent| tion procedure, was stilled by the permanent platform was ten included Mrs. Charles 
by stating cas J Pr ed a large majority vote of the|adopted at the first of two|Mitchell, Miami, Mrs. Shipland, 
Papeete — args ga assembly. necessary readings. Winter Park, and others who 
AS year SOE TAG Tipe Doctor Fox read the sections) As microphones were being|S#i4 that the PTA should be a 
| He said the adoption of its|of the permanent platform | adjusted so that delenatee Sonia body of parents working for the 
oroad, general policies of —— separately and they were|be heard more easily, Dr, Fox Weare of their children and 
ng to improve the welfare of|adopted by the group without] said that every opportunity had not one attempting to take over 
children, would obviate the/comment until Item 5 of the|been given the local PTA’s to|?@ministrative duties. 
——— to me a —— section headed, In the Com-|send suggestions to the plat- —— ——— formed a 
Gf the action platform (on whittle N. Dens form committee, to prevent “ill-| immediately became known a 
the debated bcc oY adpearay a _U. N. Debates Also  |considered, last-minute items the Duval y — known as 
> This states that the Florida | being brought before the con- uval motion, Hugh Buerk 
as one which would be adopted | Congress advocates: ‘“Consci-| gress.” of Hillsborough High School, 
only for the year 1957-58. ‘entious support of the United!” He also said: “The Florida Tampa, moved to table Item 
In detailing the procedures to| Nations and its agencies, be- PTA needs to guard its reputa- of the platform and all sub 
be followed in the first read-|lieveing the United Nations to|tion that it always has clean ee motions, 
ing of the platforms he said|be an outstanding instrument/hands, and that he had been|;¢ ‘hie per amentanian said tha 
that all discussion should take|for world peace.” “disturbed by reports of outside| thi S motion were passed any 
place on this, the first read-| Mrs. Beatrice Inman, Jackson- | pressure groups.” b ie ee Item 2 coul 
ing, but that the platforms|ville, moved to delete this item| “Let us be sure we are work- Th taken up only at a later date. 
would have to be voted on|from the permanent platform, | ing for the interests of our chil-| 47° motion was defeated and 


h : debate continued 
twice by the Congress — the!and found supporters in Paul|dren and the PTA organization, : 
— and not for outside groups,” he Instructed by Home PTAs 


aiid ee x oes, Pawong. said 
. a umter County had in- 
— — ri by ties tion structed him to endorse the Du- 
E N em . d e — val motion. Otis Guy, Marianna, 
gates i — se a ie Y-| said he had been instructed that 
s as read, an me-| his group stood for segregation. 
diately. Mrs. Dan Christ, Jack-| Mrs. C. Ww Johnson, Tampa 
pone moved that it be de-]| 3nd Mrs. Phyllis Miller, Miami 
eted and this substituted—that Beach, spoke for a , t 
the congress recommends for mocerate ac- 


study, fact-finding and for pos- non tea nice ae 
sible action: “Intelligent cooper-| ional panic we'll be sorry for.” 
ation with schools and officials| Dy, Foy, chalemancot he plats 
of the State of Florida in each) form committee, stated that the 
community toward maintaining , 


Duval motion “would tie our 
—— the public schools! hands and make it difficult to 


This resolution had been| ™4meuver to do the best things 


passed by the Duval County — for the school situa- 
PTA Oct. 22, Mrs. Christ said. , 
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\that Item 2 as proposed in the 
prepared platform, meant only 
that “we are ready for inte- 
gration.” 

“I am not one of the spitting, 
rock-throwing segregationalists, 
but I feel that the PTA should 
say we are against integration 
once and for all,” she said. 

Mrs. J. L. Stadenmeyer, Jack- 
sonville, said: “We must get out 
of the middle of the road,” and 
quoted from a report on Wash- 
ington, D. 6., schools that she 
said showed lowered health and 
rr ga 


the microphones waiting to 
seize their chance to speak. 
Standing Vote Called 

A show of hands was so close 
that President Mrs. William L, 
Mussett, who had been presid- 
ing over the session, asked for a 
standing count. The Duval mo- 
tion to delete Item 2 and sub- 
stitute the stronger Duval one 
was lost by just 49 votes out 
of 939. 

Amid cries that delegates had 
voted twice, and demands for 
ballot votes, and adjournment 
for lunch the meeting contin- 
ued, 

Another motion, similar to the 
Duval one was proposed by Mrs. 
Ria A. Johnaon, Bunnall, ’ but) 
tatteronty a few speeches, which 
were limited to two minutes 
throughout, a motion to end 
debate was passed and the at- 
ter.tion of the assembly re- 
turned to the original con- 
sideration, which was the adop- 
tion of the action platform 
Item 2. 

A show of hands, about 
one-third opposed, and two- 
thirds in favor of the adoption 
of Item 2, showed that the mod- 
erates of the Parent-Teachers 
Congress had won—at least 
until the second reading and 
voting takes place tomorrow 
morning. 

The permanent platform has 
to be approved by two-thirds 
vote of the congress tomorrow, 
and later to-be ratified by two- 
thirds vote of the 12 state PTA 
districts. 

The action platform will be 
presented item by item to- 
morrow morning, but it can only 
be deleted. In other words, the 
plank on “school problems” as 
accepted today can be dropped 
completely, but not changed. 

The only look of “trouble for 
Thursday came in indications 
that a new tack on the segrega- 
tion problem might be taken 
when the president calls for 
new business tomorrow. 

As for what might happen 
later, only one delegate threat- 
ened on the floor that local 
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community toward maintaining 
segregation in the public schools 
of Florida.” 

This resolution had been 
passed by the Duval County 
PTA Oct. 22, Mrs. Christ said. 
She also expressed the opinion 




























form committee, stated that the 
Duval motion “would tie our 
hands and make it difficult to 
maneuver to do the best things 
possible for the school situa- 
tion.” 

A motion to stop debate was 
finally passed and caught about 
20 delegates lined up behind 
the microphones waiting to 
seize their chance to speak. 

Standing Vote Called 

A show of hands was so close 
that President Mrs. William L. 
Mussett, who had been presid- 
ing over the session, asked for a 
standing count. The Duval mo- 
tion to delete Item 2 and sub- 
stitute the stronger Duval one 
was lost by just 49 votes out 
of 939. 

Amid cries that delegates had 


prepared platform, meant only 

that “we are ready for inte- 

gration.” , 
“I am not one of the spitting, 


but I feel that the PTA should 
say we are against integration 
once and for all,” she said. 
Mrs. J. L. Stadenmeyer, Jack- 
sonville, said: “We must get out 
of the middle of the road,” and 
quoted from a report on Wash- 
ington, D. 6, schools that she 
said showed lowered health and 


ballot votes, and adjournment 
for lunch the meeting contin- 
ued. 

Another motion, similar to the 
Duval one was proposed by Mrs. 
Ria A. Johnson, Bunnell, but 
‘tafteronty a few speeches, which 
were limited to two minutes 
throughout, a motion to end 
debate was passed and the at- 
tertion of the assembly re- 
turned to the original con- 
sideration, which was the adop- 
tion of the action platform 
Item 2. 

A show of hands, about 
one-third opposed, and two- 
thirds in favor of the adoption 
of Item 2, showed that the mod- 
erates of the Parent-Teachers 
Congress had won—at least 
until the second reading and 
voting takes place tomorrow 
morning. 

The permanent platform has 
to be approved by two-thirds 
vote of the congress tomorrow, 
and later to be ratified by two- 
thirds vote of the 12 state PTA 
districts. 

The action platform will be 
presented item by item to- 
morrow morning, but it can only 
be deleted. In other words, the 
plank on “school problems” as 
accepted today can be dropped 
completely, but not changed. 

The only look of trouble for 
Thursday came in indications 
that a new tack on the segrega- 
tion problem might be taken 
when the president calls for 
new business tomorrow, 

As for what might happen 
later, only one delegate threat- 
ened on the floor that local 
PTA’s might withdraw from the 
congress if pro-segregation 
action were not taken, 

Life Memberships Given 

State honorary life member- 
Ships, in recognition of out- 
Standing service to youth and 
children, were presented to 
Mrs. C. Tedrick Barnes, St. 
Petersburg; Mrs. H. Howard 
Kiebler, St. Petersburg; Mrs. J. 
P. Blumhardt, Tampa; Mrs, 
Frances Wakeland, Bradenton, 
and Mrs. Betty McCall, Sara- 
sota. 

Reitz Speaks 

Dr. Wayne Reitz, president of 
the University of Florida, told 
delegates in his speech tonight: 

“Many well-informed people 
are not aware of a crisis in 
higher education in America. 
| “Present enrollment is 3,- 
000,000 students. If the same 
percentage enrollment attends 
in 1970, the number will have 
risen to 6,000,000. 

“In 1970 we will need 200,000 
to 250,000 additional instructors 
in colleges and universities. In 
1970, only 20 per cent of our 
college teachers will possess 
Ph.D.’s, which is a measure of 
the quality of education.” 

He also added that if a choice 
were to be made between teach- 
ing more students, or less stu- 
dents better, he favored teach- 
ing less. 
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Letters to The 
* * ` * 


Segregationists 


BROOKSVILLE—Your news 
coverage of the recent PTA 
Convention in Orlando cor- 
rectly reported the vote to 
amend the action platform, and 
Stressed this as a defeat for 
those favoring Segregation in 
the schools, 

However, you did not include 
the whole story which shows a 
victory, and not a defeat, for 
those opposing any endorsement 
of integration, The basic facts 
are: 

1. In 1955 the Platform 
adopted included an absolute 
endorsement of integration, and 
in 1956 was somewhat similar, 

2. In 1957 the Platform com- 
mittee’s Original action plat- 
form read: “We pledge intelli- 
gent cooperaion with School and 
other governmental authorities 
in each community toward a 
just solution of the complex 
problems of Segregation in the 
public schools,” 

3. Because of opposition at 
this convention, the committee 
changed this Paragraph to read: 
“continuous improvement in our 
publie school system by co- 
operation, when requested, with 
school and other local officials 


working toward intelligent solu- 
tions of the problems which 
face the schools.” 

4. This latter wording in the 
platform was adopted; it was 
absolutely non-committal and 
did not mention integration or 
segregation. So, this was a com- 
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Won PTA Fight 


Letters must bear the writer's 
signed (in ink or pencil) name 
and street address. On specific 
request, name will be withheld 
from publication. Short letters 
will be given preference. The 
Tribune reservos the right to 
shorten all letters to meet 
Space requirements, Letters 
must be written exclusively to 
The Tribune Co, Copies of letters 
directed to someone else are 
not acceptable. 

























plete change from the two pre- 
vious years and was a victory 
for those Opposing any endorse- 
ment of integration this time. 

5. As to the attempt to amend 
this latter version by an en- 
dorsement of segregation, while 
the counted vote showed it 
failed by 49 votes, I am in- 
formed that the true actual vote 
Was just about even, Also affect- 
ing this vote is the fact that 
many delegates though not in 
favor of integration, hesitate to 
vote against any report of the 
platform committee, and the 
vote was not a true expression 
of those opposing or favoring 
segregation. Also it is reported 
that, out of a total vote of about 
940, some 386 delegates were 
from Miami or Dade County, 

The Association of Citizens 
Councils of Florida (of which I 
am an officer), while not ate 
tempting to dictate, did join 
With PTA delegates who Op- 
posed an integration platform 
— and our joint efforts were 
successful, 

SAM C. PEACOCK 
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Collins 
Fighting 
Race Bill 


Governor Acts 

As ‘Last Resort’ 
Bill Passes Senate 
And Gathers More 


Support In House 


— — 


By MARTIN WALDRON 
Tribune Staff Writer 

TALLAHASSEE, Oct. 2.—A. 
second attempt to introduce the 
‘Yast resort” school bill in the 
Florida house will be made to- 
morrow morning. 

Predictions were that the bill 
would pass. 

The senate passed the bill to- 
day by a 31-5 vote, but Gov. 
LeRoy Collins and the state 
school forces immediately 
jumped into action to prevent 
its passage by the house. 

The vote in the house this 
morning was 54-34, four short 

of the 58 needed to ‘introduce it. 

It takes a two-thirds vote to 
introduce legislation in the spe- 
cial session, if the legislation is 
outside the scope of the Gov- 
ernor’s proclamation calling the 
session. 

This session is for constitu- 
tional revision, but as one house 
member said this morning, the 
Governor had better address the 
house again because it has for- 
gotten what it was called for. 


Expect Passage 

The senate’s “last resort” bill 
will come over tomorrow in spe- 
cial messages and by then, its 
supporters ‘expect to have 
enough votes to pass it. 

Governor Collins and school 
lobbyists were locked in a titan- 
tic underground battle against 
the bill and a proposed section 
of the new constitution which 
would: pave the way for closing 
the public school system en- 
tirely. 

A steady stream of represen- 
tatives flowed in and out of the 
Governor’s office much of the 
day as he lined up support. 

Rep. J. W. McAlpin of Hamil- 
ton County, prime-leader of the 
“last resort” bill, said he didn’t 
know it enough votes would be 
for the bill tomorrow to insure 
it would get the two-thirds re- 
quired. 

But other supporters said they 
had eight firm commitments 
in addition to the 54 gathered 
this ‘morning. 

Conference Not Held 

Governor Collins had a tena- 
tative press conference sched- 
uled for noon today, but it was 
canceled after reporters waited |’ 
35 minutes without seeing him. 

Joe Grotegut, assistant to the 
Governor, said no press con- 
ference ever was scheduled, and 
that the Governor would be too 
busy today to arrange one. 

But reporters had understood 
the Governor had one planned 
for noon. 

Race feeling still ran high 
in the legislature today. 

. Frank Marshburn of 
Levy County, said he would in- 
troduce articles of secession 
tomorrow, if he thought they 
would be- approved. 

Sen. James E. (Nick) Connor. 
of ~Brooksville, said ‘he wasn’t 
particularly pleased at what had 
happened at the conference in 
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dle senale passed Une vill tU- 
day by a 31-5 vote, but Gov. 
LeRoy Collins and the state 
school forces immediately 4 
jumped into action to prevent 
its passage by the house. 

The vote in the house this 
morning was 54-34, four short 
of the 58 needed to introduce it. 

* It takes a two-thirds vote to 
introduce legislation in the spe- 
cial session, if the legislation is 
outside the scope of the Gov- 
ernor’s proclamation calling the 
session, 

7 ne This session is -for constitu- 
tional revision, but as one house 
member said this morning, the 

a N Governor had better address the 
— house again because it has for- 
gotten what it was called for, 
Expect Passage 

The senate’s “last resort” bil) 
will come over tomorrow in spe- 
cial messages and by then, its 

‘|supporters expect to have 
enough votes to pass it. 

Ggvernor Collins and school 
lobbyists were locked in a titan- 
tic underground battle against 
the bill and a proposed section 
of the new constitution which 
would pave the way for closing 
the public school system en- 
tirely. 

A steady stream of represen- 
tatives flowed in and out of the 
Governor's office much of the 
day as he lined up support. 

Rep. J. W. McAlpin of Hamil- 
ton County, prime-leader of the 
“last resort” bill, said he didn’t 
know it enough votes would be 
for the bill tomorrow to insure 
it would get the two-thirds re- 
quired. i s 

But other supporters said they 
had eight firm commitments 
in addition to the 54 gathered 
this morning. 


Conference Not Held 


Governor Collins had a tena- 
tative press conference sched- 
uled for noon today, but it was 
canceled after reporters waited |' 
35 minutes without seeing him. 

Joe Grotegut, assistant to the 
Governor, said no press con- 
ference ever was scheduled, and 
that the Governor would be too 
busy today to arrange one. 

But reporters had understood 
the Governor had one planned 
for noon. 

Base. feeling still ran high 
in the legislature today. 

». Frank Marshburn of 
Levy County, said he would in- 
troduce articles of secession 
tomorrow, if he thought they 
would be- approved. 
` Sen. James E. (Nick) Connor 
of Brooksville, said he wasn’t 
| particularly pleased at what had 
happened at the conference in 
: Washington between Southern 
| governors and President Eisen- 
hower. . 


Says Should Report 


He said he thought Governor 
Collins should report on it to, 
the Florida people, saying what 
he had promised Eisenhower, 

The “last resort” bill ap- 
proved by the senate today, 
would allow schools to be 
closed, if 15 percent of the 
registered voters in a school 
area asked for an election, and 
at the election, the proposition 
carried. 

Sen. Randolph Hodges of 
Cedar Key, who sponsored the 

ill in the senate, obtained 

nanimous consent to introduce 
it. He brought it up for final 
Passage with this stater ent: 

“We are faced with the fact 
that we will have the Suprme 
Court order enforced with the 


(Continued on Page 19, Col. 6) 
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— Race Bill 


(Continued from Page 1) 
cold steel of bayonets. Congress- 
man Bob Sikes has predicted: 
that Florida will be next. Let’s 
Pass the bill.” 

Answering a question by Sen. 
Douglas Stenstrom of Sanford, 





proposed change made by the 
senate in the state constitution, 
One Word Change 
` \ The change would substitute 
| “free public education” for 
| . “free public schools” in the edu- 
cation article of the state con- 
stitution. Sen, John Rawls of, 
Marianna, who offered it, said 
it would strengthen the state’s 
hand “if we are ever faced with 
the Little Rock situation.” 

Another constitutional change 
made by the senate would clear 
the way for state universities 
to be operated as private insti- 
tutions. The senate added to 
the provision requiring the 
legislature to provide for insti- 
tutions of higher learning the 
| words “as the: legislature shal] 

| deem proper,” ty 
| The house still has to con- 
| sider the changes in the educa- 
7 tion article passed by the senate. 
| The changes in the proposed 
| new state constitution to allow 
| the state school system to be 
-jabolished were viewed as pri- 
| marily to make such bills as the 
| “last resort” bill constitutional. 
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Voting for the “last resort” 
bill in the senate today were: 
Adams, Barber, Belser, Bishop, 
Boyd, Brackin, Branch, Bronson, 
Cabot, Carraway, Clarke, Con- 
nor, Davis, Dickinson, Edwards, 
Getzen, Hair, Hodges, Jo ns, 
Johnson, Kelly,” Kickliter, 
Knight, Morgan, Neblett, 
Pearce, Pope, Rawls, Rood, 
-|Stenstrom and Stéatfon. 
Against it were Shands, Eaton, 
-_|Gautier, Houghton, Sutton. 

Shands said he was for the 
bill but against it being brought 
up at this session. 

Some of those who voted for 
the bill today were bitter foes 
of it in the regular session of 
the legislature last Spring. 

One of them, Sen. Verle A, 
Pope had a short fillibuster in 
an effort to stall'a vote on it 
in the Spring. 

House Roll Call 

Here is the roll call by which 
the house refused to permit in- 
troduction of the “last resort” 
bill: 










For — Anderson, Arrington, 
Askins, Ayers, Beck, Chaires, 
Chappell, Crews, Cross, Daniel, 
Duncan, J. J. Griffin, Grimes, 
Hathaway, Horne, W. M. Inman, 
Jones, Kimbrough, Lancaster, 
Livingston, Manning, Marsh-' 
burn, Mattox, McAlpin, R. oO. 
Mitchell, Sam Mitchell, Mul- 
drew, O’Neill, Patton, Peacock, 
Peavy, Peeples, Petersen, Put- 
nal, C. A. Roberts, H. W. Rob- 
erts, E. C. Rowell, M. H. Rowell, 
Russ, Shaffer, Sheppard, S. C, 
Smith, C. D. Stewart, E. L, 
Stewart, Stone, Strickland, Sur- 
les, Wadsworth, B. D. Williams, 
J. R. A. Williams, Wise and 
Conner. 

Against — Alexander, Bar- 
tholmew, Beasley, Blank, Car- 
ney, Cleveland, Frederick, Gib- 
bons, B. H. Griffin, Jr. Herrell, 
‘|Hollahan Hopkins, J.. C. Inman, 
Johnson, Karl, Maness, 
Mathews, Moody, Musselman, 
Orr, Porter, Pratt, E. S. Roberts, 
Ryan, Shipp, R. J. Smith, 
Sweeny, Turlington, Usina, Vo- 
celle, Weinstein, Youngberg, 
| Zelmenovitz, 

— — — o 
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BIBLE THOUGHT—Trust ye in the Lord forever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlast- 

ing strength.—Isaiah 26:4.—There are 200,000,000,000 cells in our bodies. They have the power 
to mend wounds and multiply and divide and perform functions we do not even understand. 
An intelligence directs these cells while we are asleep as well as when we are awake. We 
trust the Infinite and the multitudinous tasks that mean life and health. Why should we doubt 











him in any circumstance? 





Wrong Time For Last Resort 


S THE SPARKS from Little Rock 
caught fire in Tallahassee, the Flor- 


ida Senate resurrected this week the’ 


bitterly controversial plan for local op- 
tion on suspending any school or schools 


that may face integration by court de- 
cree. The “Last Resort” bill is back 
before the assembly posing an issue 
first of basic policy, and an equally im- 
portant question of timing. 

With the principle of Last Resort, 
we'had no quarrel last Spring in sup- 
porting Governor Collins’ veto of the 
bill. Nor do we challenge it now. 

But this is not the time to take up 
such drastic legislation. Nor are we 
satisfied that this particular bill has set 
up the right kind of machinery for put- 
ting the principle into practice. 

* * * 
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The objectives of Last Resort in its 
origin were twofold. It was designed to 
provide a safety valve against violence, 
so that a school could close to keep 
blood off the streets. It also was de- 
signed to provide each community with 
a final, desperate choice, if the need 
arose, between integrating its public 
schools or closing them and substituting 
a system of private education. 

The first objective has already been 
gained in Florida, in the 1956 law en- 
abling the Governor to take any con- 
stitutional measure in time of emer- 
gency. The Governor can close a school 
if he wants to, in the same way that 
Governor Collins temporarily suspended 
buses at Tallahassee last year when the 
capital was abroil over the issue of bus 
integration. 

Last Resort still offers the second 
objective—a way of letting each com- 
munity decide if it would take the last 
extreme measure to avoid a schizo- 
phrenic impasse between federal law, as 
now interpreted, and prevailing custom. 

But putting Last Resort to work is 
not nearly so easy as recognizing its 
theory, and the bill put through the 
Senate (so far stopped in the House) 
raises serious questions if the Senate 
has put enough thought into what it is 
doing. 

The bil] in Tallahassee now sets up 
the broad outlines for local option, by 
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Last Resort sponsors, in addition, 
propose a constitutional amendment de- 
claring that the state shall provide a 
system of “free public education,” rather 
than “free public schools”; this is de- 
signed to clarify any constitutional 
question about the Last Resort ma- 
chinery. 

Manifestly, the adoption of such a 
system on any wide scale in Florida 
would prove vastly disruptive to the 
educational system; it would be a Her- 
culean and expensive adjustment. 

How well could private schools meet 
the need if suddenly great numbers of 
children turned up at their doors? 

How would the state school dollar, 
allotted to irresponsible parents, be 
kept out of the barrom and the pari- 


-mutuel window?- -== -= 


These are questions arising offhand 
which we have not seen answered in 
the Legislature. l 


Moreover, the petition requirement 
of 15 per cent to call an election is ob- 
viously too low. The absent mindedness 
of petition signers is notorious; we dare- 
say 15 per cent of parents might sign 
a petition to repeal the law of gravity. 

Yet perhaps the greatest weakness 
in the bill is the broad ground for peti- 
tion and election. On any purported 
threat to the “health, safety and morals,” 
an election could be called threatening 
the local school system. Such a move- 
ment could conceivably be launched 
against a school where a teacher or 
principal had fallen into public dis- 
favor, or upon any rumor of school 
abuses some busybody might circulate. 

* + * 

Finally, the Legislature should re- 
member that. this is a special session 
called for constitutional revision, and 
that no school emergency confronts 
Florida. The diversion of legislative 
attention to the school integration issue 
may impair work on the Constitution, 
and the prospects for effective revision 
are dismal enough already. , 

It is not too early to begin consider- 
ing the machinery for Last Resort, but 
the issue would better await a later 
session when the agenda is not already 
groaning under the weight of constitu- 


a4 











te 
7 


2 RETESET BEE I A TS TIS OILS IT I EASES NED ONT TELL TE TOE R EE TE SEDI EA LENE IN PETE ETA 


Faye i \ REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


S 


BIBLE THOUGHT—Trust ye in the Lord forever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlast- 
ing strength.—Isaiah 26:4.—There are 200,000,000,000 cells in our bodies. They have the power 
to mend wounds and multiply and divide and perform functions we do not even understand, 
An intelligence directs these cells while we are asleep as well as when we are awake. We 
trust the Infinite and the multitudinous tasks that mean life and health. Why should we doubt 


him in any circumstance? 
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Wrong Time For Last Resort 


AS TNE SPARKS from Little Rock 
4S caught fire in Tallahassee, the Flor- 


ida: Senate resurrected this week the 


bitterly controversial plan for local op- 
tion on suspending any school or schools 
that may face integration by court de- 
cree. The “Last Resort” bill is back 
before the assembly posing an issue 
first of basic policy, and an equally im- 
portant question of timing. 

With the principle of Last Resort, 
we'had no quarrel last Spring in sup- 
porting Governor Collins’ veto of the 
bill. Nor do we challenge it now. 

But this is not the time to take up 
such drastic legislation. Nor are we 
satisfied that this particular bill has set 
up the right kind of machinery for put- 
ting the principle into practice. 

The objectives of Last Resort in its 
origin were twofold. It was designed to 
provide a safety valve against violence, 
so that a school could close to keep 
blood off the streets. It also was de- 
signed to provide each community with 
a final, desperate choice, if the nee 
arose, between integrating its public 
schools or closing them and substituting 
a system of private education. 

The first objective has already been 
gained in Florida, in the 1956 law en- 
abling the Governor to take any con- 
stitutional measure in time of emer- 
gency. The Governor can close a school 
if he wants to, in the same way that 
Governor Collins temporarily suspended 
buses at Tallahassee last year when the 
capital was abroil over the issue of bus 
integration. 

Last Resort still offers the second 
objective—a way of letting each com- 
munity decide if it would take the last 
extreme measure to avoid a schizo- 
phrenic impasse between federal law, as 
now interpreted, and prevailing custom. 

But putting Last Resort to work is 
not nearly so easy as recognizing its 
theory, and the bill put through the 
Senate (so far stopped in the House) 
raises serious questions if the Senate 
has put enough thought into what it is 
doing. 

The bill in Tallahassee now sets up 
the broad outlines for local option, by 
district or county, to suspend a school 
or schools on petition of 15 per cent of 
the parents. 

If suspension was the choice, then 
students could be assigned to schools in 
some adjoining district or county, or the 
school board could pay parents direct 
allotments to send their children to a 
private schcol, segregated or integrated 
as they chose. 
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Last Resort sponsors, in addition, 
propose a constitutional amendment de- 
claring that the state shall provide a 
system of “free public education,” rather 
than “free public schools”; this is de- 
signed to clarify any constitutional 
question about the Last Resort ma- 
chinery. 

Manifestly, the adoption of such a 
system on any wide scale in Florida 
would prove vastly disruptive to the 
educational system; it would be a Her- 
culean and expensive adjustment. 

How well could private schools meet 
the need if suddenly great numbers of 
children turned up at their doors? 

How would the state school dollar, 
allotted to irresponsible parents, be 
kept out of the barrom and the pari- 
-mutuel window? = -> - 

These are questions arising offhand 
which we have not seen answered in 
the Legislature. 

Moreover, the petition requirement 
of 15 per cent to call an election is ob- 
viously too low. The absent mindedness 
of petition signers is notorious; we dare- 
say 15 per cent of parents might sign 
a petition to repeal the law of gravity. 

Yet perhaps the greatest weakness 
in the bill is the broad ground for peti- 
tion and election, On any purported 
threat to the “health, safety and morals,” 
an election could be called threatening 
the local school system. Such a move- 
ment could conceivably be launched 
against a school where a teacher or 
principal had fallen into public dis- 
favor, or upon any rumor of school 
abuses some busybody might circulate. 

* * * 

Finally, the Legislature should re- 
member. that. this is a special session 
called for constitutional revision, and 
that no school emergency confronts 
Florida. The diversion of legislative 
attention to the school integration issue 
may impair work on the Constitution, 
and the prospects for effective revision 
are dismal enough already. 

It is not too early to begin consider- 
ing the machinery for Last Resort, but 
the ‘issue would better await a later 
session when the agenda is not already 
groaning under the weight of constitu- 
tional issues. Meantime, sponsors should 
find the answers to critical questions 
about their bill. They have a rough 
blueprint for closing a public school, but 
they have not worked out the specifica- 
tions. Last Resort is designed to meet 
desperate emergency, but under the bill 


now in the Legislature there is good . 


question whether Florida would be 
creating crisis instead of meeting it. 
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Prospective Rivals 


(Continued from Page 1) 


D. Bailey said that from wha 
he had heard about Rawls’ pro- 








''stroy the constitutional man- 
| date to support public educa- 
tion” and that he regarded this 
as a serious matter. . 


“There are a lot of questions 


it seems that it would lead to 
istate financing of private schools 
and eventually would destroy 
our public school system as we 
know it,” Bailey said. 

“If this is the case then 
am unalterably opposed to it.” 

Apparently,. the plan is on 
its way for quick acceptance by 
the legislature, for it is in no 
mood to trifle. $ 


The memorial it adopted to- 
day attacking Eisenhower was 
crystal clear and diamond hard 
in its stand. 


“The legislature of Florida 

. hereby expresses a firm 
belief that the recent action of 
ithe President . . . in inflicting 
military rule upon... the state 
f Arkansas, is a far mae seri- 
us threat to the security of 
he nation and our nstitu- 
ional form of government than 
ny present threaf from 


; I posal “it appears that it will de-: 


about it I would like to ask but | Congress tho withdraw ali funds 


Legislature Eyes Plan To Close Public Schools In New Charter 


: fi 


¢ 
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forced integration of the public|not been adopted by the legis-jsible to prevent federalization,against our people?” Sen 


t schools.” 


“Such troops through exer- 
cise of brute force and with the 
ihigh-handed tactics reminiscent 
of Hitler’s storm troopers, de- 
‘Clared their intention to rule 
the citizenry.” 


! The resolution catled upon 


and appropriations from any 
‘federal military force “directed 
ito occupy any state without ap- 
proval of the governor.” 


It also asked that Congress 
censure Eisenhower, saving if 
the President is permitted to 
ldétermine the method of en- 
iforcing a federal decree .. , 
i“the states will have been de- 
stroyed.” 


The senate constitutional 
amendments committee this 
afternoon adopted without dis- 
senting vote the plan which 
might allow schools to be abol- 
ished. 

; Full implications of such ac- 
tion were not discussed. 

Some school forces said later 
that the word “education” as 
substituted for “public school 
system” would destroy the man- 
date to the legislature to pre- | 
vide for a free school system, 





abroad,” the memorial {said in 


apart. 


Has No Force 


: A memorial does not have the; 
‘force of law, but is an expres- 
sion of sentiment. S 

| The legislature said in the 
document that it “emphatically 
denies” that the President has 
ithe right to “preemptorily use 
‚federal troops ... to compel the 












TALLAHASSEE, Oct. 1—When Florida’s House 
and Senate got together yesterday to hear Gov. LeRoy 
Collins’ special address opening the constitutional re- 
Vision session, seating in the house brought together 
representatives and senators who'll likely be election 
campaign foes next year. These included (top) Sen. 
Doyle E. Carlton, Jr., (left) and Rep. G. W. (Dick) 
Williams, both of Wauchula, and (bottom) Rep. Sam 
Gibbons (left) and Sen. Paul Kickliter, both of Tampa. 
Gibbons has already announced he’ll oppose Kickliter, 
and Williams is expected to seek Carlton’s seat.— 
(Tribune Photos). 


ADVERTISEMENT 


and could open the way for 


State subsidization of church; E 


schools, correspondence courses 
and private schools. ; 
Teachers Might Fight i 


lature. } of state troops as President|Drew Branch of Sumatra 
And third, the voters of the/Eisenhower has done in Arkan- quired. ; 
state have not yet put theirisas to meet the Little Rock in-| “It’s true the President e 
stamp of approval on it. tegration crisis. D do that, and I don't like wh 
It appeared today that the Cites Costs ^ he has done irn Little Rock, bu 
first step might be accomplished “We could have a state mpi-|We do get the use of them 
tomorrow. tia without it being a National State purposes and I don't ti 
The second was somewhat in|Guard if we wanted to pay the wa could afford to support 
doubt with opposition to thejeosts. The state pays only alļêctive, state militia,” Pee 
Proposed apportionment form-/small amount ‘of the cost of sald 
ula picking up steam. © -> Imaintaining the National PE — z 
The third objection mightiGuard,” Sen. B. C. Pearce of | 
never be overcome. : [fast Palatka said. 
There also was some discus-| “I don’t want them (Federal 
sion this afternoon of abolish-|Government) to supply even 
ing the state Nationa) Guard in money if they are going to use 
the new constitution, substitut-|the guard to integrate schools,” 
ing instead a state militia sup- Conner said. 
ported entirely by state funds.) “What js the use of the guard 
Pays 90 Per Cent ff the President can call it into 
At present, the Federal Gov-|federal service and send it 
ernment puts up more than =| 











per cent of the cost of the Flori- 
da National Guard and it can 
be called to federal dut.: at any 
time by the President. 

The senate committee agreed 
to recommend for passage the 
revision article providing for a 
state militia, after discussing 
the advisability of dropping the: 
section which authorizes a Na- 
tional Guard. 

Sen. James E. Conner of 
Brooksville asked if it were pos- 
ae E 








However, there was no indica- | 
tion whether the state’s power- 
ful block of 30,000 school teach- 
ers would fight against estab- 
lishment of such a system. 

In the first place, the pro- 
posed section is not yet in the 


‘enforcement of a queéstionable|proposed new constitution. 


judicial edict requiring the en-| Secondly, the constitution has 








mores 
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‘Communism and race organiza- 
tions in Florida. 


‘Race Group 


Subpoenas 
Witnesses 


: .* By MARTIN WALDRON 

F Tribune Staff Writer 
‘.TALLAHASSEE, Feb. 5. — 
Witnesses were being sub- 
poenaed today for a public hear- 
ing Monday of a special legis- 

lative committee investigating 


The hearing is expected to 
‘delve into Communism, and ad- 
-vance reports were that there 
may be “startling” disclosures. 

The list of witnesses may be 
‘made public tomorrow after 
subpoenas are served. 

t, Johns Won’t Comment 

State Sen. Charley E. Johns' 
‘of Starke, chairman of the com- 
mittee, refused to say what will 
be aired at the hearing. 

: : But there are persistent re- 
‘ports that it will be “red hot.” 
This is the committee, with a 


oe ‘sHghtly different makeup, which 


investigated segregationist John 
‘Kasper and the National Asso- 
‘ciation for the Advancement of 


_ Colored People last year. 


* :The committee may take a 
.cfose look at some professors 
tat the three state universities. 
,Sen. Bart Knight of Blounts- 
town, a member of the commit- 
tee, said last month he wanted 
to investigate reports that some 
college professors were paid 
agitators for the NAACP. 

And Committee Investigator 
R. J. Strickland spent several 
days in Gainesville last month. 

Strickland has been in almost 
every major city in Florida in 
the past three months, with 
‘much of his travel taking him to 
Tampa where he conferred with 
Committee ‘Counsel ' Mark 
Hawes. 

The Tallahassee meeting, first 
public hearing of the commit- 
tee since its reorganization last 
June, probably will last two 


| “days and possibly three. 


* Second Meeting 

A second meeting is sched- 
uled in Miami during the last 
week in February. i 

There has been preliminary 
discussion about having a third 
meeting in Tampa. 

Other members of the com- 
mittee are Sen. Randolph 
Hodges of Cedar Key, Rep. W. 
C. Herrell of Miami Springs, 
Rep. Ben Hill Griffin, Jr., of 
Frostproof, Rep. J. B. Hopkins 
of Pensacola, and Rep. W. G. 


` O'Neill of Ocala.’ 


Charges Attack 


ATHENS, Feb. 5. (Reuters)— 
The Athens news agency said 
today a Turkish destroyer fired 
on a small fleet of Greek fish- 
'ing boats yesterday and arrested 
‘two of them. The agency said 
the boats had been fishing off 
the coast of Lesbos in the 
, Aegean and were ` returning 
home when attacked by the de- 
stroyer. i 


— TERMITES 
SWARMING? 


CALL 
: PROFESSIONAL 


EXTERMINATORS 
3408 E. Broadway, 4-5025 | 
NO MESS 
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Won't Order Troops 


m Little Rock, Saying 
ubus Assurance Weak. 


Efforts To End `. 
Integration 

Crisis Collapse | 

After Conference 
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MEMORIAL BLASTS IKE— 


Section To Allow Abolition 
Of Public Schools May Go 


Into New State Constitution 


TALLAHASSEE, Oct. 1. (By The school “plat“was tons. 
Staff Writer)— A section ceived in a committee meet- 
which might allow abolishing ing this afternoon and is sim 
of public schools in Florida plicity itself. - i 
was being written into a pro- Where the constitution now 
posed new state constitution says: F 
today. ' “The legislature shall pro- 
` The plan was conceived by vide for the establishment, 
senators who were alarmed at maintenance and operation of 
the turn of events in Arkansas a uniform system, of free pub- 
where federal troops were lic schools, and for institu- 
enforcing integration by bay- tions of higher learning.” 
onets. : . _- The proposal would haye 

Racial undertones contin- inserted for the words “pub- 
ued to dominate the special lic schools” the word “edu- 
session of the legislature even cation,” 
as Gov. LeRoy Collins met in Sen. John Rawls of Mari- 
Washington with President anna said such „a section 
Eisenhower in an attempt to would strengthen the state’s 
ease Southern tensions: position in racial disputes 

The legislators, by over- over school integration. 
whelming vote, adopted a res- “More Latitude” 
olution soundly condemning And Sen. Dewey Johnson 


Eisenhower, and charging of Quince 
A y said it would pro- 
l that federal troops in Arkan- vide “more latitude.” 


sas were acting in a manner 
reminiscent of Hitler's storm State School Supt. Thomas 


troopers. _ (Continued on Page 6, Col. 3); 





WASHINGTON, Oct. 1. .(Pì)— 
A plan to solve the Little Rock © 
integration crisis blew up to- 
night with a declaration by 
President Eisenhower that fed- 
eral troops must remain in the 
Arkansas capital.’ J beh as 
“After a day and night of * 
peacemaking efforts which 
seemed on the point of success, 
the President took the position 
that Gov. Orval Faubus had not 
given an ironclad pledge to use 
his full powers to prevent ob- 
struction of school integration 
orders of a federal court. 


Thus federal troops remain 
on the scene and the Arkansas 
National Guard stays under fed- 
eral control. « . , 


In Little Rock, Faubus re- 
tired for the night without issu- 
ing a statement on Eisenhower's 
latest action, and Claude Car- 
penter, an aide, said the gov- 
ernor would not comment until 
tomorrow, when he has a press 
conference scheduled. 

“As Soon as Practicable” 

Four Southern governors had 
helped work out the peace plan 
fn hours of conferences with 
Eisenhower and aides. Under it 
the President agreed to return 
the guard to Faubus and pull 
out federal troops as “soon as p 
practicable,” provided Faubus — 
would pledge not to obstruct 
federal court orders and would 
promise to maintain law and i 
grder.. -+t 
“Shortly thereafter, Faubus 
had issued a statement at Little 
Rock, saying: + 

“I now declare that upon 
withdrawal of federal troops, I 
will again assume full responsi- 
bility, in cooperation with local ; 
authorities, for the maintenance 
— and order, 7S that the 
‘order ‘the | ral courts i : 

: we äg = 


“Never My Intentiop - - -” 


< -The goye,uar also declared, 
‘ap. heen my intention 
ct the orders of the 


federal courts.” When the Nae 
tional Guard ‘was under his di- 
rection he used it to block: ine 
tegration of Little Rock’s Cen» 
tral High School, ordered by a 
— court, but declared his. 
ng purpose w 

mar panee: j — 
ew words in the Faub 
statement at Little Hock. ap. 
parently proved . the stumbling 
gee that blocked the peace 
Gov. Luther Hodges of No 
Carolina, one of the —— 
who helped engineer the peace 
plan, said on NBC television 
late tonight that after the word- 
Jing of Faubus’ proposed state- 

ment had been discussed with ` 
shim by telephone from Washe 
ington, Faubus added the words 
a me” to its concluding sen- 
tence. Thus the sentence ended: 
— orders of the federal 

n E l not be obstructed 

Added Unwittingly? 
This_ evidently was at least 
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TALLAHASSEE, Oct. 1. (By 
Staff Writer)— A section 
which might allow abolishing 
af public schools in Florida 
was being written into a pro- 
posed new state constitution 
today. 

The. plan was conceived by 
senators who were alarmed at 
the turn of events in Arkansas 
where federal troops were 
enforcing integration by bay- 
onets. 


Racial undertones contin- 


ued to dominate the special 
session of the legislature even 

as Gov. LeRoy Collins met in 
‘|? Washington with President 
'Eisenhower in an attempt to 
ease „Southern tensions: 

The legislators, by over- 
whelming vote, adopted a res- 
olution soundly condemning 
Eisenhower, and charging 
that federal troops in Arkan- 
sas were acting in a manner 
reminiscent of Hitler's storm 
troopers, 


The school plan was éon- . 
ceived in a committee meet- 
ing this afternoon and is sim- 
plicity itself. 

Where the constitution now 


Says: 

“The legislature shall pro- 
vide for the establishment, 
maintenance and operation of 
a uniform system, of free pub- 
lic schools, and for institu- 
tions of higher learning.” 

The proposal would have 
inserted for the words “pub- 
lic schools” the word “edu- 
cation.” 

Sen. John Rawls of Mari- 
anna said such a section 
would strengthen the state's 
position in racial disputes 
over school integration. 

“More Latitude” 

And Sen. Dewey Johnson 
of Quincy said it would pro- 
vide “more latitude.” 

State School Supt. Thomas 


(Continued on Page 6, Col. 3): 


‘Arkansas. capital, 


After a day and night of 


peacemaking efforts which 
seemed on the point of success, 
the President took the position 
that Gov. Orval Faubùs had not 
given an ironclad pledge to use 
his full powers to prevent ob- 
struction of school integration 
orders of a federal court. 


Thus federal troops remain 
on the scene and the Arkansas 
National Guard stays under fed- 
eral control. 


In Little Rock, Faubus re- 
tired for the night without issue 
ing a statement on Eisenhower's 
latest action, and Claude Car- 
penter, an aide, said the goy- 
ernor would not comment until 
tomorrow, when he has a press 
conference scheduled. 


“As Soon as Practicable” 


Four Southern governors had 
helped work out the peace plan 
in hours of conferences with 
Eisenhower and aides. Under it 
the President agreed. to return 
the guard to Faubus and pull 
tout federal troops as “soon as 
practicable,” provided Faubus 
would pledge not to obstruct 
federal court orders and would 
promise to maintain law and 
order. 


` Shortly thereafter, Faubus 
had issued a statement at Little 
| Rock, saying: : 

“I now declare that upon 
withdrawal of federal troops, I 
will again assume full responsi- 
bility, in cooperation with local 
authorities, for the maintenance 
of law and order, and that the 













“Never * hd fa e.. -t 
-The ; governor also declared, 
s Tt has never been my intention 
o obstruct the orders of the 
federal courts.” When the Na- 
tional Guard was under his di- 
rection he used it to block: ine 
tegration of Little Rock’s Cen- 
‘tral High School, ordered by a 
ifederal court, but declared his. 
overriding purpose was to keep 
the peace. 

A few words in the Faubus 
statement at Little Rock ap- 
parently proved the stumbling 
block that blocked the peace 
drive. 

Gov. Luther Hodges of North 
Carolina, one of the governors 
who helped engineer the peace 
plan, said on NBC television 
late tonight that after the word- 


ing of Faubus’ proposed state- . 


ment had been discussed with 
him by telephone from Washe 
ington, Faubus added the words 
“by me” to its concluding sen- 
tence. Thus the sentence ended: 
*.. the orders of the federal 
courts will not be obstructed 
by me.” 
Added Unwittingly? 

This evidently was at least 
one of the things which 
prompted Eisenhower to de- 


clare that the Faubus statement — 


was not a pledge to use his full 
powers to prevent obstruction. 
. Governor Hodges said it was 
his opinion and his hope that 
the governor had added the 
words “unwittingly.” 

“I am hopeful the governor 


will straighten this out to every | 


body’s satisfaction,” he said. 


Another of the governors, 


Theodore R. McKeldin of Mary- 
land, said at Annapolis he: was 
at a loss to explain the collapse 
of the peace plan. 

“I thought it was all settled 
when I left the White House 
today,” McKeldin said. 

McKeldin indicated Faubus 


must not have issued the state- — 


ment agreed: upon by the four 
governors and Faubus 
“He (Faubus) in effect rubbed 


| (Continued on Page 8, Col, 1) 
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This-Gusting Weather- 
Partly cloudy and eae warm... 
Windy:- tefay with possible showers 
during the afternoon. Small craft warn- 
ings displayed. 
MIAMI TEMPERATURES WEDNESDAY ` 
.7 a.m. 70 7 pm. 
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- Negro Leader Argues With Probing ——— Over Right to Leave Town 
oes the Rev. Edward T. Graham, with Attorney Tobias Simon, left finally granted permission by State 
Sen. Charley Johns, second from right; Mark Hawes, committee counsel, center ° 


4 Cited for Contempt 
At Probe of NAACP | 


By JOHN B. McDERMOTT 
Herald Political Writer 

‘A Florida legislative inves- 
tigating committee cited four 
persons for contempt Wednes- 
day in Miami during hearings 
attempting to show Communist 
manipulation of the racial ques- 
tion. 

Two women — one aceused 
by the committee of being ‘a 
top Communist organizer here 
4— were cited after refusing to 
testify under oath to anything 
but their names and address 
* "Berthta-Teptow, 253" NES iK G. 





St., was asked — by , for the National Association 
Committee Attorney Mark | for the Advancement of Col- 
Hawes if she was an organizer | ored People, were cited aft- 
and a dues collector for the | er invoking the First Amend- 
Communist Party here. . ment which guarantees | 
Anna Rosenblatt, 608 Euclid| freedom ‘of speech and assem- 
Ave., Miami Beach, was asked |- p 
if she had any Communist af- 
filiation and if she paid ques Popps, a Negro living in Rich- 
to Mra, Teplow. mond Heights, freely admitted | 
"They turned aside. answers he was a Communist from 1946 
to all such questions. to 1950. Under questioning by 


The Rev. Edward’ T. Gra- hit — inad 
















A fifth witness, Louis PA 


aminiates, ang AE.NAACP, n n- > -mtem ee 
Hawes asked repeated ques- 
tions as to whether Popps re- | 
membered seeing any of his 
old Communist associates àt. 
NAACP meetings. 
Popps vagyely recalled that 


a maw hasn Taved 


E. Graves drn attorney 
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Mrs. hans Rosenblatt 


e » » she refused, too 


ToN i jy 
Tts Four Years Later 
But Play’s the Same , 


Mrs. Bertha Teplow 


.». contempt citation 


N 

N 
out legal authority and that 
they should be and are hereby 
discharged.” l 

Two of the witnesses cited 
Wednesday refused to answer 
questions ọn constitutional 
grounds. 


By BERT COLLIER 
Herald Staff Writer 

The curtain went up on a 
familiar scene when the legis- 
lative committee investigating 
alleged .Communist - integra- 
tionist tieups in. the Miami, 
area opened its hearings 
Wednesday. 

So far, the script followed 
closely a similar investigation 
by the Dade Grand Jury in 
1954. The words, and many of 
the characters were the same. 


In the earlier study of ‘al- 
ledged Communist activities 
here, former State Attorney 
George A. Brautigam sum- 
moned about 40 witnesses be- 
fore the Grand Jury and ask- 
ed questions about Red 
affiliations. 


* Most of the witnesses re- 
fused to testify, citing the 
Fifth Amendment on grounds 
of possible self-incrimination. 
Brautigam took’ the recal- 
citrant witnesses before Cir- 
cuit Judge George E. Holt, who 
held them in contempt and 
sentenced each to'a year in 
jail. 

























34th St., was asked if she had 
ever been a state organizer for 
the Communist Party, and Mrs. 
Anna Rosenblatt, 608 Euclid 
Ave., Miami Beach, was asked 
if she had ever paid dues to 
Mrs. Teplow. . 


Both read prepared state- 
ments declining to answer. 


The only difference between 


in 1954, attorneys pointed out, 
was that the present hearing 


than a judicial proceeding. | 


Amuse. 3-7B Horoscope 9D 


t asid Bell 1B Jumble 9D 
The sentences were set aside | Bourke 4B K'bocker 4E 
by the Florida Supreme Court. | Burns 1D Kofoed 8B 
In one group of cases, the court | Class. 8-19C M'y-Go-R'd 6A 
said: Comics 89D Movies 6B 

“The real point for deter- Crane 8D Pennekamp 6A 
mination is whether or not Crosby 8B Filan 10E 
one being investigated for: Crossword 8D Othman 8B 


Deaths 2B, 8C Quick Q’z 8D 
Dunaway 5D Sokolsky 8B 
Editorial 6A Sports 


Communist activities may re- 
fuse to answer questions be- 
cause he fears his answer 
would incriminate him. , 


Gallup © 
Goren 
Graham : 10A Weather . 
Harris 6A Wome 


Those who 


“We are... driven to the 
conclusion that the commitment 
of the (petitioners) was with- 
— —— 


Remodel — Repay with FHA. 
Dade Nat'l Bk. FR 9-2781-Adv. 
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Stak siha Teplow? 2S3 NE 


the present situation and that 


is a legislative inquiry rather 
The Legislature does not car- 


ry out contempt citations, but 
requests action by the courts. 
— — — — e 


Where To Find It 





1-7D 
Financia] 4-7C Thompson 8D 
24E T.V.-R'do 8,9B 
9B Vanderbilt 19E | 

2A 
1-3C, 


ow dine at Fa- 
mous Rest. 671 Wash. Ave.-Adv. 
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old Communist "associates at 
NAACP meetings. 


Popps vagyely recalled that 
he may have — but was unable 
to recall clearly just who was 
at what meeting., 


The committee then recessed 
25 minutes while Hawes and 
several committeemen went be- 
hind a locked, door of an ad- 
joining jury room with the wit- 
ness. Popps did nat return to: 
the stand. : 

Earlier Graham dramatical- 
ly testified that while he would 
refuse to’ answer questions: 
about his NAACP and other 
affiliations, he felt every loyal 
American should take issue 
with any insinuation of being a 
Communist. a 

“No, I have never been a 
member of the Communist Par- | 
ty,” he declared in response to 
a Hawes question. “I don't þe- 
lieve I ever will be. The phil- 
osophies of the Communist Par- 
ty are not what I believe in.” 


Graves, too, departed from . 
his “constitutional” refusals to 
answer questions by announc- 
ing that he is not and has, 
never been a member ofthe | 
Communist Party. 


The contempt citations will 
go to Circuit Court. Refusal to 
answer the questions there — 
unless the court upholds the 
witnesses’ constitutional claims 
— would, mean contempt of 
court, subject to any penalty 
the judge decreed. 7 

“Grahatn and other’ witnesses‘ 
also refused, to give the com- 
mittee records of the NAACP. 
or any other organization. 


Graham won one argument: 
with the committee. It finally 
granted him permission to at- 
tend a church meeting in 
South Carolina until Friday, 
although he is under subpena. 


The three-day hearings be- 
fore the joint Senate-House 
committee opened in a blaze 
of television floodlights and be- 
fore. a capacity crowd in 
a fourth floor courtroom of the 
Dade County Courthouse. ` 

The hearings will be resumed 
at 9:30 a.m. today. f 

Sen, Charley Johns of Starke, 
committee chairman, announced 
that the committee is investi-. 
gating race relations, labor, ed- 
ucation and communism. ` 


Hawes said that while the 
-accent now is on communism 
there is no intent by the com- 
mittee to label any witness a 
Communist because he has 
been subpenaed to testify. ` 


Mrs. Teplow, a ‘brunette in 
Turn to Page 2A Col. 8 


— — — — — ans 

J. H. Witt and party of 10, of 
Stillwater Drive, Miami Beach, 
make rhyme about the Bonfire 
Restaurant: “Eating in an 
environment of delight, where 
good, food and prices are 
right.” Adv, 


` 
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Legislature” 
Opens Constitution — 
Revision Session | 


Eyes Segregation 
Measures, But Will 
Wait Until Collins’ 


Sees Eisenhower ' 











By MARTIN WALDRON 
Tribune Staff Writer 


‘TALLAHASSEE, Sept. 30. — 

The Florida Legislature went 

into special session today to 
revise the state constitution, i 
meanwhile keeping a wary eye * 
cocked on Little Rock. : 

Gov. LeRoy Collins, in a spe- 

cial address, gave the proposed 

new document his blessing, but 

said he wished legislators would 

make a few minor changes in 

the draft proposed by a joint 
senate-house conference come 
mittee. 

Immediately after speaking, 
Collins left for Washington, to 
confer with President Eisen- 
hower on the removal of fed- 
eral troops from Arkansas. 

He made bare mention of the 
trip, or of talk of new Florida 
segregation legislation, in his 
speech, and had a tacit agree- 
ment any racial moves by the 
legislators would await results 
of his conference. 

House, Resolution 

. The agreement didn't. stop a 
resolution condemning use of 
federal troops in Little Rock : 
from hitting the house floor $ 
within minutes after the spes. g 
cial session assembled, however. 
Collins did not make a direct 































as. leaving this afternoon to 
iscuss the Little Rock crisis 


k the President, he said: 
“I i 


our good will, your prayers 
and your cooperation as we 

eek honorable, lawful and 
peaceful solutions to the prob- 
lems arising from decisions of 
the United States Supreme 
Court.” 

Collins,. newly-elected chair- 
man of the Southern Governors’ | 
Conference and generally cone ; 
sidered a mogerate on the inte- . : 
gration issue, said: \ ' ; 

‘National Crisis” - 

“Having American citizens, in 
an American city, driven at the 
point of the bayonets of Ameri- 
can soldiers has indeed been’a 
source of great shock and alarm 
to all of us. This is a time of 
naional crisis just as it is a time 
of crisis in our Southland." 

“Tf, as governor of this state, 
I can make any contribution to ` 
a better understanding, and the 
finding of sound solutions, I re- 
gard it as my duty to the people 
of Florida to do it” . 

There has been considerable 
ijtalk of reviving the so-called 
last resort public school suspen- 
sion bill. Passed by the 1957 
regular legislature but vetoed 
by Collins. It would set up ma- 
chinerv for the people of any 
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Auumedialely aller speaniug, 
Collins left for. Washington, to 
confer with President Eisen- 
hower on the removal of fed- 
eral troops from Arkansas. 

He made bare mention of the 
trip, or of talk of new Florida 
segregation legislation, in his 
speech, and had a tacit agree- 
ment any racial moves by the 
legislators would await results 
of his conference. 

House, Resolution 
. The agreement didn’t. stop a 
resolution condemning use of 
federal troops in Little Rock 
from hitting the house floor 
within minutes after the spes. 
cial session assembled, however. 

Collins did not make a direct 
appeal to the legislators, but 
here was no mistaking his 
ymeaning when; after saying he 

as. leaving this afternoon to 
discuss the Little Rock crisis 
with the President, he said: 

“TL Will. 
your good will, your prayers 
and your cooperation as we 
seek honorable, lawful and 
peaceful solutions to the prob- 
lems arising from decisions of 
the United States Supreme 
Court.” 

Collins,. newly-elected chair- 
man of the Southern Governors’ 
Conference and generally cone 
sidered a moderate on the inte- 
gration issue, said: ` 

` “National Crisis” - 

“Having American citizens, in 
an American city, driven at the 
point of the þayonets of Ameri- 
can soldiers has indeed been a 
source of great shock and alarm 
to all of us. This is a time of 
naional crisis just as it is a time 
of crisis in our Southland. ~ 

“If, as governor of this state, 




















a better understanding, and the 
finding of sound solutions, I re» 
gard it as my duty to the people 
of Florida to, do it.” 

There has been considerable 
talk of reviving the so-called 
last resort public school suspen- 
sion bill. Passed by the 1957 
regular legislature but vetoed 
by Collins. It would set up ma- 
chinery for the people of any 
area to vote suspension of their 
schools if faced with no alterna- 
tive to integration. State funds 
‘would be allocated to provide 
private school education. 


Cedar Key and H. H. Hair of 
Live Oak all ‘agreed, prior to. 
hearing Collins, that any effort 
to revive the last. resort bill or 
other drastic anti-integration 
legislation would await the res 
sult of the Washington meeting. 
The three are among the strong- 
est segregationists in the senate., 
Await Developments i 
Rep. William V. Chappell, Jr., 
of Marion County, who steered 
the last resort bill through the 
house during the regular ses- 
sion, said he also would await 
developments in Washington, 
Hodges made it plain. he 
thought the last resort bill 
should be adopted, but said he 
was willing tô wait “as a cour- 
tesy to the Governor to see if 
the President will dapt a rea- 
sonable attitude toward the 
South.” 


I can make any contribution to — 


N 


— 


| Sens. Charley E. Johns of 
Starke "W" Randolph Hodges” of — 


Of the: new constitution, ad- l 


mittedly, said Collins, the re» 
apportionment section is not the 
best in the world, hut said it 
was probably the only one which 
could be passed. 

It calls for 45 senators and 
114 representatives, and if 


(Continued on Page 9, Col. 2) 
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-^ In the first days of the special leg- 
islative session a number of signs 
pointed to prompt passage of stringent 
anti-integration measures, even though 
the call for the meeting was limited by 
Governor Collins to Constitution revi- 
sion. 

Now the legislators have returned to 
their homes. They wrote into law only 
one bill that is designed to prevent a 
Little Rock in Florida. It is the measure 
introduced by Rep. Jim Moody of Hills- 
borough County which provides for 
automatic closing of any public school 
in event federal troops move onto the 
school ‘property or in the vicinity, to 
enforce an integration order. 

Wiped out by adjournment was the 
last resort bill, which cleared the Sen- 
ate early in the special session but 
could not muster the necessary margin 
in the House. Death blows were also 
given to the so-called parent option bill 
to permit a county school board to al- 
low withdrawal of a child from an inte- 


grated school upon petition of a parent. 
and the “jury mercy” bill to permit 
— J 


Jf i. Wise Actions On Race 


ae 
Bills 
jury trials for persons accused of violat- 
ing the compulsory school attendance 
law. 

Some individuals may say the 1957 
special session will be noted more for 
what it failed to adopt in the way of 
race bills rather than the measure it 
approved to keep Southern traditions 
alive. Perhaps that is the correct and 
will be the lasting judgment. 

At the same time, we think there is 


a definite place for the Moody bill. It. 
provides a way out and answers the de- 
mands of many ‘citizens who have ex-. 


pressed abhorrence over the use of fed- 
eral troops and unsheathed bayonets in 
Little Rock to enforce a court order. It 


_assures that a parent will not be pen- 


alized under the compulsory attendance 





law and also bars any loss of state |i 


school funds to a county. 


. The really important things, how- - 


ever, are that the Legislature agreed 
not to fatally weaken the pupil assign- 
ment law now on the books and decided 
the time has not yet arrived for a last 
resort bill. a 
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‘Council Speaker Challenges 
Critic to Disprove ‘Facts’ - 


\ app est 
the sh noral and intellectual {liar as “one addicted lo ` falst- 
tone of a letter written by a cer- hood.” Let us examine some of 
tain Mr. Sam Green in the News- jth estatements of the speakers at 
Journal issue of Sunday, October this meeling to determine if they 
14, about the speakers and the jare falsehoods or facts. 
audience of a recent White Citi-; As one of the speakers I will 
zens Council meeting, presents an take the liberty of examining my 
a interesting study in human psy-jown statements first. Many — 
chology. It is a psychological these statements were repeater 
fact that we generally see in oth-|by Dr. Grant in a slightly difter- 
ers our own reflection, and con- ent form: p 
l demn in others those qualities| 1) That the federal government 
: about Which we have a guilt com- and the United States Supreme 
plex., 


Court have greatly extended thei 
p| Mr. Green states that he attend- 


powers and infringed upon thi 
led a meeting of the White Citi- rights of the states and the rights 
Mans Council at which Dr Hugh of individuals beyond the inten 
l ; — ooa S he framers of th 
Ñ G. Grant was the principal speak- and purpose of the amers Sr 
er, with an ‘‘open mind in order Constitution. This process becam 
to learn something about the or- greatly accelerated alter the Civ) 
ganization.” Considering the tenor 



















gy 


War and reucned, new ‘heights ‘ 
of Mr. Green's letter that slate- cynical a oe 
ment is debatable. Certainly his New ee i on, — tae ares 
‘letter to the News-Journal did|velt anc —— Renan 
not -retlect the altitude of an ob- Bra ar Pade en rer 
‘ljective seeker after facts. 2) That the framers gor 
j | {stitution organized a federal rt 
For Mr. Green's and general in- public and not a democracy i 
tormation I would state tnat the Eero states rien 
; ii : order to safeguard states! MER 
White Citizens Councils as orga-|and individuals’ rights. 
nized all over the South and, in 3) That to protect slates’ right 
tain ae eae and individuals’ rights the frame: 
[he separi aces us % . 2 3 — (ogb 
means to continue the good race uf the United States Constitubie 
relationship existing between added the Tenth Amentnel 
Ilichites oh Ne —— rior to the which declares that “tne powa 
decision of the United States Su- not delegated to. Whe SE chibi 
reme Court abolishing segrega- by the Constitution nor. prohibite 
tion in the public schools me by ag — ane an 
; SERVE HE STATES lik 
= The Federation for Copstitution- | SPECTIVELY, oR TO TH: 
al Government, of which Dr. Hugn |p EOPLE.” , 
Grant and myself are members|. 4) That to further protect thes 
jand Whose spykesman I was atlrights, Article VI, section 2 of th 
lhe ricent meeting, seeks to curd} Constitution states: “This Cot 
‘ie encroecament of the federal|stitution . .. shall be tie suprem 
government and the United States aw of the land.” 
Sameie Court on setes’ rights} 5) That the framers of the ‘Cor 
and the rights of individuals. It|stivution devised a »ysiem ¢ 
sceks a return to the constitulionallenecks and balances, and a goy 
pavers of rae —— ae ernment of LAWS and, — 
ers of the republic. Jt secks to|MEN to prevent the tyranny ot 
ecnvore tne concept of goverument | majority. 
voiced by ‘Tuomas Jefferson: “Thej 6) That despite these Const 
‘pest form of goverament is the|tulional guarantees a nd sak 
least form cf government.” Scg- guards against the tyrany of 
— 19 ae ig ete — eee over — and indivi⸗ 
reme Court has violated ualt, the present U.S, suprem 
constitutional government and named provisions by outlawin 
slates’ rights. , The Federation for |Court hus disregarded the -ubov 
‘Constitutional Government desires | segregation in the public schoo 
to protect tne constitutional rights land other places.. The Suprem 
of all Aierican citizens, regard- Court admitted its inability to. dt 
less ol erced or color, Neither 


termine the question of segrega 

the White Citizens Council nor the tion from the United States Con 
federation is anti-Negro—only pro: |stitution and the Fourteentl 
American. . Amendment with its “due proces; 
“who is this Dr. Hugh G. |of law”? and “equal protection’ 
a GEH : : . — 
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vy hat the Sep dde Cou. 
thereupon has recourse to the writ 
ings of radical spsychclogisis and 
sociologists’ to arrive” al their 
decision. These writers included 
K. B. Clark, then employed’ by 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), Theodore Brameld, E. 
Franklin Frazier, and finely Gun- 
nar Karl Myrdal, a forcigin psy- 
chologist, and auihor olc. “An 
American Dilemmna, judd’? © Ot 
the above radical writers on psy- 
chology and sociology, Theodore 
Brameld and E. Franklin Frazier 
have been cited by the U.S. House 
of Representatives Committee on 
Un-American Activities ten “and 
eighteen times respectively as hav- 
ing been members of Communist 
and Communist-fronl organizations 
in the United States. Many ol 
Gumar Myrdals associates Ín 
writing his book are members of 
organizations clled as subversive 
by the Department of Justice. 

8) That the United States Su- 
preme Court ignored the United 


fetter. Tone will take the trouble 
to consult “Who’s Who in Amari- 
ae? vol, 25, page Yet he will 
leurn that Dr. Hugh Grant is a 
diplomat, journalist, and lecturer. 
Ue served in the U.S. Army in 
the First World War. He was a 
member of the Federal Board for 
Vocational Education; member of 
the Alabama State Department of 
Education; associate professor of 
political science. and head of the 
Department of Journalism, Ala- 
bama Polytechnic Institute (Au- 
kurn); member of the United 
States Department of State in 
Washington, and later United 
States minister to Albania and 
Thailand (Siam), writer and lec- 
turer ou political subjects.” 

Mr. Green states that some of 
the speakers at this meeting were 
ignorant, liars, and demagogues. 
Those are strong words. I fcar 
Mr. Green would have dilficulty 
provin: them in court. Webster’s 
Dictionary gives the definition of 


week —  Anatvina 


States Constitution and set aside . 
oa of E4 haak 


GRESS 
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member of the Federal Board for 
Vocational Education; member of 
the Alabama State Department of 
Education; associate professor of 
political scionce and heed of the 
Department of Journalism, Ala- 
bama Pclytechnic Institute (Au 
burn); member of the United 
States Depariment of State in 
Washington, und laler United 
States minister to Albania and 
Thailand (Siam), writer and lec- 
turer on political subjects.” 

. Mr. Green gtutes that some of 
the speakers at this mecting were 
ignorant, liars, and demagogues. 
those are strony words. I fear 
Mr. Grecn would have difficulty 
pows them in court. Webster’s 


Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), Theodore Brameld, E. 
Franklin Frazier, and nally Guni- 
nar Karl Myrdal, a lorcign psy- 
chologist, and author of “An 
Amcricuu Dilenuna, lod? > Of 
the above radical writers on pasy- 
chology and sociology, Theodore 
Brameld and E. Franklin Frazier 

have been cited by the U.S. House 
of Representatives Committee on 
Un-American Activiliss ten and 
eighteen Limes respectively as hav- 
ing been members of Communist 
and Cominunist-front organisations. 
in the United States. Many ol 
Gunnar Myrdals associates in 
writing his book are members otf 
organizations clted as subversive 


Dictionary gives the definition of by the Department of Justice.’ 


T 


8) That the United States Su- 
preme Court ignored the United 
States Constitution and sct aside, 
the “separate but equal” doctrine 
in matiers of race Plessy V. 
Ferguson, 1896) declared’ by. the 
Supreme Court several times be- 
fore. That in'doing so tucy sub- 
stituted the writuegs of Jorcign 
and Commiunist-lront psychologists 
and sociologists for the United’ 
States Constitution as the supreme 
law of the land. 

9) That inauy leaders of the 
NAACP (National Association tor 
the Advancement of Colored: Pco- 
ale) -incluging Arthur Liinjgara 
white), Channing Tobias (wiute), 
Caurgecd Marshall, Rey Wilkins, 
V. E. B. DuBois (all Negroes) 
md many others huve becn cited 
nany times by the United States 
Attorney General and the U.S. 
Iouse of Represcntatives Une 
American Activilies Cominittce as 
Ufiliated with or participating in! 
Sonmnunist, Coannunisi-front or 
ther subversive organizations, 

10) That the Communist Party 
Wf America and the present lead- 
ers of the National Association 
or the Advancement of Colored 
People seek to abolish all lege 
separation of the races anderepeal 
all laws against intermarriage of 
Whites and Nepre 

di) ‘Phat all, uations that have 
mixed the white and the black 
races have declincd in culture 
and civilization, from ancicat 
Egypt and India to modern — 
snd Brazil. 

12) That Abraham Linceln was 


opposed to race mixing, and that 


many thoughtiul Negroes and Ne- 

gro leaders ‘like the lave, gesat, 

Booker T. Washington and Dr. 

Carver of Tuskegee Institute, 

emincut Negro seciealist whom il 
was my privilege to know person- 
ally, opposed the present policies 
of the NAACP. “ney ‘believed, 
and many living Negroes today 
belicye like them, that the Negro 
can best attain his rightful place’ 
in American life by bulding witli- 
in the framework of his own so- 
cial, cultural, and economic 
structure. 

13) Finally, that “separate but 
equal”? facilities fur both races 
violaies uo provision of the United 
States Constilution or the Bill oi 
Riglils. . 

When Mr. Green roiutes the | 
above FACTS ùe will be privi- 
leged to call the White Citizens: 
Council speakers ‘‘ignor ant, lying,. 
Gemagogues,” 

EARLE LE DARON 
115 West Chase Street, 
Pensacola, Florida > j 
EGCCAMEBIA COUNTY WAITE 
CITIZENS COUNCIL FEDERA- 
TION: FOR CONSTITUTIONAL: 
GOVERNMENT. 
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EDITORIALLY YOURS 


Is Florida to Become a Fertile 
Propaganda Field for the Kremlin? | 





“TF, as pointed out in the opinion of Mr. Justice Rob- 

erts, the Supreme Court of the United States ' 
recognizes that the ‘dominant interest’ of the state is 
to prevent violence, and the record here points to vio- 
lence, that in itself is enough for this court to withhold 
the issuance of its mandate. 

“The record is best fortified with what is or has 
been taking place in more than a half dozen states.” | 

Thus wrote Chief Justice Glenn Terrell in a special 
concurring opinion yesterday as the Florida Supreme 
Court, by a 5-2 vote, refused to order the admission of 


Virgil D. Hawkins to the University of Florida law 
school. l 


As Mr. Chief Justice Terrell’s words were broad- 
cast throughout the state and nation, Americans on 
both sides of the Mason-Dixon line could pause to 
consider. 


! 


“The record is best fortified. .. .” Terrell wrote; 
then, reflecting upon the troubles throughout the 
South since the 1954 and 1955 U. S. Supreme Court 
rulings, he declared: ‘ 


“Tt has been revealed that these riots and out- 
breaks were not activated by local people but by inter- 
lopers from other places, in other words, social boll 
weevils, fruit flies, potato bugs, bean beetles, cane 
borers and other pests that we institute quarantnes or 
other rigid measures against to get rid of.... 


“AFTER all is said, the big question is not one of defy- 
ing constituted authority. It is one of finding a 
way of solving a serious problem recently thrust upon 
the states with segregated schools and at the same time 
preserve their traditions, their moral, social, cultural 
and educational standards.” 


This opinion came as rabble rousers were jailed in 
Miami for planting a cross in a Negro’s yard, aSK 
Klux Klanwashivity stirred in’ the northern sections of 

. Florida, as a leading self-styled segregationist continued 
to trade his wares in behalf of violent opposition. 







This is not a pretty picture; it is one that leaves 
most good southerners ashamed. It is one also that 
angers them. 


. =- But Chief Justice Terrell has stated the case_ad- 


me yane 


mirably, and the dissenting views of Jūstices E. Harris 
Drew and Elwyn Thomas indicate a reluctance to ques- 
ticn the actions of the nation’s highest court. The 
Supreme Court of the United States is not sacrosanct, 
however, despite the efforts of many. to have it sit in 


judgment of social problems on the right hand of God. 


As the Hawkins case was being fudged again in 
mallat ee, an interesting ‘development occurred in 
Jaton Rouge, where a committee of the Louisiana 
legisisture has been taking testimonv on the National 
Assee’aticn for the Advancement of Colored People, 
whic has been outlawed in that state. 


Joczph Z. Kornfedder, a Detroit man who helped 
oreanize the U. S. Commmnist party in 1919, declared 
“tha NAACP has cooled off on sponsoring front grouns 
with the Communists... . The Communists are now 
trying to unite with the NAACP.” — : 


THE anguished rejoinder of Thurgood Marshall, .the 
~ NAACP’s svecial counsel, was to be expected. He is- 
sued a statement that “it is generally known that the 
Communists have tried desperately to infiltrate the 
ranks of the NAACP. It is also known they have failed 
miserably in these attempts.” ' 

“4 sinan npoartinns hv Korn- 
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other rigid measures against to get rid of.... 


“AFTER all is said, the big question is not one of defy- 

ing constituted authority. It is one of finding a 
way of solving a serious problem recently thrust upon 
the states with segregated schools and at the same time 
preserve their traditions, their moral, social, cultural 
and educational standards.” l 


This opinion came as rabble rousers were jailed in 
— Miami for planting a cross in a Negro’s yard, aSK 
Klux Klan vasbivity stirred in the northern sections of 
. Florida, as a leading self-styled segregationist continued 
to trade his wares in behalf of violent opposition. 


This is not a pretty picture; it is one that leaves 
most good southerners ashamed. It is one also that 
angers them. 


But Chief Justice Terrell has stated the case_ad- 
mirably, and the dissenting views of Justices É. Harris 
Drew and Elwyn Thomas indicate a reluctance to ques- 
tion the actions of the nation’s highest court. The 
Supreme Court of the United States is not sacrosanct, 
however, despite the efforts of many: to have it sit in 
judgment of social problems on the right hand of God. 





As the Hawkins case was being fudged again in 
mallas ee, an’ interesting ‘development occurred in 
Daton Eouge, where a committee of the Louisiana 
legislotarre has been taking testinvonv on the National 
_Assec’aticn for the Advancement of Colored People, 


_ whic has been outlawed in that state. 


Joszph Z. Kornfedder, a Detroit man who helped 
organize the U. S. Communist party in 1919, declared 
“tha NAACP has cooled off'on sponsoring front grouvs 
with the Communists... . The Communists are now 
trying to unite with the NAACP.” a 





‘THE aneuished rejoinder of Thurgood Marshall,..the 
| NAACP’s special counsel, was to be expected. He is- 
sued a statement that “it is generally known that the 
Communists have tried desperately to infiltrate the 
ranks of the NAACP. It is also known they have failed 
miserably in these attempts.” ' 

In aonarent answer to other assertions by Korn- 
fedder, Marchall said, “We do not advertise, sell or 
handle any Communist literature.” 


However,, Kornfedder had testified this way: 


\\ “The imvortant thing to remember is that two- 
thirds of all literature designed for Negroes is Com- 
munist inspired. This literature in vamvuhlets and 
books concentrates on basic ideas, which the Com- 
munists hammer away at again and again.” 


n It would appear from these statements that Mar- 
shall had twisted the witness’ remarks. 

| Be that as it may, there can be little doubt that 

the Communists are involved in the South’s racial un- 

rest up to their necks. They are past masters at stirring 

- up trouble, and it is quite possible that many of the. 

mob activities that have occurred in this region since 

the Supreme Court ruling have hatched from Red eggs. 


There can be little doubt that racial unrest plays | 
into the hands of the Red propagandists here and | 
throughout the world, and we pause to wonder why 
some people would insist on inflaming passions if . 
they did not haye some goal in mind other than the | 
preservation of segregation. 


The latest decision in the Hawkins case, in which | 
-the majority noted its “compelling duty” to maintain 
the public peace and prevent violence, could well retard 
the efforts of troublemakers who would—perhaps with 
-purpose—turn Florida into a fertile propaganda field 
for the Kremlin. 


Richard Milne 


= 
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EEPLY disturbed and politically jit- 

tery over threats to Florida’s cus- 
toms of segregation, the Legislature last 
Summer gave unprecedented powers to 
a special interim investigating commit- 
tee. It was publicly understood—as an- 
nounced by the bill’s sponsor—that the 
committee was to go after the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. 

In actuality, however, the investiga- 
tors were given latitude to examine 
almost any organization they chose. 
Such power and discretion left the com- 
mittee with major policy to determine— 
whether to look into the activities of 
the NAACP alone or to also delve into 
the doings of the Ku Klux Klan and the 
White Citizens Councils. 

Now, with the next legislative ses- 
sion little more than a month away, the 
decision does not seem yet to have been 
made. Senator Dewey Johnson, of 
Quincy, member of the. committee and 
author of the bill that created it, re- 


-marked last week that the investigation 


would probably be broadened to cover 

the KKK and the councils, but there has 

been ‘no further indication of the com- 

mittee intentions. 
* * 

The question will soon be purely 
theoretical, with so little time remain- 
ing. The committee has done a rather 
thorough job on the NAACP, but noth- 
ing, else. If the investigators plan to 
see what the White Councils are up to, 
or if they plan to peek under the dirty 
sheets of the Klan, then they had better 
get on with it. 

Should the committee have any 
doubts about its authority, or whether 
the KKK and the councils reasonably 
might fall under the scope of their legis- 
lative act, such questions may quickly 
be dispelled. l 

The act authorized inquiry into the 
doings of any organization. stirring up 
violations of state law, or whose acts 
tend to foster violence or are even 


oe lie 






Now It's The Klan's Turn 


“inimical to the well being of the ma- 
jority.” 

This language opened the NAACP to 
inquiry, as there was reason to suspect 
the hand of the NAACP in violations of 
bus segregation laws at Tallahassee 
before the United States Supreme Court 
ruled against such segregation in the 
Alabama case. But if the act plausibly 


covered the NAACP, it was tailor-made 


to fit the Ku Klux Klan with its long 
history of terrorism and contempt for 
law and order. 

Certainly the Klan in this century 
has been an instrument of intimidation 
and violence, with objectives “inimical 
to the well being of the majority.” If 
the investigators need recent confirma- 
tion of the Klan’s record, then they can 
look to Montgomery and the arrest of 
Klansmen there on charges of dynamit- 


ing homes and firing on buses. 


The White Councils, a movement 
born only in this decade, are not so 
patently open to surveillance but some 
of them have earned enough disrepute ~ 
already to warrant inquiry under a dis-. 
cretion so broad as the legislative coms 
mittee’s. Instances of council members 
fomenting disrespect for law and dis- 
turbing order are numerous, as in the 
activities of Birmingham’s Asa Carter 
and Washington’s John Kasper. 

* * * 


There is not the faintest doubt, then, 
about the committee’s authority to in- 
vestigate the Klan and the councils. 
Moreover, in these times the race ex- 
tremists must be watched more closely 
than at any time since the ’20s. 

Even now, the committee might de- 
velop worthwhile disclosures about the 
activities of these organizations, espe- 
cially the violence-preaching Klan. 
Such an inquiry would give the investi- 
gators’ program a balance which is now 
notably lacking. But if Senator John- 
son and his colleagues mean business, 
they had better get to work. Time is 
running out. 
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Miami Daily News 
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vho are unwanted and unwelcome in 


aws Must Curtail this state 


— This not only is a problem of Flor- 
, e l ida’s future, but one of its present. It 
l Any Violent Group must be met resolutely by the 1957 
' TEY ; Legislature to insure the continued 
E A LeBislative Investigating Commit- law and order essential to our So- | 


tee, created during the 1956 Special ciety, — 
Session of the state Legislature, today ees z$ i 4 
is Winding up a three-day investigation 

of the NAwGR=in Miami. 


Prior to its arrival here, the com- 
mittee concluded a probe in Tallahas- 
see concerned only with NAACP, 


It is the duty of the committee to 
investigate any group whose aims are 
to stir UP Violations of the law, wheth- 


With the next meeting of the Legisla- 
ture only a little over a month away, 
it appears that the investigators, by | 
concentrating on the NAACP, were | 
neglecting this duty, 


The need for a probe of all groups 
actively engaged in the integration | 


Controversy’ was indicated here last | 


vestigation, four persons were Caught , 
Placing a kerosene-soaked cross on the | 
lawn of a northwest section Negro 
home. Not all of these men were local 
residents. One was Fred Hockett, who | 
came here only two months ago, an | 
avid Segregationist, former Ku Klux j 
Klan member, and a ring leader in ; 
the Seaboard White Citizens Council 
which recently has moved its activi- 
ties to Miami. 


The Legislature already has three 
laws on the books aimed at stopping 
cross = burning in Florida, Perhaps 
Strohger laws are necessary as sug- 
&ested by Sen. Johnson, 


However, the laws must not be | 
aimed at a Particular group. They 
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RAPS COLLINS' COURT STATEMENT 











; — ti 
| Odum Sees School 
t š g Š : J tə 
| Law Being Voided |: 
J e 
— JACKSONVILLE, (UP) — Assistant Attorney General Ralph i 


{Odum declared last night that Florida’s “pupil assignment” law 
will be ruled unconstitutional unless some Negroes are admitted to 
_— | white schools. 


r 
“Just how much integration or $ 
how rapidly it will be. required |, 
by the federal courts is an un-|, 
known factor,’ Odum said in al, 
speech to the Woodland Acres}), 
n 

d 

b 


























Parent-Teacher Association here. 


' At this time, he added, no 
Florida school board appears 
willing to ‘direct admission of 
t even one pupil to a racially-in- 
t tegrated school. t 


e 

Attorney General Richard Er-|bie 
vin said in Tallahassee that he|a:’ 
read Odum's speech before its|of 
delivery and “heartily agreed” |b 
with everything Odum said. ho 


The “pupil assignment” law pli 
makes no mention of race, but|& 
it gives local school boards sole 
authority to determine which| 1 
school each pupil shall attend) Co! 
and to take sociological and psy-| the 
chological factors into considera-| to 
tion. up 

Widening the rapidly-growing 
gap between Ervin and Gov. Le- 
Roy Collins on segregation and 
other state policy matters, Odum 
virtually accused Collins of try- 
ing to muzzle the public right 
to criticize the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

He termed “contrary to our 
basic right of freedom of speech” 
Collins’ statement in Gulfportine 
Saturday that ‘‘we should getjne 
fighting mad” when the court as} | 
an institution and its basic pow-|/er, 
ers are “raked over the coals.” s4 

S 
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Collins Still 
Has Three Bills 
From Session 


Tallahassee, Aug. 14 (P). Only 
three bills are left on Gov. Le- 
Roy Collins’ desk of the ap- 
proximately 200 sent down by 
the special session of the legis- 
lature which went home Aug. 1. 

One is the controversial meas- 
ure which would set up a legis- 
lative committee with a $50,000 
appropriation and subpoena 
Powers to investigate the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People.: 

The two other others are Dade 
County local bills. 

Collins has until Aug. 21 to 
act upon the measures. He js 
‘expected to return Aug. 20 from 
‘the Demorratic National Con- 
vention in Chicago in time to 
dispose of them. 

The governor hasn’t said yet 
what he will do with the NAACP 
investigation bill, but there has 
een speculation at the state- 
house that he will allow it to 


become law without his signa- 
ture. . > i 








* 
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Collins Lets | 
(NAACP Probe! 


Become Law 


TALLAHASSEE. (M — Gov.|! 
LeRoy Collins today allowed toji 
become law without his signa-|t 
\Iture the bill setting up a legis- 
lative committee to investigate 
the National Association for the 
jAdvancement of Colored 
People. 

| In a statement announcing 
his action, Collins said the 
language of the bill was broad 
enough to permit an investiga- 
tion also of the Ku Klux Klan 
and that he would refer to the 
committee ‘‘many inquiries I 
am receiving regarding the Ku 
Klux Klan.” 

The bill) passed by .the're- 
cent special legislative ses- 
sion, gave’ the committee aisi 
$50,000 appropriation and sub-|q, 

“Poena powers for its investi- 
gations. vos 


The governor said the $50,000 N 
was excessive but that he was 
confident only a small propor- h 
tion of this amount actually), 
would be spent. te 

“I am confident, too, that th 
the members of the committee|** 
will recognize their responsi- 
bilities to all the people of 
Florida and not abuse the 
broad powers granted them,” 
Collins said. 

The investigation bill doesn’t 
mention the NAACP by name, 
but its sponsors said that wa 
she primary objective. | 
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NOT IMMUNE, SAYS MATTOX_ 











| |Polk Legislator Defends 
.|| His Questioning Of FSU 
i! President On Segregation 
i) aaa AANASE,, |e lng event aa 
tf esr RAVEN, March | ‘on but Mating salt ee 






Statements could be inter- 
preted as advocating integra- 
tion. . 
Sent Copy of Speech 

Dr. Strozier replied by 
Sending Mattox a copy of his 
speech and explaining that 
his aim was to show the South 
should take its “rightful place 
in the affairs of our country.” 


Mattox today said Strozier 
“could have ended this con- 
troversy immediately by 
simply answering my ques- 
tions, which he did not do.” 

“Had he Stated, ‘Ne, I do 
not favor integration,’ then 
no one would have been hap- 
pier than I,” Mattox said. 


‘a — — ese an 
, 





today defended his recent 
questioning of 
the Florida 
State Univer- 
sity president's 
views on racial 
segregation. 

In a lengthy 
statement, Mat- 
tox said he was 
“astonished” at 
Gov. LeRoy 
Collins’ criti- 
cism of at- 
tempts to get 
answers on the Mattox 
subject from Dr. Robert 
Strozier, president of FSU. 


Collins, at a recent press 
conference, said no one 
should try to draw the presi- 
dent of a state university into 
a “political hassle.” 


Mattox today replied: “The 
taxpayers of the state are 
supporting these institutions 
and, incidentally, paying 
Strozier’s salary, and have 
every right to ask him or any 
other public official any 
question, 


“I do not feel that a presi- 
dent of a state institution is 
sacred and immune to ques- 
tioning,” the Polk County 
legislator asserted. 


He said a college president 
that favors racial integration 
“could be instrumental in 
hiring only those who also 
favor integration.” 


“Over a period of years 
+.» « you could possibly have 
an ultimate situation where 
all professors would favor and 
work for integration,” he said. 


“May Not Be Worried” 


“Our Governor may not be 
worried or concerned about 
this possibility, but I am,” 
said Mattox. 


Noting Collins’ criticism, 
Mattox added an apparent 
note of sarcasm: 


“Considering the. issue — 
integration—this isn’t too sur- 
prising coming from our Gov- 
ernor, who is such a staunch 
supporter and powerful advo- 
fae „for continyed segrega- 

on.’ 


The hassle started when 
Mattox questioned Strozier’s 
inaugural address statements 
that the South cannot afford 
to become “an island of 
dreams in a sea of practical- 
ity” and that “there is no 
‘Southern’ education, no 
‘Southern’ „justice, and no 
‘Southern’ brand of democe | 
racy.” 


— n — — 
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By BERT COLLIER 


Herald Staff Writer 

LAKE CITY — Segregation 
talk is on the increase through- 
out this area of North Florida 
and some of the leaders place 
the blame on Gov. LeRoy Col- 
lins’ inauguration address. 

Collins’ statement that the 
Supreme Court's integration 


mandate must be respected as! 


the law of the land struck a 
sour note in this section. 


It overshadowed the gover- 
nor's qualification that under 
the state’s pupil assignment 
law, there would be no mixed 
schools “in the foreseeable fu- 
ture.” ; 


Collins has become the fa- 
vorite target of speakers in 
the expanding Ku Klux Klan. 
At a recent public meeting 
near here, a hooded, but un- 
-masked speaker, demanded 


“liberal” views, 


“If you (Collins) help pre- 
serve segregation in our 
schools, are for freedom and 
all the Old South traditions, 
then the people of Florida and 
the Ku Klux Klan are behind 
you 100 per cent,” he said. 

“If you are not for segre- 
gation, we will fight you. j 

“If it takes violence we 


„might have to, resort to it.” 


The speaker was identified 
only as “Klan Member 175,550 
from somewhere in South Flor- 
ida.” . 

Klan meetings have been 








` 


A ART 





LOWRY 


held in several cities and towns 
near here in recent days and 
at each there was criticism of 
the governor for his segrega- 
tion stand. 


COLLIN S 


At a large meeting near 
Jacksonville, Klansmen were 
instructed not to wear masks, 
banned by state law, and not 
to burn crosses. : 


That might lead to arrests, 
members were told, ~ — 
There has been an increase 


also in activity by local chap- ;” Calling Collins a “weakling/ A 


ters of White Citizens Councils! 


in this area. At a meeting in 


Jacksonville, a creed was 


adopted pledging all-out work 
for segregatjon and refusal to 
ride any public conveyance, in- 
cluding airplanes, unless the 
races were separated. 





jers in’ this area last week to 


This creed is recited in ad- 
vance of each meeting. 

In Tallahassee, where a 
state organization of White 
Citizens Councils was set up, 
a drive was started to purge 
all school libraries of “Com- 
munist and integrationist” 
books. 

Homer T. Barrs, Tallahassee 


i druggist who was named ad- 


ministrator of the state group, 
said he has received a list of 
these books from an organiza- 


tion in California. — 


The organization whh 
Gen. Sumter T. Lowry bu 
up during his campaign fi 
governor last spring has rey 
mained largely intact. Lowry 
carried a number of these 
counties, 


Lowry’s entire campaign was 
built around the segregation is- 
sue and he asked his support-: 


keep up the fight. 


Hi —— 


an Steps Up Attack on Collins | 


Lowry said the governor had 
“surrendered to the forces of 
integration” in his inaugural 
address. 

“Unfortunately, in his heart, 
Gov. Collins does not believe in 
the segregation of the white! 
and colored races.” Lowry said. 

“He never has and does not 
now have any real interest in 
the preservation of our con- 
Stitutional rights and liber- 


ties.” 
— — —— 








LS AR ute hes 
REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION , LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


Wil 






























'|chairman Dewey Johnson of 
'| ably” will also investigate the Ku 
‘| councils 
‘| have gone” in promoting violence 
‘lor law violations. 


i| Feb. 25 in Miami. 


‘| Robert Saunders, field secretary 
‘| for the NAACP, and former state 


FROM , 
(Florida Clipping Service, Tampa) 


Florida Star 
Jacksonville 


ecpoue sod 


FLORIDA 
DATE 








— — Mie sie 


Legislative Ends 


r 

TALLAHASSEE — The legisla- 
tive committee investigating the 
Florida NAACP ended its Talla- 
hassee hearings Tuesday with an 
announcement it has sufficient in- 
formation to slow down paid ra- 
cial agitation and suppress “advo- 
cates of overthrowing established 
laws and customs.” 

The committee indicated it will 
sponsor legislation next April to 
strengthen laws against stirring 
up of court litigation or racial vio- 
lence. It disclosed through vice 

















Quincy that the committee “prob- 


an and white citizens 
see “how far they 


ta ae Shite A, 


The committee has tentatively 
scheduled its next hearings for 


All witnesses summoned to ap- 
pear here were released except for 


NAACP President Edward D. 
Davis of Ocala who were told to 
be on call for future hearings. 

Attorney Mark Hawes of Tampa 
said Rodriguez’ candid testimony 
made it unnecessary to question 
officers of the local Negro Inter- 
Civic Council that had been sche- 
duled to appear Tuesday to an- 
swer questions about their part 
in stirring up the drive to de- 
segregate buses here. 

“Sen. Johnson told newsmen 
after the hearing that “the com- 
mittee feels that as a result of 
hearings to date, valuable infor- 
mation has been obtained that 
will result in a better understand- 
ing of the problem as well as a 
slowing down of paid agitation so 
that advocates of overthrowing 
established law and custom may 
be almost entirely suppressed by! 
appropriate legislative action.” | 

In answer to questions from 
Hawes, Rodriguez admitted that 
as speciai counsel for the NAACP 
he eithed drew or approved peti- 
tions filed with “four or five”, 
county school boards, including 
Dade, Palm Beach and Hills- 
borough, demanding an end to 
segregation. 

He also read the “plan of ac- 





K, White Councils Be Next? 


tion” adopted by a regional NAA- 
CP conference in Atlanta June 4, 
1955, in which the organization 
offered its legal department if 
school boards refused to integrate 
schools without specific legal 
mandates. 


Rodriguez said he represented 
the Tallahassee Inter-Civic Coun- 
cil in cases growing out of the 
bus dispute because “the NAACP 
is dually interested” with the 
council in bus desegregation and 
“you cannot divorce the two.” ~ 
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ocial Security 
‘Blockade’ Hit. 
By Gilkerson 


County Clerk Avery Gilkersor 
lashed the Democratic State Ad 
ministration for ‘‘disagreement’ 
which has “tragically blocked” 
40,000 state and county employes 
qualifying for Social Security. 

And he announced at an Eisen- 
hower birthday party at the De- 
troit Hotel that. the Pinellas Re- 
publican legislative delegation 
had pledged to sponsor three 
bills in 1957 to correct the situ- 
ation. His St. Petersburg Repub- 
lican club audience warmly ap- 
plauded. 


One bill will be a general state 
‘act, one will be a population act 
‘covering employes of the larger 
counties, and the other a local 
‘bill applicable to Pinellas. Out 
of the “‘three-barreled shotgun” 
‘should come social security for 
Pinellas workers, he predicted. 

The 1955 Legislature passed an 
.88-page bill on the subject, Gil- 
kerson said, but nobody in —R 
hassee can agree on what it says. 

The Attorney ‘General has 
ruled the state-‘‘can and should” 
hold an employe election on 
joining the Federal social secur-}: 
ity program, Gilkerson said. 
Gov. LeRoy Collins’ legal staff 
has taken the opposite view, hold- 
ing the act is too vague, 
he added. 


SUPPORT, PROGRAM 

The County Commission has 
agreed to support the program lo- 
cally, Gilkerson said, with em- 
ployer appropriations. 
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State Senator J. Frank Hough- 
ton called the medfly eradica- 
tion program ‘‘the biggest hoax 
ever perpetrated on. the state 
of Florida.” His opponent, Hu- 
bert Rutland, has endorsed it, 

. Houghton said. 


INNS ⸗æ 


“It's cost the state $5 million 
and the car owners of Florida 
another $5 million in car wash:| 
It’s money down a rathole.” He 
-declarc . he voted against the ap- 
propriation in the Legislature and 
also opposed the $50,000 voted to 
investigate the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Col- 
ored™ People. The investigators 
can“get ‘all the Information avail- 
able from Washington ‘‘for a 
‘three cent stamp” he said. 

“It's time we started saving 
a little money in our govern- 
ment,” Houghton declared. 

Houghton advised his audience 
to vote for all the Constitutional 
amendments on the Nov, 6 elec- 
tion ballot except Proposition 5 
to establish the so-called 67- 
senator plan which would water 
down large county representation 
in the Legislature. 

He said it is essential voters 
make, up their minds on the 
amendments before they go to 
the polls. ` 


mca 


a aa 


‘Voter Registrar Wilda Cook |: 
later added if a voter tried to |: 
read the amendments from the |: 
voting machine ballot he might |: 
be in the machine “an hour |: 
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uassce Can agree on what it Says, 


The - Attorney General has 
ruled the state.“‘can and should” 
hold an employe election on 
joining the Federal social secur- 
ity program, Gilkerson said. 
Gov. LeRoy Collins’ legal staff 
has taken the opposite view, hold- 
ing the act is too vague, 
he added. 


SUPPORT PROGRAM 
The County Commission has 
agreed to support the program lo. 
Cally, Gilkerson said, with em- 
ployer appropriations. 
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State Senator J. Frank Hough- 
ton called the medfly eradica- 
tion program “the biggest hoax 
ever perpetrated on. the state 
of Florida.” His Opponent, Hu- 
bert Rutland, has endorsed it, 
Houghton said, 
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~ “It’s cost the state $5 million 
and the car Owners of Florida 
another $5 million in car wash. 
It’s money down a rathole.” He 
declarc . he voted against the ap- 
Propriation in the Legislature and 
also opposed the $50,000 voted to 
investigate the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Col- 
ored™’People. The investigators 
can get all ‘the“information avail- 
able from Washington “for a 
three cent stamp” he said. 


tn 


= 


ia little money in our govern- 
ment,” Houghton declared, 
Houghton advised his audience 
to vote for all the Constitutional 
amendments on the Nov, 6 elec- 
tion ballot except Proposition 5 
to establish the so-called 67. 
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He said it is essential voters 
make, up their minds on the 
amendments before they go to 

lls. 


‘Voter Registrar Wilda Cook 
later added if a voter tried to 
read the amendments from the 
voting machine ballot he might 

e in the machine “an hour 
or so” instead of the five min- 
ute maximum provided by law. 


VOTING INSTRUCTION 

Miss Cook, announcing she was 
stepping out of her non-partisan 
role as registrar into a partisan 
role as a Republican candidate, 
then instructed the audience on 
how to vote the straight Repub- 
lican ticket. 

She said she wasn't concerned 
with getting out the vote this 
year — “they're raring to go” 
— “but our big concern is to 
speed up the vote.” 

She urged voters to study the 
ameidments, candidates and bal- 
lot “and make up your mind how}, 
to vote accurately before you goj: 
{to the polls.” H 


Claude Strickland, mosquito |: 
board candidate, said the Dem- |: 
ocrats have a bunch of “cotton |: 
pickers” instead of sanitary en- 
gineers working on the mosquito |: 
control program, “The entomol- : 
ogists have pushed the engi- j: 
neers out of the field,” he de- 
clared. 


‘| He pledged to have a sanitary 
‘j engineer at the head of the local 
.{Program on the job by Jan. 8, 
‘11957 if the Republican slate wins. 
The $50 a month mosquito board 
pay, he said “attracted some of 
‘the worst politicians.” He noted 
his group is pledged to seek the 
abolishment of the board. 


— — 


ONGRESS 








: RODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
REP. 














A 
© gS 
(Florida Clipping Service, Tampa) 
Sarasota Journal 
FLORIDA _ WAR 8 1D! 


A Lohisians legislative committee is 


beginning an investigation that ought to 
be interesting and might bring up some 
Startling information. It is seeking to de- 
termine what are the influences behind 
the racial unrest in the nation. 

Racial unrest there is indeed, as there 
has not been in decades. It is most dread- 
ful, and, as noted here before, is likely to 
get worse before it gets better. 

And all of these things don’t just hap- 
pen. They are planned. There is the trou- 
eble in Birmingham, and in Montgomery, 
and in Tallahassee and in Miami and in 
Clinton, and in many other places. 

This investigation is somewhat along 
the lines of one being conducted in Flor- 
ida, though the Florida probe perhaps is 
too narrow. It seemed to be aimed pri- 
marily at the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored ‘People. 


The Louisiana investigation, on the 


Louisiana Starts a Probe 


other hand, apparently is goir 
much broader. 

There seems to be no qr 
instigators are going aroun” 
things in a carefully caler 
break the laws and cust 
states. 

And there is no r 
instigators are spur: 


cess in persua? 


Supreme Co’ ‘ 
customs of th. S 
effect for dec; 
So the Lou. 
extend its iny 
causing the $ 
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| BROOKSVILLE Hen 
rix, Imperial Knight of Florida 
Ku Klux K! ght called 
on e 






endrix, Clearwa 


ter contractor, 
Said the 


ationa] Association for 


n, that's just 
what they want.” 


Hendrix said the NAACP has 
“] d 


oads of money” behind it. He 
told about 


2,000 Spectators here 
the NAACP is “ oing to Spread 
i the towns 

on the West Coast.” H 


e added 
onn Ka per, militant segrega- 
tionist, wh i 
the Clint 


porters 

a letter threatenin him with bod. 
y harm for his K Activities 
Postmarkeg St. Pe €rsburg, the 
etter said in part “R member 
lowers 

brother, you 
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For Inquiry 


The City Commission today 
asked the Legislature's NAACP 
investigation committee~to’ in- 
vestigate organizations in Tal- 
lahassee “which constitute a 
violation of the laws of Flor- 
ida.” 

The letter was signed by 
City Manager Arvah Hopkins 
and said it was written “in ac- 
cordance with instructions giv- 
en me by the City Commis- 
sion...” It was dated Sept. 
26. 

All City Commissioners could 
not be reached immediately for 
comment on the letter or what 
organizations they have in 

| mind. 

| Commissioner W, T, Mayo 

| said, he would be happy to meet 

| with the interim committee— 

at its convience—to discuss any 
questions it might have, 

| The city’s request was 





of the law Setting up the in- 
| terim committee of four rep- 
| resentatives and three senators, 
The law does not mention the 
National Association for The 
Advancement of Colored People 

y name or any other group. 
However, its sponsors said it 
was directed primarily at the 
NAACP, 

The city’s requgst was re- 
ferred to the committee'g still- 
to-be-selected ch ief counsel, 
with the comment from Sen, 
Dewey M. Johnson of Quincy 

f that the city should be more 
 gPecific and “pinpoint just what 
organizations it has in mind.” 
| Many of Tallahassee’s Negro 
| residents. have peen boycotting 
i buses in the city for more 
than four months in protest 
against segregated seating, The 
| boycott is Sponsored by the In» 
| ter Civic Council. The Rev, C. 
K. Steele is president of the 
| council. He also is president 
| of the Tallahassee chapter of 
| the NAACP, 

Atty. Gen. Richard Ervin re- 
. cently ruled that automobiles 
| driven in a car pool operated 

by the council to provide trans- 
.Nortation far. the hus. boycotten. 

are violating state law if they 
do not carry “For Hire” tags. 

The city arrested a number of 
the car pool drivers on state 
charges, then’ switched the 
charges to violation of a city 
ordinance Providing for licens- 
ing’ ‘ang regulation of for hire 
vehicles.’ : 

The letter to the committee 
from City Manager Arvah 
Hopkins made no reference as 
to either the bus boycott or the 
Inter Civic’ Council. 

Steel and several other Neg- 
roes were in the chamber when 
the committee opened its meet- 
ing. All the Negroes left before 
the city’s letter was read. 

— — — — 
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‘Atty. General To Ask Law 
To Close Public Schools 


Atty — To Seek 
m To Permit Closing 
Of Fla. Public Schools 


~n. 

— - BY ERIC O..SIMPSON l 

` TALLAHASSEE — Atty. Gen. Richard Ervin joined the ranks 

of the Southern lawmakers who in desperation are catching straw to 

defeat school integration when he came up this week with two 
strango proposals. 

The first desperate move the 
veteran lawmaker made came last | covered evidence during its exam- 
Tuesday when Ervin cited what| ination of Hawkins and his attor- 
he called new evidence uncovered | neys which affects the good faith 
by the Legislative NAACP Inves-]|of the Negro’s attempts to gain 
tigating Committee in a petition | admission to the university. 
to reopen the Virgil Hawkins case}; 
to enter the University of Florida- 

His most recent maneuver was 
made known Thursday when he}. 
announced that he will ask the 
1957 legislature to permit resi- 
dents of any locality to suspend 
or abolish their public schools “as 
a last resort” as he put it, to pre- 
vent racial violence resulting from 
desegregation. 

Ervin fought unsuccessfully for], 
such a measure in the 1956 special] . 
legislature, which adopted the so- 
called Fabisinski laws as a pattern 
to prevent immediate mass mix- 
ing of races in Florida. 

The Fabisinski program in- 
cludes the public assignment law 
and increased emergency powers 
for the Governor to suspend pub- 
lic services to prevent racial vio- 
lence. 

_ The pupil assignment law au- 
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l SEGREGATION HYSTERIA 

The Georgia Legislature, in all seri- 
ousness, has passed or is about to pass 
bills to ban Negro athletes from per- 
forming with whites, impeach the U.S. 
Supreme Court and repeal the equal 
rights amendment. But don’t laugh. 
Antics equally ridiculous are to be ap- 
prehended from the Florida Legislature 
when it meets in April, judging from 
pre-session talk. — 

For one thing, there is a plan by Sen. 
Dewey Johnson of Quincy for legislati 
to suppress “advocates of overthrow} 
established customs and laws.” John- 
son is a member of the legislative com- 
mittee ‘to investigate the-NAACP. He 
announced his plans for the legislation 
at the close of the committee's public 
hearings in Tallahassee. 

Whether Johnson proposes to outlaw 
those who advocate overthrowing any 
“established customs” or just the cus- 
tom of segregation is not clear. If the 
former, then the Republicans who have 
been trying to get Florida to abandon 
its custom of voting Democratic may 
have to go to jail, and merchants who 
advertise for customers to abandon their 
former buying customs and trade with 
them may be padlocked. But even if 
the ban is to be limited to those who ad- 
vocate doing away with racial segrega- 
tion, the proposal deserves to be laughed 
out of court. Is Florida to set up im- 







— iM 


migration stations at its borders and 
question all tourists who seek to enter 
as to how they stand on segregation? 
Would we make them sign a “loyalty 


` pledge” promising not to write any 


Mailbag letters favoring integration 
while here? 

Not quite so ridiculous but equally 
inadvisable is a bill for closing the pub- 
lic schools “as a last resort” which At-. 
Ay “aengrit, Rickard an- 

Tnounces he will as taeka tu 
enact. This measure would allow’ a’ 
county, a city or a school district to hold 
a referendum on the question of abolish- 
ing or abandoning any public school to 
prevent racial conflict. There must be 
plenty of authority already on the books 
for officals to close a school if necessary 
to prevent a riot; they can close a school 
for sanitary or safety reasons, or to lct 
the children go to the fair, or because 
they want to shift the pupils elsewhere, 
so what do they need a special act and a 
referendum for? The proposal! sounds 

like a further manifestation of some 
ficials’ itch to “do something” about 
res vggation without minding much what 
it is. 
At the special session of the last Leg- 
islature the “do something, do any- 
thing” school was under wraps to a 
large extent. The job was to pass a. 
pupil assignment law which would stand 
up in court, and the more rabid segrega- 
tionists were shushed down with the 
warning that if the same session enacted 
any flagrant anti-integration bills 
frankly aimed at evading the federal 
desegregation mandate, the school as- 
signment law would be open to attack 
as such a measure. But at the regular 
session in April these wraps -will be off, 
and the people will have to rely upon the 
common sense of the majority of the 
legislators to spare them from,€xtrem- 
ist hysteria, oF 
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Not Much For The Money 


An interim legislative committee, 
now investigating Communism gener- 
ally and its racial intrigue in particular, 
has recessed after two days of hearings 
at Tallahassee. So far, the sessions have 
been largely devoted to old charges and 
an intense study of the obvious. 

The committee, under Chairman 
(Senator) Charley E. Johns of Starke, 
trotted out first an old Red-hunter 
named J. B. Mathews whose most recent 
claim to fame is his erstwhile employ- 
ment by the late Senator Joe McCarthy 
in Washington. This is a dubious dis- 
tinction at best, especially when we 
recall that he departed the Senate's 
employment after charging Protestant 
ministers with giving more support to 
Communists than anybody else. 

The burden of his testimony at Talla- 
hassee was that the Communists have 
tried to infiltrate the NAACP and to 
stir up racial agitation in the South. 
This is unquestionably true, but it is 
very stale news. It seems a pity to 
waste time and money on such infor- 
mation. 

The committee also produced an 
affidavit taken earlier at Starke from 


TOM IA Jitse ne 


Sylvia Crouch, the widow of a widely 
publicized ex-Communist, Paul Crouch, 
whose confessions stirred widespread 
attention something less than a decade 
ago. The affidavit told of Communist 


methods of infiltrating respectable or- 


ganizations, which is hardly startling, 
and listed 12 Miamians whom her hus- 
band had told her were Communists 
about seven years ago. 

Then the investigators branched off 
on another line and brought in under 
subpoena a prominent Tallahassee fur- 
niture dealer who belongs to the inter- 
racial Council of Human Relations. 


They took from him the records of the 


Tallahassee chapter, and then refused 
to let him make a statement from the 
witness chair, This denial was repug- 
nant to the American concept of fair 
play. - 

The investigation now moves on for 
a session late this month at Miami. 
Let’s hope the legislators have evidence 
there which is current, and which is 
related to Communism—otherwise, the 
taxpayer will begin to suspect that all 
he is getting for his money is a re-read- 
ing of history. 
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TALLAHASSEE, W — Officials 
-Jof the Florida Legislature’s in- 
vestigating committee say the 
group won’t be hunting witches 
in an investigation of communism 
which begins here Monday. 


But they add that the seven- 
man committee does intend to 
bring to the public's attention 
who the Communists are, what 
their aims in Florida are and 
how they operate to achieve the 
aims. - 


The hearing, which begins at 
10 a.m, in the Capitol Building, 
will be concerned primarily with 
“developing the general aims, 
methods and means of operation 
adopted by the Communist 
Party” in Florida, the commit- 
tee chairman, Sen. Charley 
Johns of Starke, said. 


FIRST FOR JOHNS 

This will be the first public 
hearing conducted by the group 
with Johns as chairman. A year 
ago the committee, then headed 
by former Rep. Henry Land of 
Orange County, probed activities 
of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple and the Seaboard White Cit- 
- }izens Council. 


Aun 
effect 
single 
anywh 


Four bills were introduced in 
the 1957 Legislature as a result 
of the racial investigation. Prin- 
cipally, they were aimed at tight- 
ening control over barratry — 
stirring up litigation — and the 
operation of chartered organiza- 
‘|tions. The bills failed to get 
through the legislature after fears 
arose that they were too far- 
reaching. 


‘SAME HIGH PLANE’ 
Johns said the investigations of |deter 
Communistic activities would be| Ca! 
3{conducted “on the same high}|amer 
-|plane” the committee operated|not k 
3]0n before. He said it would “not|hirec 
deal in insinuations and half|cost 
truths but we will be out to get |next 


- 2 O 


;| the facts.” gres 
*! The committee attorney, Mark — 
Hawes of Tampa, told newsmen 
ſthe inquiries would be no witch-|°5 
nunt. = 


.| After the Tallahassee hearing rul 

jon the general aims of Commu-|-— 

g|Rists, a meeting will be held in ; 

-|Miami to fill in the details. This|; 

{public hearing is scheduled fo 
Feb. 26. 
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VHITE NURSE FIRED FOR LUNCHING WITH NEGR 


ICELLO — Because she, 
lunched with Mid-wife consultant Ethel 


Got Permission 
The physician said she obtained pèr- 







.| Kirkland in a private dining room offmission from three restaurant employes | told. 
a Madison restaurant on Aug. 22, Dr.| for the luncheon and entered the es- |, 


Deborah Coggins was summarily dis-|tablishment thrcugh a rear door. Thous 
missed ‘as Jefferson County health offi-] Chairman Shuman made reference t) 
cer. This action took place at a meet-|“darkies” in the piural, Dr’ Coggins has 
ing of county commissioners here last} mentioned only one Negro as being pres- 
Saturday. Cause for Dr. Coggins’ dis-fent, 
7 missal was emphasized in the statement: È 
You took darkies in there and had lunch fj 
with them”. 


“Health knows no color boundaries” 
‘the slender, attractive mother of three 
Asked by County Commission Chair- hildren told the commission. 
man Judge B. Shuman of Monticello}. “I might point out phat in Tampa 
rif’ she intended to turn in her resigna- where I was raised all doctors have 
tion, she replied: “No, sir. I dont feel dinner meetings together — white and 
I have any reason to resign. I would colored. We have always thought there 
¡appreciate it if you would give me the!ds a professional immunity. In medical 










cause.” groups. this is not the shocking thing 
, gt would appēar to you” 
“The only cause we heard is that you|$. “Don’t Eat With Them” 


took darkies in there and had lunch p Shuman answered: “We work with 
with them,” Shuman said. hem but we don’t sit down and eat 
| ‘Commissioner Norman H. Hartsfield 
| of Aucilla said Dr, Coggins’ action had 
{lost her “the respect of the people” and 
'| made her work useless. . 

Dr. Coggins has said she had lunch 


n tha mrivatea dining ranm af a Madi. 






after we eat.’ 





usewife who attended the ‘meeting, 
ld the commissioners: “Times have 


weal Dam sneha mf awe aAhtlanan 


ith them. They eat at a different table! 


you gentlemen have not acted in a|¢*Press his sentimcnis. 


—— — — — — — — —— — | 


4 F 
kices it?” she asked. charged because “her scrvices are no g 
- “Not in a case cf this kind,” she was !cnger useful in Jefferson Count.” He 
Just before the motion fer dismissal 
“Forced By Public Sentiment” won unanimous approval, Board Cle i 
Hartsfield said “public sentiment” had | Ixe Ander:o nreported receipt of a lett i 
torced him to vote to fire Dr. Coggins ‘f:0m a group he identificd as “hegx | 
and Shuman declared he was “very|o? Palatka” wholeheartedly endorsing 
sorry this occurred.’ ‘he acticn taken Thursday night. 
Bot Dr. Coggins and her husband | Some letters opposing the action also 
cepted ihe situation calmly. Dr, Wil- | Were mentioned. 
ier Coggins, a rative of Madison, de- at Tallahassee, Gov. Leroy Collins - 
ivered a soft-voiced statement in which seid that firing of Dr. Deborah Cog- ' 
e said he and his wife “feel much a3|2i75_a5 a county health officer because — 
ur friends and neighbors do about the she had a business lunch with a Negro 
uestion of forced integration. — cannot be squared with right 
“We do not stand for that but we do and Justice. and conscience.” 
tand for freedom of individual action. = a sick about it.” the Governon 
y wife has been condemned officially said in a statement after reading a 
r an action which had nothing to do! newspaper acccunt of a meeting at Mon- 
ath integration, uicello in which commissicners of three 











eer rs 


“Grave Injustice” ccunties she serves as health officer 
“My wife's actions were a personal veicd to dismiss her, 
ing in her own free time. I feel that Hadn’t Planned Statement 


grave injustice has teen: done and I| COllins said that originally he had not 


further believe that in takin gthis ac- intended to comment upon the action 
Dorothy Williams, a white Monticello, Bon and refusing to write it down in| ‘ken to dismiss Dr. Coggins but after 
the minutes of the official meeting that] reading the newspaper story decided to 


— 


ANTAGANIIC Manner ” eee He said: — 
The action cannot be squared with 
tight and Justice and conscience and if |- 
I didn’t spak up., and , ay so, I feel 
that 1 ‘would, Ry ‘my sonos condone 
an eena A 
Yo heya, “Integrationists 

-inis wuwu never have occurred two 
years ago — it is a by-preduct of the 
passion aroustd by efforts to coerce in- 
tegration of -the races against the wI! |; 

f the le.’ |: 
es doat gaid she plans to remain 
in Madison despite -plans by the com- | 
missionsr to dismiss her. h 

q 






i :Senght Te Make Example . 
“& member of the Jefierson County 
Commission, ‘Lester C. Lawrence of Mon- 
ficello, said the feeling of the commis- 
gioners was that making an example 0! 
Dr. Coggins would hep in „retaining 
customs and traditions. and in keeping. 
down racial tension in this North Flor- 
a. , 
gree a-hard decision to make and 
hard to explain why we acted as we did, 
Lawrence said. “I don't think anything” 
would have been thought of it five 
years ago but the Supreme Court ruling 
(in the school desegregation case) has 
changed a lot of things” 














a ae 





— The Reason... 








= ETT —— ————— 
REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


FROM T e 


(Flosida Clipping Service, Tampa i 


Winter Haven News-Chief . 
moroa OCT 12 1956 


DATE 


‘ 








News-Chiel Edituvials 


'Thg n that wa can’t see our way clear to support 
tha Demgeratic party rests on the simple fact that the Re- 
publicans have taken over the old Democratic party platform 
and the Demos have taken over the old Socialist party 
platform. 

As long as the Americans for Democratic Action, the 
NAACP, Reuther and Truman dictate the behind-the-scenes 
operation” of the party we want no part of the national 
group. We have been led from our original ideas when we 
got the “New Deal” and the “Fair Deal”. We lost the Demo- 
cratic party to a bunch of hungry politicians. 

They have led the South around by the nose and rammed 
things down our throats long enough. Until we get some 
backbone and vote against their tactics we will be suckers 
yegr after year and laughed at behind our backs. 

~” Wae once had a great party. It stood for the dignity of 
the individual man, now it stands for big government and 
the treating of the individual is a shabby manner. Some- 
time and somehow we have to get our party back where it 
belongs, but as long as we follow along socialistic lines wej 
never will, } 
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Union Official Charges Citrus 
‘Employer Using Race Prejudice 
tion 


To Influence Plant Elec 


WINTER HAVEN, Dec. 18 — The Brewery~ Workers 
Union announced today it was pulling out of an election at 
the Snively Groves, Inc., processing plant here scheduled for 
January 3, charging that the plant 
employees had been “brain 
washed” with racial literature. 

The withdrawal of the Interna- 
tional Union of United Brewery, 








company employees with their pay 
checks last week, which gave the 
impression “that if the union won 
the election, colored people would 
be working along-side the white 
workers, and using the same toilet 
facilities.” 


tillery Workers leaves the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters 
still on the ballot. 

The workers will now vote on 
the single question of union or no 
union. Originally they would have 
had to decide between the Team- 
sters and the Brewery Workers or 


Saier ridiculed the printed leaf- 
let and pointed out that the union 
had nothing to do with the hiring 
and firing of the plant personnel. 
He said membership in the union 
1 would be open to any employee of 
the plant, but the make-up and 


Carl Saier, a representative of| be entirely up to the owners. 


jthe Brewery Union said that a 


leaflet had been distributed té 


AAP PIPPI LLP PPP T 


Tace of the plant personnel would | 





Explaining his union’s action, 
Sdier said “After an exhaustive 
survey at the Snively plant we feel 
that the workers there aren’t ready 
for unionizing. They’ve been brain 
washed by their employers.” 


He insisted that his union still 
planned to participate in six other 
elections in citrus processing 
plants, which are also scheduled 
for Jan. 3. 


John A. Snively Jr., Plant Man- 
ager, admitted that leaflets were 
attached to 1400 employees’ pay 
cHecks, but denied the charge in 
saying, “Were not brain washing, 
we’re just telling them the truth 


in calling their attention to what's; 


in, the AFL-CIO constitution.” 


‘He said that the merger agree- 
| ment between the AFL and CIO, 

jch was consumated December, 
, pledged affiliated unions “to 
ourage all workers, without 
ard to race, creed, color, nation- 
origin or ancestry, to share 
qually in the benefits of the 
Anion.” 





h. 


He also charged that the AFL- 
CIO had given $75,000 to the 
National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, and 
predicted that the union organiz- 
ing drive at his plant would fail, 
saying, “Our people have too much 
sense. to fall for that kind of 


| stuff.” 


Representative David Wingate 
of the Teamsters Union, who are 
still on the ballot confirmed Saier’s 
statement that the organization of 
the plant would have no bearing 
on the employment of Whites and 
Negroes. He said, “We don’t tell 
management who to hire. It’s our 
job to protect people who are al- 
ready employed and those who 
are hired later. Management 
makes the sole decision on who it 
employes. If Negroes are hired at 
the plant, they would naturally 
come within the protection of the 
union, but that would occur only | 
after they were hired.” 

Both Saier and Wingate pointed 
out that Snively consistently em- 
ployes colored foreign labor to pick 
fruit in the groves. 
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| NAACP Investigation Group 


hear reports from dts investiga- 


Says It’s Met No Objection 


TALLAHASSEE, Nov. 15. (By 
Staff Writer)—No one has filed 
any protest against an investi- 
gation of y the 
Special investigations committee 
of the state legislature, 

Members of the committee 
and its top staff men—Attorney 
Mark Hawes and Investigator 
John Cye Cheasty — said they 


pad spoken onia written] There is a feeling in official 


But there has been ome⸗ circles in Tallahassee that if the 
question raised as to whether ——— set ve kent m — 
such an investigation is worth ch E State. rend hool 
$50,000 to the state, chance for Florida’s new schoo 

State Sen. Charley Johns in- — Program to go un- 
dicated this week that he had| Challenged. 
heard some such objections, or t aere ao would be esr at- 
feared some might be made. He|‘4cks on other segregation is- 


asked Hawes if it appeared that|SUES- 
the investigation would justify; The NAACP has been the one 


. organizatton-which has made 
spending of that much money ` Jany widespread efforts to strike 


Hawes said it would, and that owa segregation laws in the 


concrete evidence of this would 
be put before the committee on 
Dec. 11. i ' 

Apparently, the committee’s 
objective is to find some pattern 
which would justify the group 
being classed as advocating dis- 
ruption of the peace as a pre- 
lude to outlawing it. 

The committee might go so 
far-as to label the NAACP and 
some allied groups as dangerous 
to law' and order if the inves- 
tigation continues to turn up 
what committee -members cop- 
sider to be evidence of such a 
“pattern.” : 

Before the committee went 
into a closed meeting this week, 
Hawes said that a “pattern” is 
forming, but did not attempt to 
detail this pattern in public. . 

Says Examples Found 

But at the same time, the 31- 
year-old Tampa attorney said 
that the investigation, a month 
old, already has turned up spe- 
cific examples of the type of in- 
cident the. cammittee iş in- 
terested in. 

Rep. Henry Land of Orlando, 
chairman of the committee, said 
it is holding closed sessions to 


and the press, I know, don’t! 
want to have. witch hunts,” said | 
Land. | 

Fears “Big Headlines” j 


If the committee held open 
meetings, he said, there might 
be unsupported charges against 
individuals or against groups 
al would lead to big head- 
lines,” 




































In.. some Southern states, 
legislative attack already has 
been made on the NAACP. In 
Texas, the group was charged 
with having hired Negroes to 
challenge segregation laws, and 
an attempt is being made to 
close down the association be- 
cause of this. 


Others Not Settled 


In Alabama and in Louisiana 
there have been legislative at. 
tempts to tax the NAACP oui 
of existence, and these issue: 
have not been settled. 

Hawes ‘and Cheasty flew tc 
Texas this week to take a look 
at what that state has done in 
its fight against the NAACP, 

Some of the information 
gathered there may be used in 
an investigation of the Virgil 
Hawkins case if the committee 
should decide to try to find out 
if the Daytona Beach Negro’s 
fight to get into the University 
of Florida’s law school was a 
result of action by the NAACP. 

Members of the investigation 
committee are Land, State Sen, 
John Rawls of Marianna, Sen.; 
Johns of Starke, Sen. Dewey 
Johnson of Quincy, Rep. W. C. 
(Cliff) Herrell of Miami, Rep. 
J. B. Hopkins of Escambia 
County and Rep. A. J. Mussel- 
man, Jr., of Broward County. 









tor and attorney “to prevent 
witch hunts.” 

“The great majority of peo- 
ple, members of this committee 


— ⸗— — 
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‘Pattern’ 


In NAACP | 


State Seen 


By MARTIN WALDRON 
Tribune Staff Writer 


TALLAHASSEE, Nov. 13 — 
The special investigative com- 
mittee of the state legislature 
was told today that a “pattern” 
has been found in the podyilics 
of the NAACP in Florida. 

Exactly what this pattern is 
was not disclosed to the public. 

The committee went behind 
closed doors to hear confiden- 
tial reports from its attorney, 
Mark Hawes of Tampa, and its 
chief investigator, John Cheasty 
of New York. 

To Report Dec. 11 

After an afternoon session, 
members of the committee said 
that its investigations “are 
really rolling” aad that some 
concrete evidence will be ready 
for release at a meeting on 





S-| December 11. 
T| Cheasty said he had 96 pages 


of reports “based on specific 
instances of what this commit 


: x tee is interested in.” 


en 


Cheasty and Hawes declinec 
to say what the reports dea 
with. ' 

„put State Sen. Charley Johns 

a member of the“tommittee 
said the reports “deal with th 
NAACP.” 





Part of the information wa 
bought. 
Paid Two Informants 
Money spent by the commit 
tee so far lists $50 paid to “In 


formant A” and $8.50 paid tı 
“Informant B” by Cheasty. 

Apparently, information gath: 
ered so far falls into line witt 
yjthe ideas of most members n 
the committee that the NAAC) 
-{is behind. much of--the—raeial 
fermentation in the state. 

When Senator Johns asked 
Hawes if the information gath- 
ered so far indicates that the 
$50,000 appropriated for the 
committee’s work would be well 
spent, Hawes replied: 

“I wouldn’t be working for 
the committee in the first place 
if I didn’t believe that,” and said 
he thought “at the next meeting, 
we will be able to put before 
you concrete and specific in- 
formation which would | jus- 
tify it.” 

Hawes said he and Cheasty 
a would fly to Texas tomorrow A e had heard comment from 


“pegin conferences with the|people to the effect that the 
YTexas attorney general’s office,;committee already. had spent 
Which is investigating the|the $50,000. 

“NAACP in that state. He said he wished the pub- 


lic could be told that only 

— — ae — about $15,000 has been actually 

, Sound work yig Betting eg 052| contracted for, and $1802 spent. 

«to completed at this time. The money spent includes $71 

He said he had done consid-|for office supplies, $919 for 

erable research on law, and had saries and $822 for travel 
made “specific efforts which 1|EXPenses. :-~"- 


Members of the committee! 
Tine like to bring out at are Land, Johns, Sen. John’ 


Rawls of Marianna, Sen. Dewey 

“I don’t have much I think , 
would be proper to take up at (CUED Her aun — i — 
this time,” the 31-year-old Erren o a bie 
-Tampa attorney said. J. B. Hopkins of yPseaml iL 
. “We have laid the groundwork| County and Rep. A. J. Mussel- 


Jr., of Broward County. 
and plan for an overall picture |™4?. 
of our investigation. We have All but Senator Johnson were 
got some people helping us.” present today. 
: Partly Concern Boycott 
"Hawes, who prosecuted . Ne- 
„groes involved in the Tallahas- 
. see bus boycott trials, said the 
«96 pages of reports gathered so 
fav. are partially concerned with): 
° the bus boycott. 
Tallahassee Negroes refused; 
to ride city buses after a dis-|: 
agreement over white and Negro}. 
seating arrangements, and thej: 
| city filed suit against them for|: 
! forming “illegal” car pools. į 
After Senator Johns said the]; 
| i reports deal with the -National|: 
Association for the Advance-|: 5 
. ment of Colored People, Hawes|: 
| “3 acknowledged that they do.. ; 
| But, he added, “work has been|; 












REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
adirli Dk srGiVh GUID ubar vist r 

reports deal with the -National|: 

Association for the Advance-|: 

ment of Colored People, Hawes Ë 

acknowledged that they do.. B 

But, he added, “work has been| 
done in at least one other area |i 

and maybe others.” Š 

~ -` Other Organizations —---4* 
* “We have gathered some in-|; 
' formation here on the NAACP|: 
and one or two other organiza-| 
tions,” Hawes said. “I don’t a 
think it will serve this commit-|: 
tee’s endeavor to be more spe-|: 
l am one cific than that.” . 
Cheasty, 49-year-old New 
York lawyer who has more than 

A y 20 years of investigative experi- 

erase ence, said he had to go to Wash- 

ington to get briefed by Robert $ 

Morris, chief counsel of the Sen-|: 

ate Internal Security Commit- $ 

tee. 4 

He said Morris had been|® 

“very helpful.” 4 

Cheasty said he also hadli 

called on the offices of Sen. 

Spessard L. Holland and Sen. 
George Smathers, 

“Their offices were very co-|' 

operative,” said Cheasty. : 

Sought Background i 

He said he was seeking back-|! 

ground material in Washington 

and the two senatorial offices 
helped him get it. 

: He suggested that the com- 
mittee write letters to the two 
senators thanking them for the 

- agsistance of their offices, . 

The investigator said he also 
had called on 80 “sources of 
information” in Florida and that 
he now has replies from them, | 

He asked the committee to 
label these replies confidential, 
as well as his 96 pages of re- 
ports. 

This was done. 

n Asşistant Named 

."Cheasty asked for, and got, 
aud assistant. At its afternoon 
‘Session, the investigative com- 
“mittee approved the hiring of 
Detective Sgt. R. J. Strickland 
~@f the Tallahassee Police De- 
“partment to help - Cheasty. 
Strickland will be paid $650 a 
Mmonth 


«e Strickland investigated the 

-Tallahassee Inter Civie Council 
wand the bus boycott. 

» The committee approved the 
«purchase by Cheasty of $30( 
‘Worth of electronics equipment 
“tá be used in the investigation 

i” ‘Cheasty said this equipmen: 

“Included several microphones 
“@:tape recorder, a tape “editor 
‘and a transcriber. 

With the use of this equip 
ment, Cheasty said the com 
‘mittee would “have a 'sur 

` record of what is said at ow 

meetings.” i 

The committee turned down : 
suggestion that it hire a clip. 
ping service to clip newspaper 
items which might be of use 
to it. Hawes said he didn’ 

think clippings would be ol 

any benefit in the investiga 


tions. 
Paid Per Diem 

; Hawes’ method of pay for 

expenses was rearranged. The 

comptroller had raised some 

question about “the legality ol 

| Hawes’ being paid for his actua’ 
; expenses instead of the pe 

diem rate in effect for othe 

state employes. 

| i - Hawes said he would prefe: 

| to be paid per diem. 

; The committee agreed to thi: 
| . after Rep. Henry Land of Or 
lando, committee chairman, sait 
that the attorney general’s offic: 
had ruled that money paid fo 
information could be paid sepa 
rately. 

The special investigative com 
mittee was organized by th 
legislature during its specii 
session this past Summer, an 
| was ‘given the $50,000 apprr 
priation to carry on its work, 

Senator Johns said today th; 
_—— 
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| of } 
Eyed As 


Counsel 

TALLAHASSEE — The legis- 
lative committee investigating 
organizations in Florida tenta- 
lively selected a chief counsel 
and investigator yesterday but 
would not reveal their names. 

At the same time, the com- 
mittee, designed principally to 


probe activities of the MAACP, 


. received a request from the 


Tallahassee City Comm. to in- 
vestigate the local bus boycott 
by Negro citizens but took no 
action on it. 


THERE WERE indications 
that the attorney selected as 
counsel is Mark Hawes, Tampa, 
who is currently prosecuting 
the Negroes arrested in the bus 
boycott in city court here. 

Hawes received a strong rec- 
ommendation from Atty. Gen. 
Richard Ervin, who appeared 
before the committee, and 
‘Sens. Charley Johns and Dewey 
Johnson voiced approval of 
Hawes before the members 
went into executive session to 
deliberate the matter. 


THE COMMITTEE agreed 
the counsel should be the 
principal man in the investiga- 
tion and that the chief investi- 





gator would obtain information 
along the lines the counsel 
suggests. 

At the recommendation of 
Sen. Johnson, the group de- 
cided it would be premature to 
agree to jump into the Talla- 
hassee boycott situation until 
ihe counsel and investigator 
had been named and could 
look into the matter. 


l 


SEVERAL NEGRO leaders, 
including the Florida NAACP 
lawyer, Francisco Rodriguez, 
Tampa, the Rev. C. K. Steele; 
head of the Tallahassee Inter- 
Civic Council which is direct- 
ing the boycott, and Dr. Gilbert 
Porter, Negro educator, attend- 
1ed the meeting but did not ask 
to be heard and left before 
it was over. 

‘The committee adopted rules 
of procedure conforming to 
those of congressional commit- 
tees and named Mrs. Lamar 
Bledsoe chief clerk of the. 
house, as its chief clerk. 

Chmn. Henry Land, an- 
nounced that the two persons 
selected as counsel and in- 
vestigator would be interview- 
ed within the next 10 days and 
that the next meeting will be 


held Ort 18 in Tallahacsea 
Feted Football Team 


The 12 R Class of oJnes High 
School, sponsored by Miss Eloise 
Brown feted the football team 
with a party on Tuesday, Oc- 
tober 2, 1956. Tim Duhart, the 
captain of the Tigers and sports- 
man of the team, thanked the 
class for the very fine enter- 
tainment. Edward Proctor, pres- 
ident of 12 B told the team how 
proud they are making the 
school family by fighting and 
holding up the Orange anid 
Green in athletic competition. 

















































Moultrie, Git. will 


night 
School. 
these officers to serve the 1956- 





The Gospel Light Singers of 
appear in 
‘concert Monday, October 15. 1596 


at 830 p.m. in the Jones High 
School auditorium, The public 
is urged to come out and hear 
this wonderful group. 
tickets, $1; at the door, $1.25: 
children’s: tickets $.50, 


Advance 


The Band Association held 
election of officers Thursday 
at Callahan Elementary 

The group re-elected 


1957 term: 
Mr. P. W. Wilson, President 
Mr. D. P. Duhart, vice pres. 
Mrs. M. L. Jones, Secretary 
Mrs. Julia Baker, Fiancial Sec. 
Mr. Jacob Smith, Jr., treas. 
The Band Association meets 

every first Thursday and in- 

vites all interested persons to 


come out to Callahan Elementary 


School at 8 p.m. and join its, 


activities. l dJ 





Paoa 
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Orlandoan | Gets Helm 


— 


Of CitizensCouncils 
| s | By Sentinel Services 


TALLAHASSEE — A group of 150 men and women or- 
ganized a statewide chain of white citizens councils headed by 
a Baptist evangelist yesterday to fight racial integration, the 
United Nations and “the tyranny of the Supreme Court.” 

The Rev. George A. Downs, Orlando, editor of the pro-seg- 
regation periodical Gospel@—————________-__ 


Times was named executive 
secretary and state organizer 
of the Assn. of Citizens Coyn- 
cils of Florida. “Homer T. 
Barrs, Tallahassee drug com- 
pany employe, was named ad- 
ministrator and Charles Creel, 
president of the Citizens Bank 
of Bushnell, treasurer. 


DOWNS, WHO describes 
himself as an evangelistic Bap- 
tist minister, has been active 
in early organizational work 
for the state group. 

The Florida group. modeled 
its organization after the 
movement which started in 
Mississippi. It decided on three 
executive directors from each 
of the state’s eight congres- 
sional districts as a statewide 
executive committee for which 
a chairman would be elected 
at each meeting. No dates for 
future meetings were set. 


THROUGHOUT THE day the 
group repeatedly emphasized: 
“We are not against the Ne- 
igro. We are for states’ rights 
and racial integrity.” 

“We don’t have to appeal to 
fanatics — they’re on our side 
anyway because they’ve got no 
place else to go,” said Robert 
Patterson, Indiola, Miss., exe- 
cutive secretary of the Citizens 
Councils of Mississippi. 


“WE WANT to appeal to the 
good, moderate people who 
are undecided. The secret to 
the solution of the problem we 
face today is organization,” 
Patterson declared during the 
seven-hour meeting. { 

Most of those who attended 
‘the meeting in the American 
Legion Home here were from 
| rural North Florida although 
metropolitan centers as far. 
south as St. Petersburg were 
represented. 


NAMED TO the executive 
committee by congressional 
districts were: 

First—Sam: Peacock, Brooks- 
ville, and M. L. Foker, St. Pe- 
tersburg. l 

Second — Herbert J. Lexon, 
Jacksonville. l 

Third — W. M. Cooper, Pan- 
ama City; Mrs. J. C. Brewing- 


| ton, Pensacola, and Charles 


Atchinson, Marianna. 

` Fifth — Bill Joyce, Daytona 
Beach; H. C. King, Bushnell, 
and S. C. Bryant, DeLand. 

_ Eighth — J. B. Hand, Live 
—S —— — — 






















Oak, and former State Rep. 
F. W. Bedenbaugh, Lake City. 


MRS. JAMES E. Thomas, 
president of the Citizens Coun- 
cil of St. Petersburg, told the 
convention she had been in 
frequent correspondence with 
Atty. Gen. Richard Ervin and 
Gov. LeRoy Collins regarding 
alleged violations of segrega- 
tion laws. 

“I know Mr. Ervin is for us. 
-hope the-governor-wil!-hold+— 
she said. 


.ALTHOUGH the group’s 
avowed purpose was maintain- 
ing racial segregation, much 
of its fire was directed at the 
United Nations. 

“Get rid of the UN and you ` 
get rid of the NAACP. said 
C. L. Parker, Chattahoochee. 

The actual organization was 


conducted by only a few mem- 
bers in a secret meeting while 
other delegates alternately 
made speeches, prayed and 
sipped hot coffee and dough- 


panes: 
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By BOB DELANEY 
(Times Bureau) 


t 
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TALLAHASSEE — Many of the documents and 
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Chairman Says. 'Luck' - 
|Aided Probe Committee 


correspondence 


4} used by the joint legislative committee in its current investigation 


| Of the NAACP were secured by “sheer luck,” 


according to Rep. 


{|Henry Land of Orange County, committee chairman. 


| Counsel Mark Hawes, of Tam. 
g| Pa, Monday leaned heavily on re- 
productions of what he called cor- 
espondence between Horace Hill, 
Daytona Beach attorney for Vir- 
gil Hawkins, and Robert L. Car- 
ter, assistant counsel for the 
NAACP in Ney York, in trying 
to show that the“ l 
















sought to show 
that Hill was 
paid by the : 
NAACP and in- LAN 
troduced photostatic copies of s 
eral checks to Hill from the Flor- 
ida NAACP legal defense . fund, | d 
ranging from $10 to $250.00. 

Reached by telephone at their 
respective offices yesterday both 
Carter and Hill said they had not 
given the legislative committee 





etails. 






Asked how the reproductions 


NAACP was got them.” 
master mind- 

ing Hawkins’ were obtained, 
| fight to enter 

the Universit; 

of Florida lay 

school, street.” 

Hawes, alsı 


Land said the records were 
“found by a committee employe, 
nobody walked up and gave them 
to us and to the best of my knowl- 


ill where- the com- 
em.” 


edge they are st 
mitlee found th 
He declined to give any further 


‘Several of the letters were 
rter and Hill said 
he was “virtually certain” that 
no copies of his letters to Carter 
were sent to anyone else. 


from Hill to Ca 


access to their files, either volun- 
tarily or otherwise, and Hill said, 
“if the copies 
(something he refused to concede 
while on the witness stand Mon- 
day) and Carter didn’t give them 
to the committee, somebody must 
have sneaked in 


are authentic 


my office and: 









Land said, “they 
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BACKS SEGREGATION LAWS— 


State 


ePTA Opposes Move 


To Scrap Public Schools 


ST. PETERSBURC, Nov. 15 
(By Staff Writer)—The Flor- 
ida Congress of Parents and 
Teachers yeste-dzy voted to 
oppose any move to scrap the 
public school system if full- 
scale integration comes to, 
Florida. 

But the group also upheld 
State plans to bolster -con- 
tinued segregation. 

In the closing day of its 
three-day meeting, the group 
turned down a motion by 
Mrs. Beatrice Inman of Jack- 


` sonville that the See 


strike out a pledge 
“vigorously oppose” a 
abolition of the school system~- 
in the face of i 

threats. Less than one-fourth 
of the convention delegates 
supported Mrs. Inman's 
motion. 

Shortly after that delegates 
turned down another move 
proposed by Mrs. Phyllis 
Ganey of Miami Beach. She 
asked that the conventio 
strike out a policy-plank | 


i motion was voted 





which urges county schools to 
make use of pro-segregation 
laws recently passed by the 
State Legislature. These laws 
are designed to slow down, if 
not halt, any trend toward 
school integration. . 

Loud applause greeted a 
remark from an unidentified 
Jacksonville delegzte, who 
said, 
desert our Southern way of 
living knows where to go.” . 

No change was made in the 
platform section aimed at 
shaping a better community 
through strict enforcement of 
protective laws and a con- 
tinuing drive to build “a 
healthy, wholesome environ- 
ment” for school children. 

In another move, the con- 
vention voted to urge the 
State to pass uniform legis- 
lation, insuring financing of 
“a realistic, nutritional and 
adequate” school lunch pro- 
gram. 

The convention also joined 


jn support of “a state con- | 
‘ stitution in keeping with the . 


demands of our times. .” 


. This section of the platform 


brought a motion asking for 


+ clarification of a report made 


by an FPTC constitutional ad- 
visory committee last Spring. 


Because of the lateness of the 


hour and the approaching 
close of the’ ——— this 
down. 


:-The -Riverview-Gibsonton 


. School of ‘Hillsborough spon- 
{sored a succeastul change in 


“anyone who wants to . 


the platform which reads: 
“To provide State and county 
support for adequate library 
services, with particular em- 
phasis on rural areas.” 
Morning -symposium speak- , 
ers declared the FPTC should : 
not limit itself’ to work in 
grammar and high schools. 
The speakers: declared plans 
must be formed to take care 


of an estimated 160,000 stu- 


dents who will be seeking en- 
trance into Florida colleges 
by 1960. 

Another highlight of the 
day’s activities was the 
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HERALD STATES ‘UNTRUTH’ 


E itor,/ The Herald: 

In today’s Tallahassee Democrat your 
article (Ed.—an editorial concerning the re- 
sults of the Tallahassee carpool trials in. 
which The Herald argued that nobody had 

~ won in the case) appeared on the editorial 
Page. 

You may not agree, but to me, if our 
Interim Investigating Committee (four 
House, three Senate members) that is pri- 
marily to investigate the NAACP, finds 
out what so many of us have thous 1 
along, that the NAACP is behind all the 
trouble the car boycott caused, I think the 
trial will prove successful. 

I will differ greatly with you where you 
say “How foolish of a city to seek to 
force people to ride the buses.” That is 
an untruth if I ever heard it! None of 
our people, our city commissioners, ever 
tried to force the Negroes to ride the 
buses. The Inter Civic Council (or NAACP, 
Rev. Steele js president of both) was run- 
ning a transportation system. They did not 
have “For Hire” tags, nor did they have 
taxi licenses, nor collision nor liability in- 
surance. They were wrong, not the people 
of Tallahassee and our leaders. 

E. S. ANDERSON 
822 Miccosukee Road 
Tallahassee, Fla, 














— —— —— — ——— — —— —— 


CONGRESS 
IONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF 

4 THE COLLECT 

REPRODUCED FRQ 


O? ma cope 





: ——— —— — 
FROM 


(FLORIDA CLIPPING SERVicE, 


Miami Herald 


TAMPA) 


hai Sea 





REPUBLICAN Theodore F, 

: Bahimann charged Friday that 
his Opponent for the Legista- 
p ture Democratie Rep. John B, 
' Orr Jra has “overlooked all 
| xcept his obses- 


on the Greater Miami scene: 
A fish fry for supporters of 
Adlai Stevenson and Sen. Estes 
Kefauver, the Democratie pres- 
idential ticket, will be held to- 
day from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at 47th 
Ave. and W, Flagler St, 
Us, Rep. Dante Fascell of 
i be guest Speaker, 
Open to the Public 
be served free, 
l x * k i 
GOERGE BRU c. 
lican candidate Opposing Dem- 
ocrat Charles (Chuck) Hall for 
the County Commission, ap- 
Pealed Friday for the voters to 


















other issues e 
| sion for integration.” . 
Bahlmann, in his strongest 
attack on Ors Pro-integration 
Stand, said Orr apparently “js 
trying to sell (the Public) a bill 
Of goods which he helieves him- 
self,” but Which “ 
Members of the House of Rep- 


resentatives and the governor 
(believe to be) wrong.” 


— — 


Orr, was the 
the Legislature 
tegration during 
sion, 


only member of 
to vote for in- 
the special ses- 
ment, 
He asked for Support as a 
criticized Orr means of giving 
ast week at the | first sęat on the 
State’ =emrentton= ir 


the GOP its 
S Dade County j 
NA Commisstom:==- -| * 
‘Pampaaiit~yot appearing be. 
fore Dade C 


E f x * & 
ounty civie organi- ELAND ZER C ‘ane 
Zations to explain his Stand, a AVANI near a — re 
“I want to offer day that his Opponent, incum- 
that if I am ele bent Rep. Fascell, voted against 
not attempt to he the Eisenhowep administration 
yY exercising my proposals in Congress 71 per 
liefs and.convictior cent of the time, 
—— et, tat 
“I shall abide by į rae would 
is the Majority wif 


Bahlimann also 
“for speaking | 
N. 







assurances 
cled, I shall 
come a hero 
personal he- 
IS in the af- 
Public,” the Re- 





re-election of 
hat which 


ean a contin- 
e uation of these “delaying” tac- 
een of the cit- tics in the program of the Pres- 
: ident. 
* kek k Hyzer Promised that if elect- 
; ed, he will Support the Eisen- 
OTHER POLITICAL SHORTS 


hower program all the Way, 
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[Kasper Danced With Negroes 
In New York But He Stirred 
Racial Hatred In Rally Here 


JKKK BROUGHT HIM. 
HERE; HENDRIX IS: 
(BACKING HIM YET 


: John Kasper, who ranted a-~ 
Suinst integration of the races. 
|in a speech at a Ku Klux Klan 
rally near Inverness Saturday: 
night, admitted Monday that he 
had. danced with. Negro girls at : 
mixed parties in New York City. : 

He told a legislative commit- | 
tee in Tallahassee that Negroes ` 
were his “closest: friends” at a 4 
time wien he was operating A; 
bookstore in New; orks. Giai — XXX 
wich Villago. RA vit 

Under — Kasper, 
now. 27, said he mingled with” 
them ‘‘socially and without dis- 
tinction.” He hedged and spar- 
red, according to the Associated | 
Press, before admitting to Mark 
Hawes,- committee counsel, that i 
he attended mixed parties. . 

` Dances The Shango > | 

One of the dances in which 
Jhe participated with. Negro girls | 
l| was the shango, a tribal dance. 
That was before he left the. 

i North to agitate the South’s al- 
ready troubled race relations. i 

He said he had several Negro ' 
friends and sometimes partied. _ 
|to the wee hours of the morn-” 
ing with Negroes, 

Kasper said he had danced 
with florette Henry, a Negro 
girl employed in his book store.. i 

Kaspef said his gcquaintance: 
‘with the girl continued for sev- 
era! years, and that he once .- 
‘took her on the train to Wash- © 
i| ington to see Ezra Pound, the 
poet. 





































3 


A Fine Girl 

He said he sent her a Christ- 
mas card from Tennessee last 
{December and that he still. 
J ainks: “she is ẹ fine girl.” — 
Bill Hendrix of Clearwater, of- 
{ficial of the Knights of the: Ku: 
Kiux Klan, and one of Kasper’s. 
sponsors in Fiorida, was asked 
{what he thought of the testi- 
mony. 6 

At first he said Kasper had 
been smeared, but yesterday he ' 
omplimented the committee, and.. 
said “they brought out nothing 
about Kasper I .didn’t. already a 
1 know.” 

They’re stit Buddies `; 

At one time reporters believ- 
ed Hendrix was breaking with 
Kasper, but they were togeth- 
‘er Tuesday night and Wednes- 
‘day in Tallahassee and then set 
‘out together for Hendrix’ home 
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John Kasper, who ranted a- 
Suinst integration of the races. 
in a speech at a Ku Klux Klan 7 
rally near Inverness Saturday: 
night, admitted Monday that he 
A had danced with Negro girls at 
mixed parties in New York City. 

He told a legislative commit- 
tee in Tallahassee that Negroes.” 
were his “closest friends” at a, 
time when he was operating a. 
bookstore in New York’s Green- 
A 4 wich Village. Mr we es 
— Under questioning, Kasper, 
nyw 27, said he mingled with `’ 
them ‘‘socially and without dis- 
tinction.” He hedged and spar- 
red, according to the Associated 
Press, before admitting to Mark 
Hawes, committee counsel, that 
he attended mixed parties. . 

Dances The Shango 

One of the dances in which 
he participated with Negro girls . 
was the shango, a tribal dance. 
That was before he left the 
4 North tw agitate the South’s al- 
ready troubled race relations. 

He said he had several Negro 
friends and sometimes partied 
tu the wee hours of the morn- | 
ing with Negroes. 

Kasper said he had danced 
with florette Henry, a Negro. 
girl employed in his book store.. 

Kaspef said his gcquaintance: — 
with the girl continued for sev- 
eral years, and that he ` once 
took her on the train to Wash- 
ington to see Ezra Pound, the 
poet. : 


22— 
































A Fine Girl 
He said he sent her a Christ- 
mas card from Tennessee last 
t Deçember and that he still. 
aunks “she is a fine girl.” 
` Bill Hendrix of Clearwater, of-- 
ficial of the Knights of the Ku: 
Kiux Klan, and one of Kasper’s 
sponsors in Florida, was asked 
|what he thought of the testi- 
mony. j f 
At first he said Kasper had 
been smeared, but yesterday he ' 
complimented the commities, and.. 
said “they brought out nothing 
about Kasper I didn’t. already 
| know.” 
They’re Still Buddies 
At one time reporters believ- 
ed Hendrix was breaking with 
Kasper, but they were togeth- 
| er Tuesday night and Wednes- ` 
day in Tallahassee and then set 
a out together for Hendrix’ home 
in Oldsmar. 

Hendrix said he had never. 
turned against Kasper. 
= Fred B. Huavkett, Miami car-- 
‘penter, who helped Kasper found” 
the Seaboard White Citizens 
‘Council of Washington, D. C., 
renounced all connection with 
Kasper and the organization. 

Kasper has been sentenced to 
a year in prison for contempt 
of court during his anti-integra- 
tion activities in Clinton, Tenn., 
buti is free on $10,000 bond pend- 
ing appeal. 

KKK Meets Here. 

The Legislative committee is 
investigating the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement 
of Colored people and white su. - 
premacy groups. 

Kasper, a tall, broad should- ` 
ered man, was born in Camden, 
N. J.,, went to school there and : 
later attended high school ir 
Philadelphia, Pa. He is a grad- 
uate of tha Columbia University 
School of General Studies. 

He was the chief speaker at 
the KKK rally..in- Crawford Bel--: 
lamy’s cow pasture near Coop- 
er Lake south of Inverness Sat- 
urday night. Crosses burned to - 

right and left of the nlatform, 

And throughout most of the 
long speech foux hooded men, 
Presumably officers of the K- 
KK, stood flanking the platform, 
two at either end. Kasper de- 
nounced’ Negroes as inferior 
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Philadelphia, Pa. He is a grad- 
uate of tha Columbia University 
School of General Studies. ‘ 
He was the chief speaker at 
the KKK rally in Crawford Bel--. 
lamy’s cow pasture near Coop-- 
er Lake south of Inverness Sat- 
urday night. Crosses burned to 
right and left of the platform, 
And throughout most of the 
long speech fow hooded men, 
presumably officers of the K- 


— KK, stood flanking the platform, 


two at either end. Kasper de- 
nounced’ Negroes as inferior 
citizens but reserved his 
strongest language for Jews. 

Hea made insinuations about 
Presidont ` Eisenhower's anecs- 
‘|try, called him a ‘‘nigger-lover,’’- 
assailed Vice-President Nixon 
because ‘of the latter’s visit’ to 
Africa and derided the Presi 
dent’s advisors and the U. S. 
Supreme Court. 

Of Gov. LeRoy Collins, Kas- 
Per said, “He is tryin to o 
Migger Frank Clements (rover: 
nor of Tennessee) and if he 
does we want to see that he 
wets what Clements got — total 
repudiation,” l 

' .: He advocated a legislative pro- 

eran, that would not allow citi- 

zens to vote in Florida unless 

—they have-lived five years ` 

“the state, four in the cour’ k 

three in the precinct „<7 amı 

; „ . The -ob 

poet, he — Vas tè. coniru 

# E county - Jews -“who : kecy 
moving pack and forth.” 

He also had something to say 
about | Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions. The Inverness PTA op- 
Posed his appearance in this ary. 
ea. eee 

Says PTA Captured. 

“The PTA,” said Kasper, “has 
been captured because we have 
not. been there.” He said the 
PTA and the Boy Scouts “are 
telling you to accept world 
brotherhood and forget our own 
glory.” 

Kasper was introduced by Bill 
Hendrix, who Claims to head 
the KKK in Forida. Hendrix 
seemed to think that the Chron- 
icle’ had misrepresented the ac- 
tion” taken by the Inverness P- 
TA prior to Kasper’s appearance 
here. ‘ 

On March 5 at a meeting of 
City’ Ceuncil, Mayor Doug Step- 
hens read this letter: 
“Attention Mayor Stephens and 
City Couneisy Members, ' 
“Dear Sirs: l 

“It has been ‘requested that 
the following, taken from the | 
minutes of the March 4, 1957 

' PTA meeting, be read before 
your meeting Tuesday evening: 

“Majority of members pres- 
ent wish to go on record as 
heing strongly against Mr. John 
Kasper, segregationist, speak- 
ing ‘in . Inverness on Saturday, 
March 9, 1957, ; 

“Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) “Mrs. Ken- 
neth Corbin, - f 
“Secretary, Inverness 
PTA.” 
~. There were between 75 and 
100 cars at the KKK meeting. 
Most of the people stayed in 
their cars, but a good many 
stood, in a semi-circle in front 
-of the speaker’s stand. A re- 
porters check indicated that 
most of the cars were from out 
of the county. a 


areen 


+ 
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_ a license to invade my fraternity 
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Petersburg Independent 


OCT 1 o 1956 


Take Note . 

Tho eg ys who have little re- 
spect for fob have less respect 
for the two high C's (Clements 
and Chandler) who made the Ga- 
rand rifle, with fixed bayonet, 
the symbol of brotherly love. The 
encouraging words of Davis Lee, 
in your recent guest editorial, is 
by far more palatable. Coming 
from a Negro newspaper, “You 
Can't Eat Integration,” the words 
of that writer should daub a sob- 
ering tint to the rapidly deteri- 
orating racial picture. 

The Negro is entitled to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happi- 
ness and equal protection under. 
the law. This does not give him 
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or my social circle. Likewise, he 
is entitled to an individual home 


and an abundance of breathing 
space, because, the laws of pro- 
creation will not be denied. By 
the same token, he should have 
ample recreational areas and a 
usable, sanitary bathing beach— 
problems that border on criminal 
negligence locally ‘for which we 
are all to blame. Lastly, he is 
entitled to the best job and the 
best profession into which his 
brains and hands will lead him. 
Court decrees will not substi- ` 
tute for common sense and rea- 
son. Brotherly love, shielding sus- 
picions and harboring political as- 
pirations, is a dangerous thing. 
Because, the loudest proclaimers 
of the brotherhood of man are 
the very people who would knock 
down the doors to American se- 
curity and immigration and flood 
this land with competitors to jobs 
to which the American Negro is 
justly entitled. However, - if the 


. Negro is incapable of discerning 


the nefarious schemes of the top, 
white skinned planners of the 


~-4--NAACP, he will awaken some-fine— 


weet 


morning to fint that he has voted 
himself right back into abomin- 
able slavery. j 

In conclusion, the American Ne- 
gro has come a long way in less 
than 300 years. He is far out in 
front of his distant cousins in 
other lands. Yet, if he is not to 
stall and stagnate in his efforts 
to climb the ladder to a better, 
future life upon this continent, it 
will pay him to take nate of men 
like Davis Lee. Certainly, he is 
entitled to better than the sham- 
bled shacks of the South and the 
dirty, pest infested rat holes of 
the North (so are all races). How- 
ever, to rise above them, he can 
ill afford to continue to alienate 
his best friends by holding con- 
sort with his worst enemies. 


CLAUDE STRICKLAND 
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= 
Beach Book Gives Plan 
To End Black Babies 


l review for adults only. Tt deals with a paper 
cover publication by Will Bryan and printed by The 
Freedom Company, Inc., Miami Beach, entitled “No More 
Black Babies.” 











First it is a fantastic and disagreable story about 
the formation of a small group in Washington, D. C. 
to launch a movement to bring about the sexual rela- 
tions between whites and blacks, so the results will 
be half breeds, children of mixed color, Negroes are 


But aside from this revolting proposal certain 
principles or aims are outlined which would undoubtedly 
meet the approval of t CP and the integrationists. 
This program includes encouraging sex promiscuity by 
mutual consent between the races, especially among ' 
School children, Working to bring about mixed Schools, ` 
particularly in the lower grades, (This is being done now.) 
Endeavoring to have newspapers publish as many pictures 
of mixed 8roups as possible (See Herald front page) and 
Striving to have mixed casts in theatrical and television 
Shows; also Planning amateur shows with white and 
colored people in the casts, Soliciting the Cooperation of 
white preachers to work with colored groups in every 
possible way. (See Life magazine.) Encouraging colored 
girls to become trained nurses and colored boys and girls 
to become doctors, The use of liquors and drugs when 
expedient. Influencing more colored young men to qualify 
for police officers, as well as all Civil service Positions. 
And for fina] plank, That the word Negro be eliminated 
from our vocabularies, It js to be the Colored race. 


Wow opts 
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/ $} By JIM HARDEE 


Bentinel Tallahassee Bureau 
TALLAHASSEE — The legis- 3 
lative committee investigating | 
organizations in Florida tenta- 
tively selected a chief counsel | 
and investigator yesterday but 
would not reveal their. names, 
At the same time, the com- 
mittee, designed principally to 
probe activities of the NAACP, 
received a request from the 
Tallahassee City Comm, to in- 
vestigate the local bus boycott 
by Negro citizens but took no 


action on it. 
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U.S. Reds 


Florida Legislative 
Committee Told 
Agitation Is Goal 
Of Communist 
Party In South. 


By MARTIN WALDRON 
Trjbune Staff Writer 


TALLAHASSEE, Feb. 10. .— 
Pink-faced J. B. Matthews, 63, a 
professional Communist “re- 
searcher,” told a committee of | : 
the Florida Legislature. today 
that stirring up racial agitation 
in the South was a prime pur- 
pose of the Communist Party in 
the United States, - 

Matthews said this is indi- 
cated clearly in his million- 
dollar library of Communist 
literature. 

The witness, first to give testi- 
mony in the legislature’s inves- 
tigation of Communism in Flor- 
ida, said the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of 
Colored People has been suc- 
cessfully infiltrated by Commu- 
nist agents. 

Of 236 people listed as nation- 
al officers of the NAACP, 145 
“have records of affiliation with 
Communist organizations,” Mat- 
thews testified. 

This was not to say, Matthews 


(Continued on Page 11, Col, 3) } 
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[Race Strife In South Said The Prime Goal Of Reds 


up racial discor d through 
“front” organizations as part of 













































Today’s hearing lasted less 


(Continued from Page 1) “dupes,” he said, “and others 
‘ than two hours, being adjourned 


that these- individuals like to see their names in print 




















































































— Communists, on letterheads.” its effort to overthrow the|abruptly at noon after Matthews 
These “Communist organiza- Some Believe in Aims American government. had outlined in general what he 


conceived to be the aim of the 
American Communist Party. 

This is, he said, overthrow of 
the U. S. Government by force 
and violence. 

Committee Counsel Mark 
Hawes said Matthews may be 
called again tomorrow, but said 
if he is, it will be for only a 
few questions. 

After Matthews quits the 
stand, the committee will under- 
take an examination of the 
Florida Council for Human Re- 
lationg and its Tallahassee 
branch. 

Johns Cites Aims 


In a. special statement read 
at the opening of today’s hear- 


If integration of the races 
ever is achieved, Communists 
will drop the race relations 
field, he predicted. 

Matthews, now a New Yorker, 
was former research director for 
the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities headed by 
Rep. Martin Dies of Texas in 
the early 1940's. 

For about a month in 1953, 
Matthews was executive direc- 
tor of the U. S. Senate Sub- 
committee on inve stigations 
under the late Sen. Joe Mc- 
Carthy of Wisconsin. 

Matthews was fired from 
that job after a furor over his 
charge that Protestant preach- 
ers were giving more support 
to the Communist apparatus 
than any other group. 

He listed this job as one of 
qualifications as an expert in 
tum ‘his testimony today. 


tant his testimony tode _. 
— TF 


tions” mentioned by him are) Others believe in some of the 
mostly Communist front groups, | aims of the party such as peace 
he said. and civil liberties. 
2 Many people who join Com- Matthews added that the 
me munist front organizations are Communist Party seeks to stir 
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Starke said the committee did 
not desire to “injure, harass or 
unnecessarily embarrass any in- 
dividual or organization.” 

“It is, however, the plain duty 
and firm intention of this com- 
mittee to develop facts, within 
its possession, concerning sub- 
version in this state,” Johns 
went on. 

“This subversion has its roots 
outside this state and even out- 
side this country. It will, there- 
fore, be necessary in order to 
\to lay the local activities of cer- 
tain persons and organizations 
in their proper perspective that 
we develop generally the nation- 
al background of the Communis- 
tie conspiracy and the national 
makeup and direction of certain 
other organizations. 

“This hearing will develop 
this phase of the evidence as 
briefly and quickly as possible. | . 

Specific Activities 

“Subsequent hearings, includ- 
ing the one in Miami, on Feb. 
specifically with the 


pa of people and sree 


actions are designed to carry 
out the purposes of the Com- 
munist Party. 

“We shall attempt to deter- 
mine the decree of influence 
that the Communist Party has 
succeeded in exerting on the 


Florida in the field of race rela- 
tions as well as other fields of 
great public importance and 
interest. 

“We are extremely fortunate 
to have as our first witness in 
.|this opening hearing the man 
whom this committee firmly be- 
lieves to be the leading author 
ity on the subject of Commu- 
nism in this country. 
“We believe his qualifications 
_ {and most extensive knowledge 
of the subject matter under in- 
quiry will become ‘readily ap- 
parent to those who hear his 
. | testimony. 

“The committee does not in- 
tend by insinuation or {inference 
to assert that every person 
named in the testimony in these | . 
proceedings or every person whol. 
is subpoenaed as a witness in 
these proceedings are: Commu- 
nists or Communistically in- 
clined. 

“We ask that no conclusions 
be drawn against any person s0 
named or. so ‘subpoenaed until 
the full facts are finally devel- 
oped, and that opinions be 
formed concerning all persons 
named and subpoenaed only 
after the full evidence has been 
finally developed and dis- 
seminated. 
| “It will be the policy of this 

committee to permit any person 

named as a Communist by any 
| witness before this committee 
to appear as a witness and to 
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Only three or four persons 
were listed as Communists in 
today’s testimony, none of them. 
from Florida. 

Matthews said one Loren Mil- 
ler of California, whom he said 





said was main representative of 
the Communist Party in the 
South, - 


Jackson's address was not 
given. 


fund. 

Matthews said this is the same 
organization as the ‘Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare, 
which was organized in 1938 in 
Birmingham, and later moved to 


The conference was Commu- 
nistie originally, Matthews said, 
and has the same offices, same 
address and so on as before. 

Matthews read a list of 46 of- 
ficials of the NAACP whom he 
said belonged to 15 or more 
Communistic front organiza- 
tions. së 
These included such names as 
that of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Archibald MacLeish, poet and 
former librarian of Congress, | 
and others: similarly situated, 
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Winter Haven News-Chief 


| iws-Chief Editorials , 
[AACP .. | 


| NAACP has been about the most ill-advised move- 
at we have seen in years. Whether it is that those |: 
© run it are playing it by ear, or are ignorant, we , 
10W. ; 
far it has gained nothing but scorn for the colored 
nd in our opinion the time will come when those |: 
ould normally have gone along with a lot of things 
betterment of that race, will fight their every move. 
ve NAACP apparently has some idea that it is above 
v. They haven’t stopped to think out the future. They 
rogant in their approach, which ho one likes in any 
lo our way of looking at it, they have set the colored 
back about a decade. There is a right way and a 
p way to do any thing and so far those operating this 
am hava done it the wrong way. 
| sit 
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No Help 


Tallahassde City officials have asked a 
legislative investigation committee which 
is aiming its fire at the NAACP to look 
into affairs of organizations here “which 
constitute a violation of the laws of Flor- 
ida.” 

The cryptic request names no names 
and gives no facts about law Violations to 
direct the committee into its inquiry, but 
apparently the object would be the or- 
ganizations behind the bus boycott. 

We're sorry the City officers did it. 

In the first place, we doubt that any 
investigation by the committee 


ing point in the Campaign to finance its 
reckless work, 

In the second Place, we think the sit- 
uation in Tallahassee—irksome and dis- 
tasteful as it is—is one 
dle right here among ourselves and we 
don’t’ need any help from out-of-county 


Needed 





ee 


gle incident of Violence or threatened vio- 
lence by either race. There have been 
accusations of only two classes of law 
Violation: 


l. A series of minor traffic charges, 


They were handled by City court'in rou. 


tine fashion, 
that the bus boy- 
cotters are operating a commercial trans- 


it through the orderly processes of demo- 
cratic American litigation. i 
That’s the way it ought to be. 
If there are illegal organizations oper- 


` to sit in review, 


A legislative investigating committee is 


. à poor shortcut to justice or Settlement of. 
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Cracker Crumbs |_ 
About Chis That |i 





| © Oh Not/r? al 
| on No! Not again! MEN! It’s 
igonna be the pame old story! 
Women’s hair "js to be cut shorter 
again this ‘year! J | 
: Yep, sorry as we are to’ see it, 
we read the other day ihat ihe 
fashion experts have decreed 
(they're as bad as the U. S. Su- 
preme Court) that women’s hair 
will again be cut short this sea- 
son — BUT, ladies, its not only 
going to pe cut short — but 
SHORTER! Yep, that's what the 
experts say! J 
Well, we lived through -the 
poodle cut, the Ulysees cut, the 
“Weeping Willow” cut, and a few 
others! Guess we'll just close our 
eyes and drag through another 
season. ` 
BUT, confidentially, what has 
got us worried is this: You know 
all this pusiness about evolution 
and such? Well, if women keep 
cutting their hair shorter and 
° shorter each year, doesn't it stand 
o reascn that soon we'll have, 
envolved ‘race of “BALD HEAD-' 
- BD" women? 

Think about that a little bit, 
girls! Ugh! What a norrible 
thought! - 

— 


Dr. Coggins- . 


Much has been said pro and 
con concerning the firing of 
Florida’s only Public Health Doc- 
tor, Deborah Coggins, py ‘three 
North Florida counties, brought 
about because of her preach of 
segregation principles. 

We feel the firing was justified 
because Southerners must re- 
member — just onè little crack in 
the dam, and the whole thing 
goes! Tolerate no preach of tried 
and true Southern segregation 
practices —and we'll have no 
troubles! i 

p — 
Hurrah For Ruark! 

We con't know how many of 
you road the “stuff? of ihat 
hilarious columnist, Robert Ruark, : 
each day in the daily scandal 
sheets. We do and we got a big 
kick out of his declaration that 
he has yet to see or hear Elvis 
Presley Or Liberace on either ihe, 
radio or ielevision! , ‘ 

Now that’s a man after our. 
own heart! How he managed to‘ 
do it is peyond our comprehen- 

gion sn -Wut well- wage? that: if. he} 
offered his secret to any of the’ 
millions who have suffered at the. 
radio or T.V. or both — he'd go. 
down in the annals of history as 
the world’s greatest humanitar- 
ian! l 


—_—_—=_—_—_—_—_" 


“Not So” Bad! i 
Have you ever stopped to think: 


Today is the tomorrow that you’ 
worried about yesterday??? i 
— | 


aee — 


We Quote: i 
We got quite a kick out of the, 
following notable quotes that we 
ran across the other day: i 
ug do most of my work sitting. 
down; that’s where J shine.” —; 
Benchley. ; | 
“There is & great difference! 
between a young man looking for} 
a situation and one looking for, 
work.” —Shaw. i 
“Work is the greatest thing in 
the world, so we should always" 
meset-it~-for 5 OmOTTOY abonas, 


| 

| .--pave-s0 

| —Harold. i 

| “work consists of whatever & 

body is obliged to do, and play 

| + consists of whatever @ pody is 
a . not, obliged to do.” —Clemens. 


“ go on working for the same 
_yeason that a hen goes on laying 
eggs.” —Menken. 


———— 


Honeymoon Over? 


cn a aR Ia IR I I —————————————— 
; We heard tell of the newly wed, 
_aanie the other day who decided | 
-hanw the 
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t Have you ever stopped to think: |; 
Today is the tomorrow that you’ 

worried about yesterday??? | 

i 


We Quote: 

We got quite a kick out of the, 
following notable quotes that we 
ran across the other day: 

“I do most of my work sitting 
down; that’s where I shine.” —; 
Benchley. 

“There is a great difference: 
between a young man looking forj 
a situation and one looking for | 
work.” —Shaw. | 

` “Work is the greatest thing in 
the world, so we should always” 

+: gave -some-of-it -for-tomorrey:+-— 
—Harold. í 

“Work consists of whatever a 
body is obliged to do, and play 
consists of whatever a body is 

‘not obliged to do.” —Clemens. 
“ go on working for the same 
. reason that a hen goes on laying 

eggs.” —Menken. 











Honeymoon Over? 
! We heard tell of the newly. wed, 
‘ couple the other day who decided | 
the honeymoon was over when the 
: husband said one morning: “Who 
| spilled the mustard on this waf- 

| fle, dear?” 

“Oh Henry! How could you? 

This is lemon pie!” 





Great Pride. 
| Talk about modern-day kids, 
| this is said to have really hap-! 
pened: A father was telling one| 
| of his friends the other day: “Ty 
just don’t know what to do with; 
: my son. He's so conceited that on | 
) his Jast birthday he sent a tele- | 
gram of congratulations io his 
mother!” | 


Modern Student. i i 

A student at the Univ. 6f Flor-. 
ida the other day was talking to 
his professor, and said: “Sir, Pm 
indebted to you for all I know.” i 

To which the professor replied:! 
“Oh, don’t mention such a mere; 
trifle.” 











Finished? ? ? 

And then there was the irate 
and harassed father, who, when | 
looking over the bills from his 
daughter's schooling, thundered: 
“This finishing school we're send- 
f ing her to just who is it sup- 
posed to finish???” 








Too Good! 

Did YOU read about the state 
NAACP. official from Tampa who 
thought he was TOO GOOD to be 
arrested like any other citizen 
who was violating the law? Just 
another case of the arrogance and 
intolerabłe attitude of that com- 


munist-backed organization that 
is using the negro as its tool! | 
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New facts 
in Hawkins 
case--Ervin 


\ la } 

T AHASSEE M —Atty, Gen. 
Richard Ervin today asked the 
Supreme Court to take additional 
testimony in the Virgil Hawkins 
case because of new evidence un- 
covered by the Legislative NACCP 
Investigating Committee. 1” 

Hawkins is a 47-year-old Day-|: 
tona Beach Negro who has been | 
attempting for eight years to | 














— ot į; 


| 








zain entrance to the law school at 
the all white University of Flor- 
ida. : 

The Supreme Court has said he 
may enter the law school “but 
has not yet ruled on when he ac- 
tually may be admitted. 


Affects ‘Good Falth’ 


Ervin said the NAACP Commit- 
tee, which has questioned Haw- 
kins and his attorney at length, 
has discovered evidence affect- 
ing the good faith of the Negro’s 
attempts to gain admission to the 
University. 

The attorney general asked the 
court to appoint a commissioner to 
take testimony from Hawkins, the 
State Board of Control “and 
Such other witnesses as either par- 
ty may produce relative to mat- 
‘ters previously unknown to (the 
Board of Control) and recently 
discovered evidence affecting the 
bona fides of this cause.” 


The Legislative .Committeg at- 
tempted to” proye the litigation 
aimed at getting Hawking. into the 
University was directed and fti- 
nanced by the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Co- 
lored People. : 

Hawkins’ attorney, Horace Hill 
of Daytona Beach, testified he had 
billed the NAACP for his fees and: 
had received payments from the 
organigation’s legal defense 
fund, 

However, he denied that NAACP 
lawyers in New York took full 
control of the case when it went 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. 3 
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Wasti g Money , 

Editor! This indeed is the farce of the year, 
A Florida legislative committee down in 
Miami investigating the NAACP for “barra- 
try,” “attempting to inceng Tolénce,” etc., 
while members of white Citizens Councils and 
-| the KKK attempt to drive a Negro citizen 
out of his own home. 

It will be interesting to see how many other 
foolish ways the next Session of the state leg- 


islature will think of to waste taxpayers’ 
money. 


F. A. SMITH, M 
Sanford k 
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tion, mostly NAACP members along with trouble-stirring 
commies, began pus ing. 

Most of us realize that there will have to be a change, 
but again it will have to be gradual. The people in Washing- 
ton went all out for a quick change—they now feel that it 
was all too hasty and that neither side was ready. 


rather rough civil rights bills that will do more harm than 
good at this time. Let’s take this whole thing slower and 
when we do the job let’s have harmony, not factional fights. 
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Courts are sy 
sphere, which is 


All courts j 
cendent and oo ound fee! 
reverse their’: forme o j x 8 £ 

his is up to the a 
authorities, e]. z 

rom the beainniny 
nation the Supreme Court of the 

United States had held that the 

matter of segregation of the rac- 

es was within control of the 
states and the federal govern- | 
ment had no power to regulate 
it except in interstate commerce. 





Upon that black Monday in 
October the nine old radicals in | 
their black robes threw all their 
former decisions in the ash_can} 
and took as authority the Com- 
munistic writings of Europe. and 
brushed aside law, reason, and 
precedent. These nine old radi- 
cals decreed chaos and confusion. 
They destroyed the Constitution 
and decreed chaos and the abol- 
ition of dual sovereignty. 





During the campaign for Gov- 
ernor in the primary between: 
Governor LeRoy Collins and 
Sumter Lowry, it was asserted; 
by the Lowry followers that the, 
only effective way to maintain | 
segregation was for the Gover- | 
nor and Legislature to invoke| 
interposition. : 

This meant, of course, the reed 
terposition of state sovereignty 
against the false claim of federal 
jurisdiction over the racial se- 
gregation question. 





_. General Lowry repeatedly as- 
serted that this was the only 
way to maintain segregation in 
Florida. Governor Collins said’ 
this was all bosh and that he, 
would maintain segregation ap- 
parently by a wave of the — 
Collins wand. The negroes are 
riding the buses in the capitol. 
of Florida. The negroes are rid- 
inq the buses on the very streets 
which Collins travels to go to 
his office. Segregation in the‘ 
constitution and laws of Florida ' 
is being defied and flaunted by. 
the NAACP and Urban League, , 


i 








Governor Collins adjourned i 
the last session of the legisla- | 
ture by executive fiat in vio-| 
lation of all ‘precedent to keep | 
it from passing an interposition ' ow. 
act. . — 
Today Governor Collins lack- Richard Ervin, Attorney Gen- 
ing both the will and courage to eral of Florida, ought to begin 


invoke the interposition of state legal — — a — — 
sovereignty against the unlawful corporate charters or 2P 


and unconstitutional decision of | and the — mo — the 
the United States Supreme Court, ground o A —— a = un 
sees the sovereignty of Floriġa | @wiul maintenance of litigation. 
Blawatad in ite nwn ranital. They have no right to solicit) 
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` During the campaign for Gov- 
ernor in the primary between 
Governor LeRoy Collins and 
Sumter Lowry, it was asserted 
by the Lowry followers that the 
only effective way to maintain 
segregation was for the Gover- 
nor and Legislature to invoke 
interposition. 

is meant, of course, the in- 
terposition of state sovereignty 
against the false claim of federal 
Jurisdiction over the racial se- 
gregation question. 





.. General Lowry repeatedly as- 
serted that this was the only 
way to maintain segregation in 
Florida. Governor Collins said 


Es 


l 


i 


this was all bosh and that he; 
would maintain segregation ap- | 


parently by a wave of the magic 


Collins wand. The negroes are | 
riding the buses in the capitol |, 


of Florida. The negroes are rid- 
` inq the buses on the very streets 
which Collins travels to go to 


his office. Segregation in the 
constitution and laws of Florida 


i 


‘ 
i 


is being defied and flaunted by: 


the NAACP and Urban League, 





Governor Collins adjourned 


j 
1 
i 


the last session of the legisla- | 


ture by executive fiat in vio- 
lation of all “precedent to keep 


— — — — 


it from passing an interposition ! now. 


act. 


ing both the will and courage to 
invoke the interposition of state 
sovereignty against the unlawful 
and unconstitutional decision of 
the United States Supreme Court 
sees the sovereignty of Florida 
flaunted in its own capital. 





Interposition of the Sovereign- 
ty of Florida can no longer be 
delayed and surely LeRoy Collins 
must clearly see that situation 
today. Collins must rise to the 


| 
Today Governor Collins lack. | 


Richard Ervin, Attorney Gen- 
eral of Florida, ought to begin 
‘legal action now to cancel the 
; corporate charters of the NAACP 
| and the Urban League upon the 
.ground of their illegal and un- 
| lawful maintenance of litigation. 

They have no right to solicit 
contributions. They are not char- 
itable organizations, They are 
political organizations. They are 
| paying negroes to violate the 
Constitution and laws of Florida. 

The time has come when the 


stature of a real Governor or United States District Courts 


admit that he has just been pre- 
tending to be for segregation. 


The City Commission of Talla- 
hassee is standing up like men. 
They are willing to uphold the 
Constitution and Laws of Flor- 
ida, but Governor Collins is 
shirking his duty. There is no 
need for him to play politics 


must be told by the Governor of 
Florida that this sovereign state 
has interposed its sovereignty a- 
gainst the unlawful assumption 
of jurisdiction by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, Un- 
til the State of Florida does this, 
the District Courts must follow 
the decision made by the United 
States Supreme Court, 


O m a ee 
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Miami Herald 








| 
FLORIDA Pib 2 0 $357 ! 
a be of NAACP Completed 


LAHASSEE—The 







e legislative investigating com- 
investigating the “Florida NAACP ended its 
| Tallahassee hearings and announced” it 


if has sufficient in- 

formation to slow down paid racial agitation and Suppress 

“advocates of overthrowing established laws and customs.” 

The probers indicated they ' —- — 
would offer new legislation at 
the April session and said they 

might investigate the Ku Klux 


Klan and White Citizens Coun 
cil next, 
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Bob Bryant, Dade City, deputy 
tax assessor for Pasco County, was 
principal speaker at the Rotary 
Club’s weekly luncheon at the Cot- 
tage Thursday. He used as his 
subject the segregation issue. 


The speaker said white citizens 
of Florida are not taking appropri- 
ate action to maintain segregation 
within the state. He gave infor- 
mation on the all-out effort being 
expended by the NAACP to bring 
about total integration. 

Bryant said, ‘‘While I do not 
have the answer to the problem, 
it is my belief white people should 
be alerted to the situation and plan 
a concerted course of action.” 


Information was given local Ro- 
tarians that the Zephyrhills Rotary 
Club placed 10th in attendance out 
of 47 clubs in District 244 for 
October, with an average attend- 








| Deputy Asks Fight for Seg 


| 
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regation 
ance percentage of 94.15. The 


Dade City Club ranked 11th and 
Clearwater Beach won top honors. 


Since July the local club has had 
two meetings at which 100 per: 
cent attendance was recorded. ‘ 


Guests at the luncheon meeting 
included James E. McGinnis, Bed- 
ford, Ind., father of James E. 
McGinnis; Lou Herrmann, Ed 
Steinmeyer and Jack Nichols, all 
of Dade City. 

Nichols, as president of the Dade 
City Rotary Club, invited the local 
group’s attendance at a holiday 
event at the Armory, when the 
Dade Citians will sponsor Billy 
' Mays and his Orchestra. 
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a 
— Life. l 
|" We got quite a kick out of k 
— in Sunday's paper. 
| edy looking hobos 
lolling in the shade and ——— 
life easy. One said to the other: 
| eves sir, folks are finally — 
| around to our philosophy of liv- 
| 


showed two se 





i i hort- 
ing. Everybody is wanting sS - 
* nours, ea work, longer week 


—— holidays, and more and 
l And this seems to be so true! 
What has happened to the old 
American philosophy ‘ of “An 


honest days work’ for an honest 
_| dollar?” 





In Again. 

Well, Ike and Nixon are in 
again! And just think, it only 
took a $1,000,000 to put on the 
simple “swearing in” ceremony 
and the shin-digs that went with 
it! Talk about economy in gov- 


ernment—\we ain’t got it! 








-| 


Inflation. 

Someone the other day set forth 
this definition of inflation: It’s 
when nobody has enough money, 
because everybody has too much! 





That Sales Tax. 

We've always said that once a 
tax is put on, it’s never lowered 
or removed. Take the case of the 
State Sales Tax, for instance. We 
never hear a murmer about lows, 
ering the already high three — 
cent levy. Itis always up and up 
—no talk of down and down! Now 
we find that the legislators are 
starting to beat the drums for an 
increase in the tax. to 4 garcent— 
or four cents on every dollar! 
MAN! By the time the federal 
government takes its 22 or more 
percent, the ‘state its four per- 
cent, and we pay all the other go- 
called “hidden” taxes such as 
luxury taxes, excise taxes, etc., 
just how much of that 100 cents 
is left for the poor guy who 
sweats to earn it? Not much! 





The Modern Way. 

A college senior dated a young 
lady from a nearby girls’ school 
a few times. Then some weeks 
passed, and when she hadn't 
heard from him she sent a tele- 
gram reading: ‘Dead, delayed, or 
disinterested?” 

Back came the prompt reply: 
“Hunting, fishing, or trapping?” |. 





The Tallahassee Situation. ] 

Several years back we wrote | 
; about the “Tallahassee odor” ay 
referring to the rotten  poliitcal « 
situation up in the state’s capital 


city. 
Now it seems that odor has’ 
turned into a real stink — with! 


-the fight to integrate buses high-|| 

lighting the picture. — and “Kid- |! 
gloves” Collins trying to play the 
middle of the road right down the |i 
line. This week three “renegade” 
white FSU students teamed up | 
with three negro students to! 
force their arrest and bring the 
new seating assignment law to a 
court test. The three negroes—; 
and especially the three whites—| 
should be given the full penalty 
under the law! ; 

Maybe the handwriting on the 
wall isn’t too clear yet to some of, 
these boys who think they “know 
it all.” Maybe they havén’t heard 
that the Klu Klux Klan has vowed! 
force, if necessary;~“tostop this! 
insiduous cancer that is eating at! 

Š the heart of the South’s traditions! 
—all being -pushed by “dearly! 
beloved” Ike Eisenhower! 

We don’t advocate violence,“ 
but we think some of these stu-, 
dents and others had better think; 
twice before they step into the 
explosive situation. The KKK is 
no kid’s outfit and it appears 
from newsreports that it’s mem- 
bers mean business! a 
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/Conner Uncertain 


Tax Boost Needed 


Merit Seen In 12-Month School 


Term, Community Colleges 
jit { | By JIM HARDEE 


Sentinel Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — The speaker of the house of repre- 
sentatives and president of the state senate have more to say 
about what laws are enacted and which bills are defeated 
than any other men in Florida’s legislature. 

Because they have sole 
authority in appointing com- 
mittees that screen proposed 
laws and refer bills to those 
groups, the two presiding 
officers in many instances 
have decisive influence over 
legislation. 

- With this in mind, The 
Sentinel has posed to Sen- 
ate President-Designate W. 
A. Shands and Speaker- 
Designate Doyle Connor 17 


oo 





, questions on important is- Rep. Doyle Conner 
——— will face the legislature when it convenes here 
pril 2 


Here are Rep. Conner’s answers: 


Q. You have seen the estimates of anticipated revenue 
as outlined by the comptroller and budget ‘director. Do 
you believe Florida’s normal anticipated growth will pro- 
vide sufficient money to meet the necds of the state the 
next two years? 


A. I am not yet convinced that additional revenue will - 
be necessary to operate the state Govt. | 


Q. Do you think new tax measures will be required? 


A. If and when I find it is impossible to operate the 
agencies and support the public school system on the exist- ` 
ing revenue, then I would support a revenue measure. I 
realize that is a very vague reply but I don’t want-to go out 
on a limb and say additional revenue is necessary because 
we really don’t know: | 


Q. If additional taxes are necessary, what form will 
they take? 


A. We will cross that bridge when we come to it: If we 
need new taxes, we will quietly get in there and come up 
with a revenue measure. When the appropriations commit- 
tee’s recommendations are in excess of anticipated revenue, 
then we will try to arrange enough revenue to meet the 
recommendations. I would rather not talk about specific 
exemptions at this point. 


Q. What do you think of the proposal to increase the 


auto license tag 50 pct. for school i 
counties? i 


A. I am aware of the acute school needs and hope we 
will be able to do something to solve the problem but I have 
not studied the auto tag proposal. We have a number of 
double sessions and I have studied that. But to say that we 
are going to raise the license tag fee to take care of the 
problem, I’m not sure that’s the solution. 


Q. Have you given any thought to the plan of using 
the schools 12 months of the year or to double sessions? 


A. Yes. I have given some thought to the 12-month plan. 

. Based on the fact that some people had rather take their va- 
cations with their families during the winter months, and 
if we can work out a system whereby the teachers can con- 
fs aatlaen training then T think there is 
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tee’s recommendations are in excess of anticipated revenue, 
then we will try to arrange enough revenue to meet the 
recommendations. I would rather not talk about specific 
exemptions at this point. 


Q. What do you think of the proposal to increase the 


auto license tag 50 pet. for school construction in the 
counties? 


A. I am aware of the acute school needs and hope we 

— will be able to do something to solve the problem but J have 

not studied the auto tag proposal. We have a number of 

double sessions and I have studied that. But to say that we 

are going to raise the license tag fee to take care of the 
problem, I’m not sure that’s the solution. 


Q. Have you given any thought to the plan of using 
the schools 12 months of the year or to double sessions? 


A. Yes. I have given some thought to the 12-month plan. 


. Based on the fact that some people had rather take their va- 
cations with their families during the winter months, and 
if we can work out a system whereby the teachers can con- 
tinue to get their college training. then I think there is 
merit in a 12-month school term. It would take technical 
knowledge on how to stagger the terms and teachers. That’s 
the problem and I don’t know the answer to it. I think it 
would make available 25 pct. more classroom space. But 


after the influx of post-war students levels off, I think `: 


there is a good chance we will have adequate facilities, any- 
way. 
Q. Isa new four-year university necessary? 

A. That is a difficult question to answer. I do not be- 
lieve in duplicating expensive courses or studies. However, 
I’m informed that there will be 135,000 students in our insti- 
tutions of higher learning by 1970 and I do not believe cur 
existing universities are adequately equippea to take Care 
of it. 


Q. Are community colleges [1] desirable [2] economi- 
cally feasible? 


A. I think community colleges are desirable where they 
offer certain types of specialized training applicable to the- 


community needs. For instance, some of our industrial con- - 


cerns tell us they will be willing to employ a number of 
graduates of these community colleges after they received 
certain specialized training. I’m talking about students who 
would pursue vocational training and not an academic 
course. 

As for its economic feasibility, there is a possibility that 
there would be some contribution on the local level from 
the communities and that industry would make contributions 
or offer scholarships to students. The state should make a 
sizable contribution because those students would go to 
school anyway, and regardless where they go, it would be 
an expense to the state. If expansion of the junior college 
system is not adequate, then the next step should be 
the establishment-of a number of community colleges 
throughout the state- 





Q. Should teachers receive an across-the-board pay 
raise this session? If so, how much and how would you 
provide for the pay raise? 


A. Teachers should be paid salaries which are adequate 
to attain a sufficient number of qualified teachers for the 
profession. I do not know how much money will be avail- 
able for increased salaries or how much at this time we 
should designate for them. But I am for increasing teach- 

ers’ salaries. 


Q. Is Florida’s increasing welfare roll necessary or 
can it be trimmed? . 


A. I have always supported the public welfare pro- 
gram, and in particular, old-age assistance. I think in the 
past we have made: reasonable appropriations to take care 
of the needs of the old people and do not see any reason 
for any decrease in the appropriation. 


Q. How about the ald to dependent children pro- 
gram? Can anything be done to curb the expense of aid 
to illegitimate children? 


A. I am in favor of continuing the program: 


Q. Should anything be done to strengthen the wel- 
fare department’s policing authority such as enactment of 
a lien and recovery law? 


A. I have always been against any lien and recovery 
law because I believe it would cause old people to delib- 
erately dispose of their property prior to the time they are 

© AWathtA ta vanaiva ald-age assistance. I believe it would in- 
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certain specialized training. I’m talking about students who 
would pursue vocational training and not an academic 
course. _ 

As for its economic feasibility, there is a possibility that 
there would be some contribution on the local level from 
the communities and that industry would make contributions 
or offer scholarships to students. The state should make a 


. sizable contribution because those students would go to 


school anyway, and regardless where they go, it would be 
an expense to the state. If expansion of the junior college 
system is not adequate, then the next step should be 


the. establishment -of a number of community colleges 


throughout the state- 


i Q. Should teachers receive an across-the-board pay 
raise this session? If so, how much and how would you 
provide for the pay raise? ; 


A. Teachers should be paid salaries which are adequate 
to attain a sufficient number of qualified teachers for the 
profession. I do not know how much money will be avail- 
able for increased salaries or how much at this time we 
should designate for them. But I am for increasing teach- 

ers’ salaries. 


Q. Is Florida’s increasing welfare roll necessary or 
can it be trimmed? . 


A. I have always supported the public welfare pro- 


gram, and in particular, old-age assistance. I think in the ` 


past we have made: reasonable appropriations to take care 
of the needs of the old people and do not see any reason 
for any decrease in the appropriation. 


Q. How about the aid to dependent children pro- 
gram? Can anything be done to curb the expense of aid 
to illegitimate children? 


A. I am in favor of continuing the program 
Q. Should anything be done to strengthen the wel- 
fare department’s policing authority such as enactment of 
a lien and recovery law? 


A. I have always been against any lien and recovery 
law because I believe it would cause old people to delib- 


_erately dispose of their property prior to the time they are 


eligible to receive old-age assistance. I believe it would in- 
crease the budget rather than decrease it. Recipients’ rent 
would be higher if they disposed of their home. That is 
false economy. 


Q. Is there any room for economy in the state’s in- 
stitutions of higher learning in your opinion? 


A. I’m not exactly in a position to say how we could 
economize because I don’t know exactly how they spend 
their money. If we can economize, I’m for it but I cannot 
make any specific recommendation on how it can be done. 


NA Q. Do you think the legislative investigation of the . 
NAACP should be continued? ’ 
pA, 
A. I am of the opinion the committee has used a lot nf 
‘discretion in conducting its investigation and that it has 


‘been a factor in suppressing violence. If there are any ir- 


regularities, the committee will report its findings to the 
‘legislature along with recommendations for legislative ac- 
: tion. 


\\ - Q. Should the legislature take any further precau- 

tionary measures to bolster segregation in the schools? 

` For example, Atty. Gen. Ervin says he intends to ask for 
a law enabling school boards to abolish public schools? 


A. Mr. Ervin’s plan has never come before the legisla- 
ture and I have never given it much thought. A committee 


. appointed by the governor has provided the leadership in 


‘recommending a logical and peaceful means of segregation 
‘but I don’t know what their future recommendations will be. 


Q. Should the state help reimburse citrus growers 
whose groves have been plowed under illegally? 


A. If the state has caused damage to citrus growers as 


a result of some illegal act, then I feel the state possibly ' 


has a responsibility but I would have to study it. 
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Clearwater Sun 
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legisla- 
tive Investig mmittee called 
up additional witnesses today in 
an effort to prove the National 

Assn. for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) was pro- 
moting lawsuits in violation of 
‘State law. 

The committee also summond 
Virgil D. Hawkins, Daytona Beach 
Negro, for another appearance in 
an effort to recheck conflicting 
statements about the part the 
NAACP played in financing his 
long legal fight to get into the 
University of Florida. 

A top Florida official of the 
NAACP said yesterday while be- 












organization that it was obvious 
the committee was trying to out- 
law the NAACP in Florida. 

“If you want to get enough in- 
formation to outlaw us we can 
Stipulate that,” said William A. 
Fordham of Tampa, immediate 
past president of the Florida Con- 
ference of the NAACP and now a 
State director. l 

“It is a foregone conclusion 
what you are driving at and you 
have already proved it,” 

Sen. Dewey Johnson” of Quinch, 
a committee member, 
committee was attempting to 
|prove the NAACP was promoting 
and financing lawsuits in violation 
of state law. Sae- mornar: amaenn e YI 

Finances Questioned 

Yesterday’s session was de- 
voted to questioning witnesses 
about the financing of Hawkins’ 
8-year-old legal battle to get into 
the University of Florida Law 
School. 

The U. S. Supreme Court ruled 
last year that Hawkins, a 47-year- 
old instructor at Bethune-Cookman 
College, should be admitted with- 
out further delay. The state Su- 
preme Court has not yet issued 
its order based upon the U. S. 
court mandate. 

Hawkins denied there was any 
agreement by the NAACP to fi- 
nance the legal fight and said he 


—ã 
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Group Continues Probe __ 
Inte State NAACP Actions 
| TALL — 


ing grilled about activities ot the $100 









said the 































had received no funds personally 
from the organization. 

But Fordham and Edward D. 
Davis of Ocala, a former state 
NAACP president, testified that 
same of the cost of the litigation 
had been paid for by the NAACP, 

Davis said Hawkins had re- 
ceived a $150 loan from the 
NAACP some time last summer 
and had not repaid it. 

Mark Hawes of Tampa, com- 
mittee attorney, put into evidence 
photo copies of NAACP checks 
paid to Horace E. Hill, Daytona 
Beach Negro attorney, for serv-]} 
ices and expenses in the case. 
The checks ranged from $10 to 


Paid By NAACP 

Hawes sought to develop by 
questioning that Hill actually was 
employed and paid by the NAACP 
to work in the case, 

Hill said that although Robert 
Carter of New York, assistant 
counsel for the NAACP’s national 
office, cooperated he had full con- 
trol of the course of the litigation. 

Hill said he drew what money 
he received from’ contributions 
from various groups ceared 
through Davis, 


When the committee gets 
through with the case it plans to 
turn to the bus integration drive 
in Tallahassee and the part played 
by students at Florida State Uni- 
versity and Florida A&M Univer- 
sity. 

Latest witness to be subpoenaed 
is John Boardman, a graduate 
Student at FSU who was refused 
admittance to the school for t 
Semester starting Thursday. be- 
cause of allegedly ignoring orders 
not to violate racial policies on 
the campus. 

Dr. Doak? S. Campbell, FSU 
president, said the student had 
ignored orders not to bring three 
Negro foreign students from A&M 
to a Christmas party at FSU. 
Boardman contended he was dis- 
ciplined because he made a po- 
litical speech for the Rev. K. S. 
™:Pont, Negro candidate for the 
yahassee City Commission. 

ong the 20 witnesses sub- 

ed are students from FSU 

A&M arrested for violating 
| City’s bus seat assignment or- 
ance; and Dr. George W., Gorg 
p president of A&M. j 
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Newspapers At Big Meeting | 


By TOM RAKER 
Tribune Staff Writer 

TALLAHASSEE, Sept. 1— 
Scripture-quoting Florida Ku 
Klux Klansmen tonight lashed 
Gov. LeRoy Collins and the 
State’s newspapers for “Com- 
munistic actions” in regard to 
the segregation issue, at a pub- 
lic meeting attended by hun- 
dreds of members and curiosity 
Seekers west of Tallahassee. 


Meeting under the light of a: 


flaming 20-foot cross, three 
high officials of the “ressur- 
rected" Klan movement 
charged the current fight by 
American Negroes for inte- 
grated school facilities is 
“Communist promoted, Com- 
munist led, and Communist fi- 


nanced.” 


One of the trio told a crowd 
of attentive listeners the gov- 
ernor by his “dictatorial” ac- 
tion in adjourning the recent 
special legislative session “kept 


„the state from adopting an in- 


terposition resolution by 30 
minutes.” 
Welcomed—Shunned 

Newsmen were alternately 
welcomed and shunned as the 
hooded order first allowed re- 
porters, photographers and 
television cameramen to move 
inside a special secondary rope 
barrier, then took a selected 
few even closer to the rostrum 
where more than 300 masked 
and robed klansmen were lis- 


. tening to the speakers. 


One secondary official in the 


_ movement told The Tribune he 


wanted “some favorable pub- 


licity out of you.” 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Make your home come 
first. Nothing that you can 
buy will give you quite the 
pleasure thet you get from 
new furniture for your home. 
Everyone in the family is 
proud of a new rug, of a 
new living room suite, a new 
bedroom suite. Children are 
proud to bring their friends 
home. You are glad to have 
company drop in to see you. 
Pian now to trade-in your 
living room furniture during 
the Home's Trade-in Sale. 
Home Furniture Co., 1007 
Franklin St. 








He said the Klan had told its 
members to quit taking the 
Lakeland “Ledger because it 
had not treated the order with 
favor when a public meeting 
and cross burning was held 
there recently. 


Hundreds of cars lined busy 
Route 90 west of Tallahassee 
an hour before the Klan fest 
was slated to start, drawing 
Florida highway patrol officials 
and troopers to direct traffic. 


Many Out 


Hundreds of curiosity seek- 
ers and out-of-county visitors 
flocked onto the privately 
owned area in which klansmen 
clustered to hear the series of 
speeches on states rights, seg- 
regation and the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement 
of Colored People. 

When The Tribune, AP, St. 
Petersburg Times and other 
newsmen present asked to be 
allowed to get closer to the 
speakers’ stand, each reporter 
was asked to identify his news- 
Paper. 

When the Tribune, Times 
and AP did so, a hooded offi- 
cial said curtly “nobody can 
go in...” Later though, the 
same official came back and 
took Tallahassee AP Bureau 
Chief Hendrix Chandler up to 
a front row seat to hear three 
speakers charge the NAACP was 


| actually “the National Associa- 


tion for the Advancement of 
Communist Propaganda.” 
Hit Governor 

The same speakers assailed 
the Governor for ‘“mis-using 
his - powers,” and charged the 
four house of representative 
members named to a commit- 
tee charged with investigating 
the NAACP were “ardent Col- 
lins” men who would do what 
the Governor wanted. 

Speakers accused the news- 
papers of giving the NAACP 
better publicity than the Klan, 
of misrepresenting what hap- 
pens at Klan meetings, and ap- 
parently most important of all, 
of underestimating the at- 
tendance at Klan rallies, 

“There’s a columnist at the 
steering wheel,” one fiery 
speaker declared. - 

The quiet and _ attentive 
crowd responded to- points 
made by the speakers with 
bursts of applause and ‘calls of 
a nature calculated to support 
the points all three officials 
had made. 
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| NAACP Prober Says If 


Also Would Be Proper 
To Investigate Kluxers 


a, 


A R 
By FRANK TRIMPETT 
(Times Bureau) 


TALLAHASSEE — A principal 


r-|author of the bill creating an in- 
of|terim committee conceived to in- 
ut|vestigate the NAACP said yes- 


terday he thinks “it would be 


in|very proper” for the group also 
:th|to look into the activities of the 
edjKu Klux Klan. 


r'e- 


State Sen. Dewey Johnson of 
Quincy, the co-sponsor of the 


WN/measure establishing the com- 


At- 
vin 
djic 


out 
the 


pool 
ation 

the 
hich 
. as 
eat- 


will 
ida 
on 
20n- 
ter- 


“ay- 


mittee, was commenting on a 
statement issued this week by 
Gov. LeRoy Collins. 

Collins, letting the bill become 
law without his signature, said 
he was aware it was aimed at 
the Natioal Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
but added; 


“The language of the bill is 
not so restricted, however, and 
I will refer many inquiries I 
am receiving regarding the 
Ku Klux Klan for the scrut- 
iny of the committee also.” 


Johnson, one of three senators 
on the committee, said -he 
thought it “would be well for us 
to look into that. It would be 
very proper that we should do 


ee aa rme 
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lead to some intra-committee|° 


strife, especially since it is known 
that House „Spèeker Ted David 


made his afw@&ments to thejtt 


committee ` 
moderate Sta 
offset what 
tremist views 
bers. 


+i 






Johnson and hig two col- 
leagues on the committee, Sen. 
John Rawls of Marianna, and 
Sen. Charley Johns of Starke 
all come from north Florida 
counties which have heavy Ne- 
gro population and more in- 
tense feelings about racial 
questions. 


The House committeemen — 
Land and Reps. W. C. Herrell of 
Miami, A. J. Musselman Jr., ot 
Broward County and J. B. Hop- 
kins of Pensacola — are con- 
sidered moderates even while 
favoring the retention of segre- 
gation. 


Johnson, when handling the bill 
in the Senate, made it plain it 
was aimed at the NAACP al- 
though that organization isn’t 
mentioned in the law. But yes- 
terday Johnson said its purpose 
was to investigate, “not only the 


that. He probably has some very |NAACP.” ; va? 


valuable information.” 
The committee is expected to 


by |get together. for its organization- 


ext 
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al meeting about mid-September. 
The Legislature provided a $50,- 
000 appropriation to pay for op- 
erations. 


“NO DISPUTE” 

Meanwhile, following a recent 
question raised about who would 
be chairman of the committee, 
Johnson said, ‘There won't be 
any dispute about that.” 

If the group followed the cus- 
tom of naming a senator chair- 
man of a joint committee cre- 
ated by a Senate bill, Johnson 
would be chairman of the inves- 
tigating unit. 

But reports this week indicat- 


“We are not going out on any 
witch hunt,’’Johnson said. “We 
do need some “Gds on which to 
base legislation. | .- 


a Md 
5 Floridians Reelected 


By American Bar Group 


TALLAHASSEE, (#—Five Flor- 
idians have been reelected to the 
House of Delegates of the Ameri- 
can Bar Associati which will 
hold its 79th ann meeting at 
Dallas, Texas, mʒtc week. 


Four were namegyby the Board|Fi. 


of Governors of the Florida Bar 


‘among more|W 
presentatives to] 
sidered the ex,|« 
Yf the Senate mem-}!" 


— ot me — m a -e 
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and the fifth was elected by the pr 


State Bar as a whole. 


ed four House members named| Those elected by the bar are 
to the committee have agreed to/James D. Brewton, Plant City; 
break from custom and put in|Donald K. Carroll, Jacksonville; 
Rep. Henry Land of Orange Coun-|Darrey E. Davis, Miami; and J. 


ty as chairman. 


Lane Lazony, Gainesville. Lazon- 


Authoritative sources say that|>y is president of the Florida 


Land definitely will be the chair- 
man of the committee. When 
Johnson said, “There won't be 
any dispute” he meant simply 
that the Koupe memeri have 
enough voted to. override the 
three Senate votes. 


NO COMMENT 

Land said yesterday from his 
office in Orlando that he did not 
wish to comment on policy mat- 
ters of the committee until it has 
had a chance to meet and to or- 
ganize. "i i 

The re ntative, temporary 
chairman the House contingent 
said he expected to contact John- 
son to arrange an organizational 
meeting if possible on either Sept. 
11, 12 or 13. 

The selection of a House mem- 
ber as chairman could possibly 
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ar. 


E. Dixie Beggs was elected as 
the state delegate to the meeting|v 
t 


by members of the bar. 
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, Bailey Urges Counties 
“Set Up Bi-Racial Units ~ 


TALLAHASSEE, UP 
School Superintendent 


St 
homas 


Bailey said yesterday there still 
need for county school f 
~- boards to set up bi-racial study} Only a smail number of coun- 

committees on segregation prob-jties actually set up bi-racial com- 


is a 


Jems, even with the new seg 


gation program adopted by the/persons were under the impres- 


. Florida Legislature. 
— 


tive program,” he said. 


Bailey had recommended sev- 
eral months ago that such com- 
mittees be set up to show good 


faith in conforming with the U. 
Supreme Court school desegr 
gation decision, 
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The need for these bi-racial 
study committees has not di- 
minished with this new legisla- 


ale}dered that schools be desegre- 

p,|gated with all deliberate speed 

but on the basis of local condi- 
ce 


re-|mittees and Bailey said some 


sion that the need for such com- 
mittees had diminished with pas- 
Sage of the new pupil assign- 
ment law and other legislation de- 
signed to block integration. 


The state school head said that 
bi-racial committees could make 
studies of conditions within the 
counties and make recommenda- 


S. tions for easing problems as they 


e- 


stall court suits to force integra- 


The high court last year or- tion, he said. 
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«i. (Continued from Page 1) 
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already: has-been closed to bath- 
-- ~ing because of the recky surface. 
When police cleared the area, 
the Negroes left in their automo- 
biles and three of the four cars 
went to Siesta Sands on Siesta 
Key where several of the group 
went hathing. Policy followed the 
vehicles until they left the city 
limits to see that np trouble de- 

veloped. si 
Chief Wilson said there were 
about 100 whites in the area where 
the Negroes went swimming but 
there was apparently no hostility 
shown, although same left the 
— — 
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‘| Chief Wilson said. 


jed the special ordinance permit-. 


-4 the .beaches. 


- 


Police Close Lido Beach | 
As Negroes Visit Area 


the beach cleared and notified 
.| whites and Negroes the area was 


l 








water and went elsewhere, Sev- 
eral teenagers showed: up as the 
Negroes were leaving, but the po- 
lice chief said he couldn't deter-| | 
mine 1f fhey weré'trouble makers 
or just curious. R l 
The Negroes had not been in the | 
water long at Lido Beach when j 
police cleared the area. A police 
cruiser spotted the party coming 
to the beach and radioed Chief 
Wilson, who arrived with other of- 
ficers to prevent any trouble that 
might develop. 
Chief Wilson, Detective Floyd 
Bowers, and Officers W. T. Berry,. ' 
George Bell, George E. Doughty, 
Ernest. Agnew and Donald Elie’ 
spread out along the section of | 


Im Nn Ss = 


being cleared. Everyone left with- 
out trouble. 

Signs were posted on the beach 
prohibiting swimming there yester- 
day, but were removed last night, 


_When the City Commission pass», 


wD ea eet ee 


ting public recreational areas to’ 
be cleared, commissioners speci- 
fied that they believed such action ; 
was necessary in the interest of |; 
public safety. All felt there was |; 
a great deal of tension in the area |, 
since Negroes had begun to visit je 


However, commissioners all felt |i 
the Negroes should have their own |? 
[ Beaches and recommended County |3 
Commission action on the matter. |’ 
No such action has yet been taken. | 
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arise. Such action might fore-|§ + 
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1 Asks Action 
a |On School 


Race Issue 


By GEORGE KNIGHT 
Tribune Staff Writer 


fficials of the Na- 
Top area offic fee the Ad: 


tional Association 


of Colored L 
vanc yesterday predicted| a 


panel eraé 
plenty of action 


2 


segregation question rere 


they: 
1. Promised to 


to court “once we 


other methods are .10 longer pos- 


sible.” 


2, Foresaw dese 
Florida’s universities 


ivery short time.” 


3. Took issue with an Ybor City 
editor who charged Negro en- 
croachment is pushing out Latin 





| NAACP Here 


take the matter 
of de-segregation of public schools 


neat TLS. AS — — — — cae 
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“within a 


iculture and promised to “protect ti 
the rights” of Negro citizens here] h 


on real estate purchases. 
Three Orlando Visitors 
Approximately 40 Negros and! n 

















of segregation. 


counsel for 


has not yet, “to 
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schools here.’ 
“However, 






GAINESVILLE, Sept. 
(By Staff Writer)—Fletcher 
Flemming, president of the 
University of Florida student 
body, has suggested an “edu- 
cation program” designed to 
ward off violence “when and 
if” integration comes to the 
university. Í 


His proposal, as reported in 
the Florida Alligator tonight, 
would consist of seminars and 


student-faculty discussions 
aimed at creating “the right 
kind of climate of opinion 
needed among the student 
body and faculty.” 

The discussions would not ex- 
plore the merits of integration 
or segregation, the student 
paper said, “because that ques- 
tion would be decided before- 
hand by the Supreme Court 
and the board of control.” 

“Student government is not 
going to accept or endorse in- 
tegration itself,” Flemming 
said. “We're going to strive to 
uphold the dignity of the uni- 
versity if it comes. We can do 
this by first preventing irre- 
sponsibility, then by an educa- 
tion program.” A 
A petition by Virgil 


17— 


We 


isco A. Rodriguez, 
unel the NAACP, set the] 9 
ed the 
School Board ç 
my knowledge, 
set up a separate committee to 


effect de-segregation in public] st 


pace as he charg 
borough Coun... 


we will not feel 
bound by any hand-picked blue- 
ribbon committee, 
said. “If they are temporizing or 
working against our program, we 


(Continued on Page 5, Column 5) 


IF INTEGRATION COMES— 


Florida U. Student Leade 
Urges‘Education Program’ 


To Avoid Racial Violence 
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. panel discuss the various aspects} c 
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kins, Daytona Beach Negro, 
who has been attempting to 
enter the university law school 
for seven years, is still before 
the State Supreme Court, al- 
though the U. S. Supreme 
Court has ruled he must be 
admitted on the same basis as 
other students. 

Noon Saturday is the dead- 
line for late registration but 
Flemming noted, “This does 
not rule out the possibility, of 
his entering next semester.” 

Flemming’s suggestion was 
the first proposal from either 
student of university admini- 
stration that the university 
should prepare for eventual 
integration. ` 

Inquiries to administration 
officials have brought replies 
that there are no plans for the 
eventuality of integration, al- 
though there have been some 
informal discussions about the 
subject by individual officials. 


Postman Killed 


LAKE CITY, Sept. 17—(P)— 
Joe McCormick, 32, of Lake City, 
was electrocuted today while de- 
lHivering mail on his route. Wit- 
nesses said he picked up a wire 


lying on a street during a heavy 
rain. 
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Liberty County Hit | 
By Racial Violence |: 


By JACK W. ROBERTS 


Miami News Stal€ Writer 

Cracks in an almost solid!” ` 
wall of opposition to Negro 
voting appeared imminent 
in Northwest Florida today 
as the federal government 
stepped in to investigate 
three instances of violence 
in Liberty County, 

Crosses burned before the 
homes of two of 12 Negroes who 
recently registered to vote in 
Liberty County prompted the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People to] Ś 
ask for federal protection for the ce 


pered the home of a third Ne- 
sro voter also was cited by Rob- 
ert Saunders, NAACP field sec- 
retary, who said there is “gen- 
uine fear” among the 600 orj ? 
more Negro residents of thinly- 4 
populated Liberty County, Fire 
Liberty County, however, is 
just one of five counties which 
have all but eliminated Negro 
voting in the past 40 years, 
Nearby Gadsden County, which NO | 
has more Negro residents than 
White, has been a stronghold of 
Ku Klux Klan activities in Flor- 
ida for many years, lef 
A Miamian who formerly lived} ba 
in Gadsden County recalled to- T} 
day that the KKK “always held ar. 
parades when the registration of 
books were opened.” . 
He said Negroes in Gadsden, ] 
Liberty, Leon, Calhoun and Jack-| © 


A shotgun blast which ca 








E 


` son Counties were reminded con-| _ S] 


stantly not to register as voters. 

The 12 Negroes who registered | 
to vote in Liberty County this; 
month apparently took the action 
on their own without urging by | 
the NAACP. 

“The Negro leaders in the 
community asked the NAACP to 
help them and we told them that 
we would advise but not start an 
NAACP movement in Liberty 
County,” said Saunders. “We felt 
that the Negroes there had to 
Show a willingness to organize 
themselves before we could offer 
aid.” 

Saunders said the Negroes at- 
tempted to register before the 
Collins-Johns governorship race 
and were refused permission by 
county authorities, 


“They told them not to register 


or there would be trouble,” said 
Saunders. 
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| ficials of the NAACP, however, 
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Dade Schools Face Suit 
To Speed Desegregation 


By LOUISE BLANCHARD 
Miami News Statt Writer 


The Dade County Chapter of 
the NAACP js expected to file 
suit in Federal Court here soon, 
‘asking that the School Board be 
required to show “clear and vis- 
ible effort” to move toward inte- 
gration in the public schools. 

Robert Saunders, state secre- 
tary of. the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People, was in Miami today con- 


ferring with Officials of the local 
chapter, : 


Officers of the group were un- 
willing to comment. 


| | Washington and New York of- 




























asked to determine whether the 
School Board has taken the steps 
necessary to meet the require- 
ments of the Supreme Court rul- 
ing. Í 

“I haven’t handled that partic- 
ular case,” Carter said. “But it 
is my clear understanding that 
such a suit is in the wind and 
will be filed soon.??.. wu... 

An official in Washington, who 
asked that he not be quoted by 
name, also said he understaood 
the NAACP in Dade County will 
file such a suit, 

Reply Dodged Here 

The Rev. Theodore Gibson, 
President of the NAACP here, 
asked for time to get further in- 
formation on Plans of the local 
group, 

Other officials of the organiza- 
tion said all information should 
come from Gibson. 

_ Carter said that, after petition- 
ing the School Board for evidence 
of an attempt to comply with the 
Supreme Court ruling, the logi- 
NAACP 


Said -the suit is ex ected to b 

filed here, j : 
Action Confirmed . 

“We have been asked to as- 
-Sist the local attorney in institut- 
Ing suit against the Dade Coun- 
ty School Board,” Robert L. Car. 
ter, assistant Special counsel for 

` the NAACP, said in New York. 


_Carter said the suit would be 
filed in Federal District Court 
and that the judge here would be 


adieren -o 
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MAY CHALLENGE NEW LAW— 


West Palm Beach Negro 


Attorney Seeks To Enter 
Son, 6, In White School 


WEST PALM BEACH, Sept. 
1. — (P) —A Negro attorney 
tried to register his 6-year-old 
son in an all-white elementary 
school today and indicated he 
would challenge Florida’s new 
pupil assignment law if the 







the education of his son and 
added, “it has been proved the 
best circumstances would be an 
integrated school.” 

Asked if it were a test case | 
for the pupil assignment law, 
Holland said, “We intend to 
















application is rejected. 

William M. Holland and an- 
other Negro attorney, I. C. 
Smith, took Holland’s son, 
William, Jr., to Northboro 
School and attempted to enter 
him. 

The Holland family lives in 
a Negro school district adja- 
cent to the white district. 

Holland said that the district 
line is a “race boundary” and 
that white children living 
nearer the-Negro school than 
the Holland family does attend 
the white school. , 

The attorney said he wanted 
the “best circumstances” for 


By ake — ok, 


use whatever remedies neces- 
Sary to get the boy into an 


integrated school.” 


Howell L. Watkins, Palm 


Beach county school superin- |; 
tendent, said Holland was giv- 


en standard application forms 
and that if they are returned 
they will be handled like any 
other out-of-district 
tion. Under the Florida law, 
the county school board may 


decide what schoal the pupil is 
to be assigned to.. 


Watkins said if Holland’s ap- : 





















applica- f 





plications are received in time, . 
they will be brought before the ' 


board at a scheduled meeting 
Tuesday. 
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Governor Collins has taken a wise 
step in creating a bi-racial committee to 
advise him on problems arising in the 
state’s effort to maintain Segregation in 
public schodls and institutions. 

‘The Governor has appointed on the 
committee retired Circuit Judge L. L. 
Fabisinski of Pensacola, who is to be 
çhairman; President Doak S. Campbell, 
of Florida State University; and, as the 
Negro member, J. R. E. Lee, business 
manager of Florida A. and M. University. 
Judge Fabisinski has already been at 
work on the problem, as chairman of a 
committee of legal experts which drafted 
the program enacted by the recent spe- 
cial session of the Legislature designed 
to avoid integration by legal means, 


Dr. Campbell needs no introduction 
to the people of the state. Lee has held 
his job with the A. and M. since coming 
to the state 32 years ago. He is 59 years 
old, native of Texas. His father was 
president of A. and M. for 20 years, from 
1924 to 1944. He has a commendable 
record of efficient service and construc- 
tive, sound thinking, 

Governor Collins said: “There is a 
very strong need for me to have an ad- 
visory commission thoroughly familiar 
with the laws and with conditions 
throughout the State, to advise me in re- 
spect to the implementation of these laws 
by specific action and also as to the 
progress we can make otherwise in ad- 
Vancing proper and sound race relations.” 


Collin 


MIAMI, Aug. 31—{P)—Gov, 


LeRoy Collins said tonight im- living in crime 
provement of the welfare of its producing slums. 


Negro citizens is one of the 
“big things” which must be ac- 


chairman of the board, 11 of 28 
— — by the State of Collins said Florida “has a 
orida. - 


“We must not let our desire 
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The Governor — Advice | ; 


GE. FTSE E CA 


The cabinet budget — 


1s 
nses of' 


$15,000 available to meet th 


the group. Later, it is probable that 
local bi-racial committees will be estab- 


lished in communities where racial prob- 
lems develop. 


The program embraces pupil and 
teacher assignment Procedures and grants 
the Governor extraordinary powers to 
declare emergencies, mobilize Police 
agencies and make rules and regulations 
for the use of public facilities Which he 
may deem necessary to preserve peace 
and tranquility, 


cedure is adopted, 


Commenting on the situation in a 
Speech at Quincy, House Speaker Ted 
David said quick action is needed if inte- 
gration is to be prevented in Florida. 
He declared the Fabisinski program is 
better than that adopted in any other 
Southern state, but that it is “only a 
slight bulwark against the onrushing 
flood of integration efforts.” 

Governor Collins has made excellent 
Selections for the new committee, and 
we feel sure that the Florida program, 
with his guidance, can be carried through 
Without undue disturbance, 
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NAACP Subversive? 


s Says Florida Must |, v2r0 sesci— soun car 


ina’s General Assembly passed.’ 
the follawing resolution lage 7 





Washington’s Birthday: 


egroes Cc “Whereas the files of the House’. 
o 


mmittee on un-American Acti- 
“Too many of them are still vities reveal records of affilia- 


tion with or participation in Com- 
and disease- . munist front, fellow traveling or 
Too many do subversive organizations on the 


not receive adequate education- part of the following officials of 
al opportunities.” 


the NAACP: the president, the 


vice presidents, the treasurer, 28 


grown out of short pants,” has of 47 directors, the chairman of 


to. maintain oue traditions of gone through its “adolescent , the national legal committee, the 


Segregation blind us to our re: : 
sponsibilities to aid their im- confusion and awkwardness, 
provement and advancement,” 


tht Governor said in a speech development to coast along, en- 


P 


stal 





“We must improve the wel- 


said. 


"e 
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l INB WILH @ prays. as ssau gee mu 


he toughed on mercy, justice. b: Ohmen- ~ 


parea for delivery at an in- joying the material profits of : director of pub 
ation banquet of the Hia- the moment. It is, instead, a 

leah-Miami Springs Chamber of time for clear thinking, sound ' 
Commerce. 





. — i 3 y é , 1 
years of irresponsibility and executive secretary, the specia 


counsel, his assistant, the south- 
east national secretary, the west 


“This is no time in Florida’s . coast secretary, the director of 


the Washington bureau and the 
lie relations..., 
the General Assembly of South 
Carolina believes that the 


vision and a determined effort . NAACP should be classified as a 
we are to fulfill the respon- , subversive organization,” 
i of our Negro citizens,” he sibilities which lie ahead,” he 
said. 


It is because there has been no 
denial of these affiliations that 
there is a demand in the South- 
-, » ern states for investigation of this 
organization, whose headquar- 
ters are in Freedom House, New 
York City, a building occupied 
almost exclusively by listed Com- 
munist fronts. i 

The concern over this situation 
has resulted in requests for a 
- Congressional probe of what has 

all the appearances of an al- 
, lance with the Communist con- 
' Spiracy. i 

A bill passed in the special 
session of the Florida Legisla- 
ture, establishing a committee 

‘ with power to investigate the 

NAACP, became law in default of 
Governor Collins’ Signature. In 
view of the snafu on interposi- 
tion, which took Place in the 
Legislature last July, there is 
‘Speculation around the state as 
to whether a serious probe of the 
NAACP will be undertaken by 
the committee of representatives 
appointed by Speaker Ted David. 


NORMAN S. COOKE. 
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— ` Tampa, Monday, July 23, 1956 


Florida Legal Experts Charge Court 
is Usurping Power To Control Nation 


There is a profound argument for 

States’ Rights in the report of the spe- 
, “chal committee appointed by Governor 
“Collins” to study the effect of the Su- 
‘yreme Court decision on ‘school integra- 
‘iion. Findings of the committee are 
scertain to be studied carefully outside 
i “lorida, because they represent the con- 
;sidered opinion of excellent legal think- 
„ing and are by no means in the class of 
some unfortunately “race-baiting” dec- 
wlarations issued in other Southern states. 
' The committee was headed by the 
‘nighly respected Judge L. L. Fabisinski 
end included such competent legal ex- 
“perts as Judge Rivers Buford, Judge 
tMillard Smith, Cody Fowler, Luther 
‘Mershon, J. Lewis Hall and John T. 
- Wigginton. . 
', Members of the commit 
10 the heart of the Supreme Court de- 
cision and correctly labeled it a usurp- 
"tion of pawer. They noted that “the en- 
‘sire American system of government is 
zt stake.” 

= This is the real issue. In many high 
Dlaces in government today there is an 
expanding philosophy of Federalism 
which would negate individual and 
states’ Rights and make them second- 
wary to the Supreme power of Washington 
lureaucracy. This was pointed out in 
¿n editorial of The Times last May 16. 

* The committee stressed this danger 
snd remarked, “In view of the gravity 
¿f the situation, the question of segre- 
sation or desegregation in public schools, 
the seriousness of which cannot be over- 
emphasized, actually becomes one of 
secondary importance.” 





Criticism of the Court does not im- 
ly disrespect for the highest judicial] 
Jody in the land, but it does raise the 
cuestion of whether the present mem- 
Jership of. the Court has vidtited its 
Constitutional limitations. 

Committee members reflect the senti- 
jnents Of many laymen when they ob- 


“erve that recent decisions of the Court: 


“impel the conclusion that the Supreme 
Court of the United States has assumed 
the power by judicial decree, to change’ 
he meaning of the Constitution of the 
United States, and thus to amend the 
Yundamental law of the land by the act 
ef nine men, or a majority of them, 
wather than by the orderly processes set 
‘orth in the Constitution.” 
In one vital paragraph, the commit- 
ise described the danger of government 
hy super-judicial decree and, at the same 
time, revealed the weakness of the 
Court’s position. It reads: 
&% “No matter how strongly the people 
of Florida may feel on the question of 
:egregation, they recognize that citizens 
of other States have the right. 
jain a different view. If the [vions jof 
others attain that. unanimity of popular 
support that is required to amend the 

. Do a aiem A — od 


~~ — 


tee went right 


to enter- ` 


Constitution of the United-States, and 
such amendment is adopted, it is the 
duty of every American citizen to yield 
gracefully to the will of the people of 
the country as a whole. On the other 
hand, every thinking American knows 
that its surrender to the Supreme Court 
of, power to change the Constitution in 
order to effect reforms which members 
of the Court may deem beneficent, will 
vest in that Court powers to make 
changes inimicable to the public welfare, 
and will eventually lead to a complete 
loss of control of the government by the 
people.” 





It is earnestly hoped that responsible 
Persons in other parts of the nation will 
study these words and see the truth 
‘which they convey. The present philoso- 
phy of Federalism dominant in the Su- 
preme Court today is not in keeping with 
the traditional interpretations of Amer- 
ican democracy, A study of recent 
opinions will lead to the same conclusion 
as that offered by the Governor's com- 
mittee. It asserted: 

\4 “... that the present membership of 
the . . . Court has embarked upon a 
course of action designed to destroy the 
system of dual sovereignty, which is the 
unique feature and fundamental basis 
of our Union, to destroy the system ‘of 
division of the powers of government be- 
tween the Executive, Legislative and 
Judicial Departments, which is the 
greatest safeguard of the people against. 
tyranny, and in complete disregard of 
the Constitution of the United ‘States 
and the inherent rights of the sovereign 
States to determine to arrogate to them- 
selves final, complete, supreme and ex- 
clusive power over the States, the Fed- 
eral Government and: the people.” 


based on precedents of long standing. In 
fact, these precedents date back to-the 
days of George Washington and are out- 
lined in his “Farewell Address.” The 
committee offers the following quotation 
from that historic document: 

“If, in the opjnion of the people, the 
distribution or modification of the Con- 
stitutional powers may be in any par- 
ticular wrong, let it be corrected by an 
amendment in the way which the Con- 

‘stitution designates. But let there be 
no change by usurption; for though 
this, in one instance, may be the instru- 
ment of good, it is the customary weapon 
by which free governments are de- 
stroyed.” 

The nation is presently faced with a 

clear usurption of power by the Court. 
Thus, it becomes the duty of all the sep- 
arate States to unite in opposing de- 
cisions which fall into this category and 
insist that the Court re-examine its posi- 
tion and retreat from its foray into 
fields barred to it by reasonable limita- 
tions of the Constitution. 
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Governor Collins has taken a wise 
step in creating a bi-racial committee to 
advise him on problems arising in the 
state’s effort to maintain segregation in 
public schools and institutions. $ 


The Governor has appointed on the 
committee retired Circuit Judge L. L, 
Fabisinski of Pensacola, who is to be 
chairman; President Doak S. Campbell, 
of Florida State University; and, as the 


„Negro member, J. R. E. Lee, business 


manager of Florida A. and M. University. 
Judge Fabisinski has already been at 
work on the problem, as chairman of a 
committee of legal experts which drafted 
‘the program enacted by the recent spe- 
cial session of the Legislature designed 
to avoid integration by legal means. 


Dr. Campbell needs no introduction 
to the people of the state. Lee has held 
his job with the A. and M. since coming 
to the state 32 years ago. He is 59 years 
His father was 
president of A. and M. for 20 years, from 
1924 to 1944. He has a commendable 
record of efficient service and’ construc- 


.tive, sound thinking. 


. Governor Collins said: “There is a 


„very strong need for me to have an ad- 


visory commission thoroughly familiar 


‘with the laws and with conditions: 


throughout the state, to advise me in re- 


„Spect to the implementation of these laws 
‘by specific action and also as to the 


progress we can make otherwise in ad- 
‘vancing proper and sound race relations.” 


~ wal Polae t yie 


The Governor Seeks Advice 


—— a — 
a Vig ON, 


— ete 


The cabinet budget commission has made 
$15,000 available to meet the expenses of 
the group. Later, it is probable that 
local bi-racial committees will be estab- 


lished in communities where racial prob- 
lems develop. 


The program embraces pupil and 
teacher assignment procedures and grants 
the Governor extraordinary powers to 
declare emergencies, mobilize police 
agencies and make rules and regulations 
for the use of public facilities which he 
may deem necessary to preserve peace 
and tranquility. 

By including a Negro in the commit- 
tee membership Governor Collins recog- 
nizes the interest and concern the Ne- 
groes of the state have in the procedure. 
This also will give the Negroes assur- 
ance that their welfare will be given fair 
consideration in whatever plan of pro- 
cedure is adopted. 


Commenting on the situation in a 
speech at Quincy, House Speaker Ted 
David said quick action is needed if inte- 
gration is to be prevented in Florida. 
He declared the Fabisinski program is 
better than that adopted in any other 
Southern state, but that it is “only a 
slight bulwark against the onrushing 
flood of integration efforts.” 

Governor Collins has made excellent 
selections for the new committee, and 
we feel sure that the Florida program, 
with his guidance, can be carried through 
without undue disturbance. : 
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[Emergency 
(Matters . 
: ~/OnList 


direc- 

ar thel Lawmakers Expected 
ppaign To Hear Governor's 

e are E 


əss is) Recommendations. 
Presi- 


her| Tallahassee, July 23 (P). 
ied in'The Florida legislature con- 
: peo-|venes in special session to- 
” thati|day to cope with the segre- 
seek-|gation problem and deal 
38 helwith a dozen other emer- 
! Sen- gency matters laid before it 
) said/by Gov. Collins. 
health| The Governor is expected to 
issue,| deliver a message to the law- 

state| Makers in person to offer recom- 
ıt to| mendations on the program he 
Eisen-| Outlined in his official call for 

the session. 

Giant Appropriations i 

ae Altogether, the legislation pro- - 

litical] posed by Collins is expected to 

Harri-) require an estimated $7,700,000 i 

a SO0-|in appropriations. This includes ! 
, indi-| an anticipated five million dol- 
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Adopted Negro 
Barred From 

„Mobile School |+. 


MOBILE, Ala,  — School of- i . at 
ficials yesterday turned down a.ticicets to the ighting sund for srsecon 
„request by a prominent Mobile he p, J 4 are 4e a PIGA oa UN oer 0 
“white woman that her foster! be beld — —— — Lox eee $ ens ae 
«daughter, a Negro girl, be ad ALAF Loom OF CNE LO xE Ye SSL. oe! — 
;mitted to an all-white school. * 
President Kenneth W. Reed of: 
the school board wrote Mrs. Dor- ; f ER i — F — 
othy D. Daponte that “as a mat-| Uli.G ‘you sell tickets to cg7sous yee 
ter of public policy, it is not}, your Sraunch. ( e repeat, please o 
possible for the board . . . to ele-.ates 
I| make exceptions of this type.” © ELE tue 5) 
Mrs. Daponte, who had asked 
the board to admit Carrie Mae 
JMcCants, 12, to the white school, 
-jsaid she had no idea what fur- 
ther action she would take, She 
said she has not retained counsel. 


Urban League 
Hits Jacksonville 
Council, KKK | 


NEW YORK, (® — Officials of 
the National Urban League yes- 
“terday accused the “Ku Klux 
Klan and White Citizens’ Coun- 
cil” of causing the dropping of 
the League's affiliate from, the 
rolls of the Jacksonville, Fla., 
Community Chest United Fund. 
J. Philip Waring, executive 
director of the Jacksonville af- 
filiate of the National Inter- 
racial Agency, said he was in- 
formed Thursday night that the 
Jacksonville Chest would furnish 
no further financial support to the 
Urban League branch there, : 
Waring said the chest had ear- 
lier presented an ultimatum re- 
quiring disaffiliation with the na- 
„tional organization, a change in 
its name and a revision of its 
politics “to eliminate any consid- 
eration of segregation policies.” 
Waring said the league plans 
to start a financial campaign in 
Jacksonville to raise the $24,000 
budget which has been cut off by 
the Community Chest action. 
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Major Battle Over ` -mp a 
Segregation Due As **” 
Legislature Meets 


. Move To Pave Way 
To Abolish Public . 
Schools Expected — 
To Touch Off Fight 


By HENDRIX CHANDLER 
TALLAHASSEE, July 22 - | 
—The Florida legislature con- 
venes at 2 P.M. tomorrow in a 
special session that could get 
over in a week or last the full 
legal limit of 20 days. 

Clashes between forces for and 
against doing away with the pub-- 
lic school system to preserve seg- 
regation are inevitable. 

The tipoff on duration of the 
session may come on the first roll 
in the house, where most of the 
segregation factors making for 
the uncertainties exist. 

It is in the house that most 
of the talk has developed over 
contesting the right of Gov. Le- 
Roy Collins to restrict segrega- 
tion legislation to the Fabisinski 
committe program, and where 
members have announced they 
plan introduetion of bills on a 
variety of subjects deating with 
race-mixing. “ss 

13-Point Program — 

Gov. Collins has handed the 
lawmakers a 13-point program. 
Besides segregation, legislation 
dealing with real .estate adver- 
tising and highway speed limits 
show promise of kicking up some 
controversy. 

The Fabrisinski committee has 
recommended that the legislature 
revise the 1955 pupil assignment 
law, enact a similar law dealing 
with teachers, increase the 
powers of the governor to deal 
with disorder and use of public 
facilities, and initiate a proposed 
amendment to the federa¥eonsti- 
tution to clarify states’ rights. 

Senate leaders arriving for the 
session said there was some feel- 
ing developing in the upper 
chamber for the legislature to 
adopt the program recommended 
by the Fabisinski committee, con- 5 
sider other measures ip the gov- 
ernor's call as well as emergeney 
local legislation, then za home. : 

Cc itable oe et 
, ifthe temper nof the. -j 
Tuse is to dwell at length on the { 
segregation field, then there is he 
_ Jevery liklihood the session will : 

[stretch out to a full 20 days. 
The first voting test may come 
when house members attempt to 
introduce segregation legislation 
outside the program outlined by 
the governor. 

It will be up to house speaker 
Ted David to say whether the 
bills.are within the scope of the 
governor’s call. If they are held 

to be outside the call then the 
legislator introducing them could 
appeal the chair’s ruling to the 
house. Such a vote could provide . 


the tipoff to the feelin 
member, 

A segregation leader in the 
re-| house, Rep, Prentice P, Pruitt of 
W-j Jefferson County, said he -will- 
. [attempt to` bring up segregation 
sir | legislation ‘outside the Governor's 
he|call and would challenge effortg 
nd|to require a two-thirds vote: - 
‘ss.| Pruitt contends the Governor 
ex-|can restrict the legislature to 
as|fields but not to specific bills. — 
he! The major segregation battle 
ac-| likely will develop over Pruitt’s 
sanlatfarte ta allow the public school 

















































































‘CAN BATTLE 50 YEARS’ 
Legislator Says Stalling 
Is Florida’s Big Hope In 
Fight To Keep Segregation 


By AVERY MEANS Supreme Court will change its 
Tribune Staff Writer mind about the 14th Amend- 

A state representative said ment and the segregation ques- 
yesterday ‘Florida could not tion or that Congress will act.” 


hope to win” in the battle Gibbons said segregation de- 
against the bate may take most of the time 
U. S. Supreme of the 20-day session. 


Court's order In the Governor's outline of 
to integrate business to be taken up during 
public schools, the 20 days the word segrega- 
but we can tion was not mentioned. 


——— orde “We know that any laws we 
years if we pass in Tallahassee pertaining 
have to.” to segregation will be attacked 
Sam Gib- in court,” Gibbons said, “but 
bons repre- we can't say when or how long 
> it will take to attack them all.” 


sentative from 

Hillsbor- The Hillsborough representa- 
ough County, Gibbons tive said he saw no immediate 
appearing on the Press Confer- threat for desegregation in the 
ence program on WFLA-TV, next school session in Sep- 
said: tember. 

“Despite what the Supreme “Beyond next September no 
Court has ordered us to do, we one really knows what will hap- 
are going ahead with the long pen. The best thinking in the 
fight to delay integration.” state is working on the solu- 

And he added, “There is ab- tion to the problem,” he said, 
solutely nothing the present “I think any solution is years 
special session of the legisla- ahead.” f 
ture, or any other meeting of | Gibbons warned “anything 
the legislature, can do to nulli- too radical” will be thrown out 
fy the integration order.” by the Supreme Court, “and 

Gibbons, answering ques- this includes the suggestion of 
tions by Tribune Staff Writers closing the schools.” f 
Vernon Bradford, Leo Stal- “We cannot tamper with the 
naker and Clyde Shaffer, con- Florida publie school system 
tinued: and expect the Federal courts 

“There is no permanent solu- to ignore our action,” he said. 
tion to the segregation prob- “We have to watch what we do 
lem. We are just battling along and stay within the limits of 
in hopes that in the future the the law.” 



























P 


420 A AVLIMU v 


Fight To Keep Segregation 


By AVERY MEANS 

Tribune Staff Writer 
A state representative said 
yesterday “Florida could not 
hope to win” in the battle 
against the 
U. S. Supreme - 
Court’s order 
to integrate 
public schools, 
“but we can 
fight the order 
for years — 50 
years if we 
have to.” 


bons, repre-.- 
sentative from 
Hillsbor- f 
ough County, Gibbons 
appearing on the Press Confer- 
ence program on WFLA-TV, 
said: 

“Despite what the Supreme 
Court has ordered us to do, we 
are going ahead with the long 
fight to delay integration.” 

And he added, “There is ab- 
solutely nothing the present 
special session of the legisla- 
ture, or any other meeting of 
the legislature, can do to nulli- 
fy the integration order.” 

Gibbons, answering ques- 
tions by Tribune Staff Writers 
Vernon Bradford, Leo Stal- 
naker and Clyde Shaffer, con- 
tinued: 

“There is no permanent solu- 
tion to the segregation prob- 
lem. We are just battling along 
in hopes that in the future the 
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Supreme Court will change its 
mind about the 14th Amend- 
ment and the segregation ques- 
tion or that Congress will act.” 


Gibbons said segregation de- 
bate may take most of the time 
of the 20-day session. 


In the Governor's outline of 
business to be taken up during 
the 20 days the word segrega- 
tion was not mentioned. 


“We know that any laws we 
pass in Tallahassee pertaining 
to segregation will be attacked 
in court,” Gibbons said, “but 
we can’t say when or how long 
it will take to attack them all.” 


The Hillsborough representa- 
tive said he saw no immediate 
threat for desegregation in the 
next school session in Sep- 
tember. 

“Beyond next September no 
one really knows what will hap- 
pen. The best thinking in the 
state is working on the solu- 
tion to the problem,” he said, 
“I think any solution is years 
ahead.” f : 

Gibbons warned “anything 
too radical” will be thrown out 
by the Supreme Court, “and 
this includes the suggestion of 
closing the schools.” 

“We cannot tamper with the 
Florida public school system 
and expect the Federal courts 
to ignore our action,” he said. 
“We have to watch what we do 
and stay within the limits of 

’ the law.” 











































venes at 2 P.M. tomorrow ın a 
special session that could get 
over in a week or last the full 
legal limit of 20 days. 


Clashes between forces for and 
against doing away with the pub- 
lic school system to preserve geg- 
regation are inevitable. 

The tipoff on duration of the 
session may come on the first roll 
in the house, where most of the 
segregation factors making for 
the uncertainties exist. 

It is in the house that most 
of the taik has developed over 
contesting the right of Gov. Le- 
Roy Collins to restrict segrega- 
tion legislation to the Fabisinski 
committe program, and where 
members have announced they 
plan introduction of bills on a 
variety of subjects dealing with 
race-mixing. — 


13-Point Program 


lawmakers a 13-point program, 
Besides segregation, legislation 
dealing with real estate adver- 
tising and highway speed limits 
show promise of kicking up some 
controversy. 

The Fabrisinsk! committee has 
recommended that the legislature 
revise the 1955 pupil assignment 
law, enact a similar law dealing 
with teachers, increase the 
powers of the governor to deal 
with disorder and use of public 
facilities, and initiate a proposed 
amendment to the federateonsti- 
tution to clarify states’ rights. 

Senate leaders arriving for the 
session said there was some feel- 
ing developing in the upper 
chamber for the legislature to 
adopt the program recommended 
by the Fabisinski committee, con- 
sider other measures jn the gov- 
ernor’s call as well as emergency 
local legislation, then go home, 
itable 
, if the temiper.iof the. 
‘Ouse is to dwell at length on the 
segregation field, then there is 
every liklihood the session will 
stretch out to a full 20 days. 

The first voting test may come 
when house members attempt to 
introduce segregation legislation 
outside the program outlined by 
the governor. 

It will be up to house speaker 
Ted David to say whether the 
bills. are within the scope of the 
governor's call. If they are held 
to be outside the call then the 
legislator introducing them could 
appeal the chair’s ruling to the 





























the tipoff to the’ feelin 
member 

A Segregation leader in the 
house, Rep, Prentice P., Pruitt of 
Jefferson County, said ‘he’ will- 
attempt ‘to’ bring up segregation 
legislation outside the Governor's 
call and would challenge efforts 
to require a two-thirds vote. 

Pruitt contends the Governor 
can restrict the legislature to 
fields but not to specific bills. 

The major segregation battle 
likely will develop over Pruitt's 
efforts to allow the public school 

: ished by refer- 


eg aboli 
endum vote~to prevent racial 
integration. Fae * 


Pruitt said he will introduce 
an emergency amendment to al- 
low residents of any county te 
abolish their public schools rather 


Gov. Collins has handed the 


house. Such a vote could provide 


— 


than integrate and to provide .. 


public funds for the education 
of pupils in private schools, 

Charles Tom Henderson, assist- 
ant attorney general in charge of 
bill drafting, said his office has 
been asked to draw up a com- 
paratively small number of local 
bills affecting counties. Less than 
50 requests have come in. 
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Prentice Pruitt 
Was listed in th e 
H.R. Journal as the 
Lobbyist for "Le- 
| i 5 , gislation for the 
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Pinellas Superintendent Says| 


Negroes ‘Well 


‘Segregated School Facilities 


Tribune Staff Writer 

CLEARWATER, Aug. 30.— 
School Supt: Floyd Christian said 
today the Negroes “are well 
pleased” with their segregated 
facilities and opportunities for 
} education in Pinellas County 
\ 


By RALPH SUMNER 


schools. 
: He predicted there would not 


‘be any integration efforts by the 
Negroes this year in Pinellas. 

Christian said he had worked 
‘to preserve the segregation of 
Negro and white children in 
[I Pinellas schools and that he 
4 would continue this fight. 
. He is seeking his third four- 
{year term as superintendent of 
‘Pinellas schools, on the Demo- 
‘cratic ticket, subject to the Nov. 
‘6 general election. 

‘All-Out Fight’ 

His Republican opponent, Dr. 
Harold F. Rowe, a former 
Pinellas speech teacher, an- 
nounced earlier this week he will 
wage an all-out fight to preserve 
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‘segregation in the schools if he 
‘lis elected. i 
| “The Pinellas County school 
|superintendent and members of 
(the board of public instruction 
}have worked with many out- 
Standing Negro citizens of 
‘|Pinellas County in the planning 
‘land developing of the educational 
facilities which are now a 
reality,” Christian said. “These 
‘facilities are the best available 
‘jto any Negro citizen in Florida. 
“The academic achievement of 
our Negro youth exceeds that of 
Negroes in other parts of our 
state. $ 
“We feel satisfied the basic 


— — 


purpose of the public schools is 
{| being achieved. Instruction in the 
‘three R's, together with that pro- 
vided in other subjects, is help- 
‘jing our Negro citizens develop 
their talent and rich heritage to 
the fullest.” 
Christian said the office of 





Pleased’ With! 
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superintendent is recognized in 
the Florida constitution, which 
requires the segregation of the 
races in the state schools. 


He said he had taken the oath 
to uphold the constitution, add- 
ing, “This I have complied with 
fully and intend to do so in the 
future so long as I hold this 
position.” 

“I understand our Negro! 
citizens are well pleased with! 
the facilities and educational op-| 
portunities which are theirs,” he 
continued. z 


“We have received no requests 
on the part of our Negro citizens 
to attend schools other than 
those in which they have been 
enrolled. We do not anticipate 
receiving such requests during 
the current school year.” 


He promised to keep the 
citizens informed of any con- 
templated action and any pro-iķ 
cedures which may be developed 
to carry out the laws enacted by 
the Florida Legislature. p 

“We have always worked with 
the citizens of all races to the 
end that the public schools of 
Pinellas County may serve all our 
young people in the most 
efficient and effective manner 
possible.” i 

‘Had Adopted Policies’ 

“This will continue to be my 
practice while serving as superin- 
tendent.” : 

Christian pointed out the 
school board had adopted policies 
“pertaining to school zoning and 
pupil assignment... even be-|. 
fore the special session of the 
legislature which enacted further] 
laws pertaining to student as-, 
signment.” i 

Yesterday, the GOP controlled; 
board practically rebelled against, 
putting the new pupil assignment 
law into operation in Pinellas, 
contending some of the pin 
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visions were unAmerican and 
undemocratic. 
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State Basic | 
Law Urged: 


Constitution Study | 
Group Asked By ' 
Miami Attorney — 
To Eliminate 
Segregation Part 


By TOM O’CONNOR . i 
Tribune Staff Writer ; 

MIAMI, Sept. 5—The attorney 
for the American Civil Liberties’ 
Union in Miami today called for, 
abolition of the section of the 
Florida Constitution providing 
for segregation in the public 
schools. , 

Tobias Simon told members of 
the Florida Constitutional Advis- 
ory Commission holding its first 
public meeting here today that} 
“there is no more reason for 
keeping segregation in the consti- 
tution than there is to have a sec- 
tion providing that Florida should 
have the right to secede from 
the Union.” 

He said the decision of the 
Supreme Court outlaws segrega- 


-|tion and there is no longer any 


reason for keeping it in the con- 
stitution. — 
Questioned Closely 

Simon did not go unscathed 
and was questioned closely by! 
several members of the commis- 
sion which is engaged in drafting 
a new constitution for the state to 
‘Ibe submitted to the 1957 session 
| of the legislature. ! 

Rep. Henry Land of Orange 
County, a member of the group, 
asked Simon: “What is the law 
of the land to which you are 
referring?” 

The attorney answered the Su- 
preme Court decision. | 

“There is a difference between!’ 
the law of the land and a Su-j. 
‘Ipreme Court decision, isn’t 
there?” challenged Land. 


Concedes Opinions 


Simon admitted that there!- 
could be a difference of opinion 
Slon that. ' 


Land further asked Simon: 
what the advantages of eliminat-. 
ing the section feom a new con- 
, [stitution would be. 

Simon answered that it would 
help to prepare the people of 

the state for the Jaw of the land. 
‘| He said the recent laws en- 

acted by the legislature, en the. 
segregation problem were prepar-; 
‘ing the people for what is to. 
come... `: A ; 

He said the laws, (popularly 
known as the Fabisinski laws), 
: | would prevent what is happening 
ajnow in .Tennessee and Texas 
e|where mobs have gathered in. 

opposition to integrated sehools,: 

Legislator Dubious . 

After the session today one' 
legislator was overheard saying 
that if that were the reason for‘ 
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‘Segregated School Facilities 


By RALPH SUMNER 
Tribune Staff Writer 


CLEARWATER, Aug. 30.— 
School Supt: Floyd Christian sai 
today the Negroes “are well 
‘pleased” with their segregate 
facilities an 
education 
schools. 


d opportunities for 
in Pinellas County 


\ 
“be any integration efforts by the 
‘Negroes this year in Pinellas. 


Christian said he had worked 
to preserve the segregation of 
:Negro and white “children in 
| Pinellas schools and that he 
4 would continue this fight. 
’ He is seeking his third four 
iyear term as superintendent o 
‘Pinellas schools, on the Demo- 
‘eratic ticket, subject to the Nov. 
6 general election. 
i ‘All-Out Fight’ 
‘Harold 


F. Rowe, 
„| Pinellas 


speech 


a 
teacher, 


aqlraces i 


dito uphold the constitution, add- 


He predicted there would Tot; PO 


-| tO 
f|those in which they have been 


superintendent is recognized in 

the Florida constitution, which 

requires the segregation of the 
in the state schools. 


He said he had taken the oath 


ing, “This I nave complied with 
fully and intend to do so in the 
future so long as I hold this 
sition.” 

“I understand our 
citizens 


portunities which are theirs,” he 
continued. 
“We have received no requests 


on the part of our Negro citizens 
attend schools other than 


enrolled. We do not anticipate 
receiving such requests during 
the current school year.” 


He promised to keep the 


His Republican opponent, Dr.|citizens informed of any con- 
former|templated action and any pro- 
an-|cedures which may be developed 


'i nounced earlier this week he willjto carry out the laws enacted by 


ilwage an all-out fight to preserve|the Florida Legislature. 


segregation in the schools if he 
is elected. 


| 


La 


nave 
(standing Negro citizens 
t| Pinellas County in the planning 
‘land developing of the educational 
facilities which are now 
‚ reality,” Christian said. 
facilities are the best availa 
‘to any Negro citizen in Flori 


— — 


ble 


Negroes in other parts of our 
state. : 


na oe oai 


being achieved. Instruction in the 
three R’s, together with that pro- 

vided in other subjects, is help- 
‘lling our Negro citizens develop 


p 


the fullest.” 






Christian _ said the office of undemocratie. 


| “We have always wor 
‘the citizens of all races to thei 


i “The Pinellas County school|end that the public schools of 
|superintendent and members of] Pinellas County may serve j 
ithe board of public instructioniyoung people 


all our 


in the most 


worked with many out-lefficient and effective manner 
of | possible.” 


‘Had Adopted Policies’ 


“This will continue to be my | 
ni a| practice while serving as superin- 
These| tendent.” 


Christlan pointed out the 


7 ; da.| school board had adopted policies 
The academic achievement of|“pertaining to school zoning and 
our Negro youth exceeds that of| pupil 


assignment... even be- 
fore the special session of the 
legislature which enacted further | 





“We feel satisfied the basic|laws pertaining to student AS- 
purpose of the public schools is|si 


gnment.” 

Yesterday, the G 
board practically rebelled against 
putting the new pupil assignment 


: some of the pro- 
visions were unAmerican an 
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the facilities and educational op-|. 
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; law into operation in ignment| 
their talent and rich heritage to|contending 
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By TOM O'CONNOR . i 
T 


ribune Staff Writer 
MIAMI, Sept. 5—The attorney 
for the American Civil Liberties: 
Union in Miami today called for, 
abolition of the section of the 
Florida Constitution providing 
for segregation in the public 
schools. i 
Tobias Simon told members of 
the Florida Constitutional Advis- 
ory Commission holding its first 
public meeting here today that} 
js no more reason for 
the consti- 


the Union.” 

He said the decision of the 
Supreme Court outlaws segrega- 
-Ition and there is no longer any 
reason for keeping it in the con- * 
stitution. ' 

Questioned Closely 

Simon did not go unscathed 

and was questioned closely by! 


r 


l| 


a new constitution for the state to 
be submitted to the 1957 session 
of the legislature. 

Rep. Henry Land of Orange 
a member of the group, 
asked Simon: “What is the law 
of the land to which you are 
referring?” 

The attorney answered the Su- 
preme Court decision. 

“There is a difference between!’ 
the law of the land and a Su-|. 
‘|preme Court decision, isn’t 
there?” challenged Land. 
7 Concedes Opinions 

Simon admitted that 
could be a difference of op 
on that. 

Land further asked Simon: 
what the advantages of eliminat-. 
ing the section fom a new con- 
, | stitution would be. , 
Simon answered that it would. 


the people of 
the state for the 


there}: 
inion 


law of the land. 

He said the recent laws en- 
acted by the legislature on the 
segregation problem were prepar-) 
ing the people for what is to. 


come. . ° j 
“ He said the laws, (popularly 
known as the Fabisiņski laws), 
would prevent what is happening 
now in . Tennessee and Texas 
where mobs have gathered in. 
opposition to integrated schools, 
Legislator Dubious 

After the session today one' 

“legislator was overheard saying 
»lthat if that were the reason for 
the laws he would have taken. 
a longer look at them before yot-: 
ing for them. ‘ 
t Simon also said that an advan- 
“itage of eliminating the section: 
would be an aid to freedom of 
education. 

Harry Westberry, a represen- 
tative from Duval County, asked 
Simon what his views on segrega-, 
tion were prior to the Supreme. * 
Court decision. : 

Says Not “Legal, Moral” 

“J don't feel segregation is legal 
or moral,” Simon asserted. 1, 

Westberry asked if he thought, 
the NAACP had anything to ac 
with “what's going on in Tennes- 
see and Texas.” 7 

Simon said he did not know. 

James M. Owens, Jr., of West 
Palm Beach, asked Simon if he 
did not feel that the people of a 
state had the right to adopt aj. 
constitution dealing with their}. 
state. 

Simon answered this by saying) 
that the segregation issue is gov- 
erned by federal law. i 

He said that states have the 
(Continued on Page 5, Column 1) 


ariei hey u 4 422 


— 4, 


nent 


Set aes. 








ee ee a nn _ 7 ; 
REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION , LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


22 


TAMPA MOPNING TRIBUNE, Wednesday, September 5,1956 5 
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Constitution Study Group 
Urged To Omit Segregation 


(Continued from Page 1) 


right only to adopt a constitution 
consistent with federal laws. 
Warren Quizzes Him 
Former Gov. Fuller Warren, 
also a member of the commission, m 5 
asked Simon: “Suppose the Never Seen It Done 
Supreme Court should reverse its “Ive never seen it done,” an- 
decision?” Reminding him that|swered Simon. 
the court had reversed its previous “You’ve read this decision, 
separate but equal doctrine. haven’t you,” countered Morris 
Simon repeated that under thej White, Tampa attorney. This was 
Present law the segregation sec- greeted by laughter from the 
tion is illegal and any section! audience, 
providing for segregation would Simon was followed to the ros- 
also be illegal. . trum by Richard Fink, Miami 
“I believe that every effort] Beach attorney for the American 
should be made to pass a con-| Jewish Committee. He also called 


Stitution that is not an anachron-| for abolition of the segregation 
oS en 


; article, but said he was not call- 


oe 
. 


ism,” declared Simon. 

Finally Raymer Maguire, Or- 
lando attorney, asked if Simon 
did not think it possible for the 
Supreme Court to exceed its 
jurisdiction. 
































JENO ing for it on any emotional 
He tals grounds, but purely on the 
ALLT grounds that any such section 


would be illegal. 
Could Act in Reversal 


He said that elimination from 
the constitution would not pre- 
vent the legislature from passing 
laws in the event that the Su- 
preme Court should reverse itself 
on the segregation decision. 

Mrs. W. L. Mussette, represent- 
ing the Florida Congress of Par- 
ents and Teachers, in making her 
recommendations said the segre- 
gation section should be “modi- 
fied” if “the Supreme Court de- 
cision is to prevail.” 


the “modifications” should be. 

About 40 persons attended the 
meeting here today and several 
persons spoke explaining what 
they think would be needed in 
a revision of the present state 
constitution. 

A second session is scheduled 
for tomorrow morning at 10 


© |o'clock and subsequent public 
'* |hearings are scheduled in Tampa 
a Thursday and Friday and next 
d |week in Orlando, Jacksonville 
i, {and Pensacola. 

id Some commission members ex- 
de | pressed disappointment that there 


were no specific proposals deal- 
ing with revision, but that most 
of them were in generalities. 


Urges Flexibility 

Mrs. Florence Williams, repre- 
senting the League of Women 
Voters in the Miami area, said 
the league has been working for 
constitutional revision for more 
than 10 years and explained that 
her organization had agreed that 
a new constitution should be 
flexible and simple and amenable 
to change. 

She listed the following pro- 
visions as desirable in a revised 
constitution: Home rule for mu- 
nicipalities and counties to give 
the legislature more time to at- 
tend to state matters and elimi- 


— — — 


se wo 


TT Mf 


Dept. 
‘es 


‘pes? 
N. Y. 


She had no suggestion as to what! ` 





$ change aN “tere mee: — 
school superintendént; maki. 
certain that the schools will k 
able to get money from the pro 
ceeds from state owned mineral 
rights such as tidelands oil; elim- 
ination of the district ‘trustees; 
school board members to serve 
without a salary; eliminating the 
section of state normal‘ schools; 
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appointment of county superin- | 
Lied 2I- 56 tendents in the counties that want. 
' it; providing that school elections' 


should be held on a non-partisan 
basis and at some other time 
than the general elections. i 

In reply to a question as to. 
whether or not persons should: 
be able to escape school taxes, ' 
Mrs. Mussette said “every person | 
who lives in a community must 
share the expense.” 

She was also asked if her or- 
ganization is of the opinion that 
the state should be allowed to 
levy taxes on homestead exemp- 
tions for schools, but she said | 
that had not been gone into. 

Hits Union Shop Ban 

Howard D. Walton, president 
of the State Industrial Union 
Council, who said he was ap- 
pearing on behalf of the CIO, 
asked that in any revision the 
so-called “right to work” amend- 
ment be eliminated. 

The amendment provides that 
no person shall be deprived of 
the right to work because he does 
not belong to a labor union. 

Walton said the right to work 
law does not provide anyone with 
a job in Florida, but that it helps 
“free riders” to get the benefits 
of the labor union negotiated 
contracts without belonging to 
the union or contributing to it. 

“The law is a restriction of our 
rights,” he declared. He added 
that it is a device used by man- 


——— 


Negroes Ask More 
Police Protection 


At Winter Haven _ 


WINTER HAVEN, Oct. 4. — 
(Special—More police protection 
for the people of the Florence 
Villa area was asked of the Win- 
ter Haven city commission Tues- 
day night by a delegation of 
Negro citizens. 

L. B. Broxley headed the group} 
}which asked that another officer | 
be assigned to that area to sup- 
plement the work of Joel Wil-: 
burn, Negro patrolman, who is on 
duty from 4 P. M. to midnight. 
Broxley said the need for police: 
{protection is greatest during the 
mornings and afternoons when 
children are traveling the streets 
to and from school. Winter 

Haven’s two Negro schools—Jew- 
ett Elementary and Jewett Hig 
are located in Florence Villa. = 

The delegation was informed by 
City Manager J. H. Fuller that, 
provision is being made for an- 
other officer in the 1956-57 city' 

budget now under consideration: 
;and that the commission will doi 
everything possible to provide 
adequate protection in the Flor- 
ence Villa area. 
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wat . {agement “to prevent us from dis- 
nev " -leussing’ the union shop over the 
101. negotiation table. 

run Says Firm Uses Law 

Ca! He said the law is used specifi- 
822 ;. [cally by the Bell Telephone Com- 
Wi. - [pany “that spends considerable 


amount of money encouraging 
new employes not to join a 
union,” , i 

Raymer Maguire asked Walton 
that if the section, which is a 
part of the declaration of rights, 
would not prevent a man from 
working if he did not belong to 
a labor union. 

Walton replied that the union 
wants to eliminate free riders 
and that anyone getting the bene- 
fits of a union contract should 
pay dues to the union because 
running a union is an expensive 
thing. 

“Levy a Tribute” 

“You're going to levy a tribute 
on him,” stormed Maguire. 

“He wouuld have to pay,” an- 
swered Walton cooly. 

Walton said eliminating the 
right to work amendment would 
give unions the right to bargain 
for a union shop, which permits 
management to hire a man who 
does not belong to a union, but 
forces the man to join the union 
after a specified period of time. 

This is in contrast to a closed 
shop where a man must be a 
union member before he can go 
to work in the first place. 

John McCarthy, Ft. Pierce, 
brother of the late Gov. Dan Mc- 
Carty, and chairman of the 
Citizens Constitution Committee, 
summed up the work his organ- 
ization has done since it started 
in 1950, 

He called the present constitu- 
tion a patchwork and called for 
reorganization of the executive 
and judicial branches of the gov- 
" fernment, i 


nate the local bill evil; a merit { 
system; state tax commission; a 
single agency for tax collections; . 
elimination of school trustees; 
provision for a secret ballot in so 
many words, put specifically in‘ 
the constitution that women have 
the right to vote. j 

“One section of the sonit 
tion still says voters should be 
‘males’,” she declared. 

Asks Home Rule 

William L. Pallette, Miami, 
representing the Metropolitan 
Charter Board, asked for home 
rule in the counties and counties 
that suffer from “metropolitan- 
itis,” citing Dade County as a: 
prime example. [ 


t 

Pallette said it is basically} 
wrong for the state legislature to: 
pass on local matters. He termed aay 
it depriving the people of theirs 
rights. 

Mrs, W. L. Mussette, represent 
ing the Florida Congress of Par 
ents and Teachers, proposed tha 
any revision should contain th 
words that the state will provid 
for an “adequate system of publi¢ 
instruction.” She said this woulc, 
provide for kindergartens, 

Wants Oil Funds J 

She said the state congress had 3 
gone on record as approving no‘ 

“swe 4 -tha election of a. state 
tar’ ve L n Bs 
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Kentucky Candidates 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—There is one issue here, 
and one only, which-really makes the pulses of 
the voters beat faster. It is the one issue which 
is never mentioned at all by any of Kentucky's 
four \senatorial’§ candidates. The issue is, of 
course, the racial integration of the schools, 

This-reporter spent many hours Interviewing 
voters in- four districts of this city, carefully 
chosen by a professional public opinion expert 
to represent an economic and political cross-sec- 
tion. The purpose was to test not only voting 
intentions but the voters’ reactions to three sub- 
jects—the President's health, Adlai Stevenson's 
divorce and school integration. 

The reactions to questions about the Presi- 
dent’s health and Stevenson’s divorce were 
curiously similar., “Why, that never entered 
my head,” people would Say, often in a tone of 
protest tinged with indignation, or: “Why, I 
don’t think that has any bearing at all.” 

* * 


ONCE INALONG WHILE, perhaps once in 
15 interviews, somcone would say that the Pres- 
ident’s health was “something you had to think 
about.” But in every case the voter who ex- 
pressed such doubts had already made up his 
mind to vote Democratic on other grounds. In 
short, Democratic strategists who are counting 
on “the health issue” as a central Stevenson 
asset would appear to be fooling themselves— 
an observation born out of other pulse-feeling 
expeditions in other parts of the country. 

By the same token, we found not a single 
voter—no one—who admitted that he was in- 
fluenced in any way by Stevenson’s divorce, 
This was as true of Catholic voters as of others, 

x kk 


SOME PEOPLE, NO DOUBT, are not wholly 
candid when they talk about such subjects with 
a Stranger. But again and again one sensed a 
feeling of indignation that such personal! mat- 
ters should be discussed at all. Both the Presi- 
cent’s health and Stevenson’s divorce are clearly 
Political two-ecdged swords, 

The integration issue is, on the other hand, 
a one-edged sword, in the sense that it cuts in 
only one direction among the whites in this 
border state city. 

For, especially in the poorer white sections 
of this city, the resistance to integration is abso- 
lutely monolithic. 

_ Occasionally it is blind and bitter and filled 
with unreasoning hate, ‘More often it takes the 


‘ea wy 6 NULL waren pre wurny- 
` clear and veluaty. smoot al: 


ey lt t 





Mum On Integration 


form expressed by an elderly one-legged man 
in a low income housing project in the Shelby 
area: “I don’t think the Negroes should be 
tromped on. I think they should have as good 
a chance as anyone else. But I sure don’t see 
why we should be all mixed up together.” 

* 


ko * 

THE RESISTANCE is especially strong in 
the heavily unionized workers’? districts—the 
idea that racial liberalism goes hand in hand 
with unionization is simply not true, at least in 
these parts. In this respect, in fact, the Catho- 
lic Church has done a far more effective job 
of persuasion than the unions—“We've had col- 
ored children in the parochial schools for some 
time now,” one Catholic worker said, “and it’s 
worked out all right.” He was typical of others, 


As one moves away from the crowded low 
income areas into the middle class districts 
like Highlands or Crescent Hills, one finds a 
milder reaction. Once in a while, a person will 
even express approval of the integration pro- 
sram—‘Color’s only skin deep,” one man said, 
and a woman remarked that “it’s all according 
to the good book.” 

* ok Ok 


BUT EVEN IN SUCH AREAS the white 
people oppose integration by an overwhelming 
majority. The political implications of this al- 
most universal feeling are suggested by the 
hostility to Kentucky's Gov. “Happy” Chandler 
which is found everywhere in Louisville. Chan- 
dler is heartily disliked for many excellent rea- 
sons. But the unpalatable truth is that he is 
disliked most for one of the few really re- 
sponsible acts of his career—calling out the 
National Guard to prevent rioting over integra- 
tion in Sturgis, 

Disregarding the issues which really hit 
home to the voters is not usually a laudable 
practice in a democracy. But in these special 
ciccumstances, it is to the credit of all four 


them has seized the one-edged sword of integra- 
tion to slash his Opponent’s jugular with it. For 
the Negro vote is a Surprisingly small minority 
of the total in this border state. And there is 
mych political hay to be made from the integra- 
tion issue by any politician who wished to do 
So at the risk of Sparking a general racial con- 
flagration. 
' (Copyright, 1956, New York Herald Tribune, Inc.) 
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Along Freedom’s Road | 


By RUTH PERRY 


ae 


In view of recent developments 
it would seem advisable at this 
time to devote this column to 
discussion of a recent NAACP 
pamphlet. 


AN AMERICAN 


ORGANIZATION 
The National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 


People is an American organiza- 
tion, deriving its- philosophy, its 
program and its goals from the 


nation’s cherished democratic 
traditions. From the beginning, 


the task of the NAACP has been 
to wipe out racial discrimination 
and segregation. It has worked 
always in a legal manner, through 
the courts, and according to fed- 
eral and state laws and the 
United States Constitution. It has 
also sought the enactment of new 
civil rights laws and the develop- 
ment of a favorable climate of 
opinion. 


WHITE SUPREMACY AND | 
SMEAR CAMPAIGNS 


The NAACP, as the record 
plainly shows, has won many 
battles in the long struggle for 
first class citizenship for Negro 
Americans. These successes have 
aroused the anger of those whe 
believe in the segregated system 
—the Jim Crow way of life. 


The leaders of this outmoded 
system have in actuality declar- 
ed war on the NAACP because 
it has spearheaded the fight for 
equality. They have passed laws, 
invoked economic sanctions, and 
resorted to threats, intimidation 
and violence in their efforts. to 
wreck the NAACP and halt the 
march of democratic progress. 


In recent years, the defenders 
of this lost cause have sought to 
smear the NAACP by falsely 
linking it with the Communist 
party. The more reckless white 
supremacy spokesmen have 
openly charged that the NAACP 
is “Communist-dominated” and 
listed as “subversive.” The more 
cautious have tried to convict 
the NAACP of “guilt by assoc- 
iation.” The NAACP position on 
the Communist party is clear and 
unequivocal, and has firmly and 
consistently turned back efforts 
of the Communists to infiltrate 
the organization. ; 


NAACP NOT SUBVERSIVE 


The NAACP is not, and never 
has been, listed as subversive by 
any federal agency or official. 
Neither the United States Attor- 
mey General nor the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
includes the NAACP on a list of 
subversive organizations. Both 
the House and Senate committees 
empowered to investigate 
versive activities have at.times 
been headed by such avowedly 
white supremacies and declared 
enemies of the NAACP as Rre- 
senative John Rankin and Sena- 
tor James O. Eastland, both of 
Mississippi. The NAACP has nev- 
er been called before either of 
these committees because there 
has never been any evidence of 
Communist domination of the or- 
ganization. ‘ 


The NAACP grew out of a con- 
ference called on Feb. 12, 1909, 
the centennial of Abraham Lin 
coln’s birth. Its basie policies 
were formulated in the eariy 
years. The Association’s annual 
report for 1913 declared: “We in- 


-Ta shen Rahi 


| 


We are Americans, and in the 
American way, with American 


NAAOP, summed up the Ameri- 
canism of the Negro and the 
NAACP as follows. “In demand- 
ing these things — that our na- 
tional government enset a civil 
rights program and that mobs,. 
whether they be lynchers in Mis- ' 
sissippi or swimming pool hood- 
lums in Missouri, be blotted out: 
— we do not cry out bitterly 
that we love another land better | 
than our own, or another people | 
better than ours.” 


“This is our land. This is our 
nation. We helped to build it. 
We have defended it from Boston 
Common to Iwo Jima. We have 
helped to make it a better land 
through our songs, our laughter, 
our expansion and clarification of 
its Constitution and its Bill of 
Rights, through our talents and 
skills, all the way from Benja- 
min Banneker who helped to lay 
out Washington, D. C. to Ralph 
Bunche who made peace a 
working reality in 1949. 


determination to be free, we in- 
‘end to continue to fight in the 
‘ame legal way we have used 
since the beginning of the ongan- 
‘zation. The business of the 
NAACP, is to work for civil rights 
‘for the elimination of racial 
>arriers, for an America with 
full equality for all its citizens. 
It was founded for, and has ad- 
hered to, this high purpose. The. 


timidation, threats or smears of 
the white supremacists.” 


— — — — U — — —— 


association does not propose to 
from this goal by in- 


ft 


sub- 


— — — 
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civil rights laws and the develop- 
ment of a favorable climate of 
opinion. 


WHITE SUPREMACY AND . 
SMEAR CAMPAIGNS 


The NAACP, as the record 
plainly shows, has’ won many 
battles in the long struggle for 
first class citizenship for Negro 
Americans. These successes have 
aroused the anger of those who 
believe in the segregated system 
—the Jim Crow way of life. 


The leaders of this outmoded 
system have in actuality declar- 
ed war on the NAACP because’ 
it has spearheaded the fight for 
equality. They have passed laws, 
invoked economic Sanctions, and 
resorted to threats, intimidation 
and violence in their efforts. to 
wreck the NAACP and halt the 
march of democratic progress. - 


In recent years, the defenders 
of this lost cause have sought to 
smear the N by falsely 
linking it with the Communist 
party. The more reckless white 
supremacy spokesmen have 
openly charged that the NAACP 
is “Communist-dominated” and 
listed as “subversive.” The more 
cautious have tried to convict 


iation.” The NAACP position on 


min Banndker who helped to lay 
out Washington, D. C. to Ralph 
Bunche who made peace a 
working reality in 1949. 


We are Americans, and in the 
Amerio3n way, with- American 
determination to be free, we in- 
-nd to continue to fight in the 
‘ame legal way we have used 
since the beginning of the ongan- 
zation. The business of the 
NAACP, is to work for civil rights 
‘or the elimination of racial 
darriers, for an America with 
full equality for all its citizens, 
It was founded for, and has ad- 
hered to, this high purpose. The: 
association does not propose to 
be diverted from this goal by in- 
timidation, threats or smears of 
the white supremacists,” 


er) 


the NAACP of “guilt by *5 


the Communist party is clear and 
unequivocal, and has firmly and j 
consistently turned back efforts 
of the Communists to infiltrate 
the organization. : 


NAACP NOT SUBVERSIVE 


The NAACP is not, and never 
has been, listed as subversive by 
any federal agency or official. 
Neither the United States Attor- 
mey General nor the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
includes the NAACP on a list of 
subversive organizations. Both 
the House and Senate committees 
empowercd to investigate sub- 
versive activities have at__times 
been headed by such . avowedly 
white supremacies and declared 
enemies of the NAACP as Ricre- 
Senative John Rankin and Sena- 
tor James O. Eastland, both of 
Mississippi. The NAACP has nev- 
er been called before either of 
these committees because there 
has never been any evidence of 
Communist domination of the or- 
ganization. i 


The NAACP grew out of a con- 
ference calied on Feb. 12, 1909, 
the centennial of Abraham Lin 
coln’s birth. Its basic poltcies 
were formulated in the eariy 
years. The Association’s annual] 
report for 1913 declared; “We in- 
tend to push vigorously the figh’ 
against ‘segregation in all its 
forms.” It was uot until 1919, 
after World War I,-that the 
Cemmunist party was orzanized 
in the United States. It is obvious 
therefore, that the policy of fight- 
ing segregation originated with 
the NAACP, and was not “Com- 
munist inspired” zs smear cam 
paigns from white supremacists |. 
would have the ¡public believe. 


NAACP STATEMENT 
OF POLICY 


In a recent „address, Roy Wil- 
kins, executive secretary of the a 
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James M. Cox Jr., President 
D. J. Mahoney, Publisher 
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MIAM I NEWS 


Established May 15, 1896. 


William C. ‘Baggs, Editor 


James R. Brumby, Gen. Manager 


Hoke Welch, Managing Editor 





“We live under democracy. Government is created and controlled by publie 
opinion. If public opinion has an untruth fed to it, it will be just as harmful as 
f though we had deadly poison in our drinking water.” 
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Letters To The Editor 


To the Editor of The Miami News: 
The Miami branch of the National Asso- 


, ciation for the Advancement of Colored Peo- 


ple was very interested in Gov. LeRoy 
Collins’ recent article in Look Magazine. 
Living within the framework of one of the 
“reluctant” deep South states, we approach, 
integration on the basis of principles in 
the U:S. Constitution rather than State Jaws 
and statutes determined to maintain segre- 
gation. 

In the South today, the meaning of 


`. “moderate,” “patient” and “gradual” de- 


pends on which side of the fence you stand. 
To the NAACP, patience does not mean 
„submission to undemocratic practices; mod- 
eration does not mean refusal to try to 
obtain equality of civil rights; and grad- 
ualism does not mean “never” or stagna- 
tion in the status quo. bai 
We have been told that the majority of 
White Southerners want a fair solution of 
this problem. If this majority feels as Gov. 
Collins stated they do, why do they per- 
mit a small minority of belligerent segre- 
gationists to speak for them? pe 
Segregation and Jim Crow are not only 
the result of mores and tradition; they are 
the result of statutes passed by southern 
States. It is a policy of the NAACP. not 
to seek legal redress through the courts 
— 


hanna —ñ —ñ — —ñ ee 


Monday, May 26, 1958 


NAACP Answers Collins 


James M. Cox, Publisher, 1923-1957 








— — 





until all other avenues have been exhausted. 
Proceeding ‘through courts is not a hasty 
process and cannot be called acting in 
irresponsible haste or proceeding in an ex- 
treme manner. 

An interracial commission with appoin- 
tees selected by the governors of the south- 
ern states has been suggested by Gov. 
Collins. In all . frankness, what progress 


‘toward’ interracial understanding could be 


made by appointees of governors committed 
to the continuation of segregation? This 
would be a stalemate. Both sides of the 
question must be heard and studied. We 
cannot have a just solution without repre- 
sentatives of both sides coming together. 


Gov. Collins pleaded for moderation. But 
can one be moderate with moral values, 
hunian dignity or freedom? Negroes, like 
other American citizens, feel within their 
hearts the ‘desire for recognition as hu- 
man beings. Human progress, especially in 
the matter of progress between the races, 
is not inevitable or automatic as many 
White Southerners would have us believe. 
It must be planned for and executed by 
those who would like to achieve a just 
solution to this challenge in democratic 
living. 

i THE REV. THEODORE R. GIBSON 
President, Miami NAACP Branch 
Miami ; 
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i ~ May 16, 1958 


Mrs. Walter Perry 
1664 Meridian Avenue 
Miami Beach, Florida 


Dear Ruths 


A I am scheduled to arrive in Miami on Tuesday, 
May 20, at 4:55 P.M, I would like to look at the 
newspaper clippings and other information you have 
on the background of the legislative investigative 
committee while I am in Miami. Perhaps I might be 
able to take a look at it on Tuesday night? 





My best regards, and looking forward to seeing 
you and Walter. 





Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 
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Mr. O. C. Everhart,Librarian 
Miami Beach Public Library 
2100 Collins Ave, 

Miami Beach, Fla, 


Dr. Harold Klock 
HI 8-590 - Res, 
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As a result of recent Legislative 
hearings, contempt proceedings have 
been filed by Committee attorney 
Mark Hawes, 


Contempt citation which might result 
in criminal indictment would result 
in possible loss of position for 
Librarian Ruth W. Perry inasmuch as 
her civil service contract indicates 
that upon any criminal indictment, the 
employee is subject to dismissal, 


Bill of particulars, or enabling bill, 
under which the Legislative Committee 

operates provides for criminal indict- 
ment in the event of contempt citation 
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: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
; 3 
Me Miami Branch 


- 
— 


P. O. Box 6, Miami 33, Florida 


Office of the President 
May 21, 1958 


Editor of Look 
488 Madison Avenue 
New York 22, New York 


Dear Sir: 


The Miami, Florida, Branch of the NAACP was very interested in 
Governor Collins! recent article in Look. Living and working within 
the framework of the traditional mores of one of the "reluctant" 
deep south States, our approach to the problem of integration is 

ased, we belicve, upon the broader values and more fundamental 
Principles of our founding fathers and our U.S, Constitution, rather 
than upon the laws and Statutes of a state determined to maintain 
Segregation. 


In the south today, the meaning of the words "moderate", 
patient” and "gradual depends upon what Side of the fence you are 
standing. To the NAACP, patience does not mean submission to un- 
democratic practices; moderation does not mean refusal to try to 
Obtain equality of civil rights; and svradualism does not mean "never" 
or stagnation in the Status quo of tradition and Jim Crow. 


In the matter of civil rights, there can be no real progress 
with a stalemate of Opinions, arbitrarily held views or political 


expediency, and no truly satisfactory solving of our problem by 
fence Straddling. We must meet ít head-on with courage and honesty. 


We have been told that the majority of white Southerners want a 
fair solution of this problem. However, if this majority feels as 


actions of the White Citizens? Councils? 


Segregation and Jim Crow are not only the result of southern 
mores and tradition; they are the result of statutes passed by 
Southern states. The NAACP, during the past fifty years, has striven 
to seek legal redress through the courts of our land from the preju- 
diced and discriminatory Statutes of southern states against Negroes. 
It isa policy of the NAACP not to seek legal redress until all other 
avenues have been exhausted. P 
a hasty process. By no manner of Speaking can remedy so sought be 
called acting in irresponsible haste or proceeding in an extreme 
manner. 
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\ An Bnverracial commission at the federal and state level, work- 
ing toggsther, with appointees selected by the governors of the 
Southern states has been suggested by Gov. Collins. In all frankness, 
what progress toward interracial understanding could be made by an 
appointec of the governors coi southern states conmitted to the con- 
tinvation of segregation? This would not be a solution, it would 
be à stalemate. 


in this time of social change in the south, many words have been 
spoken. however, words are useless without constructive action. 
Both sides of the question must be heard and studied, with sincere 
striving for a just solution. We cannot have this without represen- 
tatives of both sides coming together. A segregationist cannot 
speak for his state alone, neither can an integrationist. But a 
forthright and honest desire on both sides for a better south can 
bring progress. | 


Gov. Collins pleads for moderation. But can one be moderate 
with moral values, human dignity or freedom? Negroes, Like other 
American citizens, feel within their hearts the desire for recogni-~ 
tion as hwuan beings, and a striving toward the ideals of democracy. 
Human progress, especially in the matter of progress between the 
races, is not inevitable or automatic as many white southerners would 
have us believe. Jt must be planned for ani executed by those who 
would like to achieve a just solution of this challenge in demo- 
cratic living. 


Sincerely yours, 
(Sgd.) Theodore R. Gibson 
Fr. Theodore R. Gibson, President 


Copies to: The Miami Herald 
The Miami Daily News 
Mr. Roy Wilkins, Executive Secretary, NAACP 
Mr. Gloster B. Current, Director of Branches 
Mr. Henry Lee Moon, Director of Public Relations 
Mrs. Ruby Hurley, Southeastern Regional Director 
Mr. Robert F, Saunders, Florida Field Secretary 
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June 4, 1958 
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PRESS RELEASE 


— 


The N.A.A.C.P, filed a petition for writ of 


certiorari in the United States Supreme Court today 


Appeals of Virginia (the highest stae court) requiring the 
N.A.A.C.P. to produce its membership lists before the 
Committee on Offenses against the Administration of 
Justice (a legislative committee) holding valid statutes 
forbidding the Association from assisting needy litigants 
in suits involving racial discrimination., 

The Association's lawyers alleged in this petition 
that the Virginia Court's opinion requiring such disclosure 
Was a violation of its right of free Speech and freedom of 
association as guaranteed by the Constitution of the United 
States and that of its members, 


As another basis for review by the Court, the Association's 


assistance by N.A.A.C.P, litigants in cases involving racial 
discrimination were held invalid, 

Representing the N.A.A.C,P, were Robert L, Carter, Genera] 
Counsel, Oliver W. Hill of Richmond, Virginia, and S. W. Tucker 


of Emporia, Virginia. 
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HON. MARVIN GRIFFIN 
GOVERNOR 
CHAIRMAN 


HON. ERNEST S. VANDIVER 

LT. GOVERNOR 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 

HON. MARVIN E. MOATE 
SPEAKER OF House 

HON. B. E. THRASHER, JR. 
STATK AUDITOR 

Hon. EUGENE COOK 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


HON. ROBERT O. ARNOLD 
CHM. BOARD OF REGENTS 


HON. GEORGE P. WHITMAN, JR. 
CHM. STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 


HON. CLAUDE PURCELL 


BATE SCHOOL BUPERINTENDENT 


HON. HARMON CALOWELL 


CHANCELLOR UNIVERSITY GYSTEM 


HON. B. D. MURPHY 
CHM. JUDICIAL COUNCIL 


Hon. GEORGE L. SMITH il 
187 CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 


HON. FRANK S. TWITTY 

2ND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
MRS. CHARLES R. CRISP 

IRD CONGRESSIONAL DIBTRICT 
Hon. Harvey C. CUTTS 

4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 


Miss IRA JARRELL 
STH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 


HON. MARK SMITH 
6TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 


HON. J. BATTLE HALL 
JTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 


HON. ROBERT SAPP 
BTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 


HON. JOHN S. Wooo 

OTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTAICT 
HON. Roy V. HARRIS 

TOTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 


HON. JOHN BAMMONS BELL 
GEORGIA BAR ASBOCIATION 


Hon. COLBERT HAWKINS 
GENERAL COUNBEL 
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= Uhe Georgia Commission on Education l 5+ 
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Atlanta P 
June 17, 1958 


T. V. WILLIAMS, JR., EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
220 AGRICULTURE BUILDING 
19 HUNTER STREET, 8. W. 
ATLANTA 3, GA. 


Post 
New York City 
New York 


Gentlemen: 


During March, 1958, this office mailed to you 

Volume One of Communism and NAACP. This evidence 

of subversion and racial unrest was ‘introduced on | 
February 10, 1958, before the Florida Investigation, 

Committee at Tallahassee, Florida. 


This Commission has reprinted Volume Two of these 
materials, listing the Communist affiliations of 
national leadership of the NAACP, and we are en- 
closing a copy for you. 


All of this evidence was given under oath, and the 
Florida Legislation Investigation Committee is a 
legislative investigative committee established 
pursuant to the Florida laws. . 


These materials should further contribute to your 
understanding of racial problems, 


Sincerely, 
T. V. Williams, Jr. 
TWjr:js 


Enc. i 
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i We have not had a chance to read the entire text of Governor Collins's 
article, Sut we understand he believes that states and Communities should 
| —— plane for compliance, bearing in mind their special situations. 
We — EE 
But the states and local communities do not need any additional in- 
structions from the Federal courts or from Congress. They have been free-- 


and indeed, pligated--to act affirmatively ever since the Supreme Court 


handed down its opinion. A goodly number has acted, 


We are convinced that ir local communities in the South were free 
from pressures imposed by sone Governors and stave legislative machines, 
many more would adopt desegregation plans for their areas. The very free- 
dom of action which the Southern states are demanding of the Federal govern- 
ment is denied by them in turn to their local communities. 

Governor Collins is in error, however, when he states that the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People decides when 
and where desegregation should take place. If we had had that power, every 
Community in the affected states, after four years, would have at least 


made a beginning in good faith toward compliance with the Court's ruling, 
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f oes NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 


20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
l LOngacre 3-6890 
? 2 Please direct reply to: š 
: Ghe 4 
Noas 


X 
P a 
4 





‘ Robert Saunders 
hs pe 105 E. Harrison Street o> * 
* Tampa 2, Florida cL 
ai 
July 3, 1958 en T 
C 5 
a 
I -tł 
Memorandum a) 
i TO : Mre Roy Wilkins, Executive Secretary, NAACP 


FROM 


Robert VW. Saunders, Field Secretary, NA\CP 
The following is a re 
ducted by the Florida Legislati 
which some unexpected testimony by an undercover agent for the 

y FBI was revealed I think that since the evidence involved the 
Muder of Harry T. Moore that it should be brousht to your atten- 


tion. We have not make any comment from Plorida because of our 
Position in regards to this Cominittee, 


port on a recent hearing cone 
ve Investigating Committee in 


The Committee met in Tallahassex, Florida for a three day 
Session starting June 29 end ending on June 27, On June 28 a 
report appearing in the aily Papers told of testimony ziven 
by a Richard L. Ashe of Winter Haven, Florida. Mr. Ashe was 
allowed to testify after his name was brought up in earlier. 
conmittee hearings. I do not believe that it was intended 

for his 4ppearunce before the group; howevér, what he said 

has caused the Gover 


nor to call on the Sheriff's Bureau to 
begin investigating the Klan. 


Another interesting item was the Pact 
the committee offered to step down because of his past affilia- 
tion with’ the Klan. The Senator from Liberty anā Calhoun Coun- 
ties (Blounstown, Florida), Bart Knight, admitted before the 
consittee that he was a former member of the Ku Klux Klan. 
nembership extended back » according ta him, 

He offered to step down from the committee, but his offer was 


refused. It is ryugored that the chairman of the committee, Char- 
lie Johns was also a former Klan member, We are seeking to sub- 
Stantiate this alle-ation,. 


—) 
Ver uly yours, 
f 
pe an 
Ae endea 
Robert W. Saunders 
encl; newspaper clippings F 


that a Member of 


His 
some twenty yenurs, 
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— | July 8, 1958 d 


Dear Mr. Saunders! 

Your letter of July 3 to Mr. Wilkins, attention of. 
Mr. Current, arrived when both Mr. Wilkins and Mr. Current 
were attending the NAACP convention in Cleveland. Upon his 
return to the city after July 15, your Letter will be brought 
to Mre Wilkins! attention. | 


Very truly yours, 


Joyce Lambert 
Mr, Wilkins! office) 


Myre Robert Saunders | 
705 East Harrison Street 
Tampa 2, Florida 
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SOUTHWEST REGION 
A $ NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 


E a ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE Z s 
— 2600 FLORA ST. z Cm 
DALLAS 4, TEXAS a MAIL 


August 12, 1958 


Mre Ee Me Dealey, President 


The Dallas Morning News 
Young and Houston Streets 


D 


1834920614 88 


Dear Sirs 


This is to strongly object to the use of an illustration which 
accompanied an editorial in your paper of August 12, 1958. The illus 
trution vas a flag on which appeared the “hammer and sickle" with the 
letters "NAsCP" insaribed accross the top. 


In the editorial the News stutes that the listing of names (by — 
the Florida Investigative Committee) "do not prove Communist Party 
membership, nor is this alleged." 





I wa sure that the News has had information over the years of the 
repudiation and expulsion by the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People of Communists and communism. A final note was added — 
recently by FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover in his book, “Master of Deceit," 
which declare that the "NAACP's National Leadership has vigoyeusly denounced 
communist attempts at infiltration." Referring to the method used by an 
NAACP Leader in Norfolk, Virginia in locating and ejecting a oamunist from 
a branch meoting, Mr. Hoover said it was, “one of the most effective anti- 
communist measures I have ever heard of," 


The illustration is derogatory and offensive, The appearance of 
such an illustration on the page of the News raises questions as to whether 
your paper is rendering opinions based on fact or that you have entered the 
field of propaganda caleulated to defame and smear the Association and plant 
doubt in the minds of many readers, 


If the intention iu not to mear the name of the A:selation, it is 
requested that such offensive material not be included in future ismes of 
your paper, Thank you. 

Singerely, 
Glinn (i J 


FIELD SECRETARY 





uCWirot 


è 
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oss September 22, 1958 


Father Theodore Gibson, President 
Miami Branch, NAACP 


Box 6 
Miami 33, Florida 
Dear Father Gibson} 

IL am enclosing herein a statement of expenses 
as of now which is the amount owed toward my expenses in 
traveling between New York and Miami and Tallahassee in 


connection with the legislative hearings and the school 
CaASe- 


As you will see, this has grown considerably, F 
and I would think that it would be best if you would í 
take care of this at your earliest convenience. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 


Encl. 
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NATIONAL. ASSOCIATION” FOR THE ADVANCEMENT a 
OF COLORED PEOPLE 


20 WEST 40TH STREET NEW YORK 18, N. Y.” 





Date Sept. 22, 1958 


Miami Branch, NAACP J 


c/o Father Theodore Gibson, Pres, 
Post Office Box 6 


Miami, Florida = 


rn eee 
Previous balance as of 7/1/58 
oe of 8/15/58 (Gibson case) 


lane fare-~--§ 142,23 
Misc ,---.-~-.. 


As of 9/1/58 (Tallahassee) 
Plane fare----§ 142.89 


Total 








a 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
_ OF COLORED PEOPLE 


20 WEST 40TH STREET @ NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 


pare August 14, 1958 


Miami Branch, NAACP J— 
c/o Father Theodore Gibson, Pres. 

Post Office Box 6 | 
Miami, Florida 





Previous balance as of July 1,1958 
As of Aug. 15.(Gibson — 
Plane fare--$142,23 
Misc.------- 20,00 


Total 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF COLORED PEOPLE 


20 WEST 40TH STREET A NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 


pare August 14, 1958 


[i Miami Branch, NAAC a 


P 
c/o Father Theodore Gibson, President 
Post Office Box 6 ; 

Miami 33, Florida 





Previous balance as of July 1, 


As of August 15 (Gibson case) 
Plane fare----$ 142.23 
Misc Paea 20.00 





Total $ 729 |11 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT i 
OF COLORED PEOPLE 


20 WEST 40TH STREET @ NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 


DATE August 14, 1958 





Miami Branch, NAACP | 
c/o Father Theodore Gibson, Pres. 

Post Office Box 6 
Miami, Florida ail 


| 
l 
i 
; 
i 
| 
H 
| 
| 
7 








Previous balance as of July 1,1958 $ 566 88 
As of Aug. 15 (Gibson ease) 

Plane fare--$142.23 

Misc, — — — a a QQ 


Total $ 729 11 
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NATIONAL. ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT = 
OF COLORED PEOPLE 


20 WEST 40TH STREET @ NEW YORK 18, N. v. 


Date July 1, 1958 ! 


Father Theodore Gibson, Pres, 
Miami Branch, NAACP 

Post Office Box 6 

Miami, Florida 








May 1958---Trip to Miami for pre- 
trial conference re 
Gibson v. Dade County 
‘School Beard 


June 1958--Trip to Miami for trial 
in Gibson case 


July 2, 195t--Trip to liami for 
hearing ort Legislative 
Committee 
Total round-trip air fares-~----~-. 
Limousines, taxis, skycaps, etc. 
3 trips at $20.00------... orem ne 
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— December 3, 2958 


L went to Miami November 23 for an NAACP meeting, and, of course, 
yan into the Governor Collins proposal - our locel Miani members are 


Georgia and Timmerman of South Carolina), his proposal would substir 
tute Akare commissions named largely >Y governors for the rederal 
QQAurts e 


I agree with them, and the more so efter re-reading the piege 
the Governor wrote for the Washington Stere An analysis of ell 
the items would require too jong & Letter. Let's just take the as- 
peot of delay e 


l, there would be a Long wrangle over getting the bill pefore 
Congress « It might easily be held over until the second 
session. gonsideration of it might pe used to gidetrack ail 
other civil rights pills. States and Localities woich 

might be planning to aot would tend to wait and #66 what 
Congress 48 going to AO o Support of the pill by givil rights 
organizations would be tantamount to admitting that the 
yederal courts are not sufficient as implementation agencies- 
a position the NAAGP 18 not prepared to takea. 


2. If the pill should be passed, there would be another long 
wrangle over the naming of the commissions. Here again lo- 
oaiities would tend to await commission organisation 


3. If the commissions were ever organized, then there would 

be delays but delay in spades. In what aroas 4a action 

feasible (to use the Collins word) and where not feasible? 

Token oF real Integration? Slow or fast? How to cope with 
state laws (Federal courts rule on state laws and push 
ahead with their orders)» Commia sions would be more than 
Likely to make a pow toward state laws and allow Later 
njudiotal review" to handle aifferenc os More delsye 


he If the Collins plan were enacted, would Federal courte in 
pouthern states tend to reject direct suits and advise 


position of expediting compliance with the lew for the 
Federal courts » Actually» however» their main function 
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would be to determine the "feasibility" of eompllance-«-g 
quite different thing, 


It seems to me that the net effect of the Collins plan (if adopte 
ed) would be to make for indefinite delay and to place a new wyriad 


of obstacles before Negro parents, adding immeasurably to their frustra- 
tion. ? 


From one of my pipelines I have an idea that Governor Collins 
has made something of an impression on Paul Butler with his plan. My 
information is that Butler has not by any means bought it, but tends 
to regard it reasonably. Collins, of course, seeks a place on the 
1960 ticket. Butler, perhaps, would like a way of showing that he — 
is not completely and forever and adamantly anti-South,. 


If you have time, I'll be glad to have your views on this. 


With warm regards, 


Very sincerely yours, 


Roy Wilkins, 
Executive Secretary, 


Mr. Frank W. McCulloch 

Administrative Assistant to Senator Peul H. Douglas 
Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 


rw/mdj 


Copies; Joseph Raub, Eaqe 
Mr. Arnold Aronson 
Mr. Paul Sifton 
Mr. Clarence Mitchell 
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FLORIDA ANTI-NAACP RULING 
STAYED BY SUPREME COURT February 26, 1959 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 26.--Execution of a ruling of the Florida State Supreme 
Court requiring local NAACP officers to answer questions asked by a Florida Legis- 
lative Committee relative to members of the organization has been stayed by the 
United States Supreme Court pending the filing of a writ of certiorari in the high 
court. 

The stay, granted on Feb. 24, affords an opportunity for the NAACP to 
file a petition for a hearing on the state court's ruling, which, NAACP lawyers 
contend, is contrary to the substance of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in the 
Alabama case which held that the Association need not disclose the names of its 
members. 

While the Florida court ruling does not require that the names of members 
be turned over to the legislative investigating committee, it requires the custodian 
of the list to bring it to committee hearings and, when asked whether a particular 
person is an NAACP member, to check the list and answer. Further, persons would be 
required to say, if asked, whether they had seen particular persons at NAACP 
meetings. 

When hearings were held in Miami last year, NAACP officials refused to 
turn over the list of members on the ground that to do so would expose the members 


to reprisals and other punitive action. 
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On April 28, petition for writ of certiorari was 
filed in the Supreme Court of the United States on behalf of 
Rev. Theodore Gibson, Mrs. Ruth Perry, Mrs. Vernell Albury and 
Mr. G. E. Graves, Jr., members of the Miami Branch, NAACP, asking- 
the Court to review a decision of the Supreme Court of Florida 
requiring petitioners to tell the Florida Investigation Committee 
whether certain persons are members of the NAACP and their own 
connection with the Association, 

The basic issue raised in the petition for writ of 
certiorari is whether the decision of the Florida Supreme Court 
is in conflict with the decision of the Supreme Court of the 


United States in NAACP v, Alabama,in respect to the right of 


NAACP members to privacy and freedom of association, and in con- 
flict with Watkins v. United States, in respect to the requirement 
that legislative committee questions must be pertinent to a 
lawful legislative objective, and other decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States defining due process which must be 
accorded to persons in hearings before state agencies. 

In February, of 1958, these petitioners, as members of 
the Miami Branch of the NAACP, were subpoenaed to testify before 
the Florida Legislative Investigation Committee. The alleged 
purpose of the investigation was to determine the extent of 
subversive penetration or infiltration into the NAACP, They were 


asked to bring the NAACP membership list. All appeared, but 
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refused-to bring the membership list. Mrs. Perry and Mr. Graves 
, refused to answer various questions on the ground that they lacked 
“pez'tinency and violated their right of freedom of speech. Mrs. 
Perry was subjected to a bitter and scathing denunciation by two 
members of the Committee, casting aspersions on her character and 
integrity and on the character and integrity of all the witnesses, 
including(Mr. Graves, who had refused to answer questions, asserting 
constitutional rights.) | 
Father Gibson and Mrs. Albury, who were called sub- 
sequently, refused to testify before the Committee on the ground 
that the Committee had shown such bias and prejudice in endorsing 
the remarks of these two members that it lacked jurisdiction to 
require any person to testify. 
Contempt proceedings were instituted in the Circuit 
Court of Dade County, Florida, and the court upheld the Committee. 
An appeal was taken to the Supreme Court of Florida, which upheld 
the Committees action on all essential points of difference. While 
the court did not require the physical delivery of the membership 
list, it held that the custodian of the NAACP membership list would 
be Heautred to bring it to the hearings and refer to it to answer 
questions about various person's membership in the Association. 
Also, everyone called would be expected to answer questions as to 
their own membership and as to their personal knowledge of the 


membership of other persons about whom inquiry was made suspected 





of subversive activities. 
The Supreme Court of the United States, on February 24, 


granted a stay of the judgment of the Florida Supreme Court, 


— 
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pendjng the filing of this petition for writ of certiorari. 


* Attorneys for petitioners are Robert L, Carter, 


Pod ws 


General Counsel for the NAACP, and G. E. Graves, Jr., of 


Miami, Florida. 





Office: 


2 ` 
son Northwest, Third Avenue 
“Miami 36, Florida 
Phone ERanklin 7-4831 


vee 
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National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 


MIAMI BRANCH 


Address Communications to: 


Post Office Box 6845 
Station B 
Miami 36, Florida 
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TO : Mr. Roy Wilkins, Executive Secretary, NAACP vf 


FROM : Robert W., Saunders, Field Secretary, NAACP 





MEMORANDUM 





The legislative committee set up by the Florida State 
Legislature in 1956 and which has been granted a second ex- 
tension of two years to investigate alleged "Communist In- 
filtration of the NAACP in Florida," will convene on Wednes- 
day, June 24, 1959 to map its plans for furthering the at- 
tack on the Association. 


The meeting is being called by the Chairman Charlie 
Johns, Stark, Florida Senator. A new chairman will be se- 
lected and the date set for resuming the hearings. 


This action follows the 6-3 decision of the United 
States Supreme Court which turned down the appeal of four 
Branch officers, Father Theodore R. Gibson, Miami Branch 
President, Mrs. Ruth Perry, Secretary, Mrs. Vernell Albury 
Treasurer and Attorney G. E. Graves, Counsel in the Dade 
County School Suit, who questioned the Committee's authori- 
ty to ask for membership lists. 


cc: Mr. Gloster B. Current, Director of Branches 
Mr. Robert L. Carter, General Counsel 
Mrs. Ruby Hurley, 5. E. Regional Secretary 
Mr. Henry Lee Moon, Public Relations Director 


OUR GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
1909 — 1969 
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dirs Verhi] Adbur 
c/o \froenuurioen — Company 
640 Ne “e Third Avenue 

e Florida 


Fother Theodore Gibson 
Box 6 
blaai, Florida 


Ge i. Graves, Be 


Be Ne Vie Sucua Avenue 
llami, Florida 


brs, Ruth “ersy 
2800 Kirk street 
iduat 33, Florida 


Dear Frienda: 


AS you know, the Supreme Court, on — past, denied 
petition for writ of cer forari in your Case. am not 
wha o denial means, ft Gould be based on the fact that 
conceivably theron cement, is not we - view of the, fast that 
another courts Sta 

On our rights and being cited for con @apt and wppealing that 
to the Supreme Court., it could bo based On the fact that the 
committee before which these hearings were held died. The 
naw committee will have to Commence ite procedure al} over 
agata. Finally, it could be that in view of the recent decisions 
of the Supreme court in respect to the scope of inquiry ef legit» 
— — rey ah that — protection — 

Ore such committees en consider. Narrowed fren 
we thought the Court meant to say in their decisione last year, 


Insofar as the ation of the right of atate authorities 

to Nasce —— lieta ese concerned — issue is befare 

hear on ire Court in a case con ere kaioa fae sees cle 
az on its merits, , nt on ac OF seme 

dur the next sateioa of the — 


At any rate, age in no present danger in Teapect to 
the action which ou have taken thus faw, At worst, you ¢ould 
be called before Committoe to answer the questions which 

yau refused to answer, and if you answer them that is the end 
Of it as far as yOu axe concerned, I dant believe that this 
can done since this is a hew committee, I think that åt will 
have to issue new eubpoenses and start the proceedings all over 
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agains In say event whether you are called before the committee 
——— or oe you are Called when a new investi ation is 
launched, planes meee fy wae and I will Come to ilami in ample tine 
to decide what our Strategy ought to be, 


Lat me Suggest that you makè no public s about 
this case the comaittse, I èn hopeful that I Twi wilt be able 
to ave all o oe OF com of — in — York during the Convention 
So thst we w be able to d this at some length, * 


Sincerely youre, 


Kiohert L, Carter 
Gu neral Counsel 


ALC; glh 
COS ire Gobert He Suunders 
Lirse Fiuby Hurley 
‘igs Koy Wilking 
o Gloster Current 


ieie : talked to Ruth over the telephone and she ady ag 
that the hearings have been set for July 20 —— 
OU are subpoenaud, plesse let me — gees Teser= 
Vationa to come down there on July 19, cf course, i 
not Come unless you are subpoenaed to oppeane 
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2800 Kirk St. 
Miami 33, Fla. 
June 23, 1959. 


Mr. Robert Carter, General Counsel l . 20757 JUN24'59 


NAACP 
20, West ¿bth Street 5 
New-York 18, N.Y. v 


Dear Bobs 





What a terrible commentary on the world we live in, when my correspondence 
with you always takes on a cry for help, rather than a friendly gesture} 
Seriously speaking, though, I thought you would like the article about us 
that appears in the Tuesday Miami Herald. It will probably also appear in the 
Miami News, and if so I will send that along later. 


The first I knew about the Supreme Court's decision was a call on the phone from 
a Herald reporter. He read me the entire news report as it came from the wires, 
and asked for my comment. I told him that I was not trying to be uncooperative, 
but that it was impossible for me to give a comment at this time. I reached 
Vernell Albury by phone and she also is keeping quiet. We must hope for the best 
about Father Gibson. I have not heard from him as yet, but surely hope that he makes 
no comment either. Graves was quoted in this morning's Herald somewhat differentl 
than what appeared in last night's Herald (the early edition I am enclosing.) In 
this morning's paper he said: that "we had reached the end of the road, and would” 
have to abide by the Florida Supreme Court's decision, and after I have studied the 
decision, I will have some further comment." 


I have learned a few things the hard way, and one is to make no comment on 
something as touchy as this. According to the Herald, and our old friend Charlie 
Johns, the committee is mee thig this Wednesday, and I expect they will be breathing 
down our necks soon. I also imagine that you have noted that Cliff Herrell, ny 
“mortal enemy, is slated for the chairmanship. Well, as I see it from here, it all O 
adds up to a regular witch hunt down here very shortly. 


Just between the two of us, I have lost a little faith in Attorney Graves, 
in his judgment in some things, that is. He always seems so optimistic in any 
NAACP case, and sometimes appears to me slightly unrealistic. In this instance, he 
was absolutely positive that the Supreme Court would rule in our favor. In other 
matters in the past, also, I have felt that he sometimes does not always agree with 
national policy.’ These days when we are travelling over such shaky ground, we must 
be as certain as we can be, and adhere to national policy, if we are to be effective, 

and as safe (l) as possible in our work here in the south. In other words, Bob, 

I want to feel that in any future dealings with the Legislative Committee, I am 
following your advice and counsel, rather than any attorney's advice down here. I 
feel you and your staff up there can take a larger view of the whole thing, and can 
counsel accordingly. I am now asking you, after you have studied the whole matter, 
to give us counsel on what course to pursue when the Committee meets in Miami. I 
have a feeling it will be soon. 


Ludily Bob Saunders was in town, so I got word to him immediately, and he 
called you right away. Thank you for your message. I was bitterly disappointed, of 
course, when I heard about the refusal to hear our case, but it did not come as a 
complete surprise or shock to me. The way the decisions have been going lately, I 
have had a very bad feeling that possibly we would lose. This is another thing that 
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worries mè., If a thing is right, I do not see how so many political shenanigans and 
expedient deals can enter into it. Maybe I am naive, and idealistic, but surely 

there can be only one way to interpret the rights guaranteed all citizens fin the 
Constitution. However, it looks as though I am wrong. Our whole fight down here is 
going to be jeopardized if the Supreme Court is being influenced by the states' rights 
arguments: I do not believe in too much power for the Supreme Court, or for the 
stdtes, but I do believe implicitely in our Constitution, and it begins to look as 
though“that too, can be tossed around as a political football. At this point I feel 
very discouraged and frustrated. 


Our head librarian is away at a convention, so I will not know his reaction for a 
week. I may call one of my friends on the Board of Trustees tomorrow to see how she 
feels about it. There is no doubt in my mind but that the Legislative Committee is 
going to try to have a field day, as I think you can gather from the Herald article. 
They are convinced now, that the Supreme Vourt thinks we are all Red down here. I 
hope we can put up some sort of fight that will squelch those awful "Communistic" red 
herrings the Committee has thrown, and is kheowminy throwing around. The Supreme 
Court's decision didn't help us any, that's for sure. 


I may as well tell you that I have a personal problem, too, not only concerning 
my apprehensions about ny job, but about Walter. You know our membership down here 
has fallen way down, due in great part, I think, to the Johns! Committee. Walter still, 
and increasingly so, does not quite understand why I keep on working with the NAACP ` 
and put myself in vulnerable positions, when Negroes themselves seem to be afraid and 
have turned their back on the organization very largely here in Miami, I try, again and 
again to explain to him that this is just the time that the NAACP needs people to stadd 
firm, end try to hold what ground we have gained. I tell him that if a thing is right, 
it's just as right when things are going well, as when things are going badly. I 
try to explain that the €hastitution does not change, it is the people who do the 
political flim-flam, However, I really believe in his heart he thinks as I do, but 
he is just greatly concerned for me. 


This letter by now sounds somewhat lie a Soap opera, but I don't mean it that 
way. I ġust want to do the best I can, according to my beliefs, and try not to get 
my head chopped off. (A human reaction, don't you think), 


Will be glad to hear from you when you have time to write. Don't think I can 
make it to the convention, end in any event, maybe that friendly committee will be 
here by then. With best personal regards from Walter and myself, 


As ever sincerely, 





Ruth W. Perry 
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. Communist Probe Upheld 


Miami NAACP 
Told To Testify 


Hearings 





To Resume 
In Miami 


-The U.S. Supreme Court 
Monday, in effect, ordered four 
Miamians to tell al] they know 
about alleged Communist ac- 
tivities in ‘the Miami chapter 
of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Color. 
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Miami NAACP 
= Told To Testify 


Hearings 

































To Resume 
In Miami 


.The U.S. Supreme Court 
Monday, in effect, ordered four 
Miamians to tell al] they know 
.| about alleged Communist ace 
tivities in ‘the Miami chapter 
of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colors 
ed People. — 

The high court voted 6-3 to 

deny the group a hearing on 
‘|the grounds that their consti- 
tutional rights of privacy and 
freedom of belief and associa- 
tion would be violated if they 
were forced to answer ques- 
tions on their NAACP activi- ' 

ties. i 
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The ruling paved the way 
for resumption of a state leg- 
islative investigation into al- 
leged Communist infiltration 
of the NAACP in Florida. 


Hearings are expected to be 
resumed soon in Miami, 

G. E. Graves, Jr., attorney 
for the Miami chapter, told 
The Herald he was “disap- 
pointed, of course,” on the 
court’s decision, but said the 
members “will naturally abide” 
‘by the earlier Florida Supreme 
‘| Court ruling. 

The State tribunal last De- 
cember said the Miami NAACP 
membership list did not have 
to be turned over to Florida 
State investigators, but must 
© |be brought in for ready ref- 

rence by the witnesseip cru 


The four witnesses who 

bucked the State Supreme 

court ruling and went to 

z Washington included Graves, 

E | the Rev. Theodore R. Gibson, 
ters 


©401 Wihicanc Ave. Coconut 





















for the Advancement of Colors 
ed People. 

The high court voted 6-3 to 
deny the group a hearing on 
the grounds that their consti- 
tutional rights of privacy and 
freedom of belief and associa- 
tion would be violated if they 
were forced to answer ques- 
tions on their NAACP activi- 
ties. 

























The ruling paved the way 
for resumption of a state leg- 
islative investigation into al- 
leged Communist infiltration 
of the NAACP in Florida. 
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Hearings are expected to be 
resumed soon in Miami. 

G. E. Graves, Jr., attorney 
for the Miami chapter, told 
The Herald he was “disap- 
pointed, of course,” on the 
court’s decision, but said the 
members “will naturally abide” 
‘by the earlier Florida Supreme 
Court ruling. 

The State tribunal last De- 
cember said the Miami NAACP 
membership list did not have 
to be turned over to Florida 
State investigators, but must 
be brought in for ready ref- 

ce — 


“hos en Ae ia. 
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The four witnesses who 
bucked the State Supreme 
court ruling and went to 
Washington included Graves, 
' the Rev. Theodore R. Gibson, 
| $481 Hibiscus Ave., Coconut 
Grove; Mrs. Ruth W. Perry, 
librarian at Miami Beach 
Public Library; and Mrs. Ver- 
nell P. Albury, 7156 NW 15th 
Ct. 


They were first summoned 
before the Florida Legislative 
Investigation Committee in Mi- 
ami on Feb. 26, 1958, with in- 
‘structions to bring all books, 
records and lists of members 
of the NAACP, 


of The committee, headed. by 
37- | Sen. Charley E. Johns of 
lor | Starke, said it wanted to find 
for | out whether Communists had 
ter | infiltrated the association, 


Johns, who has served as 
he | the committee’s chairman the 
2d, | past two years, said the Su- 
tb- preme Court’s ruling would be 
fts | discussed at a committee meeta 
MS | ing in Tallahassee at 11 a.m., 
?X- | Wednesday. He will surrender 
i the chairmanship, probably to 
ild | Dade Rep. W. C, Herrell, at 
vat | that time. 


iul “I feel very good about the 
court ruling,” Johns said. 
35 | “Hearings will be resumed 
ar | soon in Miami.” - 
les 
The committee was cantin- 
ued, with two new members, 
i by the 1959 legislature so the 
investigation could be complet- 


ck | ed. The committee told the leg- 


1b- | islature that there is no doubt 
tld | Communists have infiltrated 
ted |the NAACP “and our job now 
ad- | is to determine the extent.” 
ipa Membership of the committee 
besides Johns and Herrell are 
«lso | Sens. H. H. Hair, Live Oak, 
of | and C. Randolph Hodges, Ce- 
in | dar Key, and Reps. Ben Hill 
2le- | Griffin of Frostproof, John E. 
am-| Mathews of Jacksonville and 
su- | William G. O'Neill Jr., of Oca- 
la. 
— — — — e — —— 
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bers. Vernell — 

c/o atroeamericen Insurance Company 
640 Ne W. Third avenue 

bhawl, Florida 


Pane Theodore Gibson 
ox € 
hiami, Florida 


G. be rues e L BQe 
LOL Ne Vi. Second Avenue 
iiami, Florida 


Urs. uth Ferry 
<uCC Kirk Street 


Miiemi 33, Florida — 
Dear Friends: € ) 
— 


As you know, the Supreme on Monday past, denied 
petition for writ of ceptiorasi in\your case. am not sure 
what the denial means,” ŠE could be ed on the fact that 
conceivably the jud view of the fact that 
wo could go through ther round in the courts by standing 
on our rights and being cited fo | contempt and appealing that 










to the Supreme Court.\ \It could based on the fact that the 
committees before which. these hearings were held died. The 
new coumittege will have ta ci nce its procedure all over 






again. liy, it could be that in view of the recent decisions 
of the Supreme Court) jn respect to the scope of inquiry of legie- 

pt pats inveatigatory/ tomaittees that the tection of witnesses 
efore su 


gh coamittsgs has been considera ee from what 
Coust meant to say in their decisions last year. 


Insofar as the question of the right of state authorities 
to NaaCr membership lista are concerned, this issue is before 
the Supreme Court in a case from Arkansas which it has agreed to 
hear on its merits. Argument on this is scheduled for some tine 
during the next session of the Court which begins in Cctober. 


At any rate, you are in no present danger in respect to 
the action which you have taken thus far. At worst, you could 
be culled before the committees to answer the queetions which 
you refused to answer, and Lf you answer them that is the end 
of it as far as you are concerned. I don't believe that this 
can be done since this is a new committee. I think that it will 
have to issue new subpoenaes and start the proceedings all over. 
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again. In any event, whether you are called before the committee 
again or whether you are called when a new eos ar AA is 
launched, please notify me and I will come to di in ample time 
to decide what our strategy ought to be. 


Let me suggest that you make no public comments about 
this case or the committee. I an Bopo tul Tn I will be able 
to see all of ya or some of you in New York during the Convention 
so that we will be able to discuss this at some length. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 


ALC: plh 

cos ur. Robert W., Saunders 
Mes. Ruby Hurley — 
Me, Roy Wilkins A 
Mre Gloster Current 


P.S, I talked to Ruth over the telephone and she advised me 
that the hearings have been set for July 20 in Miaal. 
If you are subpoenaed, please let me know. I have reser- 
vations to case down there on — 19. Cf course, I will 
not com unless you are SUbpoenss tO appas. 
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25 June 1959 


. ee — 
MEMORANDUN . 


TO: Mre Roy Wilkins 
Mre Robert Le Carter 
Mre Gloster Be Current 
Mrae Ruby Hurley 
Mre. Henry Lee Noon 


FiONs Bob Saunders 


Attached is a clipping from the Tampa Morning Tribune, 
issue of June 25, 1959. 


All persons concerned in Florida have agreed not to 
issue any statements but to await official State Conference 
actlona and advice from the National Office. 


Date for resuming the investigation ia July 20, in Miamie 
fhe new opens Ran is Rep. Glif? Herrell. ‘of Worth Miami. 


Rw3/ot 
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States Rights 


Bill Survives 
House Test 


WASHINGTON, June 22. (UPD 


‘|— The House agreed today to 


take up a controversial states’ 
rights bill opposed by adminis- 
tration officials but backed by 


‘la powerful coalition of South- 


ern Democrats and Republicans. 
The measure cleared its first 
hurdle by a roll call vote of 
233-116. 
The bill, identical to one; 
passed by the House last year | 
but pigeonholed by the Senate, ; 


jis expected to win House ap-j 


proval again after two or three | 
days of oratory. 

Designed to prevent federal. 
legislation from canceling state; 
laws on the same subject, the. 
bill’s most controversial feature 
is the 74-word provision spelling |} 
out the design. j 

The provision says that courts 
shall not hold that federal laws 


‘lexclude state laws in the same. 


field unless Congress speci- 
fically says so or unless there 
is an irreconcilable conflict with 
the federal legislation. 
Wide Disagreement 

Friends and foes of the meas- 
ure disagreed violently as to 
the actual effect of the bill. 


Rep. Clarence J. Brown (R.,: 


Ohio) said the bill ‘would “just < 


protect and continue” the right 
of state legislatures to make 
laws on state matters. 

But Chairman Emanuel Celler 
(D., N. Y.) of the House Judici- 
ary Committee attacked it an a, 
“many-headed monster” which 
would mark a “disorderly re- 
treat from the 20th Century.” 

He said its intent was a 
“drive”? against unions and sup- 
pression of the rights of 
Negroes, a charge denied by the 
bill’s author Rep. Howard W. 
Smith (D., Va.). 

Sen. Herman E. Talmadge (D., 
Ga.) has introduced similar leg-. 
islation in the Senate — and 
made similar denials. Tal- 
madge’s bill is pending before | 
the Senate Judiciary Commit- 


tee. 
—— —— 
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Court Denies 
Hearing To 
(Four Dade 
INAACP Men 


TALLAHASSEE, June 22. 
(ph—The U. S. Supreme Court 
today paved the way for re- 
sumption of a state legislative 
investigation into alleged Com- 
munist infiltration of the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People in 
-| Florida. 

The high court denied a hear- 
‘ling to four Miami NAACP of- 
_|ficials who last year refused to 
-| produce membership records or 
‘| answer questions before a legis- 
lative committee hea ded by 
‘| State Sen. Charley E. Johns of 
„| Starke. 
.| Johns said plans for further 
hearings in Miami will be made |, 
‘lat a reorganization of the com-|. 
mittee in Tallahassee Wednes- 
day. At that time, Johns said, 
he will surrender the chairman- 
‘ship. He forecast it would go 
to State Rep. W. C. Herrell of 
Miami Springs. 
Committee Continued 

The committee was continued, 
with two new members, py the 
1959 legislature so the investi- 
-| gation could be completed. The 
!| committee told the legislature 
that there is no doubt Commu- 
nists have infiltrated the 
NAACP “and our job now is to 
determine the extent.” 
Membership of the committee 
J besides Johns and Herrell are 
Sens. H. H. Hair, Live Oak, and 
C. Randolph Hodges, Cedar Key, 
and Reps. Ben Hill Griffin of 
Frostproof, John E. Mathews of 
Jacksonville and William. G. 
O'Neill, dr., of Ocala. 

The hearings were halted 
after the NAACP officials ap- 
pealed to the nation’s highest 
tribunal a Florida Supreme 
Court ruling ordering them to 
answer questions and give the 
investigators the names of mem- 
bers who might also be Commu-. 


nists. 
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Called in 1958 

The witnesses were first sum- 
moned before the Florida legis- 
‘lative investigation committee 
-Jin Miami on Feb. 26, 1958, with ' 
instructions to bring all books, 
records and lists of members of 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. 

The committee said it wanted 
to find out whether Communists 
had infiltrated the association. 

Those subpoenaed were G. E. 
Graves, Jr., attorney for the. 
NAACP’s Miami branch; The 
Rev. Theodore R. Gibson, Mrs. 
Ruby W. Perry and Mrs. Vernell 
P. Albury. 

Refuse to Answer 

When the four appeared 
-| without the records and re- 
fused to answer questions, they 
were cited for contempt by the: 
committee, which took the mat-: 
ter to Dade County Circuit 
Court. | 

Circuit Judge Ray Pearson 
ordered them to produce the 
records and answer questions. 
But his order was modified 
somewhat by the Florida Su- 
preme Court. 
That tribunal said the mem- 


nesses. 
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— 4 Rapists 
Get Life | 


~ Sentences 


Leon Judge Tells 
4 Youths They 
‘Are Fortunate’; 


Negro Escapes 
Chair In 2nd Case 


(PHOTO ON PAGE 3) 
By MARTIN WALDRON 
Tribune Staff Writer 

TALLAHASSEE, June 22.— 
Judge W. May Walker gave four | 
white youths most of an hour, 
to say goodbyes 
: today, and then 
entenced them 






boys wept from, 
the front row of 


q courtroom as the 


Walker “You are for- 
tunate indeed that the jury 
recommended mercy,” said the 
judge. “Yours was a horrible 
and deplorable crime.” 

Under Florida law, life was ` 
the maximum sentence the 
judge could give with the rec- 
ommendation of mercy. 

Sentenced were Willion Ted 
Collinsworth, 23-year-old tele- 
phone company linesman. 

Patrick Gene Scarborough, 
20-year-old airman. - 

David Ervin Beagles, 18-year- 
old high school senior. 

Ollie Adel Stoutamire, 16- 
year-old who quit school last 
year. 

They were convicted June 14 
of abducting a 19-year-old Ne- 


gro girl from a dancing party 
and raping her seven times. 


Negro Escapes Chair 

Shortly after Judge Walker 
dispatched the four youths to 
Raiford prison, a judge in near- 
by Marianna granted a new trial 
to a 16-year-old Negro, Jimmie 
Lee Clark, who had been con- 
victed May 27 of raping a 68- 
year-old white woman. 

Judge E. C. Welch said he 
(Continued on Page 3, Col, 1) 
. — — — 
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Four Tallahassee Rapists Given Life Sentences| | 


(Continued from Page 1) | 


had erred in his charge to the’ 
jury, and ruled Clark should: 
have a new trial. l 

Clark immediately pleaded; 
guilty and was sentenced to life 
imprisonment. | 

Under his jury conviction, he! 
would have been sentenced to 


death since there was no rec- 
ommendation of mercy. 


Delayed Sentencing 


Judge Welch had deferred: 
fentence pending a hearing on: 
a motion for new trial by Clarks 
lawyer, B. L. Solomon of Mari-|? 
anna. Solomon contended that! 
an alleged confession introduced 
should be viewed with extreme] ; 
caution. ta 
` Welch, while noting he hadj. 
told the jury the confession was! , 
not absolute evidence of guilt, 
gonceded he had not stressed 


who sat, heads bowed, in the ing interviews by the classifi- 
front row. cation committee. i 
Finished in his remarks, the| “It takes about a month,” 
judge signaled to Sheriff Wil-| Sinclair said. “After it’s all over 
liam Joyce, who in turn waved they’ll be assigned to whatever 
to four deputies standing guard.| work they have an aptitude for, 
; Two dead-panned deputies in|/Considering prison routine and 
| | plain clothes snapped handcuffs| security.” 
on the four and hustled them! There is no special place for 
from the courtroom. lifers in the prison. 


Collinsworth’s little boy; Superintendent Sinclair Said, 
hopped down from his seat and'“We don’t have room enough 
swung on the railing around|for those we have now. We had 
the court area as his father was 2613 today before these four|: 
led away. came in.” i 

Mrs. Collinsworth, dissolved 
in tears, did not watch. 
Beagles’ father held his fin- 
| gers to his mouth in stunned! 
‘Silence, and his —— wept. | : 

None of the defendants : = 
looked back as they left the/!>. —— oa (William D.) 
place of judgment. i lopkins an is staff for the 

sincere and thorough efforts exe 
1a _ Shrugs Shoulders erted in the case,” the state- 
the paint parien y to meet Es —— handcuffed to! ment added. 
the test of court rules. A l | Beagles, shrugged his shoulders} «we are i 
+ Judge Walker pronounced las they filed past the empty | of getting ace —— 
fentence in the widely-publi- 3 |Jury box to the cars waiting to tated and trying to forget the 
speed them to Raiford. whole mess.” 


cized Tallahassee case at 9:45 RSS BORER Tae old A 
o'clock. DRAW LIFE SENTENCES FOR RAPE—Tallahassee, June 22—These four Stoutamire whispered some- 
youths, convicted of raping a Negro co-ed here, were sentenced to life imprison- |thing to Beagles just as they 


Relatives on Hand 
In the hour before this, rela-| Thent today. Left to right are Ollie Stoutamire, 16; Patrick Scarborough, 20; — P errs 


a a a aa 
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OLLIE LESSEN LEEDS 





ti dant ded! coo. ; : A . 
around eate a raeo i Willion (Ted) Collinsworth, 23, and David Ervin Beagles, 18.—(AP Wirephoto). |«Pretiy aed as i, 


< The four youths arrived with 
— Piper nee aaa — for rape until 10 years have'Have you heard of the supreme] Walker. “He is the one to whom |¢ 4 








: Beh wo deputies at Raiford shortly| 

tences, although it was general- been served. ; ruler of the universe?” asked you should direct your appeal—|after noon. l l 
ly expected the judge would Questions Each e judge. S , for comfort and advice. Supt. DeWitt Sinclair met 
deal severely with the four; In a poignant scene after ‘No sir,” said Scarborough, “He is the supreme ruler of|them_at the main gate but said 
defendants. sentencing, Judge Walker'shaking his head. ins the universe. God. He may offer the four said nothing as they 
Two Negroes, who had been asked: “How about you, Collins you some comfort. Stood waiting for receipts to be 


called as witnesses in another| “Haye any of you ever heard) Worth?” | 
case, were the sole occupants of of the supreme ruler of the uni-| No Ss 
the Negro balcony. Pap verse?” ——— 
In the four-day trial of the Pi Part 
youths earlier this month, huns|qy2 "eb, S004, mute, Before) “Oer, 
f illed aro Za : . x : ` 
fe ce ES miued aroun women was the only sound in ‘Supreme Ruler... God’ The judge cast his advice to and going through many tests 
Tears spilled down Collin the still courtroom. “The supreme ruler of the|the hoys, but his words seemediand examinations, getting im- 
wantin sce pe he made oh “How about you, Patrick?‘universe is God,” said Judge\meant as well for their families! munization shots and undergo- 
— — — — meee — — — —— — — —— — — — —ñ —ñ —ñh — e e — —— —— — 
horsie of his lap for his 2-year- 
old son. The boy climbed around 
on him until his grandmother 
came and took him away. 
Collinsworth’s wife, Pearlie, | 
21, knelt on the floor beside her 
husband and wept in deep de- 
Spair. She rested her face on 
his knee as she cried. i 
The Beagles were late in ar- 
riving and got to the courtroom 


nanle maie- 


signed for them. 

Then they were taken to the 
ception center to begin the 
long routine of getting num- 


“I commend Him to you as 
one who can be a great bene-|re 
factor to each of you, if you 
call on Him humbly and prayer. liners, changing clothes, being 
fully. fingerprinted and photographed 
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Four Tallahassee Rapists Given | 
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“\had erred in his charge to the 
jury, and ruled Clark should | | 
have a new trial. | 
Clark immediately pleaded| ; 
guilty and was sentenced to life! 2 
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imprisonment. Tw 
Under his jury conviction, he} ; plain 
would have been sentenced to on tl 


death since there was no rec- 
ommendation of mercy. 
Delayed Sentencing : — 5 : l | es 
Judge Welch had deferred * * J i” |swun 
sentence pending a hearing on Po s EE nee aac : 7 E : 


from 














a motion for new trial by Clark’s led : 
lawyer, B. L. Solomon of Mari-| f Mı 
anna. Solomon contended that} ` in te 
an alleged confession introduced Be 
should be viewed with extreme gers 
caution. silen 
Welch, while noting he had N 
told the jury the confession was] ; look: 
not absolute evidence of guilt, plac 
conceded he had not stressed 
the point sufficiently to meet st 
the test of court rules. Bea 
- Judge Walker pronounced j * 
sentence in the widely-publi- — ais 
cized Tallahassee case at 9:45)" — a Pive ta ce 5 E ; net 
o'clock. DRAW LIFE SENTENCES FOR RAPE—Tallahassee, June 22—These four S 


Relatives on Hand youths, convicted of raping a Negro co-ed here, were sentenced to life imprison- thir 


tices the hour before ths ded ment today. Left to right are Ollie Stoutamire, 16; Patrick Scarborough, 20; 


around them to say farewell, | Willion (Ted) Collinsworth, 23, and David Ervin Beagles, 18.—(AP Wirephoto). “Pi 


The relatives of the youths r 
seemed stunned at — sen-| fOr rape until 10 years have|Have you heard of the supreme| Walker. “He is the one to whom — 


been served. ruler of the universe?” asked i 

tences, although it was general- , you should direct your appeal— aft 

ly expected the judge would Questions Each the judge. for comfort and avite i £ 

deal severely with the four) In a poignant scene after) “No sir,” said Scarborough,| «He is th “yul the 

defendants. sentencing, Judge Walker shaking his head. the ——— A e pe of of the 
Two Negroes, who had beeh| asked: “How about you, Collins-| 154 some Saale e may offer) st 


called as witnesses in another| “Have any of you ev worth?” . sig 
case, were the sole occupants of| of the supreme ruler of the ane “No sir’) “I commend Him to you ele. 


the Negro balcony. verse?” Rela i fact Hy ey * — lai 
: , : “ ir.” $ actor to each of you, ou 

Jou caller fe —— The boys stood mute before “one?” call on Him humbly and —— 

eS eee A aea Aronia ea deri soft sobbing of| “No sir.” fully.” fir 

the courthouse. yoma cat o oe sound in| ‘Supreme Ruler. . . God’ The judge cast his advice to|an 

, “The supreme ruler of the|the hpys, but his words seemed|al 


Tears spilled down Collins- 
worth’s cheeks as he made a 
horsie of his lap for his 2-year- 
old son..The boy climbed around 
on him until his grandmother 
çame and took him away. 

Collinsworth’s wife, Pearlie, 
21, knelt on the floor beside her 
husband and wept in deep de- 
spair. She rested her face on 
his knee as she cried. i 
. -The Beagles were late in ar- 
riving and got to the courtroom 
only minutes before the sen- 
tencing. Mrs. Beagles, wearing 
a white nylon uniform, ran to 
David and kissed him fer- 
vently. 


His father hugged him and 
his two teenage sisters gave 
him a peck on the cheek. 

Scarborough’s grandfather 
patted him fondly, and chatted 
with him during the wait. 

Confers With Attorney 

Stoutamire’s court-appointed 
attorney, City Judge John Rudd, 
took him -to --a.-eorner of the. 
courtroom and kept him in deep 
conversation for 10 minutes. 

Several of Collinsworth s other® 
close relatives, including a sis- 
ter, Mrs. Don Reeves, and a’ 
brother, Tom, were on hand. 

Talks With Brother 


When he first came in the 
courtroom, Collinsworth 
crooked his finger at his broth- 
er, and they stood and talked 
quietly for several minutes. 

Mrs. Reeves, who collapsed. 
while testifying du ring ‘the 
trials, was too broken up to 
talk with Collinsworth. 

The farewells were interrupt- 
ed by arrival of the judge 
promptly at 9:30. Wearing a 
brown suit and his ever cheerful 
smile, Walker sat down in his 
seat and shuffled a few papers. 

“Order in the ¢ ourt,” he 
gaid. 

The courtroom already was 
as still as a cathedral. 

“Order. Order,” called a 
court attache. 


“How about you, Patrick? ‘universe is God,” said Judge'meant as well for their families'm' 
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crooked his finger at his broth- 
er, and they stood and talked 
quietly for several minutes. 
Mrs. Reeves, who collapsed. ê 
while testifying during ‘the . ; 
' trials, was too broken up to 
ton talk with Collinsworth. 
i The farewells were interrupt- 
ed by arrival of the judge 
promptly at 9:30. Wearing a 
brown suit and his ever cheerful 
smile, Walker sat down in his 
~> nat and shuffled a few papers. 
. ‘Order in the court,” he 
gaid. 
A x The courtroom already was 
Tato as still as a cathedral. 
ms “Order. Order,” called a 
—— court attache. 


Urse Sentencing 
The four attorneys for the 
defendants withdrew requests 
_ for time to prepare motions and 
for new trials. They urged the: 
judge to pass sentence at once. 
“Very well. Motions sus- 
tained,” said the judge. | 
He called the defendants to! 
their feet. One by one they 
F rose, Scarborough, Beag les, 
Stoutamire and Collinsworth. 
Walker sentenced them in 
i that order. 
; Nothing to Say 
Did tey have anything to say 
before sentence was passed? 
Scarborough? 
“No sir.”, 
Beagles? 
“No sir.” 
Stoutamire? 
“No sir.” 
Collinsworth? ! 
“No sir.” ' 
| ; “Very well,” said Judge 
Walker. “The responsibility of 
the court in this instance is not 
a pleasant one. The court does 
not like to impose prison sen- 
tences..on a group of young 








men. 
~~ “Deplorable Crime” | 
“yours was a horrible and de- 
plorable crime, and committed 
under horrible condition. The 
court feels sorry for you, and 
feels sorry for the prosecutrix 
on which the crime was. com- 
1 mitted. 
| “Yet the duty of this court 
transcends and rises above re- 








gret. 
“The offense each of you 
` committed was most opprobri- 
ous, and you are fortunate in- 
deed that the jury recom- 
> mended mercy. 


| many cases of rape and in no 
instance has this court (given 
a sentence of less than) the 
electric chair or life imprison- 
| ment in the state penitentiary. 

“Now, it becomes the duty of 





other cases. 

“Solemn Duty” 
“So you have been convicted 
on the high crime of rape, and! 
the jury having recommended! 
mercy, it becomes the solemn 
duty of this court to pronounce 
sentence on each of you. ` 
“Accordingly, it is the judg-, 
ment of this court that you,, 
Patrick Gene Scarborough, be} 
imprisoned in the state peni-} 
tentiary for the term of your | 
natural life.” | 
He intoned the same sentence), 
for the other three. Collins-| 
worth winced as his name was! 
called and sentence imposed. ' 
The life sentence means that 
each will be eligible for parole 
after six months. But the State 

_ Paroles Commission seldom con- 
siders parole in lite sentences! 
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FSU HEAD APPEARS FOR ‘INFORMAL CHAT’— 


Committee Votes To Resume Probe Of Red Activity In NAACP 


BY MARTIN WALDRON 
Tribune Staff Writer 

TALLAHASSEE, June 24. 
(By Staff Writer)—A commit- 
tee of state legislators today 
voted to re- 
sume an inves- 
tigation of | 
Communist ac- — 
tivity in the fa" ` 
National Asso- šia 
ciation for the § 
Advancement ` 
of Colored 


People. 
State Sen. 
Charley E. 


Johns of Starke 
said witnesses 
who won't co- 


Herrell 
operate with the committee 
should “be thrown in jail.” - 


The committee, under its 
new chairman, Rep. W. C. 
Herrell of Miami, set July 20 
as the date to resume its in- 
vestigation. 

The first hearing will be in 
Miami. 

Put Skids to Kasper 


This is the committee which 
put the skids to John Kasper, 
segregation rabble-rouser, two 
years ago. 

Dr. Robert M. Strozier, 
president of Florida State 
University, appeared before 
the committee this afternoon 
in a secret session. 

Strozier said he came for 
“an informal chat.” 

He steadfastly refused to 
answer questions about his 
* appearance, but said it was 

voluntary. 
` Offer of Cooperation 

Herrell said later that 
Strozier “wanted to offer his 
cooperation.” 

There was no indication to- 
day whether the committee 
will get any cooperation from 
the NAACP in Miami. 

The organization filed suit 
against the committee in Feb- 
ruary, 1958, challenging its 
right to force witnesses to 
testify. 

The U. S. Supreme Court 
threw out the suit Monday, 
denying the Miami Negroes a 
hearing. 

Doesn’t Know Plans 

In Miami today, The Rev. 
Theodore R. Gibson, presi- 
dent of the NAACP there, 
said he did not know if re- 
sistance to the committee 
would continue. 

“We haven't received a 
. copy of the Supreme Court’s 


_ruling yet,” Gibson said. “As 


ADVERTISEMENT 


_Helps You Overcome 





soon as we have had a chance 
to read it, we will make a 
statement.” 


Gibson attacked committee 
members as being prejudiced 
and biased. “They castigated 
certain witnesses even before 
they had a chance to testify,” 
Gibson said. 

‘Will Cooperate’ 

Later, the NAACP attorney 
in Miami, G. E. Graves, said 
the organization had had its 
“last day in court” and that 
it would cooperate with the 
committee. 

At its reorganization meet- 
ing today, the committee re- 
hired Mark Hawes of Tampa 
as attorney at $11,000 a year 
and A. J. Strickland of Talla- 
hassee as investigator at $8400 
a year. 


“You could search all over 
the United States and not 
find better ones,” Johns said. 


‘No Doubt’ 


Johns, past chairman of the 
committee, said in a report to 
the legislature last month 
that there is no doubt that 
the Communist Party “has in- 
filtrated and influenced” the 
NAACP, 


“The only question is the 
extent,” he said. 

Johns said the “way those 
witnesses defied the commit- 
tee in Miami last year was 
ridiculous. I hope we bring 
them all back and if they 
don’t testify, eT should be 
thrown in jail. 

The committee made a fi- 
nancial report showing that 
it spent $67,500 in the past 
two years, most of it during 
the last six months of 1957. 

Little Action 


It has not been too active 
in the past year except for an 
investigation of homosexuality 
in the teaching staff at the 
University of Florida. 


No one would say this aft- 
ernoon if Strozier’s appear- 
ance before the committee 
heralded a possible investiga- 
tion of the same subject at 
FSU. 


Herrell said no investiga- 
tion at the big state univer- 
sity is planned at this time. 

He said Strozier pledged his 
fullest cooperation in any in- 
vestigation the committee 
might want to make. 


First Business 


“Our first order of business 
will be the Miami situation,” 
Herrell said. 


FQl en wrernln.. » 


In addition to investigating 
the NAACP, the committee 
has taken a look at the Ku 
Klux Klan. 

The committee’s financial 
report shows the following 


money spent in the past two 
years: 


| 
| 
I 
| 
| 


— — — — — — —- 


Office supplies, $1285; print- 


ing, $35; telephone, telegraph 
and postage, $1467; photostats, 
$189; travel, $12,396; informant 
fees, 
rent of equipment, $55; court 


reporter fees, $6182; revolving 
fund, $2500. 


$4640; salaries, $38,406; 


Committee members besides 
Herrell and Johns are Sens. 
Randolph Hodges of Cedar 
Key and H. H. Hair of Live 
Oak, and Reps. Ben Hill Grif- 
fin, Jr., Frostproof; William 


G. O'Neill, Ocala, and John 
E. Mathews, Jr., Jacksonville. 
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Saik Your Turn, 


IN TWO COURTS yesterday, Florida 
demonstrated that its justice does not 
come in two colors. 

At Tallahassee, Circuit Judge W. 
May Walker concluded his eminently 
fair handling of the widely-publicized 
Tallahassee rape case by sentencing 
four young white men to life terms in 
prison for their assault on a Negro coed. 
He could have given them only a few 
months in jail or freed them on proba- 
tion. They ranged in age from 16 to 23. 

At Marianna, Circuit Judge E. C. 
Welch conceded that he had erred in 
his instfuctions to the jury in the trial 
of a 16-year-old Negro recently sen- 
tenced to death for the rape of a white 
woman. He granted a new trial and, 
when the defendant thereupon pleaded 
guilty, sentenced him to life imprison- 
ment. 

White and black, charged with the 
same crime, thus suffered the same 
punishment. In both instances, it was a 
proper penalty. 

Even the spokesmen for the NAACP, 
so quick to charge discrimination in the 
co 38 
of this record. F 

“We are definitely on our way to- 
ward eliminating the double standard 
of justice”, said the Tallahassee NAACP 
president, the Rev. David H. Brooks. 

There is no reason for Floridians to 
feel smug. Our consciences will be 
tested many times and none can say 
whether we will always pass the test 
go well. The fight to keep justice blind 
to color—or to wealth or social position 
or political influence—will continue as 
long as crime occurs. 

But Florida, having passed its own 
immediate test, is certainly entitled to 
look now toward New York, to see how 
well justice is served there in a case 
with racial implications. 

Four Negro youths, 16 and 17 years 
old, are charged with dragging a 14- 
year-old white girl into a dark corner 
of a schoolyar d raping her. Their 
act the wo: of the committing 
ma ate, was “an outrageous, uncon- 
scionable, dastardly crime.” 


ch of the criticism of Southern 
e s emanates from New York, 





Pe ot * 











JUDGE WALKER 
One-Color Justice 
Several New York newspapers sent re- 
porters to cover the Tallahassee rape 
trial. They were there to observe how 
impartially the state would regard this 
kind of offense against a Negro, in view 
of the South’s supposed “double stand- 
ard” of justice. 

Well, we in the South have heard 
reports that minority political pressures 
in New York have created a sort of 
double standard there; that excessive 
leniency is shown Negro offenders to 
avoid a political cry of “Jim Crowism.” 

The New York crime is as grave in 
nature, as brutal in circumstances, as 
that in Tallahassee. There is not much 
difference in the ages of the offenders. 

So how seriously will a New York 
court and a New York jury regard it? 
Will the guilty be as promptly tried and 
convicted, as severely punished as they 
were in Tallahassee? Or will a reverse 
race consciousness soften the treatment 
for these predators of the asphalt jun- 
gle? 

These, we think, are questions of 
considerable significance in the national 
striving for equal justice. To make cer- 
tain that the answers are fully known, 
it might be well for Southern news- 
papers to send reporters to New York. 


— 
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November 5, 1959 


Mre Roy Wilkins 

Excutive Svorotury, WAACP 
29 West 40th Strect- 

iow York 18, New York 


pear Mre Wilkins; 


fhe following report covers the hearings conducted 
by the Plorida Le,;islative Interim Committes, which 
wag extended for another two years by the 1959 legis- 
luture, for tha purposes of investiguting alleged con- 
munist infiltration of the Florida Stato Conference of 
iYanchese 


Ae Historical Bauckszround 


fhe Lozislative Conmittee 
was originally organised 

by the Florida State 
Legislature to investigate 
"Those orgunizations operating 
in the State of Florida und 
whose purposes und intents 
are not to the best interest 
of the peoplo of Florida" 
Since itə forwation this 
committee hus continuously 
sought to call on NAACP 
officials to seek informu- 
tion pertaining to meubere 
ship lists and the identity 
of persona alleged to be 
members of tne Associations 
The first attuck was begun 
in #eoruary of 1957 contia- 
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Hr. Roy Wilkins 


xecutive Secretary, NAACP 


ued in September 1957 with 
hearinzs in Miani and again 
in 1955. The 1958 heuring 
were begun in Tallahassee 
where members of the Florida 
Human Relationg Counoil 

vere also subpoenaed and 
testified under protest. 


Later, in February of 1958 this Conmittesc resumed 
hearings in Miami, Plorida where officials of the Miamd 
Branch refused to surrender membership list and Stulked 
out of the Committee in protest to certain remarks made 
by representative, Cliff Herall. The conumittee proceeded 
to cite the Rev. Theodore ReGibson, Mrs» Ruth We Perry, 
Mrse Vernell Albury and Atty. Ge EeGruvog for sonteupte 
the case wag hourd and a@ppealed to the U. SeSuprome 
Gourt which refused to hear a decision of the Florida 
Supreme Courte” That in effect, required persons called 
by the coumittege to testify, to bring with thea the records 
demanded by the committee and to refer to said records 
in answer to the committee's questionse 


; Be 10 personas were Subpoenaed 
| | to a>pear at a hearing at 
i Tallahassee, Florida on 
' November 4, 1959. The 
; hearing was Scheduled to 
begin at 9 Aw Me in Room 
92 of the Capitul Building . 
` but did not start until 
; 10830. whe committes ren 
cessed after the roll call 
of witnesses until 2 Pe M, 
~ to "Await the arrival of 
` other witnesses", Apparently, 
\the"“other witnesses" vag one 
\Arlin.-ton Sands, former Vice 
President of the Miami Branoh 
n 1949, and alleged to have 
a momber of the Communist Party 
in 1950651. Sanda waa the only 
Witness absont ut the time of 
the roll call, and the only 
One to testify at the hearing 
that was not present at the 
original cull, 


NAACP Representatives Called were; 
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Mre Roy Wilkins 
Executive Secretary, NAAGP 
4 l le Fre Theodore R, Gibson, Miami Branch President 
ee ĉe Mrs. Ruth Willis Perry « " Secretary 
Se Mra. Vernell Albury "n " Treasurer 
4o Atty. Grantlan E,Graves Legal Advisor 


5e Reve A. Leon Lowry, NAACP State 
Conference President, 


Ge Counsel for NAACP persons weres 


Robert L. Carter, NAACP General Council; 
Frank D, Reeves, Washington, De C. and 
Graves, Miani. 


¥reG@ibson cooperated with the committee to the extent 


that he was willing to state if he 
of if he had ever seen them attend 
denied knowing most of the persons 


knew alleged comnunists 
any WAACP Meetingse He 
in the pictures shown 


him except one or two long time residents of Miami and 


a filling station Operators 


The testimony of Mra, Perry, 


Mrs. Albury and Graves followed the same pattern. Gibson 


Stated that he was the custodian of 


the records and that 


under no circumstances would he bring to the committee 
NAACP Membership List to identify persons. Reference 
must be made here to the question of multiple branches. 
The committee's Council, Markhaws, after finding out that 
Fr. Gibson had been branch president of the Miami Branch 
for five (5) years, and that he did not remember having 
ever seen any of the alleged subversives attending NAACP 
meetings, began an inquiry leuding into the number of 
branches in Dade County, whether they were still in 
e@xiatence today and if alleged communist could have 

taken part in meetings of these branchege One question 
asked was "Maybe we are not questioning the right people” 
Fr. Gibson testified that all branches in Dade County 

had been gonfinea into one Greater Miami Chapter of 


NAACP, 


De Conclusions 


and @ resolution passed Called on the 1961 Legislature 


to cite him for contempt. 


Pre Gibson was also cited 


for contempt and a Complaint is being filed with the 
Gireuit court in Tallahassee, for a show cause order. 
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Mre-Roy Wilkins 
Executive Secretary, NAACP 
k 

A 


Other NAAGP witnesses were excused and Rev. Edward Te Graham; 
of Miaui, Plorida was cited for failing to reveal if he 
is a wember of the Association, 


Several witnesses cited reasona for not reVealing NA AGP 
Membership Lists among whioh were ecomosic reprisals, 
bomb threats, cross burnings, etoe 


Very truly yours, 


Robert W. Saunders, 
Pield Seoretary 


ENCLOSURE 

GC: Mrse Ruby Hurley 
Mre Henry Moon 
Mre Gloster Current 
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| Snubs Probe, 
Faces Charge 


TALLAHASSEE, Nov. 5. (By 
Staff Writer) — Florida leaders 
of the National Association for 



























years, 


The committee today voted to 
have The Rey, A. Leon Lowry 
of Tampa, president of the state 
NAACP, held in contempt of the 
legislature. i 


Lowry did not honor a com- 
mittee subpoena to be in Talla- 
hassee today to testify. He said 
church business kept him away. 


Vote for Contempt Move .- 


‘Committee members, angry at 
Lowry’s defiance, voted to ask 
the legislature to Punish him 
when it meets in April, 1961, 

The legislature could force 
him to stay in jail while it is in 
session. 

The committee Picked away 
at several other witnesses today, 
but learned little or nothing of 
value, 


It adjourned before noon, and 
‘instructed its la wyer, Mark 
Hawes of Tampa, to hurry up 
contempt proceedings voted yes- 
terday against two Miami Negro 
preachers, 

Hawes will go to circuit court 
in Tallahassee to ask the court 
. |to force The Rey, Theodore Gib- 
Son and The Rey. Ed Graham to 


(Continued on Page 9, Col. 1) 
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THE TAMPA TRIBUNE 9-A- 
— Friday, November 6, 1959 


NAACP Head 
> Snubs Probe, 


7 Faces Charge 


Continued from Page 1) 


: answer questions about NAACP 
: membership in Miami. 
Hawes said the committee has 
: evidence that there are a num- 
- ber of known Communists ac- 
`: tive in the Negro group in 
~« Miami. 
* The NAACP stand is that it 
- will eject any members shown 
' to be Communists, but will not 
: let the legislature look at its 
- membership rolls or identify any 
: of its members. 

Gibson and Graham said to 
do so would lead to the destruc- 
tion of the NAACP in Florida 
through economic reprisals and 
possible physical harm. 

Herrell said despite NAACP 
reluctance to help the commit- 
tee, it would continue to try to 
find out how much Communist 
Anfluence there is in the asso- 
ciation in Florida. 

Says No Evidence 

. In a prepared statement, he 

conceded the Tallahassee hear- 
- ings turned up no evidence that 
- there are any Communists in 
: the NAACP in Florida. 
‘ Previous hearings and sworn 
statements, however, show that 
- there is, Herrell said. 
: Herrell said the committee 
- will meet again after court hear- 
=: ings against Gibson and Graham 
~ are concluded. 
” Top officials of the NAACP 
+ from New York are helping the 
‘ local groups fight the legisla- 
- tive investigation of member- 
-7 ship rolls. 
Outside Legal Aid 

NAACP lawyers from New 
York and Washington were on 
hand to advise several of the 
witnesses called in the two-day 

' hearing ended today. 
————"Phecommittee-- tried ~“toxget 
NAACP records from minor of- 
ficials without success today. 

It called Arlington J. Sands, 
a former NAACP vice president 
from Miami; Mrs. Ruth Perry, 
present secretary; Vernell P, Al- 
bury, treasurer in Miami, and 
Attorney G. E. Graves, Jr. 

All said they had no records. 

Graves said he shipped all the 
old records to New York head- 

` quarters more than a year ago, 
and has not been able to get 
‘ them back. 
None of the witnesses would 
, Identity photographs of reputed 
Communists as Miami NAACP 
’ members, 
Herrell said the committee 
‘ believes Communists have been 
. agitating in the Florida NAACP 
for 10 years or more. 

“The committee, although at 
times thwarted in its efforts to 
show the extent of such Com- 
munist infiltration, feels that 
the citizens of Florida should be 
aware of such activities on the 
pat of these individuals,” he 
said. 
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High Functionary’ —i 

Red Operated In Me 

Dade, Say Probers crè 
TALLAHASSEE, Nov. 5. 

(P)D—The legislature’s investi- Pre 

gation of Communism in the de: 

NAACP has brought out that 

“a high functionary” of the 

Communist party ‘has been Flo 

operating recently in Dade Pin 


County, it was disclosed to- 
day. 

Committee counsel Mark 
Hawes of Tampa, identified 
the alleged Communist as 
Donald L. West, a one-time 
preacher in a backwoods sec- 


tinan af Man 
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tee, it would continue to try to 
find out how much Communist 



















Says No Evidence 
n a prepared statement, he 
conceded the Tallahassee hear- 
ings turned up no evidence that 
there are any Communists in 
. the NAACP in Florida. 
< Previous hearings and sworn 
” statements, however, show that 
there fs, Herrell said. 

Herrell said the committee 
will meet again after court hear- 
ings against Gibson and Graham 
are concluded. 

Top officials of the NAACP 
from New York are helping the 
local groups fight the legisla- 
tive investigation of member. 
` ship rolls. 

Outside Legal Aid 
NAACP lawyers from New 


Ne eee 


fees 


` hearing ended today. 
-— Phe “committee tried - to -get 
NAACP records from minor of- 


ficials without success today. 


from Miami; Mrs. Ruth Per A 
present secretary; Vernell P, Al- 
bury, treasurer in Miami, and 
Attorney G. E, Graves, Jr. 
All said they had no records. 
Graves said he shipped all the 
old records to New York head- 
` Quarters more than a year ago, 
and has not been able to get 
` them back. 
None of the witnesses would 
. Identity photographs of reputed 
Communists as Miami NAACP 
, members, 


said. 


Pic! 
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High F unctionary’ — 
ed Operated In Me 
ade, Say Probers cra 
TALLAHASSEE, Nov, 5, P 

he legislature’s investi. re 

gation of Communism in the de. 

NAACP has brought out that 

“a high functionary” of the 

Communist party has been Fio 

operating recently in Dade Pin 


County, it was disclosed to- 
day. 


Committee counsel Mark 
Hawes of Tampa, identified 
the alleged Communist as 
Donald L. West, a one-time 
Preacher in a backwoods Sec- 
tion of Georgia. 

Hawes said West was in 
Dade County as recently as 


But the committee counsel 
did not Say if or how West 
was Connected with the 
Florida NAACP, 

est’s name was brought 
up Wednesday as Hawes 
questioned witnesses about 
Possible Communist infiltra. 
tion into the state NAACP, 


‘Three Killed In 
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Received via phone from Robert Saunders, November 1959 4 





on 
Aw one 


A The Florida legislative investigating committee questioned 
Arlington Sends. He was shown about 30 pictures of NAACP members 
which he refused to identify; also there was a witness which he 
refused to identify. 

Two NAACP officers were cited for contempt of court: Rev. 
Theodore A. Gibson, vice president of Florida State Conference and 
president of the Miami NAACP branch and Rev. A. Lowry, Florida State 
Conference president. In Lowry's case, the committee passed a 
resolution asking the 1961 legislature to cite him for contempt. 
Reve Gibson went along with all the comittee's questions until he 
got to the point of identifying NAACP members and then he refused 
to turn over or reveal any names of persons they asked about in 
connection with NAACP membership. Also questioned were Mrs. Ruth W. 
Perry, Miami branch secretary and Mrs. Vernell Albery, branch treasurer. 

The committee produced an old grand jury list of about eight 
or nine sonis hee used this in an attempt to tie three of the people 
in with the NAACP. Ons or two of these persons no longer live in 
the State of Florida. 

NAACP attorneys are General Counsel Robert L. Carter, G. Ee 


Graves, NAACP attorney in Florida and Frank Reeves. , 





FRANK D. REEVES 
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REEVES, ROBINSON & DUNCAN 
473 FLORIDA AVENUE, N. W. 
WASHINGTON I. D. C. 


AUBREY E. ROBINSON, JR. 
CHARLES T.. DUNCAN HOBART 2-0400 
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9 November 1959 


Bishop Stephen Gill Spottswood 
1931 16th Street, Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Steve: 


I am returning herewith the three volumes of NAACP 
Annual Conference Resolutions you were kind enough to 
lend me for anticipated use in connection with the recent 
Florida Legislative Investigation Committee hearings. 


At the hearings, Rev. Theodore Gibson, President of 
Our Miami Branch,was cited for contempt as the result of 
his refusal to Produce the membership records of the Branch, 
Similarly,, Rev. Ed Graham of Miami was cited for contempt 
for his refusal to answer questions pertaining to his mem= 
bership and the membership of other persons in the NAACP. 
Rev. Lowery, President of the Florida State Conference, 
was cited for contempt because he refused to remain for the 
second day of the hearing after he had asked to testify on 
the first day or be excused because of urgent Church busi- 
ness.in Tampa. These contempt citations by the Committee 
require implementation by the Florida Circuit Court. Con- 
Sequently, the cited witnesses are not in immediate jeopardy. 
However, you may want to &ive some thought to what might be 


Again I thank you for your cooperation. 


— Sincerely, 
a 
P =A 
{1 ay Frank D. Reeves 
rife 
y7 Fa 
MP 
ang ry 
Ws 
# 


x 
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Hoveuber lU, 1953 


tditor, 
runpa Morniaxs Tribune 
Pauiya, “dhovida 


bear Sixt 


four editvurial for Suturday, Noveater T, 
Guptionud "Waaer Io NUP ABLE Vic LAW", and in which 
You stute that "Florida Officials of the National 
‘sGd0Giatlou for the .dvancement of Colored Poo; le 
hara their own or ;anization by their purforaunce bororo 
the cate wegdalinative coxwitivea investigating Come 
Wuhivt wotivitiecsu,"erings tidy couwunicution ag wv 
Meus OF setting the record straignt and also core 
PeGtling sume OF tas opinions adv..moed by you wiich 
wre Gunfusing uad sialending to reuderee 


NnicP gakes no Claim tuut it iv ubova tare 
duwe iLike good Awericaun Citizens, we feel that ours 
ôu u uty to uphold law and to protect the auerioan 
wuy of liro against its enuwivse Here the cueation 
of "Duly Constitutud Authority” entorse I mök, da tie 
begiGintive Committees goaducting a roally honest 
aAuquiry Lato Couuunlsetic activities in Florida or 
are thuy werely Quntinuing the conu,ir.cy between a 
few reculetiruut states thet ure ourrying on an une 
relentless attuck ajuinet the Ue Ge Supreus Court, 
Worthura Newapsporu, tne HAaC’ and lesrogu in general’? 


NAalP Vitne sea, av tino official rvocord will 
rullegt, and us acme news;uporsy have re,-orted, vere 
not Goutemptous OF Gonutituted authoritye she reoord 
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Editor, 


“` „Paapa Morning Tribune 


will also show that witnesses (with the exception of 
the Comsittee's investigator) testified that there iə 
no evidence of any infiltration or domination of NAACP 
Branohes in the State of Florida. The NAACP is not 
interested in what the Committee may have hidden in ite 
own confidential files but in what hee been introduced 
into the record by sworn testimony. The weight of this 
testimony taken under eath, refutes cenclusively the 

so called evidence of the committes. 


MAACP officials also cooperated with the 
Committee in answering all questions except those 
dealing with names and identities of persons who night 
or might not be members ef the Association. It is 
National policy, based upon our experience with the so 
called “hard core" states that are resisting desegre= 
gation fand Florida is inoluded), that the revealing 
of names of NAACP members so often results in hard- 
ships, intimidations and reprisals against innocent 
persona. Certainly Louisiana and Alabama are no 
different frow Florida in this respect. 


We remember the way in which the White Citizen 
Gouncil in Suwannee County used radio facilities to 
mobilize support behind Governor Orville Faubus and the 
fear that has spread among Negro Teachers in that County. 
we also know that there is geniune fear in other Counties 
that if it becomes known that Negro teachers are members 
of the Association, there may be economic retalia- 
tion. Many Negro teachers do not renew menbderships 
now because of this fear. There is also the report 
that one member of the committee was alleged to have 
written a letter to a segregationist leader in Miani 
alaocst two years ago a news artiole of this was oarried 
in one of the Miami Daily paperse All of this justifies 
our actiona in refusing to discuss membership lists of 
branches with thie or any groupe 


The State president of NAACP in no way refused 
to testify nor did he ignore the subpoena from the 
Committee. Kev. Lowry left a meeting of the Florida 
West Coast Baptist Association where he serves as 
Dean, traveled by bus and arrived in Tallahassee at 
4100 Ae Mey Wednesday morninge At 9 Ae Mey the time 
set by the Committee to convene hearings, Reve Lowry 
was in Room 52 with other witnesses. The record will 
show that this committee did not meet at 9 Ae Mey but 
at 10:35. It wili also show that the Committee 
recessed until 2:00 pe me» and that at approximately 
4:00 Pe Mey just before it adjourned, Reve Lowry asked 
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Editor, 


Taupa Horning Tribune 


to ba. heard ang also stated that he would have likea 
for the COmmittes to excuse him and that he would be 
walling to voluntarily testify at any time should he 
be called on by the Committee. Despite the explanae 


~. tion, the committee would not nor did not Consider the 


appeal by the Key, Mr., Lowry. 


The NAACP has never been cited by the Justice 
department er any of the Cangressional Comnittees 
investigating Communists activity, as being subvere 
aive. P.B. I, Director, J. Edgar Hoover, has anid orf 
the Assocdtation "Equality, freedom and tolerance are 
@asential in a denocratia f0vVernment. The NAACP has 
done much to Preserve these Principles ana to perpetuata 
the desires of Our founding fathers." — 
Surely, Mr, Hoover, who is an expert in the field of 
exposing Communists should know more about subversive 
Organizations und the Communists than the Amateurish 
acts of the Florida Legislature Conmittee. 


POB® must be revealed to the American public. Thig 
Purpose as I pee it, is the intimidation of Negro 
leadership and a continu us attack on the Association. 
thie is the trend of Southurna Legislatorg --This State 
not withataunding. 


The reoord wiil show that NAACP has a method 
of @xoOluding Communists Yrom its ranks when ever it is 
known that such Parsonsa pre Subversive or huve subVere 
sive tendencies. If ths Committee wag genuinely inter. 
ested in Anvestigating subversives, then why reach back 
into the annals of Judge Brautigan’s files to base an 
attack on NAACP? Reaunt inquiries have revealed that 
wost of the Alleged Jubversiveg named by the Committee 


Very truly YOure, 


Robert vw, Saunders 
Field SeOretary, NAACP 


RkS LRE 
COs Reve A. Leon Lowry, Stute President 
re Koy Wilkins, Executive Director 
Hra. uby Hurley,3. i, Regional Director 
Hre Gloster y. Current, Director of ‘ranches 
Hre obert La Carter, General Counsel 
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so oe November 17, 1959 
— (Dictated November 10, 1959) 
AIRMAIL 


Rev. A. Leon Lowry 
606 East Tyler Street 
Tampa, Florida 


Dear Rev. Lowry: 


I am writing you in respect to the action taken by 
' the Florida Legislation Investigation Committee concerning you. 


AS you undoubtedly know, the Committee decided to cite 
you for contempt before the 1961 Legislature. While this could 
Carry serious and severe consequences, I am Teasqnably certain 
that it is an empty gesture, Legislative committees can request 
the legislature to cite individuals for Contempt, but it is my 
understanding of the law that this can be done only if the cone 
tempt is committed while the legislature is in session (which 
would not cover your case), and there may be a further pre- 
requisite that the individual be taken before the legislature 
and there ordered to do whatever was refused before the committee, 
and if he persists in his refusal the legislature May cite for 
Contempt. Our case is not covered under either eventuality, and 
I think you need not worry. The Committee can proceed against 
you only by going into court and requestin 


g the court to order you 
to attend a Particular session which they call, 


We made a statement for the record to the Committee on 
your behalf at Thursday"s session indicating that your religious 
Obligations made it impossible for you to remain in Tallahassee, 
but that you were willing to appear before the Committee at any 
other time you were Called. 


Needless to Say, advise me if and when you re 
further communications from the Committee, 

that you and all other N. A. A. C. P, 
counsel, if called. 


+ 


ceive any 
I want to be certain 
people are represented by 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Carter 
General Counsel 
RLCiplh 


ccs: Mr. Robert Saunders 
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— October 3, 1961 Ye 


Thanks for the list of the members of the new Florida logis- 
lative committee which, you say, is a "real Citizens Council com- 
mittee with no liberals" from which we can expect "an attack at 
any time." 


They may fire when ready but if they have no better ammuni- 
— than that of previous committees, they will be wasting our 
time, 


Sincerely, 


Roy Wilkins 
Executive Secretary 


Mr. Robert W. Saunders 
705 E. Harrison St, 
Tampa 2, Florida 


RW/eb 
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Alorita State Conference of Branches 


N ational Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
— y 
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705 E. HARRISON STREET TAMPA 2, FLORIDA 


September 20, 1961 





PLEASE DIRECT REPLY TO: 
Mre Robert W. Saunders 


MEMORANDUM 


TOs: Mre Wilkins 
Mre Current 
Mre Carter 
Mrse Hurley 


FROM; Robert We. Saunders 


The following are persons making up 
the new Legislative Committee which will be operating 
in the State of Florida sfor: the next two yearse 


From the Florida Senate: 

Charlie Ee Johns-----Starke (New Chairman) 
Huston We Roberts----Live Oak 

Ed Frasere-----2 se MacClenny 


From the House: 


George Stallings--~.. Duval (Jacksonville) 
Ben Hill Griffin----. Polk (Bartow) 
Dick Mitchell---..... Leon (Tallahassee) 


William C. O'Neill--~-Starke 


This is a real Citizen Council Committee 
this year with no liberals. We can expect an attack at 
any time from ite 
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